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The present invention relates to furniture glides and 
more particularly to glides adapted for attachment to 
chairs, tables and the like having legs of tubular metal. 

The primary objects of the invention are to provide an 
improved glide for furniture legs which are disposed at 
different angles; to provide such a glide which includes 
a resilient cushioning member and which will slide on a 
floor quietly when the article of furniture on which the 
glide is installed, is moved; to provide novel means for 
installing the glide on furniture legs of tubular metal; to 
provide an improved method for making such a glide; 
and in general to provide a furniture glide which is ef?ci 
ent in use, reasonably economical in manufacture, and 
attractive in appearance. 
An illustrative embodiment of the invention is shown 

in the accompanying drawing, wherein: 
FIGURE 1 is a side elevatio-nal view of the new glide 

attached to a tubular metal furniture leg shown frag 
mentarily and in central vertical section; 
FIGURE 2 is a central vertical sectional view of the 

assembled glide and furniture leg, the leg being here shown 
in angular disposition; 
FIGURE 3 is a horizontal sectional view taken on 

line 3—~3 of FIGURE 1; 
FIGURE 4 is a horizontal sectional view taken on 

line 4—4 of FIGURE 1; 
FiGURE 5 is an exploded view showing various parts 

of the glide in perspective; and 
FIGURE 6 is a vertical sectional view of parts of the 

glide and a two-part gated mold used in making the glide. 
Referring now in detail to this drawing, the glide there 

shown has an outer, ?oor-contacting, circular shell 10 
having an upwardly and inwardly turned rim 11 de?ning 
a circular central opening 12. This shell 10 is preferably 
made of steel which is ?rst formed and then case-hard 
ened to give it a long-wearing characteristic. 
A central member 13, preferably a zinc die-casting, 

has a square foot 14 disposed within the shell 10, a cy 
lindrical stem 15 extending upwardly from the middle 
of the square foot 14 and through the circular opening 12 
in the shell 10, and a ball 16 on the upper end of the 
stem 15. A resilient plastic ?lling material 17 occupies 
the entire space within the shell 10 except that occupied 
by the foot 14 and stem 15 of the central member 13. 
A retainer 18 comprises a pair of complementary re 

tainer-halves 19 of rigid molded plastic composition, said 
retainer-halves having complementary cavities providing 
a socket 20 in which is turnably mounted the ball 16, and 
having adjoining complementary cavities forming a void 
21 through which passes the stem 15 of the central mem 
ber 13. It will readily be seen that the void 21 permits 
limited angular movement of the retainer 18 relative to 
the central member 13, so that the glide is self-adjust 
ing with respect to a sloping furniture leg as seen in 
FIGURE 2. The retainer-halves 19 are inserted into the 
open lower end of the tubular leg 22 and are gripped into 
assembly by said leg. 
The method by which parts of the glide are assembled 

is illustrated in FIGURE 6. A two-part mold is pro 
vided, comprising a lower mold part 22 and an upper 
mold part 23 having a gate 24 therein. These mold parts 
have complementary recesses therein corresponding to 
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the assembled shell 10, central member 13 and plastic 
?lling material 17. To start the operation, the case 
hardened shell 10 is placed in the lower mold part 22. 
The central member is next placed in the lower mold part 
22 with the square foot 14 thereof disposed within the 
shell 10. This is made possible by the fact that the sides 
of the square foot 14 of the central member are of lesser 
dimension than the diameter of the circular opening 12 
in the shell 10 so that the foot can ?rst be inserted into 
the shell at an angle, and then set true, being spaced 
from all of the walls of the shell. The mold is then closed 
and ?uid plastic material is introduced through the gate 
24 so as to occupy the entire space Within the shell ex 
cept that occupied by the foot and the stern of the cen 
tral member. After the plastic material has set, the mold 
is opened and the completed assembly is removed there 
from. 
When the glide is assembled to the tubular furniture 

leg, the two retainer halves 19 are ?rst assembled around 
the ball 16 of the central member 13. The retainer is 
then inserted into the open lower end of the leg, and 
the upwardly extending ribs 25 on the retainer guide it 
into the leg and wedge within the leg so that the leg 
itself grips the retainer-halves in assembly. The retainer 
halves have outwardly extending semicircular ?anges 26 
at their lower ends on which rest the circular lower end 
of the furniture leg. 

It will be seen that, whereas the sides of the square foot 
14 of the central member 13 are of lesser dimension than 
the circular opening 12 in the shell 10 so that the foot 
can be inserted into the shell, the diagonals of the square 
foot 14 are of greater dimension than the diameter of 
said circular opening so that in the completed glide, the 
corners of the square foot 14 underlie the inwardly turned 
rim 11 of the shell. These parts are thus secured in 
assembly so that there is no possibility of the shell being 
pulled off the glide. 
The invention thus provides a novel furniture glide and 

method of making the same, and while but one speci?c 
embodiment of the invention has been herein shown and 
described, it will be understood that the invention is not 
to be limited to or by details of construction of that par 
ticular embodiment, and that the spirit of the invention 
comprehends all such modi?cations as fall within the 
scope of the following claims. 

I claim: 
1. A glide for a furniture leg, comprising: a pre-formed 

shell having an upwardly and inwardly turned rim de 
?ning a circular opening; a central member having a 
square foot and a stem extending upwardly from the foot, 
said square foot having sides of lesser dimension than 
the diameter of the circular opening in said shell so that 
the foot can be inserted into the shell at an angle, and 
said square foot having diagonals of greater dimension 
than the diameter of said opening so that when inserted in 
the shell and axially aligned therewith the corners of the 
square foot underlie the inwardly turned rim of the shell 
surrounding said circular opening; a resilient plastic ?ll 
ing material occupying the entire space within said shell 
except that occupied by the foot and the stem of said 
central member; and means on the upper end of said 
stem adapting the glide for attachment to the lower end 
of said furniture leg. 

2. A glide for a furniture leg, comprising: a pre-formed 
circular metal shell having an upwardly and inwardly 
turned rim de?ning a circular central opening; a metal 
central member having a square foot, a stem extending 
upwardly from the foot, and a ball at the top of the stem, 
said square foot having sides of lesser dimension than 
the diameter of the circular opening in said shell so that 
the foot can be inserted in the shell at an angle, and said 
square foot having diagonals of greater dimension than 
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the diameter of said opening so that when inserted in 
the shell and axially aligned therewith the corners of the 
square foot underlie the inwardly turned rim of the shell 
surrounding said central opening; a resilient plastic ?lling 
material occupying the entire Space within said shell ex 
cept that occupied by the foot and the stem of said cen 
tral member; and a retainer having a socket for the ball 
and means adapting said retainer for attachment to the 
lower end of said furniture leg. 

3. A glide for a tubular metal furniture leg, comprising: 
a circular metal shell having an upwardly and inwardly 
turned rim de?ning a circular central opening; a metal 
central member having a square foot disposed within 
said shell spacedly from all the Walls of the shell, said 
square foot having sides of lesser dimension than the 
diameter of the circular opening in said shell so that the 
foot ‘can be inserted into the shell at an angle, and said 
square foot having diagonals of greater dimension than 
the diameter of said opening so that when inserted in 
the shell and axially aligned therewith the corners of the 
square foot underlie the inwardly turned rim of the shell 
surrounding said circular opening, said metal central mem 
ber having also a cylindrical stem extending upwardly 
from the middle of said square foot and through the 
opening in said shell, and having a ball on the upper end 
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of said stem; a resilient plastic ?lling material occupying 
the entire space within said shell except that occupied by 
the foot and the stern of said central member; and a re 
tainer comprising complementary retainer-halves provid 
ing a socket in which is turnably disposed said ball and 
providing a void through which passes said stern, said 
void being of greater diameter than said stem to‘ permit 
limited angular movement of the retainer relative to the 
‘central member, and said retainer-halves being inserted 
into the open lower end of said tubular leg and gripped 
in assembly by said leg. 
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