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Claims. (Qi. 1_3) 

This invention relates to a stapling device having a 
number of specific improvements which will be set forth 
in this specification. -While these improvements are im 
portant singly they also, in combination, contribute to 
the production of a stapling device which is extremely 
compact, easily operable, and simple to manufacture. 
The novel features of the stapling device of this 

invention are (l) the means for loading the device and 
automatically retracting the follower upon such loading, 
(2) the means employed for simple replacement of the 
follower retracting member, (3) the means used for 
aligning the rail within the magazine, (4) means used 
to assemble the top member to the cap of the stapling 
device, and (5) the means used to position the driver 
upon the cap of the stapling machine. 
The means -for loading may be briefly described as 

including, in a stapling machine having an open magazine, 
follower guide means therewithin, a follower operatively 
connected to said follower guide means, and a cover 
normally disposed upon the magazine and pivotally mov 
able with respect thereto, the improvement which com 
prises spring means in operative relationship with the 
follower normally urging the follower forwardly, and 
flexible follower retracting means (preferably a doubled 
metal strip) operatively connected to the follower and 
the cover. 

The means employed for simple replacement of the 
follower retracting member may be brieliy described as 
comprising means for disengaging one end of the follower 
retracting means (preferably from the cover). 
The means employed for aligning the rail within the 

magazine may be described as comprising a casing hav 
ing its lbase split into right and left lateral portions, pref 
erably longitudinal and of equal size. Each of the right 
arid left portions of the casing are provided with a lat 
erally disposed opening therewithin. A rail is secured 
Within the casing and has a pair of oppositely disposed 
locating lugs each adapted to lit into one of the openings 
within the casing. Since only the ‘base of the casing of 
the magazine is split into the aforesaid right and left 
portions the casing is laterally deformable prior to secure 
ment of the rail within the casing, and this fact permits 
the rail to be positioned accurately within the casing, t-he 
lugs, as will be described subsequently, permitting simple 
location of the rail within the casing. 

In the preferred modification of this structure the 
upper portion of each of the lugs is offset from the base 
portion (preferably by 90 degrees). The offset portion 
of the lugs is designed to bear against guide means which 
are provided extending upwardly from the base. 
The means employed to assemble the top member to 

the cap of the stapling machine comprise a cap member 
provided with a first opening and a second opening (the 
second opening being preferably paired). An upwardly 
movable member is disposed adjacent the tirst opening 
and a top member is provided overlying the cap member. 
The top member is formed with a first and a second down 
wardly depending member (the second downwardly 
depen-ding member being preferably paired) which are 
disposable within the respective openings within the cap. 
The Íirst downwardly depending member has a recess 
upon the leading side thereof which is adapted to accom 
modate the adjacent portion of the wall of the cap. The 
downwardly depending member disposable within the 
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second opening is initially slidably movable therein. The 
upwardly movable member is adapted to abut the trail 
ing side of the first downwardly ̀ depending member when 
the adjacent portion of the cap is within the recess so 
as to hold the top member in place upon the cap. 

l"libe means used to position the driver upon the cap 
of the stapling machine comprise a cap construction hav 
ing a pair of laterally spaced lugs upon the underside 
thereof with an offset driver blade disposed between the 
lugs. 

In addition to the apparatus constructions claimed in 
this application, the application also includes claims to 
the novel method of securing the rail to the magazine of 
the machine so as to position the parts accurately and 
to the novel method of securing the top member 0f the 
cap of the stapling machine. 

Aside from the objects of this invention set forth above 
other objects and advantages of the construction of this 
invention and the methods claimed lwill be apparent to 
the reader as this description proceeds. 
The invention will be further described `by reference 

to the accompanying drawings which are made a part of 
this specification. 
FIG. 1 is a side perspective view of a stapling machine 

made in accordance with this invention. 
FIG. 2 is a side View, partly in section, of the stapling 

machine shown in FIG. 1 showing the top member and 
cap construction of this invention. 
FIG. 3 is a sectional view of the stapling machine 

shown in FlG. 2 taken along lines 3_3 of FIG. 2. 
FIG. 4 is a side view of the stapling machine similar 

to that of FIG. 1 but with a portion about the guide 
members upon the base of the machine broken away to 
show the internal construction. 

FIG. 5 is a detail sectional view of the stapling machine 
shown in FIG. 4 taken along lines 5_5 of FIG. 4. 

FIG. 6 is a detail sectional view of the stapling machine 
shown in FlG. 4 taken along lines 6_6 of FIG. 4. 

FIG. 7 is a side view of a stapling machine made in 
accordance with this inventori with the cover thereof par 
tially removed from its normal position above the maga 
zine so as to show the details of construction, portions 
of the cover are broken away to show the internal con 
struction. 
FIG. 8 is a sectional view of the stapling machine 

shown in FIG. 7 taken along lines 8_8 of FIG. 7. 
FIG. 9 is a sectional View of the stapling machine shown 

in FIG. 7 taken along lines 9_9 of FIG. 7. 
FlG. 10 is a side perspective view of the rail used with 

in the magazine casing of the stapling machine of this in 
vention. 

FiG. 11 is a side perspective view of the magazine cas 
ing of the stapling machine of this invention. ' 
FIG. 12 is a side perspective view of the assembled 

magazine casing and rail of the stapling machine of this 
invention with portions of the magazine casing broke-n 
away to show the internal construction. 
FIG. 13 is a fragmentary side view of a stapling ma 

chine made in accordance with this invention with the 
cover thereof in partially open position with respect to 
the magazine. 

FlG. 14 is a sectional view of the stapling machine 
shown in FÍG. 13 taken along lines 14_l4 of FIG. 13. 
FIG. 15 is a sectional View of the stapling machine 

shown in FlG. 14 taken along lines 15_ll5 of FIG. 14. 
FIG. 16 is a fragmentary sectional View of the magazine 

and associated parts of the stapling machine shown in 
FIG. 14 taken along lines M_ld of FIG. 14. 

FIG. 17 is a sectional view of the stapling machine 
shown in FIG. 14 taken along lines 17_l7 of FIG. 14. 
FIG. 18 is a bottom plan View of the stapling machine 
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of this invention with the bottom cover portion of the 
machine removed to show the parts involved. 

FIG. 19 is a bottom plan view of the magazine of the 
stapling. machine of this invention. . . . 

Referring now to the specific form of the stapling ma 
chine shown in the drawings for a detailed description 
thereof, the machine 11 of this invention is formed with 
a'base 12, an anvil 13 disposed upon base 12, a pair of 
«guide members 14 extending upwardly from base 12, and 
an open magazine pivotally connected to base 12. 

Anvil 13 bears a pair of spaced downwardly depending 
supports 16 which extend through openings within base 
12. " A spring 17 is disposed between supports 16. Anvil 
13 is movable upon base 12 and a pair of mating detent 
portions 40b and41b are provided on the base 12 and 
spring 17 so that anvil 13 assumes two` specific positions 
upon base 12,. Y 

Anvil 13 bears pinning recess 18` and clinching recess 
19 (FIG. 1) which may be selectively positioned beneath 
magazine 15. Y . 

An opstanding connecting member 20 is provided and 
is divided intobifurcatedl portions 25. Each of portions 
25 is partially disposed within a recess 26 within base 12. 
A securing member 27, a part of guide members 14 and 

joining said members to one another, is also provided 
which-is secured to base 12 by rivets 28. Securing mem 
ber_27 also _bears recesses _29 alignable with recesses 26. 
A lower support member 31 is disposed between bifur 

cated portions 25_ of connecting member 2G. Support 
member'ßl is supported in recess 26 in base 12 by secur« 
ing> member 27. _ 
An upper support portion is also provided between the 

bifurcated portions 25 of connecting member 20. Upper 
support portion 32 is an integral part of connecting mem 
ber 20. 

`A spring 33 is disposed between lower support member 
31 and upper support member 32. The entire spring and 
support members assembly is supported in place by se 
curing'member 27 beneath base 12. 

`Recesses 26 and 29 within base 12 are slightly larger 
Vthan ythe portions of member 20 disposed therewithin so 
that member 20'is pivotally movable with respect to base 
12. . 

The upper parts of eachof members 25 are formed into 
hook portions'34 (FIG. 17). Hook portions 34 are dis 
posable within recesses 35‘(FIG. 14) located at the base 
‘36 of magazine 15. 

15 

20 

25 

35 

40 

A front foot 37 and-a rear foot 3S are secured .to base l 
12 bypsecuring members 39. . . 
A bottom cover 22 is formed with a tongue 40m (FIG. 

15) which is disposable'kwithin-a recess 41a located with 
infront foot 37. Bottom cover 22 is also‘formedwith a 
'pair of springable clips 24 which are secured to down 
‘w'ardly depending portion of securing member 27 when 
the cover is in place.V _ . , 

Magazine 15_is formed of` casing 4Q' and rail 47. Cas 
ingv40 is formed witha base 41 which isV divided into right 
andleft portions 42 and 43. Portions 42 and 43 are 
joined to one another by front portion 44. Y . . 

' Casing 40 is alsoprovided with` lateral openings 45 
within portion 42 and additional lateral openings 46 with 
in portionY V43. Rail 47 is disposed within casing 40. 
Rail 47 is formedwith locating lugs 48 which are adapted 
to be at least partially disposed within openings 45 and 
46. Each of lugs 48 is formed of a base portion 49l and 
an 'offset upper portion 50. 

Rail 47 is secured to casing 40 by rivets 51a (FIGS. 
14, 16 and 19) and also by portions9'4 of casing 49 being 
.driven into holes 95 in rail 47. 

Base 41 of casing -40 is also provided with slots 35 
therewithin. Rail -47 is also provided with slots 52 there 
within. Slots 35 and 52 are adapted to partially register 
with one another when rail Á47 is properly positioned upon 
casing 40 but slots 35 and 52 are also partially out of regis 
trationas shown at 53 (FIGS. 14 and.19).V Hook <por 
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tions 34 of connecting member 20 are adapted to be dis 
posed within the registering portions of slots 35 and 52 
with hook portions 34 abutting only the forward portions 
of the slots in normal latched position. 

Rail 47 is valso formed with a rear upstanding portion 
54 which is provided with a hole 55 therethrough. Rail 
47 also bears a front upstanding portion 56 which is also 
provided with a hole 57 therethrough.. Rail 47 also has 
opstanding sides 58. A pair of depressions 65 partially 
extending through casing 40 at the interior thereof are 
likewise provided. . 
When rail 47 is properly aligned within casing 40 a 

space 59 is provided between the forward portionV of cas 
ing 40 and the front of rail 47. Space 59 registers with 
space 66 within casing 4t) (FIG. 19) so as to provide 
a staple ejecting channel. 
A followerV guidel 60 is partially disposed within holes 

55 and 57 and is held in position by snap ring 67. A fol-` 
lower 62 is also disposed upon rail 47 and upon follower 
guide 60. A follower spring is also disposed upon fol 
lower guide 60‘ behind follower 62. 
A follower retractor ̀ 63- (FIGS. 7, 8, and 13) is formed 

of a doubled ñeXible element and is secured to follower 
62 by rivet 64. 
A cover 68 is pivotally disposed above magazine 15. 

‘Cover 68 is secured to magazine 15 by hinge pin 83 
which passes through mating openings provided within 
cover 68, magazine 15, guides 14 and cap 79. 

Cover 68 is also formed with depending sides 70 and 
71. Side 70 of cover 68 is provided with spaced openings 
-72 and '73 and side 71 of cover 68 is provided with spaced 
openings 74 and 75. »Clips 76 and 77 are also provided. 
The side portions of cli-ps ’76 and 77 are disposed within 
openings 72-74 and '73-75. The body portion 69 of 
clip 77 is disposed within the doubled portion of follower 
retractor 63 (FIG. 8). The side portions of clip 76 are 
adapted to abut slots 65 within casing 40 so as to remov 
ably secure cover 68V to magazine 15. 
A tongue 78 is formed at the forward portion of cov 

er 68. 
A cap 79» is disposed above cover 68 and is provided 

with a tirst opening 80 and a spaced pair of second open 
ings 81. An upwardly movable member 82 is part of 
cap 79 and is disposed adjacent íirst opening 80. Hinge 
pin >33V also >passes through cover 68 and cap 79. 
Cap 79 is also provided with lugs 84. Driver blade 

85 is disposed between lugs 84 and is secured to cap 79 
Iby holding extrusions 86. Driver blade 85 is also pro 
vided with a slot 87 through which tongue 78 passes. 
Ram spring 88 is secured to cap 79 by rivets 89 and 

bears against the top of cover 68. 
Top member 96H5 disposed above cap 79 and is formed 

with a first downwardly depending member 91 and a pair 
ofV spaced second downwardly depending members. 
Member 91 is provided with a recess 93 upon the lead 
ing side thereof (FIG. 2). Member 91 is also disposable 
within opening 80 while members 92 are each disposable 
within an opening 81. Openings 81> are longer than each 
of members 92 while a wall of cap 79 can enter recess 93. 
This permits sliding movement of ltop member 90 along 
cap 79-to secure two parts to one another as will be sub 
sequently explained. ` 
The foregoing description sets forth the parts of the 

stapling machine of this invention. The operation thereof 
will now be explained. 
The machine is loaded by moving cap 79 upwardly 

which causes the side portionsV of clip 76 to leave open~ 
ings 65 within casing 40. This permits pivotal movement 
of cap 79, cover 68 and top member 96 (since the parts 
are secured to one another) and exposesrail 47 within 
magazine 15. Since follower retractor 63 is secured Ito 
cover 68 the movementor” the parts causes retractor 63 to 
exert a rearward pull against follower 62 and moves this 
memberV rearwardly against the tension of follower 
spring 61.’ ' 
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The machine may now be loaded by placing staples 
(not shown) over rail 47. After this is done cap 7‘9 is 
moved downwardly until the side portions of clip 76 
snap into openings o5 within casing íitl. This movement 
also releases the tension of retractor d3 from follower 62 
permitting spring el to move follower 62 forwardly until 
stopped by the presence of staples in magazine l5'. The 
machine can then be used to staple articles by pressing 
upon top member 9d which moves driver S5’ downwardl 
and expels a staple into the work. The release of pres~ 
sure upon top member 9d causes this member to assume 
its normal position because of the upward pressure 
exerted by spring SS. 
When driver 35 is removed from the staple channel 

follower spring 6l moves follower e?. forwardly and posi 
tions another staple for operatic-n. 

it sometimes happens that follower retractor 63 breaks 
4in operation of the machine and must be replaced. The 
construction of this machine is such that the replacement 
is a very simple matter. Follower retractor 63 is -re 
moved from its secured position to cover e3 by moving 
the slides of clip 77 ltowards one another. The sides 
can now be removed from openings 73-75 and retractor 
63 disengaged from clip 77. 
Snap ring 7 can then be removed from follower guide 

6d and follower guide 6h moved longitudinally so as to 
remove it from openings 55 and S7. The assembly con 
sisting of follower and follower retractor »53 can then be 
removed from follower gnide et) and a new assembly put 
in its place. Guide 6@ can then be reinserted into open 
ings 55 and S7, snap ring 67 placed into position and the 
replacement is completed. 
The stapling »machine of this invention can be easily 

converted into a tacker by merely pulling upon magazine 
l5. rIbis exerts pressure upon hook portions 3d and 
causes connecting member 2l? to move pivotally. This 
disengages hook portions and permits base l2 to be 
moved out of alignment with magazine l5' to permit tack~ 
ing. if the device is again to be used for stapling then 
realignment of base and magazine will cause hook por 
tions 34 to again snap into position and lool; the machine 
into stapling relationship. 
The assembly of the stapling machine of this inven~ 

tion will now be described so as to illustrate other features 
of this invention. 

Before proceeding with the description of the assembly 
the reader is advised that the specific order of assembly 
of parts set forth herein need not be strictly followed. 
Persons skilled in this `art could marie variations which 
would still fall within the scope of this invention. 
The assembler of the device of this invention takes base 

2.2 and positions connecting member 2d, lower support 
member 3l, upper support member portion 32 and spring 
33 in proper relationship upon base l2. Guide members 
14 having securing por-tion 27 thereupon is assembled to 
base i3 from the bottom and is riveted into place by 
rivets ZS. 

Anvil 13 is then brought into position upon base l2 
with supports lo thereupon disposed in »the proper re 
cesses provided in base l2. Spring i7 is then placed into 
position >between supports l5. 

Front foot 37 and rear foot 33 are then placed into 
position beneath base l2 and secured into place. 
Cap member 79 is then »taken by the assembler. Briv 

er S5 is placed into position between lugs 24 within a 
bending fixture. The be iding fixture also positions driv 
er 85 into its proper position beneath cap 79. The lix 
ture then bends lugs 34;» about driver d5' and drives a por 
tion of cap 7? into driver 8S forming holding extrusions 
8d which firmly position driver S5 into place. Ram 
spring SS is then placed into position beneath cap 79 
and riveted into place by rivets Si 
Top member 9i? is then placed into position upon cap 

79. First downwardly depending member 9i is placed 
within íirst opening Sil within cap member 79 with the 
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recess within the leading side of member 91 adjacent the 
upper wal-l of member Qd. Second downwardly depend 
ing members 92 of top member gli are placed within the 
larger part of each of openings 81 within cap member 79. 
Top member 9@ is then slid along cap 7 9 in the direction 
of the arrow shown in FIG. 2 until the abutting portion 
of the wall of cap 79 is disposed within recess 93 as shown 
in PEG. 2. Upwardly movable mem-ber ¿i2 is then moved 
in the direction shown by the arrow in FÍG. 2 adjacent 
movable member d2 into abutting relationship with mem 
ber Ml to firmly position top member 9b upon cap 79. 

ln the preferred construction of the parts each of open 
ings Sl are narrower in the direction of initial movement 
of top member 9d upon cap 79 so that the sides of the 
openings Sil cut into the members 92 »and aid in proper 
positioning. 

The cover 63 is then obtained by the assembler. Cover 
65 is placed in side position and tongue 73 placed with 
in slot 37. Cover ed is then turned dat ̀ so as to lock the 
parts into operative relationship with one another. 

Casing di) of magazine l5 is then obtained 'by the as 
sembler. Rail ¿i7 is then obtained and right portion 42 and 
left portion 43 of casing 4t) spread apart so that lugs ¿i3 
of rail 47 can be disposed within openings 45 and 46. 
After the parts are placed together then assembly of 
magazine and rail is placed into a locating ñxture. The 
fixture spaces the front part of rail /137 from the front of 
casing It@ and positions the sides of casing ¿nl against in 
termediate portion Sie of rail 47 (HG. l2). 
When the parts are thus properly located the parts are 

doweled into place by driving portions of the casing 4d 
into holes 95 previously placed within rail 47. After this 
is done the rail ¿i7 is permanently positioned within cas 
ing d@ by rivets Sie. This also prevents portions ¿i2 and 
¿i3 from being spread apart again. 
The above assembly also causes upper portions Si) of 

lugs d8 to extend beyond the outer walls of the magazine. 
Portions Sil are then utilized of journaling members abut 
ting gui es ld and thus properly positioning magazine l5 
with respect to anvil lâ. 
From the above description the reader will note that 

the rail 47 is positioned within casing 4d by using the in 
terior spacings only. Thus material thickness variations 
will not interfere with accuracy required. 

After the magazine-rail assembly including casing d@ 
and rail ¿i7 is put together the yfollower 62 is then ob 
tained and assembled to follower retractor 63 ̀ by rivet 64 
so as to produce an assembly consisting of follower and 
retractor. Snap ring 67 is then slipped upon follower 
guide et? lbehind the recess (not shown) within guide 
o@ for the reception of ring 67. Follower guide et) is 
then put through hole 57 in rail 47 and moved forwardly 
as far as it can go. Follower e2 is then disposed upon 
guide et) and spring 6l. disposed behind follower 62. The 
rear end portion of follower guide o@ is then placed with 
inphole 55 and guide oil moved rearwardly until the recess 
within guide o@ (not shown) is disposed just behind front 
tab 56 of rail 47. Ring 67 is then snapped into position 
to hold the parts in place. . 

Clip 76 is then assembled `to cover 68 by moving the 
sides thereof inwardly and then releasing the sides into 
openings 72-74. The body portion 69 of clip 77 is placed 
within the doubled portion of retractor 63 and clip 77 
then secured to cover 63 by moving the sides thereof in 
wardly and releasing them into openings 73-75 so that 
retractor 63 is in place. 
The mating openings within guide members ld, maga 

zine l5 and cap 79 are aligned and hinge pin 83 driven 
through the openings to secure the parts to one another. 
The materials used in the construction of the parts of 

the stapling machine of the instant invention are the usual 
materials employed for such purposes or materials which 
could be utilized. 
The preferred material for top member 9i) is impact 

resistant plastic but the member could be made of metal, 
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wood, or similar material. The follower retractor 63 is 
preferably made of flexible metal shim stock but could 
also be made of tear resistant plastic such Mylar or it 
could be made of fabric, rubber, etc. 
The remaining parts of the machine are preferably made 

of metal having the properties required by the parts. 
The foregoing specific embodiments of this invention as 

set forth in lthe specification herein are for illustrative 
.purposes and for purposes of example only. Various 
)changes and modifications could obviously be made with 
in the spirit and scope of this invention and would occur 
to those skilled in this art. 

l claim: 
l. A stapling machine comprising, in combination, a 

base, an anvil and guide means upon said base, an open 
magazine pivotally connected to said base, provided with 
lateral lug accommodating openings therein and spaced 

, from said base, spring means operatively connected to said 
magazine and to said base7 said magazine having a rail 
secured therewithin formed with a pair of oppositely 
disposed locating lugs adapted to lie adjacent the outer 
surfaces of opposite sides of said magazine and abut said 
guide means, follower guide means disposed within said 
magazine, a follower operatively connected to said fol 
lower guide means, a cover normally disposed upon said 
magazine and pivotally movable with respect thereto, 
spring means in operative relationship with said follower 
normally urging said follower forwardly, disengageable 
flexible follower retracting means operatively connected 
to said follower and said cover, complementary fastening 
members upon the sides of said magazine and said cover, a 
cap pivotally connected to said `cover and overlying the 
same, spring means operatively connected to said cover 
and to said cap, a pair of laterally spaced lugs upon said 
cap, a bent driver blade disposed ybetween said lugs, means 
connecting one end of Said cover to said driver blade, 
said cap being also provided with a first opening and a 
second opening therewithin and a member adjacent said 
first opening; a top member formed with a first and a 
second downwardly depending member smaller than said 
openings disposable Within the respective openings with 
-in said cap, the downwardly depending member disposable 
within said above-named first opening having a recess on 
the leading side thereof adapted to accommodate the ad 
jacent portion of said cap, said adjacent member being 
adapted to abut the trailing side of said first downwardly 
depending member when the adjacent portion of said cap 
is within said recess so as to hold said top member in 
place. , 

2. A stapling machine comprising, in combination, a 
base, an anvil and upstanding guide means upon said 
base, an open magazine provided with a discharge open 
ing pivotally connected to said base, spring means opera 
tively connected to said magazine and to said base and 
normally holding said magazine in spaced relationship 
with said base, a rail secured within said magazine hav 
ing two spaced pairs of oppositely disposed locating llugs 
adapted to lie adjacent the outer surfaces of opposite 
sides of said magazine and abut said .guide means, said 
magazine being also provided with two spaced pairs of 
oppositely disposed-lateral recesses permitting said lugs 
to pass therethrough, a follower guide rod secured within 
said magazine, a follower movable upon said follower 
guide rod, a cover normally disposed upon said magazine 
and pivotally movable with respect thereto, coil spring 
means upon said follower guide rod disposed behind said 
follower and normally urging said follower. towards the 

' discharge opening of said magazine, a removable flexi 
ble follower retractor secured to said follower and to 
said cover, complementary fastening members upon the 
sides of said magazine and the sides of said cover, a cap 
pivotally connected to said cover and overlying the same, 
leaf spring means connected to said -cap and slidably 
.bearing against said cover, normally holding said cover 
in spaced relationship to said cap, a pair of laterally 
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spaced lugs upon the underside of said cap, a bent staple 
driver having a driving portion and a holding portion 
disposed between said lugs, the driving portion being 
disposable within the discharge opening of said magazine, 
means holding the holding portion to said cap, means 
slidably connecting one end of said cover to the driving 
portion of said driver blade, said cap being also pro 
vided With a first opening and a pair of spaced second 
openings therewithin, and a member adjacent said first 
opening; a top member formed with a ñrst downwardly 
depending member and a pair of spaced second down 
wardly depending members disposable within the respec 
tive openings within said cap, and Vsmaller than said 
openings, the downwardly depending member disposable 
within said above-named first opening having a recess on 
the leading side adapted to accommodate the adjacent 
portion of said cap, said adjacent member :being adapted 
to abut the ltrailing side of said first downwardly de 
pending member when the adjacent portion of said cap 
is Within said recess so as to hold said top member in 
place. 

3. A stapling machine comprising, in combination, a 
base, an anvil and a spaced pair of upstanding guide 
means upon said base, an open magazine in spaced rela 
tionship with said base provided with a discharge open 
ing therewithin, spring means operatively connected to 
said magazine and to said base, a rail secured within 
said magazine having two spaced pairs of oppositely dis 
posed locaüng lugs adapted to lie adjacent the outer 
surfaces of opposite sides of said magazine and abut 
said guide means, said magazine being also provided 
with two spaced pairs of oppositely disposed lateral re 
cesses permitting said lugs to pass therethrough; a fol 
lower guide rod secured within said magazine, a follower 
longitudinally movable upon said follower guide rod, a 
cover normally disposed upon said magazine and piv 
otally movable with respect thereto, a tongue portion on 
one end of said cover, a coil spring upon said follower 
guide rod disposed behind said follower and normally 
urging said follower toward the discharge opening of 
said magazine, a flexible follower retractor formed of a 
doubled member, the free edges of said follower retrac 
tor being permanently secured to said follower, a remov 
able clip secured to said cover and to said folded edge 
portion of said follower retractor, complementary fasten 
ing members upon the sides of said magazine and the 
sides of said cover; a cap pivotally connected to said 
cover and overlying the same, leaf spring means connected 
to the underside of said cap, downwardly depending there 
from, and slidably bearing against said cover, said leaf 
spring means normally holding said cover in spaced rela 
tionship to said cap, a pair of laterally spaced lugs upon 
the underside of said cap, a bent staple driver having a 
driving portion and a holding portion disposed between 
said lugs, the driving portion of said staple driver being 
disposable within the discharge opening of said magazine, 
means holding the holding portion of said staple driver 
to said cap, said staple driver being also provided with 
a slot in the driving portion thereof, said slot slidably 
accommodating the tongue of said cover so as to connect 
one end of said cover to the driving portion of said 
driver blade, said cap being also provided ̀ with a first 
opening and a pair of spaced second openings therewithin, 
and a member adjacent said first opening; a top member 
formed with a first downwardly depending member and a 
pair of spaced second downwardly depending members 
Vdisposable within the respective openings within said cap 
i and smaller than said openings, the downwardly depend 
' ing member disposable within the above-named first open 
ingv having a recess on the leading side adapted to accom 
modate the adjacent portion of said cap, the downwardly 
depending members disposable within said above-named 
second openings being initially slidably movable there 
within, >said adjacent member being adapted to a-but the 
trailing side of said first downwardly depending member 
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when the adjacent portion of said cap is within said 
recess so as to hold said top member in place. 

4. A stapling machine element comprising a cap mem 
Iber provided with a iirst opening and a second opening, 
a lock member secured to said cap and adjacent said iirst 
opening; a top member overlying said cap member formed 
with a first and a second downwardly depending member 
disposed within the respective openings within said cap, 
the downwardly depending member disposed within said 
second opening being shorter than the length of said 
opening, the downwardly depending member disposed 
within said above-named iirst opening having a recess on 
the leading side 4thereof accommodating the adjacent por 
tion of said cap, said lock member being upwardly mov 
able and abutting the trailing side of said iirst downwardly 
depending member so as to hold said top member in 
place upon said cap. 

5. A stapling machine as set forth in claim 4 wherein 
a pair of spaced second openings and a pair of second 
downwardly depending members are provided. 

6. A magazine for «a stapling machine comprising a 
casing having its base split into right and left portions, 
each 0f said right and left portions being provided with 
-a laterally disposed opening therewithin, a rail secured 
within said casing having «a pair «of oppositely disposed 
locating lugs each adapted to ñt int-o one of said openings 
within said casing, said casing Ibeing laterally deformable 
prior to securement of said rail therewithin so :as to per 
mit insertion of said rail within said magazine, the lugs 
upon said rail further permitting simple location of said 
rail with respect to said casing. 

7. A magazine for ia stapling machine comprising a 
casing having its base longitudinally split into equal right 
and left halves, each of said right and left halves being 
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provided with a pair of spaced laterally >disposed opening 
therewit‘hin, :a rail secured Within said casing having two 
pairs of oppositely disposed locating lugs wherein each 
lug is adapted to iit into one lof said openings Within said 
casing, said casing ‘being laterally deformable prior to 
:securement ‘of said rail therewithin so las to permit inser 
tion of said rail within said magazine, the lugs upon said 
rail further permitting simple location of said rail with 
respect to said casing. 

8. In a stapling machine having a base, an anvil and 
guide means upon said base, the improvement which com 
prises ia magazine comprising la casing having its base 
split into right and left portions, each of said right and 
left portions being provided with a laterally disposed 
opening therewit-hin, a rail secured within said casing 
having a pair of oppositely disposed locating lugs each 
adapted to iit into one ̀of said openings Within said casing, 
each iof said lugs having la base portion |and an offset 
upper portion, said casing being laterally deformable 
prior to securement of said rail therewithin so as to per 
mit insertion of «said rail within said magazine, fthe lugs 
upon said rail further permitting simple location lof said 
rail With respect .to said magazine, the offset upper por 
tions yof said lugs being adapted to fbear «against said guide 
means. 
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