


3,084,738 April 9, 1963 c. |_. TRUESDALE 
DRAPERY HEADING SEAM 

2 Sheets-Sheet 2 

INVENTOR. 

ma. 
y a Altarneys 

BY ,QM 
«d 

Cavour Langdon 7?uesda/e 

Filed Nov. 28, 1960 



Uited States Patent O 

l 

3,084,738 
DRAPERY HEADING SEAM 

Cavour Langdon Truesdaie, % Plastic Products Inc., 
1822 E. Franklin St., Richmond 23, Va. 
Filed Nov. 28, 1960, Ser. No. 72,073 

10 Claims. (Cl. i60-330) 

The present invention generally relates to a novel and 
improved structure in a plastic drapery and more particu 
larly to a novel heading at the upper edge of the drapery 
for receiving the usual supporting elements. 

Heading structures for plastic drapes have been devel 
oped to a certain extent as disclosed in p1ior Patent No. 
2,884,053, issued April 28, 1959. As set forth in that 
patent, plastic drapes are used for many purposes and 
the heading structure at the upper edge of the draperies is 
a most important part of the present invention. The 
drapery structure of the present invention has for its 
primary object the provision of a novel heading structure 
providing downwardly opening pockets for receiving sup 
porting drapery hooks or the like formed by spaced 
parallel seams formed by heat sealing. 

LAnother very important object of the present inven 
tion is to provide a drapery structure in accordance with 
the preceding object in which the heading structure is 
formed from a plurality of superimposed members with 
at least one of said members being constructed of a rela 
tively stiff reinforcing material for retaining the heading 
structure of the drapes in a neat condition. 

Still another feature of the present invention is the 
construction of the heading of the drapery of a plurality 
of layers of plastic material sandwiching a layer of rein 
forcing material such as buckram or crinoline impreg 
nated with a vinyl plastic whereby the elements of the 
heading structure are secured to each other and to the 
main drape by heat sealing the elements together, the 
elements being secured to the main drapery by a plurality 
of spaced heat sealed areas for bonding the elements of 
the heading to the main drape and at the same time elimi 
nating weak points in the drapery. 

Yet another important feature of the present invention 
is the provision of a plastic drapery having a reinforced 
heading having downwardly opening pockets formed 
therein which is simple in construction, easy to manu 
facture, easy to provide with supporting hooks, neat in 
appearance when suspended and relatively inexpensive to 
manufacture. 

These together with other objects and advantages which 
will become subsequently apparent reside in the details 
of construction and operation as more fully hereinafter 
described and claimed, reference being had to the accom 
panying drawings forming a part hereof, wherein like 
numerals refer to like parts throughout, and in which: 
FIGURE l is a plan view of a drapery illustrating the 

interior surface of the drapery of the present invention; 
FIGURE 2 is a detailed sectional view taken substan 

tially upon a plane passing along section line 2-2 of 
FIGURE ll illustrating the construction thereof; 
FIGURE 3 is an exploded view illustrating the com 

ponents of the present invention and the manner in which 
they are assembled and heat sealed to each other; 
FIGURE 4 is a detailed sectional view taken substan 

tially upon a plane passing along section line 4--4 of 
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FIGURE i1 illustrating the arrangement of the compo 
nents when assembled; 
FIGURE 5 is an exploded view similar to FIGURE 3 

of a modified form of the present invention; 
FIGURE 6 is a sectional view of the construction of 

FIGURE 5 when assembled; 
FIGURE 7 is an exploded View of another form of 

the invention employing only three components; 
FIGURE 8 is a sectional view of the construction of 

FIGURE 7 illustrating the orientation of the components 
when assembled; and 
FIGURE 9 is a fragmentary perspective view of the 

construction of FIGURE l with portions thereof broken 
away illustrating in detail the relationship of the structural 
components. 

Referring now specifically to the drawings, the numeral 
10 generally designates the drapery construction of the 
present invention which includes an enlarged main drape 
panel |12 formed of plastic material such as vinyl, poly 
ethylene and the like. The main drape panel 12 is of 
any desired size and may be provided with any suitable 
coloring, design or the like on the surface. The panel 
may be either opaque, translucent or the like and is sup 
ported by any suitable support rod disposed over the 
area which is to be covered by the drape. 
The heading at the upper end of the main drape panel 

includes a plurality of structural components including 
the upper edge portion of the main panel 12. Disposed 
against the inner surface of the main panel 12 is a rein 
forcing member 14 of buckram or crinoline impregnated 
with a thermoplastic material such as vinyl or the like. 
As illustrated, the reinforcing member 14 is disposed 
against the inner surface of the main panel 12 and has the 
upper edge thereof slightly spaced below the upper edge 
of the main panel 12. Disposed against the inner surface 
of the plastic impregnated buckram or crinoline rein 
forcing member E14 is a vinyl plastic strip 16 having the 
upper edge thereof slightly disposed below the reinforc 
ing material edge and having the lower edge thereof ex 
tending substantially below the lower edge of the buck 
ram reinforcing member v14. Disposed against the inner 
surface of the vinyl strip 16 is another and slightly thicker 
vinyl `strip ‘18. The vinyl strip 18 is thicker than the 
vinyl strip 16 but is not as stiff as the reinforcing plastic 
impregnated buckram or crinoline member 14. 
The lower edge of the thin vinyl strip 16 is secured 

to the main plastic drape panel 12 by a plurality of slight 
ly spaced heat sealed areas 20 which form what may be 
considered a Greek key with the drape panel 12. The 
upper edge of the innermost and thicker vinyl panel 18 
is heat sealed to the top edge of the main drapery panel 
12 as indicated at numeral 21. 
yAll of the elements 14-18 are secured together by a 

plurality of longitudinally elongated heat sealed seams 
22 which extend from the lower edge of the plastic strip 
1S and extend throughout the vertical height thereof thus 
deñning a plurality of longitudinally spaced pockets for 
receiving supporting hooks. The longitudinal heat seams 
22 are formed by any suitable mechanism and heat and 
pressure applied will fuse or join all of the plastic ele 
ments 14~`18 which leaves main panel 12 free except at 
areas 20 and 21. 
The form of the invention illustrated in FIGURES 5 

and 6 is similar to that illustrated in FIGURE 1 and in 
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cludes a main drapery panel 3d, a plastic impregnated 
buckram or crinoline reinforcing member 32, a relatively 
narrow vinyl plastic strip 34 and an innermost vinyl 
plastic strip 36. The upper edge of the buckram or re 
inforcing member 312 is disposed just below the seam 38 
at the upper edge of the main panel 3ft and the lower edge 
of the plastic strip 34 is secured between the lower edges 
of the buckram reinforcing member 32 and vinyl plastic 
strip 36. The elements are heat sealed to each other in 
the manner illustrated in FIGURE 6 in which the strip 34 
is narrow but extends between the main panel 30r and strip 
36 and is heat sealed to the panel 3d by a plurality of 
longitudinally spaced heat sealed areas 40 and the upper 
edge of the strip 34 is disposed intermediate the lower 
edge of the buckram reinforcing member 32 and the 
vinyl strip 36 and is heat sealed thereto at longitudinally 
spaced vertical lines along the heading to form pockets 
somewhat inthe nature of the pockets formed in FIGURE 
1. The top edge of the vinyl strip 36 is heat sealed to the 
top edge of the main drape panel 30 along heat seal line 
38 which is above the top edge of the buckram which al 
lows for passage of air over the top edge of the reinforcing 
member 32 in the same manner as in the device of FIG 
URE l. 
FIGURES 7 and 8 illustrate a simplified form of the 

invention in which the main drape panel is designated by 
reference numeral 42, the buckram reinforcing member 
or strip is designated by numeral 44 and a vinyl strip is 
designated by numeral 46. In this construction, the vinyl 
strip 46 is disposed immediately adjacent and is heat 
sealed to the main panel 42 along a top edge 48 and at 
longitudinally spaced points 50. The buckram strip 44 
which is shorter than the vinyl strip 46 is secured to the 
vinyl strip 46 at longitudinally spaced vertical lines for 
providing a plurality of vertical pockets which are open 
at the top and at the bottom for receiving the supporting 
fasteners and also for permitting passage of air from the 
top of the pockets. 

In each form of the invention, the buckram forms a 
reinforcement or stiffening material for the drape and 
the particular construction of the assembly, in each in 
stance, enables air to be vented from the pocket. Also, 
this construction completely eliminates conventional 
stitching thus eliminating a weakening structure. Further, 
the spaced points of sealing of the components together 
will eliminate a continuous weakened area »which may be 
formed by a heat seal and which sometimes begins to rip 
or tear at this point. 
The foregoing is considered as illustrative only of the 

principles of the invention. Further, since numerous 
modifications and changes will readily occur to those 
skilled in the art, it is not desired to limit the invention 
to the exact construction and operation shown and de 
scribed, and accordingly all suitable modifications and 
equivalents may be resorted to, falling within the scope 
of the invention as claimed. 
What is claimed as new is as follows: 
l. A drapery comprising a main panel of plastic ma 

terial, a reinforcing member, and a strip of vinyl plastic, 
said reinforcing member and strip being heat sealed to 
gether along vertical lines, said vertical lines of sealing 
being spaced from each other, said reinforcing member 
being of relatively stiff material impregnated with plastic 
material whereby the strip may be heat sealed to the re 
inforcing member, said strip being heat sealed to said 
main panel for retaining the components assembled. 

2. The structure as defined in claim l wherein said re 
inforcing member is in the form of a strip of buckram 
impregnated with a thermoplastic material. 

3. The structure as defined in claim 1 wherein the strip 
of vinyl is disposed in overlying relation to the reinforcing 
member, and a narrow strip of vinyl plastic disposed be 
tween the lower edge of the vinyl strip and the reinforc~ 
ing member and sealed thereto, the lower edge of the 
narrow strip -being attached to the main panel at a plu 
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4 
rality of longitudinally spaced points below the lower 
edge of the reinforcing member. 

4. The structure as defined in claim l wherein said 
reinforcing member is disposed against the inner surface 
of the vinyl strip, .said vinyl strip disposed against the 
inner surface of the main panel with all three components 
being attached together by heat sealing along a plurality 
of spaced vertical lines thereby defining a plurality of 
pockets. 

5. The structure as deñned in claim l wherein said 
reinforcing member is disposed against the main panel, 
said vinyl strip being disposed against the reinforcing 
member and eXtendng therebelow for connection with 
the main panel, and a second vinyl strip disposed against 
the ñrst vinyl strip and connected thereto with the lower 
edge of the second vinyl strip being coincidental with the 
lower edge of the reinforcing member thus defining 
pockets for supporting hooks when the plurality of spaced 
vertical heat sealed lines are formed. 

6. A plastic drape comprising an enlarged sheet of 
plastic material, a strip of buckram disposed along the 
upper edge of the inner surface of said sheet, a first strip 
of vinyl plastic disposed in overlying relation to the strip 
of buckram with the edges thereof extending above and 
below the edges of the buckram strip, and a second 
plastic strip overlying said îirst plastic strip with the lower 
edge of the second plastic strip being connected to tr e 
first plastic strip generally `coincidental with the lower 
edge of the buckram, the upper edge of the second plastic 
strip being connected with the upper edge of the plastic 
sheet, the upper edge of the lirst plastic strip bein”t spaced 
below the upper edge of the plastic sheet, said buckram 
and plastic strips being secured together by longitudinally 
spaced vertical heat sealed seams for providing bottom 
opening pockets between the first and second plastic 
strips for receiving fastener hooks, said strip of buckrarn 
being stiffer than the plastic strips and reinforcing the 
pockets, the upper edges of the strips and buckram en 
abling escapement of air from the pockets. 

7. The structure as defined in claim 6 wherein the 
first mentioned plastic strip is attached to the plastic 
sheet at a plurality of closely spaced longitudinal arcas 
to eliminate continuous weakened areas in the plastic 
sheet. 

8. A plastic drape construction comprising an enlarged 
main panel of plastic material, a strip of stiff cloth im 
pregnated with thermoplastic material forming a rein 
forcing member and disposed against the inner surface 
of the upper edge portion of said main panel, a first 
plastic strip disposed against the inner surface of the re 
inforcing member and ‘having the lower edge thereof ex 
tending below Ithe lower edge of the reinforcing member, 
a second plastic strip disposed against the inner surface 
of the first plastic strip and having the upper edge aligned 
with the upper edge of the main panel and the lower edge 
thereof disposed above the lower edge of the first plastic 
strip and in alignment with the lower edge of the rein 
forcing member, said reinforcing member and the first 
plastic strip having the upper edges thereof aligned and 
spaced below the upper edges of the main panel and the 
second plastic strip, the upper edges of the main panel 
and second plastic strip being continuously sealed at the 
upper edge thereof, the lower edge of the ñrst plastic 
strip being heat sealed to the main panel at a plurality 
of closely and longitudinally spaced areas thereby elimi 
nating a continuous weakened area on the main panel, 
said reinforcing member, lirst plastic strip and second 
plastic strip being secured `together by a plurality of 
longitudinally spaced vertical heat sealed areas thereby 
forming downwardly opening vertical pockets between the 
first and second plastic strips with `the reinforcing mem 
ber serving to reinforce the entire length of the pocket 
for maintaining it in a neat condition and also maintain 
ing the plastic relatively stiff so that pleats formed therein 
will maintain their shape. 
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9. The structure as defined in claim 8 4wherein said 
heat sealed areas are orientated in spaced pairs with the 
areas in each pair being spaced apart sufficiently to re 
ceive a drapery supporting hook. 

10. The structure as defined in claim 9 wherein said 
second plastic strip is thicker than the ñrst plastic strip, 
said main panel being free of the reinforcing member 
whereby air ma f be vented over Vthe top and bottom edges 
of the reinforcing member, said reinforcing member be 

ing connected solely to the ñrst and second plastic strips 
at the spaced Vertical heat sealed areas. 
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