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This invention relates in general to garment structures 
and in particular to a new and useful combination brassiere 
and midriff foundation garment. 
The present invention is an improvement in founda 

tion type garments and includes a brassiere portion includ 
ing supporting cups having ?exible areas de?ned around 
a portion of the edges thereof and without stiffening to 
provide means for holding the bust of a person without 
damage to the delicate skin areas but conforming with 
sufficient elasticity to the shape and outline of the wearer’s 
bust for comfort and support without shifting action and 
permitting easier breathing for the wearer. 
The garment further includes a midriif section which 

is joined laterally to the cup portions of the brassiere 
but which is separated therefrom in the areas underlying 
the bust to permit ventilation and easy breathing at such 
location. The midriif portion includes a central portion 
which extends upwardly from the midriff portion and is 
joined to the brassiere portion at a location intermediate 
the cups. The construction permits and effects ?rm 
foundation support and control in the chest area sub 
jacent the bust and simultaneous support of the bust in 
a manner permitting easy breathing and relative move 
ment and ventilation between the brassiere portion and the 
midriif section of the garment. 

Accordingly, it is an object of this invention to pro 
vide means for supporting a person’s bust and simultane 
ously providing means for supporting and forming the 
chest lines of a person subjacent the bust in a highly 
e?icient and non-pressure exerting fashion, insuring great 
comfort to the wearer and a ?rm moving and support of 
the body portions of the wearer. 
A further object of the invention is to provide an im 

proved combination brassiere and midriif garment con 
struction. 
A further object of the invention is to provide a founda 

tion garment having a brassiere portion and a midriif 
portion connected on each side of the bust supporting 
cups of the brassiere portion and at a central location 
between the cups of the brassiere portion. 
A further object of the invention is to provide an im 

proved garment construction including cup portions 
adapted to support the bust in a free and unhindered man 
ner and including a body encircling midriff portion con 
nected to the cups on the outer ends thereof but being 
free from the cups in the area beneath them and includ 
ing an elongated portion which connects to the center of 
the cup portion at a location between the breasts. 
A further object of the invention is to provide a com 

bination brassiere and midriif foundation garment in 
which the brassiere portion permits unhindered and effec 
tive support of the bust separate from the midriif por 
tion but still being included with the midrilf portion to 
effect complete forming of the body in the chest area. 
A further object of the invention is to provide a com 

bination brassiere and midriff forming garment structure 
in which cups are de?ned on the upper portion thereof 
for supporting the breasts which include means for pre 
venting the garment from riding up below the breasts and 
provide means for good separation thereof, and further 
includes means for effectively forming and supporting the 
area of the chest below the bust to an area approximately 
above the waist line. 
A further object of the invention is to provide a com 

bination brassiere and midriif forming garment struc 
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2 
ture which is simple in design, durable in construction 
and economical to manufacture. 
The various features of novelty which characterize the 

invention are pointed out with particularity in the claims 
annexed to and forming a part of this speci?cation. For 
a better understanding of the invention, its operating ad 
vantages and speci?c objects attained by its use, refer 
ence should be had to the accompanying drawings and 
descriptive matter in which there is illustrated and de 
scribed a preferred embodiment of the invention. 

In the drawings: 
FIG. 1 is a perspective front view of a combination 

brassiere and midriff forming foundation garment con 
structed in accordance with the invention; 

FIG. 2 is a rear perspective of the garment indicated in 
FIG. 1; 

FIG. 3 is a section taken on the line 3—3 of FIG. 1; 
and 

FIG. 4 is a section taken on the line 4-4 of FIG. 1. 
Referring to the drawings in particular, the invention 

embodied therein includes a foundation garment gen 
erally designated 10 which comprises a midriff forming 
and supporting portion 12 adapted to encircle the body of 
the wearer immediately subjacent the bust and a brassiere 
portion including material forming a pair of bust support— 
ing cups generally designated 14 and 16. The breast cups 
114 and 16 are jointed together by a line of stitching ‘18 
and by a crosspiece 21). 
As indicated in FIGS. 1 and 2, each of the cups 14 

and 16 is formed by lower cup forming portions 22 which 
extend from a line central of the upper portion of the 
bust through the center of the bust line to the sides there 
of and by an upper and outward bust forming portion 24 
which de?nes the remaining area of the cups 14 and 16. 
The portions 22 advantageously include shirring 26 which 
extends from the central upper portion of each cup to 
the center between the cups and thence downwardly along 
the complete bust line to the side edge of each cup. The 
shirring portion 26 advantageously includes elastic mate 
rial formed within the fabric which permits easy expan 
sion and contraction of the bust during the breathing of 
the wearer. The upper portion 24 of each of the cups 
14 and 16 advantageously includes a simple border area 
28 which is devoid of shirring. 

In accordance with the invention, the cups 14 and 16 
are connected at their outer side edges to the midriif 
forming and supporting portion 12. The midriff forming 
and supporting portion 12 advantageously includes a ver 
tically elongated double seam or rib 30 at comparable lo 
cations on each side which is ?xed to the side edge of 
the adjacent cup portions 14 and 16 along the upper 
ends thereof. The midritf forming and supporting por 
tion 12 advantageously includes panels 32 and 34 of per 
forated fabric or lace material on each side of the rib 30 
and elastic material panels 36 at eat-ch end, one of which 
carries a double row set of eyes in a panel 38 and another 
of which carries a seam 40 with securing hooks 42 for 
fastening each end of the garment together after it has 
been positioned around the chest of the wearer. 
The midriff forming and supporting portion 12 ad 

vantageously includes elongated central panels 44 and 46 
made of a lace or similar material which converge at a 
narrow portion as and the upper end which is connected 
to each of the cups 1d and 16 by stitching directly below 
the crosspiece or rib 29‘. 

It is a feature of the construction that the cups 14 and 
16 are not connected to the rnidriff portion 12 at the lo 
cation of curved seams 5d and 52. Thus, the chest por 
tion of the wearer below the bust is ?rmly supported and 
formed while the breasts themselves are separately and 
independently supported and may move independently of 
the midriff portion. The garment also permits ventila— 
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tion in this important area and unhindered body move 
ment with‘ ?rm molding and support. The shirred area 
26 which extends beneath the bust permits support and 
giving or breathing at such area independent or" the form 
ing action of the midriff portion of the garment, 

The, garment also includes‘ shoulder straps- 54% which 
are connected to the panels 36 and to a- central‘ location 
at the top of the respective cup portions 14 and 16. 
Thus, the device provides a very economical construc 

tion for simultaneously supporting the bust and forming 
and supporting the chest area of the wearer immediately 
below the bust in an easy and unhindered manner while 
still insuring the ?rm molding of the body and excellent 
comfort of the wearer. 
While a speci?c embodiment of. the invention has been 

shown and described in detail to illustrate the application‘ 
of the invention. principles, it will be understood that 
the invention may be embodied otherwise without depart 
ing from such principles. 
What is claimed is: 
1. A combination brassiere and midriff foundation gar 

ment comprising a brassiere. portionv having'a pair of 
breastcups interconnected atadjacent inner portions of 
their circumferential edges,,each cup comprising a lower‘ 
breast-forming componentand an upper breast-forming 
component, respectively, said lower component being of 
an arc formation, said upper. component being substan 
tially V-shapedand-being- joined to said lower component 
alongta substantially V-shaped seam extending to an apex: 
at the center between-said cups to thereby complement the 
lower component and shape each breast cup, the circum 
ferential edge of the cup‘ forming the outer boundary of 
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said lower component, an expandable shirred band sub 
stantially coextensive with and’ completely attached to 
the inner face of said circumferential edge, a midri?’ por 
tion comprising an encircling band having side panels with 
vertically elongated seamsv connected at their upper ends 
to each lateral edge of each of said cups, and including 
central panels having‘ a curved portionv formed: at. said 
seam which extends in a curve similar to the circumfer 
ential edge of the lower component of'said cup and up 
wardly and being joined to said cups at the central junc 
ture thereof, said encircling band including,‘ connection 
members for fasteningthe band around‘the‘body. 

2. A combination brassiere and midriifrforrning, and‘ 
supportinggarment according to claim‘ 1, wherein saiden 
circling band includes a. plurality of panels havingv elastic 
material; 

3. A combination brassiere and midriff' forming and‘ 
supporting garment according to claim 2, wherein said en 
circling band includes central vertically elongated. panels 
of fabric material which extend-to an apex. and» are. joined, 
at their central connections. 
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