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. The present invention relates to containers and more 
particularly to re?llable holders for bottles and the like. 
Of recent years, disposable cartridges and re?lls have 

been coming into great favor for many purposes with a 
view towards reducing the repetitive cost of providing 
attractive or ornamental casings and containers, and this 
trend has been particularly signi?cant in the cosmetic 
industry. More recently, aerosol-type bottles and con 
tainers have been extensively adopted for perfumes, lo~ 
tions and the like, as well as for other drug and cosmetic 
preparations. Generally, functional considerations for 
such aerosol units militate against highly attractive ex 
ternal design, and special protection for the release valve 
.is often needed to prevent inadvertent discharge. 

It is the aim of the present invention to provide an 
attractive re?llable holder for bottles and the like wherein 
the bottles and like containers are readily replaceable and 
are securely held to prevent breakage and inadvertent 
discharge. , 

Another aim is to provide a rugged and attractive cas 
ing assembly for bottles and the like which is readily 
and inexpensively assembled and fabricated, and which 
enables the facile replacement of bottles and the like 
without‘tools. . 

Other objects will be in part obvious and in part pointed 
‘out more in detail hereinafter. 

The invention accordingly consists in the features of 
‘construction, combination of elements and arrangement 

‘ .of parts which will be exempli?ed in the construction here 
after set forth and the scope of the application which will 
be indicated in the appended claims. 

In the drawings: 
FIG. 1 is an exploded perspective view of a holder 

embodying the present invention; 
FIG. 2 is a side section of the holder of FIG. 1 as 

‘assembled with an aerosol-type bottle dispenser; 
FIG. 3 is an enlarged fragmentary section of the inter 

engaging portions of the several members; and 
FIG. 4 is a perspective view of an alternative embodi 

ment of spring latching member. 
Referring in detail to the attached drawing, the illus 

trated embodiment of the present invention utilizes a 
tubular casing 2 having closed bottom wall 4 and open 
at the upper end. As illustrated by the assembly view of 
FIG. 2, the casing 2 is adapted to receive a bottle or like 
container 6 and is preferably dimensioned so that the 
periphery of the bottle is spaced inwardly ‘therefrom to 
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reduce direct contact therebetween. A resilient spacer 8 ' 
of sponge rubber or other resilient material provides a 
cushion for the bottom of the bottle 6 and vertical spac 
ing between the bottle and bottom wall 4 of the casing, as 
well as accommodates manufacturing tolerances. Similar 
spacing and cushioning means may be provided about the 
periphery of the bottle if so desired. 

Securely engaged in the open end of the casing 2 is 
an integrally formed spring latching member, generally 
designated by the numeral 10. The latching member 10 
is comprised of a band portion 12 which engages with 
and closely conforms to the inner periphery of the casing 
2 adjacent the open end thereof, and a pair of opposed 
spring arms 14 which extend outwardly of the casing 2. 
In the speci?c embodiment of FIGS. 1-3, the continuous 
band portion 12 is secured in the casing ‘by a plurality of 
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‘retainer lugs 16 which are spaced about and project out 
wardly of the band portion and engage in cooperating re— 
cesses or cut-outs 18 in the peripheral wall of the casing. 
In the alternative embodiment of FIG. 4, the ends of an 
open strip 12a are secured into band form by a spring 
pronged catch provided by the staked-out prong 20 on 
one end of the strip and the cooperating cut-out 22 on 
the other end. 
Although the band portion 12 may be secured in the 

casing 2 by any suitable means such as press-?tting, ad 
hesives or brazing, various types of mechanical interlocks 
such as the combination of lugs 16 and recesses 18 illus 
trated in FIGS. 1-3 are most conveniently employed for 
a simple, ?rm and rugged assembly. 
As shown in the drawing, the spring arms 14 are bent 

or displaced slightly inwardly of the band portion 12 adja 
cent thereto, and are provided with locking tabs 24 which 
project laterally outwardly therefrom, most conveniently 
formed integrally from the spring arms by stamping or 
other means. The bend in the lower portion of the spring 
arms 14 indicated by the numeral 26 stiffens and increases 
the resilient action of the spring arms 14, and simultane 
ously reduces the amount of projection of the tab 24 
outwardly of the periphery of the band portion. 

Releasably engaged on the spring latching member 10 
and thereby to the casing 2 is the tubular retainer member 
28 which has a peripheral wall with a lower portion 30 
slidable over the outer periphery of the casing 2 and an 
upper portion 32 of reduced cross-section provided with 
cut'out's or recesses 34 into which the locking tabs 24 
of the spring arms 14 are biased. The transverse end 
wall 34 at the upper portion of the retainer 28 is provided 
with an aperture 36 for the dispensing portion 35 on the 
cap 33 of the bottle. 
Although suitably shaped locking tabs and recesses 

may be utilized to provide an engagement which can 
be camrned apart only upon application of substantial 
disassembling pressure, the illustrated positive mechani 
cal interlock has been found most convenient and effec 
tive since disassembly can be effected simply, easily and 
only upon forcing of the tabs 24 inwardly of the cut-outs 
34 in the retainer member. 
When it is desired to replace the bottle 6, it is only 

necessary for the user to press inwardly on the tabs 24 
to disengage them from the cut-outs 34 and to pull the 
retainer member 28 and easing 2 apart. The bottle 
can then be removed and a new one inserted, after which 
the retainer member is simply slid over the spring arms 
.14 until the locking tabs register with the cut-outs and 
are biased into engagement therein. _ 

Completing the holder assembly is the tubular cap 
40 which has a closed end wall 42 and a peripheral wall 
44 frictionally engaged on the upper portion 32 of the 
retainer member 28 so as to enclose the dispensing por 
tion 35 of the bottle 6. 
The several elements of the casing assembly are di 

mensioned so that the transverse wall 34 bears upon 
the cap 33 and holds the bottle tightly between the re 
tainer member 28 and the bottom wall 4 and its cushion 
member 8, thereby preventing any looseness of the bottle 
within the casing and,“ eliminating breakage. As pre 
viously stated, the resilient cushion accommodates vari 
ations due to manufacturing tolerances, and it is prefer 
able to dimension the components so as to apply some 
compression to the resilient spacing member 8 to in 
sure this desired ?rm engagement. This compression 
is most desirably calculated as a nominal 50 percent 
compression to accommodate variations due to manu» 
facturing tolerances and is 
15-80 percent. 
Although the illustrated embodiment of the holder 

employs a substantially rectilinear cross-section, other 
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con?gurations can be employed such as hexagonal, el 
liptical, circular and diamond. Conventional metal 
forming techniques have been readily utilized for fabri 
cation, and molding or other heat-forming techniques 
‘also can be employed for fabrication of various elements 
from synthetic plastic materials. 
As will be apparent to persons skilled in the art, var 

ious modi?cations and adaptations of the structure above 
described will become readily apparent without depar 
ture from the spirit and scope of the invention, the scope 
of which is de?ned in the appended claims. 

I claim: 
1. A re?llable holder for bottles or like containers 

comprising a tubular casing having a transverse wall at 
one end and adapted to receive a container; a latching 
member engaged with the other end of said casing and 
having a pair of spring arms projecting outwardly there 
from, each of said spring arms having a locking tab 
projecting laterally outwardly therefrom; a tubular re 
tainer member having a peripheral wall closely over 
lying the outer surface of said other end of the casing 
and having a transverse end wall extending across said 
other end of the casing, said transverse wall having an 
opening therein adapted to receive the dispensing por 
tion of bottles or like containers during operative as 
sembly therewith, said peripheral wall having recesses 
therein in registry with said locking tabs, said spring 
arms biasing said locking tabs into said recesses to pro 
vide ?rm engagement of said retainer member with said 
cap against inadvertent release and being disengageable 
therefrom; and a tubular cap member releasably engaged 
on said retainer member. 

2. A re?llable holder for bottles or like containers 
comprising a tubular casing having a transverse wall at 
one end and adapted to receive a container; a spring 
latching member having a peripheral band portion en 
gaged with and conforming to the inner surface of the 
other end of said casing and having a pair of spring 
arms projecting outwardly therefrom, each of said spring 
arms having a locking tab projecting laterally outwardly 
therefrom; a tubular retainer member having a peripheral 
wall closely overlying the outer surface of said other 
end of the casing and having a transverse end Wall ex 
tending across said other end of the casing, said trans 
verse wall having an opening therein adapted to receive 
the dispensing portion of bottles or like containers dur 
ing operative assembly therewith, said peripheral wall 
having apertures therein in registry with said locking 
tabs, said spring arms biasing said locking tabs into said 
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apertures to positively lock said retainer member with 
said casing against inadvertent release and being dis 
engageable by pressing inwardly on the locking tabs. 

3. A re?llable holder assembly for bottles or like 
containers comprising a tubular casing having a trans 
verse wall at one end; a resilient cushion in said casing 
on said transverse wall; a bottle or like container seated 
in said casing upon said cushion and having a cap with a 
dispensing portion projecting outwardly of the other end 
of said casing; a latching member engaged with the inner 
surface of the other end of said casing and having a pair 
of spring arms extending outwardly therefrom, each of 
said spring arms having a locking tab projecting laterally 
outwardly therefrom; a tubular retainer member having 
a peripheral wall closely overlying the outer surface of 
said other end of the casing and having a transverse end 
wall extending across said other end of the casing, said 
transperse wall having an opening therein for the dis 
pensing portion of the bottle or like container, said re 
tainer member peripheral wall and spring arms being re 
leasably engaged to hold said casing and retainer mem 
ber in ?rm assembly against inadvertent release, said _\ 
retainer member transverse wall bearing against said cap 
to maintain said bottle in tight assembly within said cas 
ing and applying compressive force to said cushion 
through said bottle; and a tubular cap member releasably 
engaged on said retainer member. 

4. A re?llable holder for a bottle or like container com 
prising a tubular casing having a transverse wall at one 
end adapted to receive a container, a latching member 
mounted on the other end of said casing and having a 
pair of spring arms projecting outwardly therefrom, each 
of said spring arms having a locking tab projecting later 
ally therefrom, a tubular retainer member having a pc 
ripheral wall closely overlying the other end of the eas 
ing and having a transverse end wall extending across said 
other end of the casing, said transverse wall having an 
opening therein adapted to receive the dispensing portion 
of the bottle or like container during operative assembly 
therewith, said peripheral wall having recesses therein in 
registry with said locking tabs, said spring arms biasing 
said locking tabs into said recesses to positively and re 
leasably lock said retainer member to said tubular casing. 
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