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This invention relates to catalog covers. More partic 
ularly it relates to catalog covers of the loose leaf typ'e 
Which are very inexpensively manufactured of a semi 
durable material and which are used by many industrial 
?rms to retain up to date information that ?uctuates 
rapidly. 

There is a de?nite need in industry for a catalog cover 
having a suitable binding Which permits the ready insertion 
of new sheets or substitution of sheets therein and which 
is manufactured of an unusually inexpensive material and 
yet meets the requirements of the trade in that it provides 
a su?iciently sturdy and rigid cover to protect the individu 
lal Sheets and to preclude undue deformation of the folder 
during normal handling. My previous US. Letters Pat 
ent No. 2,891,554 constitutes a Substantial improvement 
over such folders as heretofore known and it has been 
Well accepted by the industry. I have found, however, 
that even this folder which is relatively inexpensive can 
be improved upon, simpli?ed, and redesigned to provide 
a novel and relatively inexpensive construction which 
adequately meets the needs of the trade. My invention is 
designed to provide additional advantages and to eliminate 
a substantial portion of the cost of the construction of a 
cardboard catalog cover. 

It is a general object of my invention to provide a novel 
and improved catalog cover which is unusually simple in 
construction and relatively inexpensive as compared to 
catalog covers heretofore known. 
VA more speci?c object is to provide a novel and im 

proved catalog cover binder which can be manufactured 
very inexpensively and which performs in an improved 
manner. 

Another object is to provide a novel and improved cata 
log cover and binder therefor Which is extremely simple 
in construction and assembly and yet highly efficient in 
function to provide an improved catalog cover Which ade 
quately meets the need of the trade. 
Another object is to provide a catalog cover binder 

Which can be manufactured separately and can be ap 
plied to a simple cover to furnish a highly satisfactory 
loose leaf cover member. 

Another object is to provide a novel and improved cata 
log cover binder so constructed and arranged to inherently 
provide and convert a normally inadequately rigid back 
member into a rigid back member which adequately meets 
the needs of the trade and substantially strengthens the 
entire cover. 
Another object is to provide a novel and improved 

catalog cover binding post so constructed as to provide 
increased ?exibility in purpose and function so as to 
furnish more desirable holding means for individual sheets 
to be carried within the catalog cover. 

These and other objects and advantages of this inven 
tion Will more fully appear from the following description, 
made in connection with the accompanying drawings, 
wherein like reference characters refer to the same or 
similar parts throughout the several views, and in Which: 
FIG. 1 is a prespective view of one embodiment of my 

invention. 
FIG. 2 is a vertical sectional view of the binder taken 

along line 2-2 of FIG. 1, and 
FIG. 3 is an exploded view of the binder also taken 

along line 2-2 of FIG. 1. 
FIGS. 1-3 show a catalog cover indicated generally by 

the numeral 5 embodying my invention. As shown, the 
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catalog cover 5 includes a sheet 6 of semi-rigid material 
such as thin cardboard which is folded over along spaced 
parallel lines indicated at the points 7 and 8 into a front 
cover element 9, a back cover element 10 and an interme 
diate back area 11 extending longitudinally of the cover. 
The front cover 9' has an inner surface 911 and an outer 
surface 911 and the back cover 10 has an inner surface 1011 
and an outer surface 10th as best shown in FIG. 2. 
The semi-rigid sheet of cardboard 6 when so folded is 

unsatisfactory for use as a catalog cover in that the mate 
rial from which the sheet 6 is made is of insu?icient rigid 
ity to satisfactorily protect sheets which would be placed 
therewithin. In addition, of course, it is unsatisfactory 
because no means for retaining such sheets has been pro 
vided. It is important to note however, that because of 
its texture and lack of rigidity this sheet may be made 
of a relatively inexpensive material which When Combined 
with my loose leaf page binder provides a very inexpen 
sive but highly satisfactory catalog cover. 
My loose leaf page binder Which is indicated generally 

by the numeral 12 is also formed of semi-rigid material 
such as cardboard which is thin and shown in an elon 
gated strip. This strip 13l is scored along a line extending 
longitudinally of the strip at the point 14 to divide the 
strip into a relatively narrow marginal minor portion 15 
and a relatively wide major portion 16. 'Ilie minor por 
tion 15 thereupon becomes in the nature of a ?ap while 
the major portion 16 constitutes a base therefor. 
A plurality of embossments 17 are formed in the strip 

13 and are spaced longitudinally thereof. For the sake 
of Simplicity a single embossment is described and it Will 
be understood that each of the embossments are identical 
in structure and therefore corresponding numerals have 
been applied thereto in the drawings. As best shown in 
the FIG. l the embossments are generally circular in 
con?guration and form circular recessesv18 in the major 
portion 16 of the strip. These recesses 18 are formed 
in the under surface of the major portion 16 and each is 
provided with a centrally disposed opening 19 which is 
formed through the strip. 

Disposed fwithin each of the recesses 18 and extending 
upwardly through the associated openings =19 is a ?exible 
tubular member which has been indicated generally Iby 
the numeral 20. These tubular members 20 are prefer 
ably formed of |rubber or some similar ?exible `resilient 
material. Each of the .tubular members 20 is provided 
Iwith ia ?at, thin, highly flexible base 21 and an upstanding 
tubular portion 22, the upper end of which is open. It 
will :be noted that the ?at thin base is generally circular 
in con?guration and is less than one half in thickness as ` 
compared to the thickness of the Wall structure of the 
tubular member 20. It |Will also :be noted that when the 
tubular member 20 is applied to the strip 13 so that the 
tubular portion 22 extends upwardly through the opening 
19, the flat base 21 is substantially entirely received within 
the recess 18 of the embossnien-ts. 
There is `also provided a plurality of headed members 

indicated generally by the numeral 23 one each of Which 
is .received and |positively gr-ipped by the resilient tubular 
portion 22 of one of the tubular members 20. It will be 
noted that the headed members 23b is each provided With 
a head 24 from which a post member 25 extends down 
wardly. The post member 25 has its outer surface ser 
rated as shown in FIG. 3. 

After the tubular members have been inserted through 
the strip 13 the under surface of the strip 13 is applied to 
the sheet 5 land adhered to it with a layer of adhesive 26. 
It Will be noted that the major portion 16 of the strip 
13 is applied -to the inner surface 10a of the back cover 
element immediately adjacent the back area 11 and that 
the relatively minor portion 15 or ?ap is applied to the 
back area 11. The marginal portion 15 is of the same 
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width as the Iback area 1~1 and of the same length so that 
the two elements are coextensive. - V 

I have found that when a binder member such :as de 
scn'bed herein is applied with adhesive to the inner sur 
face of such a'she'et 6 in the manner'hereinbefore'de 

' scribed, the ?ap 15 cooperates With the back 'area 11 to 
provide a n'gid back for the vcover and imparts the neces 
sary rigidity to the entire cover to satisfactorily meet the 
needs of the trade.V The looseV leaf sheets, of course, are 
'applied to the tubular'mem'bersV 20 after the headed mem 
v'bers 23 have been removed With the tubular portions 22 
extending .upwardlythrough the sheets. After the sheets 
have Vbeen applied to the tubularmembers 22 the headed 
-members 23. are replaced as shown i-n FIGS. 2 and 3 to 
-securely hold these sheets in place. ` 

One of the .advantages of'my invention is that the thin 
f?exi'ble base member 21 imparts su?icient ?exibility to 
the upstanding tubular members 20 such that the sheets 
`which aresecured thereby :are less likely to be torn When 
subjected vto a slight pulling action by the user. In such 
instances the highly ?exi'ble Ibase 21 permits the tubular 
portion 22 to :bend with the strain. Such ?exibility pre 
cludes tearing of the sheets in many instances Where a 
completely rigid member WouldV cause the sheets to be 
torn. Even the post members in my previous Patent 
No. 2,891,554 is not as satisfactory in this respect because 
the 'base member there is relatively rigid and is of such 
thickness as to preclude any appreciable use. As a result 
pulling on a sheet which is held by such a member vvill 
cause the sheet to tear quite readily. 

, Another advantage of my invention, in addition to the 
fact that the back l11 is made rigid by the ?ap 15, is. the 
fact that the entire catalog cover when constructed in 
accordance fwith my invention is substantially cheaper 
than any heretofore -known and yet functions in a highly 
satis-factory manner and meets the needs of .the trade. 
In addition such a catalog cover is much easier to as 
semble and eliminates much of the inconvenience in-V 
volved in repflacing or substituting individual sheets from 
within a large number or volume already within the book 
or holder. _ . 

The material from which the sheets 6 and the strip 13 
are made is of a weight commonly referrtd to as “tag 
stock.” ` 

The sheet 6 and the elongated strip 13 are each formed 
of a sulphate fiber material commonly referred to as 
manila tag stock which has -a weight of 175 pounds per 
ream consisting of 500 sheets with -dimensions each of 

V 24 inches by 36 inches. Such sheets having a thickness of 
0.0125 each. 

It Will, of course, be understood that various changes 
may fbe made in the form, details, arrangement and pro 
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portions of the parts without departing from the scope of 
this invention which consists of the matter shown and 
described herein and set forth in the appended claim. 
What is claimed is: 
A catalog cover comprising a sheet made of thin card-_ 

board .folded along spacedadjacent parallel lines into 
a front cover element, a back cover element, and a back 
area disposed intermediate said elements and extending 
generally normal ther'eto, saidxelements-having an inner 
and an outer surface, and a binder comprising an elon 
gated strip of thin semi-rigid cardboard material having 
an upper surface and an under surface, said strip'being 
scored longitudinally and thereby divided into only'a 
relatively narrow marginal minor portion and a relatively 
Wide major portion, said major portion having a plu 
rality of longitu-dinally spaced preformed permanent em- > 
bossrnents formed therein and an opening formed through 
said strip and disposed centrally within Veach ofV said' 
embossrnents, said embossments providingrecessed areas 
in the under surface of said strip, a plurality of flexible 
tubular members each having a ?at thin ?exible base, each 
of said tubular members having its ?at ?exi'ble Ibase ?tted 
snugly within one of said recessed areas of said strip and 
having its tubular portion extending upwardly through the 
associated said opening of said strip to lock eachtubular 
member in position, a plurality of headed members 'each 
having a serrated post element which extends outwardly ' 
from its head and is received in positively gripped rela 
tion Within the tubular portion of Vone of the tubular 
members, and adhesive means between substantiallythe 
entire under surface of said strip and theinner surface of 
said sheet'and ?xedly Securing the same thereto, said 
adhesive means securingsaid minor marginal portion of 
said strip directly to band along the back Varea of said 
sheet and cooperatively forming' therewith a rigid back 
for the cover and Securing the major portion of said strip 'V 
along the `inner surface of the back cover element adja 
cent said back area with said tubular members upstand 
ing and cooperatively forming a loose leaf catalog from 
which pages may be easily, quickly and readily removed 
or substituted'. - ' ` - ' 
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