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'Ihis invention relates to sewing apparatus and more 
particularly toa ‘device for holding a web of elastic in a 
tensioned state «during the sewing thereof to fabric. 

Ordinarily, the tensioning of elastic during the machine 
sewing thereof to a piece of Afabric places an excessive 
strain upon the sewing machine needle and related parts, 
and often results in uneven distribution of tension through 
out the elastic strip and fabric to- which it is attached. 
Also, it is usually difficult to estimate the amount of 
stretch required for a particular piece of elastic when 
sewed to a longer piece of fabric. It is, therefore, an 
object of the present invention to provide a web elastic 
holder and guide device which can »be conveniently used 
for accurately determining the tension in a web of elastic 
material prior and during the -application thereof to a piece 
of fabric. 
A further object of the present invention is to provide 

a web elastic holder and guide of the type described 
having a self-contained scale which may be used to pro 
portion accurately the length of web elastic to the length 
of the fabric to» which it is being applied. 
An additional object of the present invention is to pro 

vide a web elastic holder and guide of the aforementioned 
type which can be conveniently used without damaging 
the elastic or fabric, and without placing any strain upon 
the lsewing machine parts. 

Still an additional object of the present invention is to 
provide a web elastic holder and guide assembly which 
can be conveniently used with a minimum amount of 
practice and experience. 

All of the foregoing and still further objects and ad 
vantages of this invention will become apparent from a 
study of the »following specification, taken in connection 
with the accompanying drawing, wherein: 

FIG. 1 is a top plan view of an elastic web 4guide and 
holder assembly made in accordance with the present in 
vention in actual use. 

FIG. 2 is an enlarged fragmentary Icross-sectional View 
of certain parts of the assembly shown in FIG. l. 

FIG. 3 is a fragmentary plan View of a slightly modified 
form of the present invention. 

FIG. 4 is a view similar to FIG. 2, illustrating one 
manner in which the device shown in FIG. 3 may be used. 

Referring now to the drawing, and more particularly 
to FIGS. l and 2 thereof, an elastic web holder and 
guide assembly 10 made in accordance with one form of 
the present invention is shown to include la rectangular 
frame having a pair of spaced apart parallel sides 12, 14, 
and a pair of 'longitudinally spaced apart ends 16, 18, all 
of which deñne central rectangular opening 17 within 
which an elastic web 11 to be sewed may be placed. 
Web mounting means in the form of a tubular section of 

fabric 20 is mounted upon one end 16 of the frame, such 
las by stitching 22, and serves as a tab for securing one 
end of the elastic web 11 thereto, such as by a safety pin 
21. A clamp bar 24 is hingedly mounted upon the op 
posite end piece 18 of the frame by means of a pivot 
pin 26 for selective pivotal movement between a normal~ 
1y engaged position as ̀ shown in FIGS. l Iand 2, extending 
transversely to the direction of stretch of the elastic web 
11, and a released position angularly inclined thereto. The 
opposite end of the clamp bar 24 is provided with an 
indent 3d which engages with a detent 32 to secure the 
clamp bar 24 in the engaged position with the fabric in 
place, -as shown in FIG. 2. One edge of the clamp bar 
24 facing the mounting fabric 20’ has serrations 28 that 
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serve to prevent slipping of the elastic web 11 during use. 
In the form of the invention shown in FIGS. l and 2 of 

the drawing, the free end of the elastic web 11 is secured 
to the mounting fabric 20l by means of a pin 21, and a 
selected length of such web, as may Vbe determined with 
reference to the scale 34» mounted upon one of the side 
pieces 14, is stretched the entire length of the frame, over 
the opposite end bar 18, and then between »such top of bar 
18 and the clamp» bar ‘24, as shown in FIG. 2, and rear 
wardly thereof in a direction away from the mounting 
fabric 20. This reentr-ant varrangement of the web at the 
clamp bar end of the frame enables the serrations 28 of 
the clamp bar 24 to secure the elastic web in a tensioned 
state during the sewing thereof to a piece of fabric on a 
machine. With the clamp -bar so engaged, and the elastic 
web 11 tensioned in the manner shown in FIG. 2, such 
elastic web may be conveniently sewed upon the fabric by 
the machine Without any strain to the machine parts. It 
will also be observed that it is not necessary to sever the 
elastic web from its roll until after the sewing operation, 
thus minimizing any waste which might otherwise result 
from the excess elastic web still remaining engaged with 
the fra-me after the sewing operation. 

In FIGS. 3 and 4 of the drawing, a slightly modified 
form of web elastic holder `and guide assembly 10i', is 
shown to include a rectangular frame of substantially 
the same arrangement as that hereinbefore described, 
-but which includes a clamp bar 24’ which is arranged in 
a slightly different manner. This clamp bar 24’ is also 
pivotally connected at one end upon the hinge pin 26, but 
has an indent 30’ at its opposite end opening in a direction 
toward the mounting fabric 20 for engagement with the 
«stationary detent 32. This clamp bar 24’ also has a 
serrated edge 28' that faces in a direction away from the 
mount-ing »fabric 20. Thus, this device is used by placing 
the elastic web 11’ between the end piece 18 of the frame 
and the clamp -bar 24’ and directing the free end thereof 
downwardly into engagement with the serrations 28', as 
shown in FIG. 4. In this arrangement, there is a sufficient 
frictional resistance between the serrations 28’ and the 
free end of the elastic web to prevent slipping thereof 
during use, thus enabling the web to be applied into the 
holder with -a minimum amount of effort. In the embodi 
ment shown in FIGS. l and 2, the elastic web is held more 
securely, but necessarily requires ‘further manipulation 
thereof in order-to turn it -around the respective elements 
of the assembly in the manner shown in FIG. 2. 
While this invention has been described with particular 

reference to the construction shown in the drawing, it is 
to ’be understood that such is not to be construed as 
imparting limitations upon the invention, which is best 
deiined by the claim-s appended hereto. 
Having thus `described my invention, what I claim as 

new and desire to» secure by Lettens Patent is: 
1. A holder lfor uniformly tensioning and supporting a 

predetermined length of elastic material comprising, in 
combination, a frame having a central opening bounded 
by a pair of spaced apart parallel sides and a pair of spaced 
apart parallel ends, a tubular section of fabric mounted 
on one end of the `frame and defining a flexible tab 
mounting means extending from said end into the frame 
opening -for pinning one end of an elastic web thereto, 
and clamp means carried -by said frame adjacent the op 
posite end thereof for fastening another portion of the 
elastic web thereto in a tensioned state whereby said web 
intermediate said fastened portions extends across said 
opening »for sewing to a piece of fabric, lsaid clamp means 
comprising a clamp bar mounted at one of its ends to 
said lfra-me for pivotal movement within a plane parallel 
to the general plane of said frame, detent means engage 
a'ble with the opposite end of said clamp bar for securing 
said clamp bar in a holding position transversely to the 
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`direction of stress of the elastic web and a measuring 
scale carried by said frame intermediate said mounting 
means and said clamp means, said scale extending sub 
stantially parallel to the longitudinal axis of an elastic 
web carried by said frame. 

2. A holder for uniformly tensioning and supporting ya 
predetermined length of elastic material as set forth in 
claim 1, wherein said clamp bar includes a saw-toothed 
edge facing toward said mounting means in said holding 
position of said clamp bar. 

3. A holder for uniformly tensioning and supporting a 
predetermined length of elastic material as -set yforth in 
claim 1, wherein said clamp bar includes a saw-toothed 
edge facing away from said mounting means in said hold 
ing position of said clamp bar. 
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