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This invention relates to an improvement in lighted 
shelf strip and deals particularly with a display strip 
which may be attached to the standard price strip mold 
ing commonly used on the edges of shelving in super 
markets and the like in order to provide a lighted display 
for use with a predetermined product. The display 
shelves on which merchandise is being displayed in super 
markets and the like are normally provided along their 
outer edges with an extruded strip of aluminum or simi 
liar material designed to accommodate ?exible numerals 
and symbols to indicate the price of a product. This mold 
ing is provided with forwardly projecting hook shaped 
portions between which the price indications may be in 
serted. ‘It is a feature of the present invention to provide 
an elongated shelf strip which ?ts into this price strip 
molding and which is designed to contain a plurality of 
lights or one or more elongated ?uorescent bulbs. This 
shelf strip is merely clipped into place, and the lights 
are plugged into an electrical outlet to ‘form an illumi 
nated display. 

It is an object of the present invention to provide a 
vshelf strip which is in the form of an elongated extru 
sion of translucent plastic or similar material which is 
generally in the form of a slit tube. The portions of 
the tube on opposite sides of the slit are for-med out 
wardly to extend into interlocking relation with the hook 
shaped projections on the price tag molding which sup 
ports the translucent housing in a position. The extru 
sion is box shaped in cross section and preferably in 
cludes a ?at front side which is also provided with op 
posed hook shaped projecting lips. A transparent or 
translucent sign advertising a particular product may be 
engaged between these hook shaped lips from illumi 
nation from within the extruded housing. 
A feature of the present invention resides in the pro 

vision of an insertable lighting ?xture which comprises 
merely an elongated supporting strip having light sockets 
arranged in intervals thereon connected by suitable wir 
ing. The ends of the supporting strip are connected to 
a pair of end plates which generally follow the contour 
of the inner surface of the hollow extrusion. ln assem 
bling the device, it is only necessary to insert this support 
ing strip within the hollow extrusion after or before the 
extrusion is attached to the price tag molding. The 
cross members support the light supporting strip and 
form end closures for the hollow body. 
A further feature of the present invention resides in 

the provision of a strip sign of the type described which 
is preferably formed of extruded plastic or the like and 
which is su?iciently resilient so that it can be ?exed into 
position in engagement with the price tag molding. A 
set screw type of device is provided designed to extend 
between opposite sides of the housing on opposite sides 
of the split portion thereof and which may be used to 
spread the ends of the extrusion apart to hold it hooked 
into place. 

These and other objects and novel features of the 
invention will be vmore clearly and fully set forth in the 
following speci?cation and claims. 

In the drawings forming a part of the speci?cation: 
FIGURE 1 is a perspective view of one end of the 

strips, showing the construction thereof. 
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FIGURE 2 is a perspective view of the insertable light 

ing ?xture which is used in the interior of the outer 
casing. 
FIGURE 3 is an end view of the casing of the sign. 
FIGURE 4 is a front elevational view of a portion of 

a shelf with the strip sign in place thereupon. 
The lighted shelf strip is indicated in general by the 

letter A, and may be made of any desired length. The 
sign A is used in conjunction with a shelf B of the type 
used to display goods in a supermarket or the like. 
T he shelf B is provided with a price tab molding ill ex 
tending along its outer edge and into which price tag 
cards may be inserted to indicate the price of the wares 
being displayed. The molding iltl includes a strip 11 
which extends substantially the height of the shelf board 
12 and the'molding includes oppositely directed'upper 
?anges 13 and 14, and similar opposed oppositely directed 
lower ?anges l5 and 16. The hook shaped ?anges 13 
and 15 are designed to overlie portions of the edge of 
the shelf board 12 while the outwardly directed ?anges 
14 and 16 form opposed grooves 17 and 19 which are 
normally designed to engage the upper and lower edges of 
price tags. 
The sign A is formed preferably of translucent or trans 

parent plastic and is preferably an extruded end closure 
which may be cut in desired lengths. The enclosure is 
generally shaped as indicated in FIGURE 3 of the draw 
ings, including a substantially ?at front panel 2t) which 
is connected along its lower edge to a substantially flat 
bottom panel 21. The upper edge of the panel 20 is 
connected to a ?at or slightly rounded top panel 22. A 
?ange 23 extends in right angular relation to the top panel 
22 and terminates in a reversely turned hook ?ange 
24-. The bottom panel 21 is connected to an angularly 
extending ?ange 25 which terminates in a reversely and 
outwardly extending hook ?ange 26. The hook ?anges 
21'; and 26 are directed outwardly and are normally spaced 
apart a distance which is substantially greater than the 
distance between the bases of the grooves 17 and 19 
of the molding 18. As a result when the ?anges 24 
and 2-6 are engaged in the grooves 17 and '19 of the 
molding, the enclosure is securely attached to the mold 
ing due to the normal tendency of the enclosure to re 
turn to its normal spread position. Obviously, the hous 
ing is made of material sufficiently resilient to permit 
the ?anges 24 and 26 to be drawn together suf?ciently to 
be engaged in the grooves 17 and 19. 
A hook shaped projection 27 extends forwardly from 

the juncture between the front panel 20 and the top 
panel 2.2, and an opposed hook shaped ?ange 29 extends 
forwardly and upwardly from the juncture between the 
front panel 2t? and the bottom panel 21. These ?anges 
27 and 29 form grooves 3t} and 31 to receive a sign 
32. of any suitable type. The sign 32 is preferably suf 
?ciently transparent or translucent so that light may 
shine through the Wall 2d of the housing and through 
the sign, the sign containing indicia 33 of any desired na~ 
ture which may be printed in opaque ink or the like on 
the face of the sign. Alternatively, this arrangement 
may be reversed so that the major portion of the sign 
is onadue. and the indicia is transparent. 
An insertable lighting ?xture indicated in general by 

the numeral 32 and illustrated in FIGURE 2 of the draw 
ing is positioned within the outer enclosure which is 
indicated in general by the numeral 33’. The insert 32 
comprises ‘an elongated supporting strip 38 of any desired 
material and which may be channel shaped in cross 
section with the base of the channel designed to extend 
vertically. The strip 38 supports a series of longitudi 
nally spaced sockets 34 designed to accommodate light 
bulbs 35. Conductors such as 36 connect the various 
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sockets 34 to provide current for illuminating the bulbs 
35, the conductor 36 normally comprising a pair of wires 
connected to the socket terminals, the conductor extend 
ing through a circuit breaker 37 to a plug 39' which may 
‘be plugged into any electrical outlet. 
The ends 46 of the strip 38 are bent at right angles 

and are secured in face contact with a pair of end plates 
41 which are designed to fit within the translucent en 
closure 33’ and which are designed to form end closure 
for the ‘outer enclosure. The plates 41 are secured to the 
strip ends by rivets 42, spot Welding or by any other suit~ 
able means. The entire insertable unit 32 is of slightly 
shorter length than the outer enclosure 33’ so that 
the end plates ‘41 are slightly recessed into the ends 
of the enclosure. 
An adjustable spreader which is indicated in general 

by the numeral 43 may be used to hold the ends of the 
enclosure $3’ spread apart so that the ?anges 24 and 
26 cannot become accidentally disengaged from the mold 
ing 10. In the form illustrated, the spreader includes 
a generally U-shaped metal clip 44 which is designed to 
slip over an end of the bottom panel 21 of the enclosure 
'33’. A pin 45 having a threaded portion 46 is threaded 
through the U-shaped clip 44. The panel 21 is provided 
with an opening or a notch designed to accommodate the 
threaded shank 46, and a thumb nut 47 is provided on 
the lower end of the pin. 
When the enclosure 33’ is properly engaged in the 

notches 17 and 19 of the molding 19, the U-shaped clip 
may be inserted over each end of the bottom panel 21, 
and the pin may be inserted through the threaded opening 
49 in the clip and through the corresponding opening 
in the panel 21, not illustrated in the drawings. By 
tightening the pin 45 against the top panel 22 of the en 
closure 33', the panels 21 and 22 maybe positively held 
in ?xed spaced relation so that the ?anges 24 and 26 can 
not be sprung toward one another su?iciently to permit 
disengagement of the housing from the molding 19. 
By loosening the pin 45 out of contact with the top panel 
22, the ?anges 24 and 26 may again be sprung toward 
one another when the sign is to be disengaged. 

In accordance with the patent statutes, we have de 
scribed the principles of construction and operation of 
our improvement in lighted shelf strip, and while we 
have endeavored to set forth the best embodiment there 
of, we desire to have it understood that changes may 
be made within the scope of the following claims with 
out departing from the spirit of our invention. 
We claim: 
1. A lighted shelf strip for use in combination with a 

price tag molding, the molding including a strip having 
parallel ?anges forming opposed inwardly opening 
grooves adapted to receive opposite edges of price cards 
and the like, the shelf strip including, 

an elongated housing of resilient translucent material 
and including, in series, an upper rear wall panel, 
top panel, a front panel, a bottom panel and a low 
er rear Wall panel, 

rearwardly extending reversely turned ?anges on the 
edges of said upper and lower rear wall panels, 
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4 
said reversely turned flanges being normally spaced 

apart a distance substantially greater than the dis 
tance between the grooves of said molding, 

said housing front panel having integral opposed hook 
shaped parallel ?anges thereon near the upper and 
lower edges thereof de?ning a pair of opposed in 
wardly opening grooves, 

said last named grooves being spaced apart a distance 
substantially greater than the distance between said 
grooves of said molding, 

an illuminating means in said housing including an 
elongated support upon which spaced light support 
ing sockets are mounted, and 

end plates on the ends of said elongated support form 
ing end closures, said plates being slidable longitudi 
naily of said housing. 

2. The structure of claim 1 and including expansi'ole 
means extending between said top and bottom panels and 
operable for holding said reversely turned ?anges en 
gaged in the grooves in said molding. 

3. The structure of claim 1 and in which said bottom 
panel is Wider than said top panel, and said front panel 
inclines upwardly and rearwardly when said housing is 
in place. 

4. The structure of claim 1 and in which said illuminat 
ing means is shorter than said housing, and 

expansible and contractable means extending between 
said bottom panel and said top panel to hold said 
panels from ?exing inwardly, 

said expansible and contractable means being out 
wardly of said end plates and serving the additional 
purpose of holding said illuminating means in said 
housing. ‘ 

5. The structure of claim 4 and in which said expan 
sible and contractable means comprises a U-shaped clip 
embracing a portion of the end of one of said top and 
bottom panels, 

the sides of said U-shaped clip having aligned aper 
tures therethrough normal to the surface thereof, 
at least one of which is threaded, and 

a threaded rod extending through said apertures to ex 
tend across the end of said housing to engage the 
other of said top and bottom panels. 
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