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This invention relates to cigarette cases and more par 
ticularly to cigarette cases for holding packages of 
cigarettes. 
The principal object of this invention is to provide a 

case for holding cigarette packages of different length, 
such as for so-called “regular” and “king size” cigarettes. 
The case is constructed to hold different size cigarette 
packages with their upper ends at the same relative height 
so that cigarettes are uniformly accessible to the user, 
regardless of the size package being carried‘. 
The above and other objects and advantages of this 

invention will be more readily apparent from the follow 
ing description and with reference to the accompanying 
drawing in which: 
FIG. 1 is a perspective view, with parts cut away, of a 

cigarette case embodying the invention; ‘ 
FIG. 2 is a side elevational view, partly in section, 

showing the case holding a package of regular size 
cigarettes; 

FIG. 3 is a view similar to FIG. 2 showing the case 
containing a package of king size cigarettes; 
‘ FIG. 4 is a partial perspective view showing a cigarette 
case including a modi?ed form of packagesupport mem 
ber embodying this invention; and 

FIG. 5 is a view of the case shown in FIG. 4 showing 
the package-supporting member in a different operative 
position. 

Referring in detail to the drawing, a cigarette case 
illustrative of this invention is shown generally at 8 in 
FIG. 1. The case may be of any conventional construc 
tion having a rectangular bottom 10, upwardly extending 
walls, and a cover 12, hinged along the upper edge of one 
of the walls for opening and closing the case. Fastener 
elements such as shown at 14 and 15 may be provided 
for releasably latching the cover 12 in its closed position. 
The case may be constructed of any suit-able material 
and, as shown, comprises a liner 13 covered with a suit 
able decorative material 13’, such as leather or the like. 
The depth of the case from bottom to top is su?icient to 
accommodate king size packages of cigarettes. 
Means such as shown generally at 16 is provided for 

modifying the effective depth of the case to accommo 
date regular size cigarette packages. In FIG. 2 a regular 
pack 17 is shown supported in spaced relation above the 
bottom of the case. As shown, the package-supporting 
means comprises a pivotable ‘angle strip having a ?ange 
or shelf portion 13, a riser or web portion 26 extending 
at right angles from the inner edge of the shelf 18 for 
supporting the shelf in parallel spaced relation to the 
bottom of the case. When the package-supporting mem 
ber 16 is in its operative position (FIG. 2) the web is 
disposed upright, and the outer free edge of the shelf 18 
is engaged with the case wall holding the shelf generally 
parallel to the bottom 10 of the case. The width or 
height a of the web 2.4} is made approximately equal to 
the difference in length between king and regular size 
cigarette packages. 

Hinge means is provided to enable the package~support~ 
ing member 16 to be freely' pivoted or swung from and 
to its package-supporting position, such as shown in 
FIGS. 1 and 2, to and from a position in which the shelf 
18 and the web 21} are disposed in juxtaposition respec~ 
tively with the front or rear wall of the case and a portion 
of the bottom of the case so that the full length of a king 
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size package 19 (FIG. 3) may be inserted in the case 
without obstruction by the member 16. As shown in 
FIG. 3, the member 16 is disposed to conform with the 
inner surface of the front wall 21 and adjacent portion 
of the bottom 10. Of course, it will be appreciated that 
the member could be reversed to conform with the oppo~ 
site corner portion of the case. 

In the embodiment shown, the hinge means comprises 
projections or pins 22 which extend outwardly of oppo 
site ends of the supporting web 20 and adjacent its lower 
edge. The pivot pins are received within openings, holes, 
or recesses 23 provided in opposite side wall portions of 
the case and adjacent the bottom thereof. 
As shown, the pin receiving openings are disposed in 

wardly of the wall 21 of the case a distance b, FIG. 2, 
approximately equal to the height a of the web 20 so that 
when the package support member is swung to its FIG. 3 
position, the shelf 18 will be disposed closely adjacent the 
side wall to enable the full length of a king size package 
to be received within the case, as shown in FIG. 3. 
The width 0 of the shelf 13, measured from the web 18, 

is approximately equal to the difference between the dis 
tance w from the front and back walls of the case, and 
the height a of the web. With this relationship, the shelf 
18 will engage the wall of the case when the Web is up 
right, as shown in FIG. 2. Moreover, as mentioned 
above, since the distance b (FIG. 2) is approximately 
equal to the height of the web a, the shelf may be swung 
to a position closely adjacent the wall 21 of the case. 
The ?t of the pivot pins 22 in the pin receiving holes 

is such that the member 16 may be readily swung from 
and to its FIG. 2 position, to and from its FIG. 3 posi 
tion, by merely tilting the case in the proper direction. 
It will be appreciated that when a package of cigarettes 
is disposed in the case, such as shown in ‘FIGS. 2 and 3, 
the support member will be held by the package in its 
preselected position. As shown in FIGS. 2 and 3, the 
upper ends of either king or regular ‘size packages are 
equally accessible for removal of cigarettes and are at 
the same relative height, enabling the cover member 12 
to be freely closed and opened. 

In FIGS. 4 and 5 is shown a modi?ed form of this in 
vention. The case may be of any conventional construc 
tion, as described ‘above, having a cigarette package sup 
porting member 26, which as shown is in the form of an 
angle strip of generally U-shape having a shelf portion 
28 and leg portions 30 extending at right angles from 
opposite edges of the shelf portion. The shelf 28 is 
approximately equal in length to the distance between the 
front and rear walls of the case. The leg portions 30 
extend from the shelf a distance approximately equal to 
the difference in length between king and regular size 
cigarette packs. 
The support member 26 is hinged transversely of the 

bottom of the case at a point inwardly of either of the 
side walls of the case a distance approximately equal to 
‘the height 'of the legs 30‘ to enable the shelf to be swung 
into juxtaposition with the side wall, such as shown in 
FIG. 4. 
The leg portions of the support member are disposed 

adjacent the front and back walls of the case so that 
when the support member is swung to its FIG. 4 position, 
the shelf 28 and leg portion 30‘ will be disposed parallel 
and adjacent the walls of the case so as not to obstruct the 
complete insertion of a king size pack into the case. 
As shown, the hinge means, enabling swinging move 

ment of the support member 26, comprises projections or 
pins 32 which extend outwardly of the leg portions 30. 
The pins are received within holes or recesses 3-4 in the 
front and rear walls of the case. The projections extend 
outwardly of the lower corners of the supporting legs 30, 
adjacent the wall 33. The support member may be swung 
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to its package-supporting position, FIG. 5, or in operative 
position, FIG. 4, by merely tilting the case. , 

Having thus described this invention, what is claimed is: 
1. A case for cigarette packages of different lengths 

comprising a bottom, upright walls extending from said 
bottom to a height approximately equal to the longer of 
said packages, a planar shelf for supporting vthe shorter of 
said packages elevated above said bot-tom to maintain its 
upper end adjacent the upper edges of said walls, means 
for supportng said shelf in spaced parallel relation to said 
bottom, said shelf-supporting means having a height ap 
proximately equal to the difference in size between the 
shorter and longer of said packages, and means hingedly 
connecting said supporting means adjacent the bottom of 
said case, the hinge means being disposed inwardly of one 
of the upright walls of the case a distance approximately 
equal to the height of said supporting means to enable 
said shelf to be swung into parallel, contiguous relation to 
said one wall. 

2. A case for regular and king size cigarette packages 
having a depth to accommodate said yking size packages, 
means for decreasing the effective depth of said case to 
accommodate the regular size packs, said means compris 
ing an angular strip having a shelf portion positionable 
in parallel spaced relation above the bottom of said case, 
and a web portion extending from the inner edge of said 
shelf portion and having a height approximately equal 
to the difference in length between king and regular size 
packs, said web being pivotably connected adjacent the 
bottom of said case inwardly of one Wall of the case a 
distance approximately equal to the height of said web to 
enable said shelf to be swung into parallel juxtaposition 
with said one wall, said shelf extending outwardly of 
said web su?-lciently to engage the wall of said case 0p 
posite said one wall when said Web is disposed in an up 
right position. 

3. A case for regular and king size cigarette packages 
having a depth to accommodate said king size packages, 
means for decreasing the effective depth of said case to 
accommodate the regular size packs, said means com 
prising a shelf positionable in parallel spaced relation 
above the bottom of said case, and a web extending at 
generally right angles from the inner edge of said shelf, 
said web having a height measured from said shelf ap~ 
proximately equal ‘to the difference in length between king 
and regular siz'e packs, said web being pivotally connected 
adjacent the bottom of said case inwardly of one of the 
walls of said case a distance approximately equal to the 
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height of said web to enable said shelf to be swung into 
parallel juxtaposition with said one wall, said shelf ex 
tending outwardly of said web a distance approximately 
equal to the difference between the distance from said one 
wall to the opposite wall of said case and height of said 
web so that said shelf will engage said opposite wall when 
said web is disposed generally upright. 

4. A case for cigarette packages of different lengths 
comprising a bottom, upright walls extending from said 
bottom to a height approximately equal to the longer 
of said packages, a U-shaped support member for sup 
porting the shorter of said packages in a position elevated 
above said bottom to maintain the upper end thereof ad 
jacent the upper edges of said walls, said support member 
comprising a shelf portion and leg portions extending at 
right angles from opposite edges of said shelf and disposed 
contiguous the front and back walls of said case, and 
means hingedly connecting said leg portions adjacent the 
bottom of said case, said hinge means being disposed at 
a distance from one of the side Walls of said case approxi 
mately equal to the height of said leg portions to enable 
said shelf to be swung into parallel juxtaposition with said 
one side wall and to a position of spaced parallel relation 
ship with the bottom of the case, the lower edges of said 
leg portions providing means for supporting said shelf 
in said latter position, said legs having a height approxi 
mately equal to the distance in length between the shorter 
and longer of said packages. 

5. A case for cigarette packages of different lengths 
having a depth to ‘accommodate the longer of said pack~ 
ages and comprising a bottom, upwardly extending walls, 
‘a planar shelf member for supporting packages with their 
bottoms elevated above the bottom of the case thereby 
decreasing the effective depth of said case for accom 
modating the shorter of said packages, means for support 
ing said shelf in spaced opposed relation to the bottom of 
said case, means pivotably interconnecting said shelf 
supporting means adjacent the bottom of said case, and 
inwardly of one of said walls, ‘to enable said planar shelf 
to be swung into parallel, contiguous relation with said 
one wall of the case. 
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