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This invention relates to a clipboard for holding flat 
items, such as individual pieces of paper or a tablet, 
and for providing a backing for such items, and deals 
more particularly with a clipboard including magnetic 
means for holding the clipboard to various magne-tic 
surfaces. 
An object of this invention is to provide a clipboard 

having magnetic means whereby the board may Abe at 
taehed to various different magnetic articles, such as 
the dashboard of an automobile or the side of a metal 
desk, for displaying the clipboard or for holding the 
same in a given place during non-use. 
A further object of this invention is to provide a mag 

netic clipboard which is of a simple and inexpensive 
construction, while nevertheless being relatively rugged 
and of an attractive appearance. 
A further object of this invention is to provide a 

magnetic clipboard wherein the magnets are contained 
out of sight within attractive housings comprising part 
of a single one-piece base member which may be formed 
by simple stamping and bending operations. 
A still further object of this invention is to provide 

a clipboard of the character mentioned in the preceding 
object and which clipboard includes a provision for con 
veniently receiving and holding a writing instrument such 
as a pencil or pen. 

Other objects of the invention will be apparent from 
the following description and from the accompanying 
drawings forming a part thereof. 
The drawing shows a preferred embodiment of the 

invention and such embodiment will be described, but 
it will be understood that various changes may be made 
from the construction disclosed, and that the drawing 
and description are not to be construed as defining or 
limitin-g the scope of the invention, the claims forming 
a part of this specification being relied upon for that 
purpose. 

`Of the drawing: 
FIG. 1 is a plan view of a clipboard embodying this 

invention, the clipboard being shown in association with 
a tablet and a pencil. 

FIG. 2 is a side view of the clipboard of FIG. 1. 
FIG. 3 is a vertical sectional view taken on the line 

3_3 of FIG. l. 
FIG. 4 is a vertical sectional view taken on the line 

4_4 of FIG. 1. 
FIG. 5 is an enlarged fragmentary perspective view 

showing the construction and lmounting of the clip, the 
view being taken looking toward the rear of the clip 
board with the pencil removed. 

Referring to the drawing, a clipboard embodying the 
present invention is indicated generally at 1t) in FIGS. 
1 and 2. The clipboard 1t? is adapted for conventional 
use in holding and providing a lbacking for flat items 
such as single sheets of paper or a tablet composed of 
numerous sheets of paper. In the present instance the 
clipboard is shown by way of example as being used 
to hold a tablet 12. 
The clipboard 10 is generally rectangular in shape 

and is comprised of a base member 14 and a spring 
biased clip member 16 pivotally carried by the base 
member. The forward portion 17 of ythe base member 
14, which portion appears at the right in FIGS. l and 
2, provides a ñat surface for supporting the tablet 12, 
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while the clip 16 is located adjacent this forward por 
tion and serves to engage and clamp the tablet in place 
relative to the ñat surface. The base member 14 extends 
rearwardly, or to the left in FIGS. 1 and 2, beyond the 
forward portion 17 and on either side of the clip 16 
is provided with two housings 18, 18 each of which serves 
to house and conceal a permanent magnet for use in 
holding the clipboard to a metallic surface, one of the 
magnets being shown at 2@ in FIG. 2. 

In accordance with the preferred embodiment of the 
invention illustrated in the drawing, the base member 
14 comprises a piece of sheet metal which is bent at its 
rear end to form the housings 18, 18. The housings 
`are therefore integral with the forward, tablet support 
ing portion 17 of the base member. As shown best in 
FIG. 2, the base member 14 includes a housing bottom 
portion 22 which extends rearwardly, or toward the left, 
beyond the forward portion 17. At the rear edge 24 the 
base member is reversely bent upon itself to form a top 
housing portion 26 which extends forwardly in spaced 
relationship to the bottom portion 22. At its forward 
end the top portion 26 is bent downwardly so that its 
forward edge 28 engages, or at least substantially en 
gages, the surface of the forward base member portion 
17. 

Intermediate the length of the rear edge 24 the top 
housing portion 26 -is cut away to provide a notch 34) 
for receiving or accommodating part of the clip 16. 
Thus the clip 16 divides the top portion 26 into two 
parts which define with the bottom portion 22 the two 
housings 18, 18 located on either side of the clip. 
As shown in FIG. 3, each housing 18 provides a space 

for receiving a permanent magnet 20; As shown in 
this figure, the magnet is held to the housing bottom 
portion 22 by means of a U-shaped clip 32 which sur 
rounds the top and two sides of the magnet. The two 
legs of the clip 32 pass through openings or slots in 
the bottom portion `22 and are staked or otherwise bent 
as at 34, 34 so as to be held in place with respect to 
the bottom portion. Preferably, as shown best in FIGS. 
2, 3 and 4, the magnets 2i), Ztl do not completely fill the 
space within the housings 18, 18 but are spaced some 
what forwardly from the rear edge 24 so that a trans 
verse opening 35 is defined along the rear edge 24 for 
receiving a writing instrument such as the pencil shown 
at 36. In order `to better accommodate the pencil 36 
the base member 14 is preferably bent in a rounded 
fashion along the edge 24 as shown in FIGS. 2, 3 and 4. 
The clip 16 may be fastened to the base member 14 

and spring biased in various different manners without 
departing from the invention. In the illustrated and 
preferred example, however, the clip is connected to the 
base member in such a manner that no additional parts 
are required and whereby the mounting structure com 
prises elements which may be stamped or otherwise cut 
and bent from the material of the base member. Re 
ferring to FIGS. 4 and 5, it will be noted that the clip 
16 includes two ears 37, 37 located respectively on op 
posite sides of its body and arranged to extend down 
wardly toward the base member 14. Each ear 37 is 
provided with an opening 38 which receives a dimple 
39 pressed outwardly from a tab or leg 40 cut and bent 
upwardly from the material of the base member. The 
two dimples 39, 39 therefore Serve to pivotally sup 
port the two ears 37, 37 for movement of the clip 
16 about a transverse axis. 
The clip 16 is biased so that the forward end thereof 

is urged toward the base member 14» with the result that 
any item placed between the .clip and the base member 
will be clamped in place on the clipboard. This biasing 
means may take various forms, but preferably it com 
prises a leaf spring 42 which is bent into a generally 
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U~shape and placed between the housing bottom portion 
22 and the rear or left-hand portion of the clip 16, as 
shown in FIG. 4. That is, one arm of the spring en 
gages the bottom housing portion 22 and the other arm 
engages the rearward portion of the clip 16 so that its 
forward portion is urged toward the forward portion of 
the base member. The spring 42 is provided with an 
opening in its bottom arm which opening surrounds a 
generally cylindrical collar or protrusion 44 formed in 
the material of the base member, as by a piercing op~ 
eration. The collar 44 `therefore serves to retain the 
spring in its intended position. 
From FIG. 4, it will therefore be apparent that the 

clip 16 may be readily manually manipulated by press 
ing down on the rear end portion of the clip 16. This 
will raise the forward end portion for receiving or 
removing the tablet 12 or other similar items. Releasing 
the clip 16 will allow the forward end thereof to clamp 
the item to the base member. Also, from all the ñgures 
of the drawing and the above description it will be ob 
vious that the clipboard disclosed is one which is rela 
tively sturdy and one which may be inexpensively manu 
factured by simple operations. 
The invention claimed is: 
1. A clipboard comprising a sheet metal base mem 

ber, said base member having a generally rectangular 
and fiat forward portion adapted to support a ilat item, 
said base member extending rearwardly from said for 
ward portion, being reversely bent upon itself along a 
rear edge, and extending forwardly for some distance 
from said rear edge to provide spaced top and bottom 
housing portions located rearwardly of said forward 
portion, said top portion being cut away to provide a 
notch therein located intermediate the ends of said rear 
edge, a manually operable and spring biased clip posi 
tioned in part within said notch for releasably holding 
an item such as aforesaid to said flat forward portion, 
and two permanent magnets located respectively on op 
posite sides of said clip for holding said base member 
to a magnetic surface, each of said magnets being lo 
cated within the space between said top and bottom hous 
ing portions and secured to said bottom housing portion. 

2. A clipboard as defined in claim 1 further char 
acterized by said top housing portion being bent ad 
jacent its forward edge as that said forward edge is 
brought substantially into engagement with said bottom 
housing portion. 

3. A clipboard as deñned in claim 1 further char 
acterized by said magnets being located some distance 
forwardly from said rear edge to provide a transverse 
opening along said rear edge and between said top and 
bottom portions for receiving a writing instrument. 

4. A clipboard comprising a sheet metal base mem 
ber, said base member having a generally rectangular 
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and flat forward portion adapted to support a llat item, 
said base member extending rearwardly from said for 
ward portion, being reversely bent upon itself along a 
rear edge, and extending forwardly for some distance 
from said rear edge to provide spaced top and bottom 
housing portions located rearwardly of said forward 
portion, said top portion being cut away to provide a 
notch therein located intermediate the ends of said rear 
edge, a clip member positioned in part within said notch 
and supported relative to said base member for pivotal 
movement about a transverse axis and which clip mem 
ber extends both rearwardly and forwardly from its pivot 
axis, a U-shaped leaf spring positioned between said 
bottom portion and the rearward portion of said clip 
member with one arm thereof in engagement with said 
bottom portion and the other arm thereof in engagement 
with said rearward clip portion for urging the forward 
portion of said clip toward said forward portion of said 
base member, said one arm having an opening therein 
and said bottom housing portion having a collar formed 
therein which collar extends through said spring open 
ing to hold said spring in place, and two permanent mag 
nets located respectively on opposite sides of said clip 
for holding said base member to a magnetic surface, 
each of said magnets being located within the space be~ 
tween said top and bottom housing portions and being 
secured to said bottom portion. 

5. A clipboard comprising a base member having a 
generally rectangular ñat portion for supporting a flat 
item, a manually operable spring biased clip located 
adjacent one end of said rectangular flat portion and in 
termediate the sides thereof for releasably holding an 
item such as aforesaid to said base member, means pro 
Viding two housings on said base member located re 
spectively on opposite sides of said clip, and two per 
manent magnets each contained within a respective one 
of said housings for holding said base member to a mag 
netic surface, said two housings collectively defining a 
transverse opening for receiving and holding a writing 
instrument. 
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