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rThis invention relates to prophylactic devices' of the 
type used to prevent the tr'ansmission of venereal diseases. 

Sealed prophylactics in common use are inclined to 
exert a iback pressure, upon the discharge of semen, 
against the prostate with consequent injurious effects. 
Attempts have been made to remedy this defect by pro 
viding an enlarged protuberance on the discharge end of 
the cylindrical body of the prophylactic, but it has been 
found that such structurcs not only do not materially re 
duce the said back pressure but they also tend to injure 
the uterus. 

it is therefore an object of the present invention to 
provide 'an improved prophylactic which will substantial 
ly reduce or completely eliminate the above objectionable 
characteristics. 
The above 'broad as well as additional and more speci?e 

objects will ybe clari?ed in the following description where 
in reference numerals re-fer to like-numbered parts in the 
aecornpanying drawing. It is to be noted that the draw 
ing is intended primarily 'for the purp'ose of illustration 
and that it is therefore neither desired nor intended to 
limit the invention necessarily to any or all of the eXact 
details shown or 'deseribed except insofar as they may be 
deemed essential to the invention. 

Referring 'brie?y to the drawing, PIG. 1 is a front ele 
vational view of one form of a prophylactic device em 
bodyin'g features of the present invention. 
PIG. 2 is partly a side elevational view and partly 

a longitudinal sectional view of the same. 
FIG. 3 is a front elevational view of a modified form 

of the invention. 
PIG. 4 is partly a side elevational view and partly a 

longitudinal sectional view of the form shown in FIG. 3. 
FIG. 5 is a front elevational view of a further modi 

?ed form of the invention. 
'FIC? 6 is a sectional View taken on the line 6-6 of 

PIG. 5. 
Referring in detail to the drawing, the numerals 10, 10a 

and ltib indicate the prophylactics in, respectively, FIGS. 
1 `and 2, FIGS. 3 and 4, and FIGS. 5 and 6. 
The device 111 is of unitary construction made, as is 

custornary, of a thin elastic material such as ruhber, land 
it includes the cylindrical body 11 which is of 'substantial 
ly constant 'diameter and the head or front end 12. It 
will be noted that the head 12 is rounded to form an ap 
proximately semi-cylindrical extension from the 'body 11. 
The junction of the head with the body 1-1 is indicated 
in FIG. 2 -by the transverse phantom line 13. The outer 
most (left-hand, FIG. 2) extremity of the head, instead 
of being roun'ded, is a flat disc-shaped portion 14 lying 
in a plane at right angles to the axis of the ̀ ibody 11. ›For 
a distance longitudinally rearward of the portion 14-, Ithe 
head 12 is provided with arcuate folds or creases 15 
which radiate divergently rearward from the 'circumfer 
ential edge of the portion 14 to what may be termed the 
base of the creased portion of the head and which is in 
dicated in FIG. 2 by the phantom line 16. Thus the 
head 12, reading from left to right, PIG. 2, consists of 
the ?at disc portion 14, the annular creased portion 17, 
and the annular smooth portion 18 between the Phantom 
lines 16 and 13. 
Upon the discharge of semen it will be noted that the 

pressure exerted against the head 12 will cause unfolding 
of the creases 15 with consequent expansion of the creased 
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portion 17 vto take up ̀ the said pressure and provide room 
to be oocupied by the semen, without exerting a back 
pressure upon the prostate. The smooth surface of the 
flat disc portion 14, under these conditions, will obviously 
not provide an injurious effect upon :the uterus. 

In FIGS. 3 and 4, parts which are relatively like parts 
of the structure shown in FIGS. 1 and 2, bear li'ke refer 
ence numerals followed by the su?ix “a.” In this form of 
the device it will be noted that the disc portion 14a has a 
larger diameter than the portion 14, and that the base 
line 16a of the creased portion 17a is` positioned farther 
back than the line 16. Consequently, 'a larger .area of 
the exp'andible creased portion is provided, as well as 
a larger area of the ?at disc portion 14a. 

in the modi?cation illustrated in FIGS. 5 and 6, the 
expandable creased portion 17h extends from the disc 
portion Mb all the way 'back to the phantoin line 13h, 
whence no equivalent to the annular portion 18a is pro 
vided. In these ?gures also parts which .are relatively 
like parts in the other ?gures' of the drawing bear similar 
reference numbers followed by the su?ix “b.” As a con 
sequence of the structure shown in FIGS. 5 and 6, the ex 
pandable portion 17h is substantially larger than its equiv 
alent shown in FIGS. 1-4, thus providing substantially 
more room for 'discharged semen. 

In .all of the forms illustrated in the 'drawing it is to be 
noted that expansion (of the creased portion 17, 17a or 
171)) takes place almost entirely in radial -directions with 
respect to the axis of the device. This eharaeteristic not 
only minimizes back pressure upon the prostate but also 
minimjzes injury to the uterus in lthat no forward pressure 
is applied against the uterus during such expansion. 

While the invention has been described with particular 
reference to the stru'ctures shown in the drawing such 
is not to be construed as a limitation upon the invention 
which is best defined in the acco'rnpanying -cl'airns. 
The invention having thus been described, what is 

claimed `and 'desired to be secured by Letters Patent is 
as |follows: 

1. A prophylactic device comprising a unitary hollow 
member of thin elastic material including a cylindrical 
|body portion open 'at the rear end and a rounded head 
closing 1the front end thereof, the head having a flat disc 
shaped portion at the outer extremity thereof coaxial with 
and ?t right angles to the axis of `the 'body and of lesser 
diameter than the body, the annular portion of the head 
between the body and said disc-shaped portion having cir 
curnferentially spaced arcuate creases therein extending 
radially from the cir'cumferential edge of said disc-'shaped 
portion whereby upon díschar'ge of semen into the de 
vice with consequent increase of pressure within said 
head said annular portion 'of the head exp'ands almost 
entirely radially with respect to said axis rather than 
longitudinally along the axis. 

2. A prophylactic device according to claimy 1, the 
circumferential junction line of said head with said body 
lying in a plane parallel with the pl'ane of said disc-shaped 
portion, said creases terminating at said junction line. 

3. A prophylactic device according to claim 1, the 
circumferential junction line of said head with said body 
lying in a plane parallel with the plane of said disc 
shaped portion, said creases terminating in a ciroumfer 
ential line lying in a plane sp'aced between said iirst-named 
and said second-named planes. 
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