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My invention relates to a device to facilitate the clean 
ing of paint equipment and more particularly to a device 
used in combination with a spinning tool for paint brushes 
and paint rollers. 
The cleaning of paint brushes and paint rollers has 

always been a burdensome task and this is particularly 
true when the speci?c painting job calls for many dif 
ferent types of paint. The paint cleaning art has been 
somewhat facilitated in recent years by a spinner tool 
which will spin the paint brush or paint roller into a 
dry condition after the brush or roller has been dipped 
into a proper thinning or cleaning solution. However, 
this spinning tool has not completely solved the painter’s 
problems because as it spins the brush, for example, the 
droplets of paint and thinner are scattered into the sur 
rounding area by centrifugal force. Thus, the operator 
of the spinning tool and the surrounding area often be 
come splattered with the ?ying paint and thinner ma 
terial. Because of this condition, it is often necessary 
for the operator of the tool to go out of doors or away 
from his painting area to spin the brush dry. A further 
disadvantage of this spinning tool is that great quantities 
of cleaning material are wasted as the brushes and roll 

ers are spun dry. 
Therefore, the principal object of my invention is to 

provide a paint brush cleanining aid that can house a 
paint brush which is mounted in a spinning tool to con 
fine the scattering of paint and cleaning ?uid particles 
as the brush is being spun dry. 
A further object of my invention is to provide a paint 

brush cleaning aid which will serve to salvage the clean 
ing ?uid material as it is forced from the spinning brush 
by centrifugal force. 
A still further object of my invention is to provide a 
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paint brush cleaning aid that will facilitate the separa- ' 
tion of paint particles from the cleaning fluid after the 
paint particles and cleaning ?uid have been salvaged from 
the spinning brush. 
A still further object of my invention is to provide a 

paint brush cleaning aid that is economical of manufac 
ture, durable in use, and re?ned in appearance. 

These and other objects will be apparent to those 

skilled in the art. 
My invention consists in the construction, arrange 

ments, and combination, of the various parts of the de 
vice, whereby the objects contemplated are attained as 
hereinafter more fully set forth, speci?cally pointed out 
in my claims, and illustrated in the accompanying draw 
ings, in which: 

FIG. 1 is a perspective view of my device; 
FIG. 2 is a sectional view of my device taken on line 

2-2’ of FIG. 4; 
FIG. 3 is a perspective view 

the bottom of my device; and 
FIG. 4 is a vertical sectional view taken through my 

device when it is in its operating condition. 
I have used the numeral 10 to designate a spinner 

tool which is comprised of an elongated cylinder 12 
which in turn slidably receives a plunger 14 in one of 
its ends. Spring loaded arms 16 are mounted on the 
end of cylinder 12 opposite to plunger 14 and arms 16 
are adapted to receive the handle of a paint brush 18. 
These arms 16 can also receive an elongated cylindrical 
paint roller if desired. The details of spinner tool 10 
have not been shown since they do not comprise a part 

of the tray element in 
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of my invention but it should be noted that as plunger 
14 is slidably moved in and out of cylinder 12, the arms 
16 maintain the position shown in FIG. 4 but rotate 
about the longitudinal axis of the cylinder 12 and the 
plunger 14. When the brush 18, which is held within 
the arms 16, is also rotated in this manner, the paint 
and cleaning ?uid particle-s within the brush itself are 
thrown laterally outwardly from the brush as it is de 

picted in FIG. 4. 
A cylindrical pan 20 is supported on three L-shaped 

legs 22 which are secured to the bottom of the pan by 
welding or the like. The bottom 24 of pan 20 is formed 
in the shape of a cone as shown in FIG. 4 and a tray 
26, which has the same ‘general conical shape as the 
bottom 24, rests upon the bottom of the pan 20. As 
shown in FIGS. 3 and 4, tray 26 has a vertical ?ange 
28 around its outer perimeter so that the upper surface 
of the tray is slightly separated from the bottom 24 of 
the pan 20. The upper surface of tray 26 has a plu 
rality of small holes 30 and a larger center hole 32 is 
located at the apex of the tray. 
A ?ange 34 extends around the upper perimeter of 

pan 20 and a cylindrical lid 35 is detachably mounted 
on this ?ange. Lid 35 has the same diameter as pan 
20. The upper portion 36 of lid 35 is conically shaped 
and has an opening 38 at its apex which is adapted to 
receive the cylinder 12 of-spinner tool 10‘. A door open 
ing 40 is located in the upper portion 36 of lid 35 and 
as shown in FIGS. 1 and 4, this door opening communi 
cates with the opening 38 at the top of the upper por 
tion of the lid. A door 42 is secured to the upper por 
tion 36 of lid 35 adjacent the door opening 40 and is 
hingedly secured thereto by means of hinges 44. 

Clasp elements 46, which are of conventional con 
struction, detachably secure the lid 35 to the top of the 
cylindrical pan 20. Handles 48 are located on opposite 
sides of the cylindrical portion of lid 35 to facilitate 
the lifting of the unit at desired times. A hoop element 
50 is pivotally secured to the upper portion 36 of lid 
35 by means of brackets 52. A cap 60 which is adapted 
to close opening 38 in lid 35 at times is secured to the 
upper portion 36 of the lid by means of ?exible chain 
62 which in turn is secured to an eyelet 64 on the top 

portion of the lid. 
The normal operation of my device is as follows: 

‘ When the painter desires to clean his brush 18, he may 
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wish to renrove the lid 35 from the pan 20 by actuating 
the conventional clasp elements 46. A quantity of 
cleaning ?uidv 66 can be placed within the bottom of 
pan 20 as shown in FIG. 4. The painter can then move 

tray 26 to urge the paint 
particles in his brush downwardly through the holes 30 
therein. When the brush is well vsaturated with cleaning 
?uid, the painter can then remove the brush and place 
the lid 35 back on top of the pan 20. 
The painter can then remove the cap 60 from the open 

ing 38 in the top of the lid 35 and open the door 42. 
The handle of the paint brush is then placed within the 
spring loaded arms 16 of spinner tool 10- and the brush 
18 can then be inserted into the lid 35 through the door 
opening 40. The painter can then push the lower por 
tion ‘of the cylinder 12 downwardly through the opening 
38 in the top of the lid. If the painter has not already 
saturated the brush 18 with cleaning ?uid, he can push 
the brush downwardly toward the bottom of pan 20 
until the brush is completely saturated with the cleaning 

?uid \66. 
The door '42 in lid 35 is then closed and the spinner 

tool 10 is withdrawn from opening38 until the brush 
18 is located above the level of the cleaning ?uid 646. 
This position is generally shown in FIG. 4 of the draw 
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ings. The spinner tool 10 is then operated in the man 
ner described and the rotational movement of the brush 
causes the particles of . ' 
brush to 

of the lid 35 and the cylindrical pan 20. This opera 
tion is continued until the bristles in the brush 18 be 
come dry. The door 42 in lid 35 can then be opened 
and the brush can be removed from the unit by simul 
taneously withdrawing the spinner tool 10 from the open 
ing 38 ‘and moving the brush 18 through the door open 
ing 40. The particles of cleaning ?uid and paint which 
did not land in the cleaning ?uid 66 will move down 
Wardy into the cleaning ?uid through the effects of grav 
ity. The particles of paint will continue to move down 
through the body of cleaning ?uid toward the top of 
tray 26 and will settle through the top of the tray by 
passing through the holes 30, This phenomenon takes 
place because the particles of paint are always heavier 
than the customary cleaning ?uid. If the painter so 
desires, the cap 60 can be reinserted into the opening 38 
to prevent the evaporation of the cleaning ?uid. The 
entire unit can be carried from place to place by merely 
grasping the hoop element 50. 

Since the paint particles sometimes interfere with the 
separation of the lid 35 from the cylindrical pan 20, the 
handles 48 and the L-shaped legs 22 can be utilized to 
facilitate the separation of the lid from the pan. The 
operator can place his feet on two of the L-shaped legs 
22 and by exerting an upward lifting force on handles 
48, the lid can be easily separated from the cylindrical 
pan. Of course, this separation takes place after the 
clasp elements 46 have been unfastened in conventional 
fashion. ' ' ' 

gently pouring the cleaning ?uid from the top of the 
pan 20. The paint particles, having settled to the bottom 
of the pan, are temporarily held adjacent the bottom 
during the pouring operation by the tray 26. After a 
substantial portion of the cleaning ?uid has been poured 
from the pan 20, the operator can remove the tray 26 
from the bottom of the pan and remove the paint par 
ticles therefrom. Thus, not only can the cleaning ?uid 
66 be salvaged during the brush spinning operation, but 
the cleaning ?uid can also be salvaged after repeated 
cleaning operations. 

It is seen that my device will permit the painter to 
clean his brushes at any point without fear of splatter-ing 
the surrounding area with particles of paint and cleaning 
?uid. Thus, from the foregoing, it is apparent that my 
device will accomplish at least all of its stated objectives. 
Some changes may be made in the construction and 

arrangement of my paint brush cleaning aid Without de 
parting from the real spirit and purpose of my invention, 
‘and it is my intention to cover by my claims, any modi?ed 
forms of structure or use of mechanical equivalents which 
may be reasonably included Within their scope. 

I claim: 
1. In combination, a paint brush spinning tool having 

‘an elongated cylinder of constant diameter, holding 
means extending from the lower end of said cylinder 
for detachably securing the handle of a paint brush, 
means on the upper end of said cylinder and secured to 
said holding means for spinning said holding means, and 
a paint brush cleaning aid, comprising, an enclosed con 
tainer having a ?rst cylindrical opening at its top center 
portion, a second elongated opening in said container 
adjacent to and in direct communication with said ?rst 
opening whereby a paint brush on said holding means 
can be moved directly from said second opening into said 
?rst opening, and means on said paint brush spinning 
tool detachably extending through said ?rst opening into 
the interior of said container said paint brush spinning 
tool engaging said container only at the periphery of 
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4 
said ?rst opening, said cylinder and said ?rst cylindrical 
opening having substantially the same diameter. 

2. In combination, a paint brush spinning tool having 
an elongated cylinder of constant diameter, holding 
means extending from the lower end of said cylinder for 
detachably securing the handle of a paint brush, means 
on the upper end of said cylinder and secured to said 
holding means for spinning said holding means, and a 
paint ‘brush cleaning aid, comprising, an enclosed con 
tainer having a ?rst cylindrical opening at its top center 
portion, a second elongated opening in said container 
adjacent to and in direct communication with said ?rst 
opening whereby a paint brush on said holding means 
can ‘be moved directly from said second opening into said 
?rst opening, and means on said paint brush spinning tool 
detachably extending through said ?rst opening into the 
interior of said container said paint ‘brush spinning tool 
engaging said container only at the periphery of said ?rst 
opening, said cylinder and said ?rst cylindrical opening 
having substantially the same diameter, said container 
having a ‘bottom portion and being adapted to hold a 
quantity of cleaning ?uid, a tray on the bottom portion 
of said container, means on said tray to hold its upper 
surface in spaced relation to said bottom portion, and the 
upper surface of said tray having a plurality of openings. 

3. In combination, a paint brush spinning tool having 
an elongated cylinder of constant diameter, holding means 
extending from the lower end of said cylinder for de 
tachably securing the handle of a paint brush, means on 
the upper end of said cylinder and secured to said hold 
ing means for spinning said holding means, and a paint 
brush cleaning aid, comprising, a pan, a lid detachably 
mounted on the top of said pan, a ?rst cylindrical opening 
at the top center portion of said lid, a second elongated 
opening in said lid adjacent to and in direct communi 
cation with said ?rst opening, and means on said lid for 
selectively closing said second opening; said cylinder of 
said paint brush spinning tool detachably extending 
through said ?rst opening into the interior of said pan; 
said cylinder and said first cylindrical opening having sub 
stantially the same diameter. 

4. In combination, a paint brush spinning tool having 
an elongated cylinder of constant diameter, holding means 
extending from the lower end of said cylinder for detach 
ably securing the handle of a paint brush, means on the 
upper end of said cylinder and secured to said holding 
means for spinning said holding means, and a paint brush 
cleaning aid, comprising, a pan, a lid detachably mounted 
on the top of said pan, a ?rst cylindrical opening at the 
top center portion of said lid, a second elongated opening 
in said lid adjacent to and in direct communication with 
said ?rst opening, and means on said lid for selectively 
closing said second opening; said cylinder of said paint 
brush spinning tool detchably extending through said ?rst 
opening into the interior of said pan; said cylinder and 
said ?rst cylindrical opening having 

being adapted to hold a quantity of cleaning ?uid, a tray 
on the bottom portion of said pan, means on said tray 
to hold its upper surface in spaced relation to said bot 
tom portion, and the upper surface of said tray having a 
plurality of openings. 

5. In combination, a paintbrush spinning tool having 
an elongated cylinder of constant diameter, holding means 
extending from the lower end of said cylinder for detach 
ably securing the handle of a paint brush, means on the 
upper end of said cylinder and secured to said holding 
means for spinning said holding means, and a paint 
brush cleaning aid, comprising, a pan, a lid detachably 
mounted on the top of said pan, means for rigidly secur 
ing said pan to said lid at times, a ?rst cylindrical open 
ing at the top center portion of said lid, a second elon~ 
gated opening in said lid adjacent to and in direct com 
munication with said ?rst opening, and means on said 
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lid for selectively closing said second opening; said cylin- tachably securing the handle of a paint brush, means on 
der of said paint brush spinning tool detachably extend- the upper end of said cylinder and secured to said holding 
ing through said ?rst opening into the interior of said means for spinning said holding means, and a paint brush 
pan; said cylinder and said ?rst cylindrical opening hav- cleaning aid, comprising, a pan, a lid detachably mounted 
ing substantially the same ‘diameter. 5 on the top of said pan, means for rigidly securing said 

6. In combination, a paint brush spinning tool having pan to said lid at times, a ?rst cylindrical opening at 
an elongated cylinder of. constant diameter, holding means the top center portion of said lid, a second elongated 
extending from the lower end of said cylinder for detach- opening in said lid adjacent to and in direct communica 
ably securing the handle of a paint brush, means on the tion with said ?rst opening, and means on said lid for 
upper end of said cylinder and secured to said holding 10 selectively closing said second opening; said cylinder of 
means for spinning said holding means, and a paint brush said paint brush spinning tool detachably extending 
cleaning aid, comprising, a pan, a lid detachably mounted through said ?rst opening into the interior of said pan; 
on the top of said pan, a ?rst cylindrical opening at the said cylinder and said ?rst cylindrical opening having 
top center portion of said lid, a second elongated opening substantially the same diameter; the upper portion of said 
in said lid adjacent to and in direct communication with 15 lid assuming the shape Of an inverted 00116 

said ?rst opening, and means on said lid for selectively closing said second opening; said cylinder of said paint References Cited in the ?le of this Pat?nt 
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