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3,077,175 
BOAT BUMPER 

Albert 0. Johnson, 301 Gorge, Ketchikan, Alaska 
Filed §ept. 8, 1960, Ser. ‘No. 54,700 

2 Claims. (Cl. 114--219) 

This invention relates to a .novel and useful boat 
bumper and speci?cally to .a boat bumper adapted to be 
‘secured to the side of a ‘boat for fending the boat from 
a dock or from upstanding pilings and the like. 

In the past, boat bumpers or fenders for relatively 
small craft have been in the form of old tires or elon 
gated padded members which were hung suspended over 
the side of a boat. Boat bumpers of this type are un 
sightly, awkward and unwieldy and also are apt to be 
lost overboard during the movement of the boat through 
rough waters when the bumpers are normally moved to 
an inoperational position and placed upon a deck surface. 
The present invention resides in the provision of a 

mounting base adapted to be secured to the side of a 
boat with one end of an elongated .arm member pivotally 
secured to the mounting base for movement about a 
substantially horizontally disposed axis extending sub 
stantially transversely of the boat with the arm thus 
pivoted to the base for movement through a substantially 
vertically disposed plane extending longitudinally of the 
boat. When the arm is rotated to a depending position, 
it may be utilized to engage the side of a ‘dock along 
which the boat is positioned should the dock ?ooring 
be disposed below the gunwale of the boat to which 
the bumper of the instant invention is secured. If the 
dock flooring is disposed substantially in horizontal 
alignment with the boat bumper, the arm may be ro 
tated to a horizontal position wherein it may be utilized 
to engage either an upstanding piling of the dock or one 
of the longitudinal stringers along the edge of the dock. 
If the ?ooring of the dock is disposed above the gunwale 
of the boat to which the boat bumper comprising the 
present invention is secured, the arm may ‘be retained in 
a horizontally disposed position to engage one of the up 
standing pilings of the dock or may be pivoted to an 
upstanding position above the base in order to engage 
the side of the dock along which the boat is disposed. 

Thus, it may be seen that the boat bumper of the in 
stant invention is readily adaptable for fending a boat 
from upstanding pilings for a dock regardless of the 
height of the dock flooring relative to the gunwale of 
the boat. 
The main object of this invention is to provide a boat 

bumper which will be capable of fending a boat from up 
standing pilings or from the side of a dock. 
A further object of this invention, in accordance with 

the immediately preceding object, is to provide a ‘boat 
bumper which may be utilized to fend a boat from an 
upstanding piling or a dock regardless of the height of 
the ?ooring of the dock relative to the gunwale of the 
boat to which the boat bumper is secured. 

Still another object of this invention is to provide 
a means for retaining the arm of the boat bumper in 
adjusted rotated positions relative to its base. 
A further object of this invention is to provide a 

means whereby the bumper arm may be slightly cocked 
relative to its axis of rotation whereby it will be able to 
absorb a portion of the shock encountered when a boat 
abuts against a pier. 
A ?nal object to be speci?cally enumerated herein is 

to provide a device which will conform to conventional 
forms of manufacture, be of simple construction and 
easy to operate so as to provide a device that will be 
economically feasible, long lasting and easy to use. 

These together with other objects and advantages 
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Which will become subsequently apparent reside in the 
details of construction and operation as more fully here 
inafter described and claimed, reference being had to the 
accompanying drawings forming a part hereof, ‘wherein 
like numerals refer to like parts throughout, and in 
which: 
FIGURE 1 is a side elevational view of a portion of a 

dock shown with a boat secured therealong and the boat 
bumper of the instant invention secured to the side of 
the boat, some of the alternate positions of the arm of 
the boat bumper being shown in dotted lines; 
FIGURE ,2 is a side elevational View of the boat 

bumper; 
FIGURE 3 is a vertical sectional view taken substan 

vtially upon the plane indicated by section line 3—3 of 
FIGURE 2; 
FIGURE 4 is a fragmentary exploded perspective view 

of the mounting base and one end of the arm of the 
boat bumper; and 
FIGURE 5 is a fragmentary transverse sectional view 

taken through a portion of the side of the boat showing 
the manner in which the boat bumper is secured thereto. 

Referring now more speci?cally to the drawings the 
numeral 10 generally indicates the boat bumper of the 
instant invention which is shown in FIGURE 1 of the 
drawings secured to the side 12 of a boat generally desig 
nated by the reference numeral 14. The boat 14 is 
shown moored by means of line 16 to the side of a dock 
generally designated by the reference numeral 18 and 
the boat bumper 10 is shown in solid lines in position 
to fend the boat from one longitudinal side of the clock 
18. 
With attention now directed to FIGURES 2 and 3 of 

the drawings, it will be seen ‘that the boat bumper 10 
includes an arm member generally referred to by the 
reference numeral 20 and a mounting base generally 
referred to by the reference numeral 22.. The mounting 
base includes a generally hemispherical mounting mem 
ber 24 provided with a mounting face 26 which is 
adapted to abut the side 12 of the boat 14. A plurality 
of radially extending and apertured mounting lugs 28 
are provided and a plurality of suitable fasteners 30 are 
passed through the mounting lugs and secured through 
the side 12 of the boat 14 by means of fasteners 32, see 
FIGURE 5. 
The base member 24 is provided with a centrally dis 

posed bore 34. The arm 20 has one end portion pro 
vided with a transversely extending aperture 36 and the 
arm 20 is pivotally secured to the mounting base 22 by 
means of a pivot bolt 38 secured to the registered bore 
34. The inner end of the pivot bolt 38 is externally 
threaded as at 40 and projects into the recess 42 formed 
by the member 24. A stop member in the form of a 
nut 44 is threadedly engaged on the threaded end por 
tion of the bolt 38 a spaced distance from the adjacent 
end of the bore 34 and a coil spring 46 is disposed be 
tween the inner surface of the member 24 adjacent the 
bore 34 and a washer 48 abutting the adjacent face of 
the nut 44. 
The opposite ends of the aperture 36 are outwardly 

?ared as at 50 and 52 whereby the end of the arm 20‘ 
having the aperture 36 formed therein may be canted 
relative to the longitudinal axis of the pivot ‘bolt 38 by 
which it is secured to the mounting base 22. 
The confronting surfaces of the arm 20 and the base 

22 are disposed in surface-to-surface frictional engage 
ment and the outer surface of the member 24 is pro 
vided with a plurality of circumferentially spaced and 
outwardly projecting lugs 54 disposed about the outer 
ends of the bore 34. The inner face of the arm 20 ad 
jacent the base 22 is provided with a pair of outwardly 
projecting stops 56 and 58 which extend diametrically 
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of the aperture 36. The stops 56 and 58 are receivable 
between adjacent lugs 54 upon rotation of the arm 20 
relative to the base for retaining the arm 20 in selected 
adjusted rotated positions. 
The end of the arm 20 remote from the base 22 is 

provided with a resilient covering '60. The covering 60 
is adapted to engage either an upstanding piling or the 
edge of the dock and to absorb a portion of the shock 
etfected upon engagement of the bumper 10 with the 
piling or dock. 
As the pivot bolt 38 is resiliently mounted by means of 

coil spring 46 and the opposite ends of the aperture 36 
are outwardly ?ared as at 50 and 52, the arm 20 may be 
canted slightly relative to its axis of rotation upon en 
gagement of the resilient covering 60 with an upstanding 
piling or the side of a dock. 

In operation, with attention to FIGURE 1 of the draw 
ings, the arm 20 may be disposed in depending relation 
whereupon the covering 60 will be adapted to engage the 
side of the dock 18 which is disposed ‘below the deck 
of the boat 14. If the arm 20 is positioned as indicated 
at A, it may be utilized to engage either the side of the 
dock 18 or an upstanding piling. When the arm 20 is 
positioned as indicated at B, it is adapted to engage any 
type of upstanding support such as a piling in addition 
to the side of the dock 18 should it be disposed in the 
same horizontal plane. 

If the ?ooring 62 of the dock 18 were disposed above 
the deck of the boat 14, the arm 29 would be pivoted 
to a position diametrically opposite that position illus 
trated in solid lines in FIGURE 1 of the drawings where 
by the resilient covering 60 would then be positioned 
above the deck of the boat 14 and would be substantially 
vertically disposed and adapted to engage the side of a 
dock ?ooring disposed above the deck of the boat 14. 
The foregoing is considered as illustrative only of the 

principles of the invention. Further, since numerous 
modi?cations and changes will readily occur to those 
skilled in the art, it is not desired to limit the invention 
to the exact construction and operation shown and de 
scribed, and accordingly all suitable modi?cations and 
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equivalents may be resorted to, falling within the scope 
of the invention as claimed. 
What is claimed as new is as follows: 
1. A boat bumper for fending a boat from a dock or 

from upstanding pilings, said bumper comprising a 
mounting base adapted to be secured to a boat along a 
side thereof, said mounting base having a mounting face 
adapted to abut the side of a boat and a recess opening 
outwardly of said face, said base having a bore formed 
thereth-rough and communicating with said recess, an 
elongated bumper arm, one end of said bumper arm hav 
ing an aperture formed transversely therethrough, a pivot 
bolt secured through said aperture and said bore pivotal 
ly securing said arm to the side of said base remote from 
said mounting face, said bolt including one end portion 
projecting inwardly of said recess toward said mounting 
face and completely received in said recess, ?rst abut 
ment means carried by the other end of said portion of 
said bolt preventing its retraction through said aperture, 
second abutment means carried by said one end portion 
of said bolt, a compression spring disposed about said 
bolt and between the portions of said base de?ning said 
bore and said second abutment means, the opposite ends 
of said aperture being outwardly ?ared enabling said arm 
to be cocked relative to said pivot bolt, the opposing sur 
faces of said arm and said base about said aperture and 
bore respectively being disposed in sliding contacting re 
lation, said opposing surfaces including a plurality of cir 
cumferentially spaced outwardly projecting lugs formed 
on one of said confronting surfaces releasably engageable 
with complementary recesses de?ned in the other of said 
confronting surfaces for yieldably retaining said arm in 
adjusted rotated position relative to said base. 

2. The combination of claim 1 including a resilient 
covering secured about at least the other end of said arm. 
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