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This invention relates to a device for raising sunken 
objects. More particularly, this invention relates to a 
device adapted to be mounted on the side of an object, 
such ,as an outboard motor, providing means both for 
locating and raisingthe object in the event it drops under 
the surface of the water. 
Up to this time, a suitable means for locating and 

raising sunken objects has not been devised. For ex 
ample, when an outboard motor accidentally is dropped 
into'the water, adiver must be hired to locate the motor 
if the water is of considerable depth. Such a procedure 
is quitevexpensive as it is often difficult to remember at 
a later date exactly where the motor dropped. Further, 
when the motor is dropped in salt water, the motor must 
be retrieved quickly or it ,is severely damaged. Due to 
the high cost of outboards, insurance rates have risen 
sharply to cover the loss in the event of such an accident. 
These are but a few of the reasons a device for locating 
and raising sunken objects has become necessary. 

It is an object of this invention to provide a device 
for locating and raising sunken objects. The device of 
this invention is especially useful in assuring one that 
an outboard motor can be quickly located and raised in 
the event it accidentally falls into the water. This device 
is simple in construction and compact in size. It may 
be shaped to an in?nite variety of con?gurations so that 
the appearance of the object to which it is mounted is 
enhanced. Its simplicity in structure assures positive 
operation and minimal production costs. 

These and other objects of this invention will be more 
fully understood upon reading the following speci?cation 
in conjunction with the accompanying drawings, wherein: 
FIG. 1 is a plan view of a boat motor having a pair 

of the devices comprising this invention mounted thereon; 
FIG. 2 is a perspective, exploded view of the device 

comprising this invention; and 
FIG. 3 is a plan view of the device of this invention, 

a portion thereof being broken away to better show the 
parts thereof. 

Brie?y, this invention relates to a device for raising 
sunken objects, such as an outboard boat motor, which 
includes a housing attached to the object. A cable is at 
tached to the object and lies within the housing. A ?oat 
is secured to the free end of the cable, also lying within 
the housing. At least a portion of this housing is de 
tachable when subjected to water pressure, whereby the 
?oat escapes therefrom and rises to the surface of the 
water, the cable connecting the ?oat and the object. 

Referring more speci?cally to the drawings, reference 
numeral 1 in FIG. 1 designates an outboard motor, hav 
ing a pair of devices ‘10 comprising this invention mounted 
on the sides thereof. Only one application of this device 
165 is shown, the device being used to locate and retrieve 
a boat motor accidentally dropped to the bottom of a lake 
and the like. However, it is to be speci?cally understood 
that this invention is not limited to this single applica 
tion. Rather, this device may be used to locate and 
retrieve any object which has fallen to the bottom of a 
body of water. 
The device 10 includes a housing 11 which is mounted 

on the boat motor 1. It will be noted that one of the 
devices it), including the housing 11, is mounted on each 
side‘ of the boat motor 1. The purpose of this will be 
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more fully explained hereinafter. In the embodiment 
shown, a base plate v1.2 is secured to the boat motor by 
means of attachment screws 13. A reel 14 is a?ixed to 
the base plate 12, the reel being rotatable about its 
spindle 15. A cable .16 is secured to the reel 14, the 
cable being coiled therearound and threaded through an 
eye 17. A ?oat 18 is secured to the free end of the 
cable 16. . 
The reel 14, cable 16 and ?oat 1$ are of a size such 

that they are enveloped by the housing 11 and lie therein 
when the housing is attached to the base plate 112. The 
housing 11 includes a diaphragm 20, which is of a thick 
ness such that it will rupture upon being exposed to water 
pressure. The housing itself is attached to the base plate 
12 ‘by means of any one of several well-known water 
soluble glues. Preferably, the connection between the 
housing and the base plate is waterproofed at the outside 
of the ‘housing to prevent accidental dislodging of the 
housing as water splashes against it during use of the 
motor. It should be noted that it is not necessary that 
therentire housing be removable from the motor. Rather, 
it is only necessary that a portion thereof be removable, 
that portion being of a size sufficient to allow the ?oat 
~18 to vpass out of ‘the housing as will be more fully 
explained hereinafter. 
The operation of the device 10 will now be described 

in detail. One such device is mounted at each side of 
the cowling of an outboard boat motor 1. As stated pre 
viously, the devices 16 may be shaped to a con?guration 
to complement the design of the particular motor to which 
it is attached. In the event this motor is accidentally 
dropped into the water during use, the device 10 func 
tions as follows. When the diaphragm 20 in the housing 
11 is subjected to water pressure, it will rupture. As 
water ?ows into the interior of the housing 11, it con 
tacts the water soluble glue used to mount the housing 11 
on the base plate 112. The housing then becomes de 
tached therefrom and the ?oat 1% immediately rises toward 
the surface of the water, unwinding the cable '16 from the 
reel 14 as it rises. The eye 17 guides the cable 16, 
assuring that it will not become entangled as the ?oat 18 
rises. Thus, upon reaching the surface of the water, the 
?oat 18 identi?es the spotv where the motor has fallen. 
Further, upon grasping the cable .16, the motor may then 
be raised to the surface of the water. It will be noted 
that a device 10 has been placed on each side of the 
motor .1, assuring that a ?oat will rise to the surface 
of the water regardless of which side the motor happens 
to fall on as it lies on the bottom of the body of water. 
In another form of this invention, the area A within 

the husing '11 may be ?lled with a water reactable, gas 
forming chemical to assure the removal of the housing 11 
very quickly after the diaphragm 20 ruptures. By a water 
reactable, gas forming chemical we mean a chemical such 
as calcium carbide (CaCZ) which releases acetylene gas 
upon being exposed to water. This expanding gas will 
literally force the housing loose from its attachment when 
used in precise, easily calculated amounts. Sodium or 
potassium metal compounds would be other examples of 
such water reactant, gas forming chemicals of which there 
are many in existence. 

It will be noted that this invention has provided a 
device for locating and retrieving sunken objects with a 
minimum of effort. The deviceis simple in construction 
and positive in operation. It may be quickly and simply 
mounted to an object, ready for use in the event the 
object sinks into the water. As soon as the housing 
is removed from the device, either by means of weakening 
its connection by water soluble glue or by the reactant 
force of a gas forming chemical, the ?oat rises to the 
surface of the water. This both identi?es the spot where 
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the object has fallen and the cable provides the means 
for raising the object back to the surface of the water. 

While only certain embodiments of this invention have 
been shown and described, itmay be possible to practice 
the invention through the utilization of other embodiments 
without departing from the spirit and scope thereof. 
Such other embodiments are included ‘as a part of this 
invention as de?ned by the following claims. 
We claim: 
1. A'device for raising sunken objects, comprising: a 

housing attached to the object; a cable attached to the 
object and lying within the housing; a ?oat attached to 
the free end of the cable and lying within said housing; 
a diaphragm positioned in a wall of said housing, said 
diaphragm breakable upon being subjected to water pres 
sure; and at least a portion of said housing attached to the 
object with water soluble glue whereby said portion of 
said housing becomes’, detached when the object is sub 
merged under water and said diaphragm breaks, said 
?oat rising to the surface and said cable connecting said 
?oat and the object. 

2. A device for raising sunken objects, comprising: a 
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housing attached to the object; a cable attached to the I 
object and lying within the housing; a ?oat attached to 
the free end of the cable and lying within said housing; 
a diaphragm positioned in a wall of said housing, said 
diaphragm breakable upon being subjected to water pres 
sure; a water reactable, gas forming chemical in said 
housing; and at least a portion of said housing attached 
to the object with water soluble glue whereby said por 
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tion of said housing becomes detached when the object is 
submerged under water and said diaphragm breaks, sub 
jecting said chemical to water, said ?oat rising to the 
surface and said cable connecting said ?oat and the object. 

3. A device for raising sunken objects, comprising: a 
housing attached to the object; a reel mounted on the 
object and positioned Within said housing, a cable attached 
to said reel and coiled therearound within said housing; 
a ?oat attached to the free end of the cable and lying 
within said housing; a diaphragm positioned in a wall of 
said housing, said diaphragm breakable upon being sub 
jected to water pressure; and at least a portion of said 
housing attached to the object with water soluble glue 
whereby said portion of said housing becomes detached 
when the object is submerged under water and said dia 
phragm breaks, said ?oat rising to the surface and said 
cable connecting said ?oat and the object. 
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