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This invention relates to ornamental grids for ?uores 
cent lighting ?xtures and to a device for creating orna 
mental color etfects when combined with any grid of the 
louver type for a ?uorescent lighting ?xture. It is con 
templated that the invention may be applied to different 
forms of grids with the same bene?cial decorative result. 
For the purpose of convenience only, one exemplary 
application will be described. 

In the selected example, the invention is applied to 
relieve the bland appearance of one well-known grid type 
of louvered panel, such as is commonly used to prevent 
glare when the lighting ?xture is viewed from below and 
at an angle. This grid type of louvered panel may be 
described as two series of spaced slats at right angles. 
The slats, when so arranged, leave small square open 
ings, or cubic voids, about 3/8 of an inch square. The 
material used to form these grids is generally a suitable 
plastic and at least translucent in some marked degree. 
The panels may be mounted in separate ?xtures, or be 
grouped edge to edge to form a ceiling structure. When 
viewed from beneath at an angle, the panels have a two 
dimensional appearance, length and width, and appear 
as a translucent lens with faint grid markings. 

It is an object of this invention to create an orna 
mental appearance on a grid type lighting panel which 
produces the illusion of a three dimensional effect. 

It is a further object of this invention to provide a 
device which can be applied to the panel in various 
arrangements and patterns to produce a variety of orna 
mental eifects as hereinafter described. 

According to this invention, a small, more or less trans 
parent colored, lens is provided with spaced legs extend 
ing angularly from the lens, which are of the same 
material. The lens itself is dimensioned to cover an open 
ing in the grid on one face of the lighting panel and the 
spaced legs are dimensioned to lit in and project through 
the opening of the grid to the opposite face of the grid 
of the lighting panel. The legs are also spaced to wedg 
ingly engage in the grid opening and are somewhat resil~ 
ient to secure the lens in position in any selected grid 
opening. Each lens may be provided with two or more 
oppositely located legs. Assuming that the lens has two 
oppositely located legs, it can be inserted in the grid 
with the legs aligned either lengthwise or crosswise of the 
panel. There will be a distinct difference in appearance 
created in either case and a distinct difference in appear 
ance depending upon the point and position from which 
the panel is viewed. For example, suppose the legs are 
aligned lengthwise and the point of view is from one 
end and from a position near one end of the panel. The 
lens portion of the device would emit a colored light, 
and, in addition, the leg nearest the viewer would pro 
duce a pastel shade of light of the same basic color as 
the lens to the portion of the louver visible in the next 
nearer grid opening to the viewer. Several lenses ar 
ranged the same way in spaced grid openings in a row 
will then produce a de?nite three dimensional e?fect 
when viewed from one direction, but when viewed at 
positions removed at right angles thereto would appear 
only as two dimensional colored spots. Thus, various 
lens arrangements are possible to produce two or three 
dimensional effects which, when combined, form an orna 
mentally attractive panel. Of course, the possible effects 
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produced is limited only by the possible combinations 
in placement and arrangement of these simple lens 
devices. The lens devices may be produced in a variety 
of colors, such as red, green, orange, blue, or even gold, 
and yellow, and di?erent colored combinations and dif 
ferent patterns may be created by the purchaser to suit 
his particular taste ornamentally. 

Further objects and advantages of this invention will 
become apparent from the following, which is a full, 
clear, concise and exact description enabling anyone 
skilled in the art to make and use the invention when 
taken with the illustration in the accompanying drawings, 
forming a part thereof, and in which: 
FIG. 1 is a perspective view of a lens device as it 

would appear when viewed from one side; 
FIG. 2 is a perspective view of one of the lens devices 

as it would appear when viewed from the opposite side; 
FIG. 3 is a fragmentary view in perspective of a por 

tion of a grid or louver type of ?uorescent lighting panel 
with lens devices placed therein in two different positions 
to illustrate the contrasting effect produced by the dif 
ferent positions; and 
FIG. 4 is a plan view of a grid, or lighting panel, for 

a ?uorescent light ?xture shown on an extremely small 
scale to illustrate a panel with an arrangement of lenses 
creating an ornamental effect. 
Oneexample of many possible forms which this inven 

tion can embody is illustrated in FIGS. 1 and 2. In 
this exemplary form, the lens portion of the device is 
illustrated as 1 and is preferably a ?at plate with beveled 
under edges, such as illustrated at 2 and 3. It will be 
understood that all of the edges can be so beveled. The 
bottom surface of the lens 1 is parallel with the top 
surface, and it amounts to a square disk of sheet material 
about 1/16 of an inch in thickness. integrally formed with 
the lens 1 and extending in the same direction from one 
surface thereof are a pair of spaced legs 5 and 6. The 
legspS and 6 are formed of a translucent, or transparent, 
plastic, the same as the lens 1 and are of the same color. 
Each leg is approximately % of an inch wide and about 
716 of an inch long from the surface of the lens 1 to 
the upper beaded edges 8 and 9. The lens 1 itself is 
about 7A6 of an inch square. 
Turning now to FIG. 3, a grid type of panel is shown 

to which the lens according to this invention may be 
applied. This grid has a plurality of slats extending cross 
wise, such as 10, 11, 12, 13 and 14. It also has a plu 
rality of slats 20, 21, 22, 23 and 24 extending lengthwise 
so as to form a plurality of grid-shaped openings or cubic 
voids. These cubic voids are about % of an inch square 
and will, therefore, receive the legs 5 and 6 of the lens 
1, and, of course, the legs 5 and 6 are spaced so as to 
wedgingly engage with opposite slats of the grid. In the 
example shown in FIG. 2, the lens devices 1a‘ are arranged 
so that the legs 5 and 6 thereof are aligned lengthwise of 
the panel, or parallel with the crosswise slats 11 and 12 
and 13 and 14. The lenses 1b are arranged in the panel 
at 90° displaced position from the lenses 1a. In other 
words, the legs 5 and 6 are aligned crosswise of the panel 
or parallel to the lengthwise extending slats 23 and 24. 

This illustration in FIG. 3 shows the contrasting differ 
ence in effect from turning the lens from the position In 
to the position 1b, that is, when viewed from a position 
below and from a point under one end of the lighting 
panel. From this position, the legs 5 cause the portion 
5a of the slats 11 and 13 to appear in the same color as 
the lenses 1a, although this emitted colored light may not 
be as bright as that emitted from the lenses 1a. Thus, 
where the lenses 1:: are arranged in alternate grid open 
ings, the effect produced is one of three dimensions which 
causes the colored lens to appear as if they projected from 
the surface of the panel. Contrast this effect with that 
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produced by the row of lenses 1b and it will be obvious 
that when arranged in the manner of the lenses 1b and 
viewed. from the same point and position, a two dimension 
al effect is produced. Stated another way, the row of 
lenses 1a would appear as a raised colored band on the 
surface of the panel. The row of lenses 1b, however, 
wouid appear only as spaced dots when viewed from the 
same position and location and point. Of course, at a fur 
ther spaced distance away, both rows 1a and It» would 
appear to the viewer simply as colored bands extending 
lengthwise of the panel. 

FIG. 4 shows another example of a simple ornamental 
design for a panel for a lighting ?xture. Lenses are 
mounted within the grids to form colored bands of 
angular design located in the manner of corner outlines, 
such as 40, 50, 60 and 70. It is possible to produce 
several distinct effects from the lens members 1 even 
when mounted in the same arrangement, for example, as 
in PKG. 4. The ornamental effect to the observer can 
be readily varied depending upon which way the lenses 
are oriented. 
From what has already been stated, it is believed that 

the novel function and result obtained depends upon ar 
rangement and orientation of the lenses within the grid 
structure of the lighting panel. 

would match the particular decor of the room in which 
the lighting ?xtures were installed, it is possible to produce 
various ornamental effects. Of course, it is also possible 
that some of these effects would be utilitarian and used 
for indicating purposes as well as ornamentation. 

Changes in and modi?cations of the construction de 
scribed may be made without departing from the spirit of 
my invention or sacri?cing its advantages. 
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Having thus described the invention, what is claimed 

and desired to be secured by Letters Patent is: 
An ornamental lighting panel including in combination 

a louver type of open grid, for a ?uorescent lighting ?x 
ture, of light transmitting material and a plurality of lens 
devices for creating ornamental color effects when com 
bined with said grid in various arrangements, each of 
said lens devices comprising a colored light transmitting 
lens element covering an opening formed by intersecting 
walls of said grid on the exposed face of said panel and 
having a ?at side surface overlapping the exposed sur 
face of louver portions surrounding said opening in said 
grid, spaced resilient legs of colored lens material extend 
ing inwardly from said ?at surface and biased apart against 
opposite side surfaces of spaced .walls of the louvers of 
said grid forming the opening in said grid and projecting 
into the opening of said grid toward the opposite face 
of said grid, and means on said legs for removably se 
curing said lens in an opening in said grid by the resilient 
pressure in said legs. 
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