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3,075,216 
LABEL REMG‘VER 

Weldon K. Wiener, 110 Melbourne St, Houston 22, Tex. 
Filed Oct. 22, M59, Ser. No. $43,069 

5 Claims. (Ci. i5—93) 

The present invention relates to a new and improved 
device for removing the labels from ?le folders or the 
like. 

For most ?ling purposes, manilla folders or other simi 
lar type of folders are used. The contents of such folders 
are usually identi?ed by the nomenclature on the label 
adhes-ively secured to the tab of the folder. In many 
o?ices, the ?le folders are used over and over again for 
different ?les or contents and in such cases, the old label 
is ordinarily removed so that a new label may be placed 
on the ?le folder. Heretofore, the removal of such labels 
has generally been accomplished by scraping the label 
with a knife or razor blade which is slow, tedious and 
even dangerous, particularly since it is important to re 
move all of the label without damaging the ?le folder 
itself. 

It is therefore an important object of the present in 
vention to provide a new and improved means for quickly, 
easily and safely removing the labels from ?le folders or 
the like. 
Another object of the present invention is to provide 

a new and improved means for removing paper, cloth, 
or other non-metallic labels from ?le folders or the like. 

Still another object of the present invention is to pro 
vide a new and improved device wherein labels may be 
quickly and easily removed from ?le folders or the like 
by one or more rotating cutting blades. 
A further object of the present invention is’ to provide 

a new and improved device wherein labels may be quickly 
and easily removed from ?le folders or the like by a 
bui?ng, sanding or rubbing action. 
A still further object of the present invention is to 

provide a new and improved device for removing labels 
from file folders or the like wherein the device may be 
easily ?tted on the tab of the folder and over the label 
a?ixed thereto. 

Yet a further object of the present invention is to pro 
vide a new and improved means for removing labels from 
folders or the like which may be readily adjusted to re 
move labels from folders of varying thicknesses. 
The construction designed to carry out the invention 

w?l be hereinafter described, together with other features 
thereof. 
The invention will be more readily understood from 

a reading of the following speci?cation and by reference 
to the accompanying drawings forming a part thereof, 
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2. 
device R includes a body housing H which is preferably 
formed from an upper body member 10 and a lower 
body member 11 which are secured together by friction 
snap-on means 12, which will be described hereinafter, 
or any other suitable securing means. The lower body 
member 11 has a lateral slot 13 extending therethrough 
into which the edge of a ?le folder F or the like is adapted 
to be positioned for the removal of a label L, as will be 
more fully explained. A motor M is mounted in the 
upper body member 10 for supplying power to a label 
removing mechanism C positioned in compartments 10a 
and 11a formed in the housing H. 

Considering the invention more in detail, the label 
removing mechanism C has a pair of rotatable elements 
15 and 16 having blades or cutting edges 15a and 16a 
respectively, thereon. The elements 15 and 16 are sub 
stantially cylindrical and are preferably identical. In 
the form shown in FIG. 2, the blades 15a and 16a have 
spiral or inclined blades which accomplish a scraping 
and cutting action on the label L with which they are 
engaged when the elements 15 and 16 are rotated, as 
will be explained. Also, as will be more evident here 
inafter, the spiral or inclined blades effect a feeding of 
the removed portions of the label L away from the ele 
ments 15 and 16 to keep the blades 15a and 16a sub 
stantially clear from the removed portions of the label 

. for thereby facilitating the removal of the label L. For 
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wherein an example of the invention is shown, and ‘ 
wherein: 

FIG. 1 is a perspective view of the device of the present 
invention illustrating the device in position for use on 
the edge of a ?le folder or the like; 

FIG. 2 is a partial sectional view of the device of the 
present invention; 

FIG. 3 is a perspective view of the means for moving 
the position of one of the rotatable elements; 

PEG. 4 is a View taken on line 4—4 of FIG. 2; 
FIG. 5 is a plan view illustrating the arrangement of 

the gear drive mechanism of the device of the present 
invention; 
PEG. 6 is an elevation of an alternative cutter; 
FIG. 7 is an elevation of another alternative type of 

cutting blade; and 
FIG. 8 is an isometric view of one of the guide springs 

of the device of the present invention. 
in the drawings, the device of the present invention 

is designated generally with the letter R. Brie?y, the 
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the purpose of connecting the rotatable elements 15 and 
16 in drive relationship with the motor M, gears 17 and 
18 are positioned longitudinally one above the other on 
a motor shaft 19. A bracket 21 which is shown as sub 
stantially U-shaped is attached to the motor M by means 
of screws 22 or other suitable means connecting the 
?anged sides 21a to the motor M. A support 24 is welded 
or otherwise suitably ?xed to the bracket 21 for support 
ing a bushing 26 therebelow. Such bushing 26 is adapted 
to receive a shaft 27 which has a gear 28 thereon and a. 
tapered insert 29 therebelow. The tapered insert 29 is 
positioned in an opening 16b in the element 16 for es; 
tablishing a releasable driving connection therebetween. 
For‘ supporting the lower end of the element 16, a sup 
port 34 is secured to the lower body member 11 by ad 
hesive or other suitable means and is positioned in a 
lower cavity or recess 11b formed in such member 11. 
A bushing 36 is integral with or is suitably attached to 
the support 34 for receiving a lower axle. 16c on the lower 
end of the element 16. The gear 28 has teeth 28a thereon 
which mesh with teeth 1811 on the gear 18 on the drive 
shaft 19 of the motor M so that ‘as the motor M oper 
ates the drive shaft 19, the gear 18 is rotated which in 
turn rotates the gear 28 to rotate the insert 29 and the 
element 16 therewith. It will be understood that only 
a portion of the gear teeth 28a and 18a are shown in 
FIG. 5 since such teeth actually extend around the full 
circumference of each gear. 
The element 15 is mounted adjacent to the element 

16 but with the elements spaced apart to provide an open— 
ing 13' therebetween which is suitable for receiving the 
edge of the ?le folder F. Also, it is preferable to mount 
the element 15 for lateral movement to adjust the width 
of the space 13' to accommodate ?le folders of different 
thicknesses. To provide such adjustable mounting, the 
frame member 21 has an opening or slot Zlb (FIG. 3) 
in Which a slidable bushing 42 is positioned for move 
ment back and forth therein. The bushing 42 has a 
bushing sleeve 42a on its lower end which is preferably 
integral with a head 42b thereon. A T-slot 420 is formed 
in the head 42b for receiving any enlarged end 51a on 
an adjusting, rod 51. A slot or opening 21c is provided 
in the leg 21d of the member 21 through which the 
rod 51 extends. The rod 51v has an adjusting screw 55 

connectedtheretowhich is threaded into a threaded hole 
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10b therein through which the rod 51 and the adjusting 
screw 55 extend. Thus, by turning the knob 55a on the 
screw 55, the rod 51 and the bushing 42 are moved to 
change the position of the bushing 42 in the slot 211).‘ 
A set screw 59 is threaded vertically'into the upper body 
member 16 for engagement with the rod 51 to lock the 
rod 51 and the parts therewith against movement when 
a desired position of the bushing 42 is obtained. 
For connecting the upper end of the element 15 to 

the movable bushing 42, a shaft 47a’ on a gear 47 ex 
tends into the bushing sleeve 42a. An insert 49 similar 
to the insert 29 but longer, is adapted to releasably ?t 
into the opening 15!) of the member 15. A variable 
gear mechanism which includes gears 47 and 17 is pro 
vided so that the gear 47 meshes with the gear 17 on 
the shaft 19, both of which have extra long gear teeth 
47a and 17a, respectively (FIG. 5), so that such gears 
remain in mesh even though the gear 47 is moved to 
wards and away from the gear 17 when the bushing 42 
is moved. The teeth 47a and 17a would of course ex 
tend for the full circumference of the gears 47 and 17, 
respectively. The slot 21b is of such length that it limits 
the movement of the member 42 to prevent the gear 
teeth 47a and 17a from separating from each other. As 
will be more evident, such construction permits an adjust 
ment of the opening 13' to accommodate folders or 
sheets of di?erent thicknesses. 
A similar adjustable mounting means is used on the 

lower end of the rotatable element 15. A bracket 61 
similar in shape to the bracket 21 is attached to the lower 
body member 11 by screws 62 or other suitable means 
extending through ?anged ends 61a into the member 11. 
The member 61‘has a slot 611) which is preferably iden 
tical with the slot 21b in the bracket 21. A slidable 
bushing 72 similar to the slidable bushing 42 is slidably 
positioned in the slot 61b and is also provided with a 
bushing sleeve 72a for receiving the lower axle 15c. An 
adjusting rod 71 is connected to the bushing 72, pref 
erably in the same manner as the rod 51 is connected 
to the bushing 42. A threaded hole 11c is provided in 
the member 11 to receive the adjusting screw 75 which 
is connected to the rod 71 for movement together. The 
screw 75 has a knob 75a for turning the screw 75. A 
set screw 79 is positioned in the body member 11 of the 
housing H for locking the rods 71 and the bushing 61 
in any selected position. If desired, the lower adjust 
ment screw 75, the rod 71 and the set screw 79 may be 
eliminated, in which case the bushing 72 would be free 
to move with the element 15 as it is moved at its upper 
end by the turning of the screw 55 as previously ex- 
plained. 
To hold the ?le folders or other sheets ?rmly within 

the slot or opening 13 and the space 13’ between the 
elements 15 and 16, a pair of springs or guides 90 (FIGS. 
4 and 8) and 91 (FIG. 4) may be ?xed to the housing 
H by means of screws 93 or other suitable means. The 
guides 90 and 91 are positioned opposite each other and 
are ?tted into the slot 13. ‘The details of the guide 90 
is shown in FIG. 8, wherein the window 90a is seen 
through which a portion of the element 15 extendsn 
Openings 9019 are provided in the guide 90 for receiving 
the screws 93. The guide 90 has resilient curved ex-v 
tensions 90c outwardly of the screws 93 for resiliently 
but ?rmly engaging the ?le folder or sheet. The guide 
91 is identical with the guide 90 and has a window 91av 
through which the element 16 extends, holes 9111 for 
screws 93, and curved extensions 91c opposite the exten 
sions 900 for engaging a ?le folder or sheet between them 
and also to aid in guiding the ?le folder or sheet through 
the rotating elements 15 and 16. 

In the preferred embodiment of the invention, a rela 
tively high speed motor is used and a channel 100 or 
similar space is provided in the upper member 10 through 
which electrical wires W from the motor extend to any 
suitable electrical outlet (not shown). In order to re 
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4 
move any shavings or particles of labels which have been 
removed from ?le folders or sheets which may accu 
mulate in the compartments 11a and 10a, a door 11a is 
placed in the body member 11. Hinges 95 are provided 
for attaching the door 11a to the body member 11 so 
that such door He may be easily opened. A knob 95 
or other suitable means is provided on the outer surface 
11)‘ of the door 112 for further facilitating the opening 
of the door He. The edge 11g (FIG. 4) of the door 
He is tapered inwardly, and the edge 11h of the hous 
ing 11 opposite the door edge 11g is tapered also so as 
to make a relatively tight ?t of the door He in the hous 
ing 11. Such door of course may be eliminated and 
the shavings removed from the compartments 11a and 
liia merely by separating the upper body member 10 
from the lower body member 11 which exposes the com 
partments 11a and 16a so that the shavings may be 
quickly and easily removed by shaking or other suitable 
means as desired. The rotatable elements 15 and 16 are 
disconnected from the inserts 49 and 29 respectively 
when the upper body member 14) is separated from the 
lower body member 11. This arrangement facilitates 
the removal of the rotatable elements 15 and 16 for re 
placement or repair thereof. The tapered inserts 49 and 
29 are easily ?tted into the openings 15!) and 1613 re 
spectively, when it is desired to join the upper body mem~ 
ber 10 with the lower body member 11. 

Friction snap-ons 12 are illustrated in FIG. 2 and are 
provided for easily assembling and dis-assembly of the 
upper body member 10 and the lower body member 11. 
Each snap-on 12 includes a male member 10d which is 
adapted for insertion in a female member 11d. As many 
snap-on members 12 as desired may be used, but pref 
erably four are used. 

In the operation of device R of this inveniton, the 
?rst step is to adjust the opening 13’ between the ele 
ments 15 and 16, if necessary. Such adjustment is ac-K 
complished by means of the adjustment screws 55 and 
75, as previously explained, so that the width of the open 
ing 13' will coincide or correspond to the thickness of 
the ?le folder F or other sheet from which the label L 
or similar item is to be removed. The set screws 59 
and 79 would then be tightened to lock the adjustable 
element 15 in the selected position. Then the device 
R, which is preferably small enough so as to ?t com 
fortably into the palm of the hand, is ?rmly grasped 
and placed in position on the edge of a ?le folder F 
as illustrated in FIG. 1 or on any similar sheet. The 
motor M drives the shaft 19 to rotate the gears 17 and‘ 
18, and thus drives the gears 28 and 47 for thereby rotat 
ing the elements 15 and 16. During such rotation of 
the elements 15 and 16, the device R is manually moved 
along the folder F and the cutting blades 15a and 16a 
scrape and cut the label L from the folder F without 
damaging the folder itself. 
Although the preferred form of the invention is illus 

trated with the rotatable elements 15 and 16 having spiral 
or inclined cutting blades 15a and 16a, respectively, other 
types of rotatable elements may be used, examples of 
which ‘are shown in FIGS. 6 and 7. In FIG. 6, the modi 
?ed element 115 is identical with the elements 15 and 16 
except for the construction of the cutting blades 115a 
which are vertical or longitudinal rather than spiral or 
inclined, and therefore the opening 115b corresponds 
.with the opening 151; and the axle 115c corresponds with 
the axle 15c. 

In FIG. 7, the modi?ed element 215 is identical with 
the elements 15 and 16 except for the construction of the 
surface 215a which is scored or knurled so as to produce 
a bu?ing, sanding or rubbing effect, rather than a cutting 
one. The opening 215!) corresponds with the opening 
15b and the axle 215c corresponds with the axle 150. 

It should also be noted that the adjustment means pro 
vided for moving the rotatable element 15 in relation to 
the element 16 maybe eliminated, and in which case the 



3,075,216 
5 

opening 13' would remain ?xed. The extra long gear 
teeth 47a and 17a on the gears 47 and 17 respectively, 
would not be necessary with the rotatable elements 15 
and 16 mounted in a ?xed position in relation to each 
other. 
The device of the present invention solves a problem 

that has long plagued persons engaged in ?ling opera 
tions. Labels may be quickly and easily removed by the 
device R of the invention and ?le folders may be used 
over and over again thus creating a large saving in ?ling 
operations. 
The vforegoing disclosure and description of the inven 

tion is illustrative and explanatory thereof and various 
changes in the size, shape and materials, as well as in the 
details of the illustrated construction, may be made with 
in the scope of the appended claims without departing 
from the spirit of the invention. 
What is claimed is: 
1. An apparatus for removing labels from ?le folders, 

sheets and the like, including a body housing, a motor 
mounted in said body housing, a pair of opposed rotata 
ble elements having a longitudinal opening therebetween, 
each of said elements having means therewith for engag 
ing a label for removing same upon rotation of said ele 
ments, connection means connecting said motor to said 
rotatable elements, said body housing having a slot there 
in coinciding with the opening between said rotatable ele 
ments thereby permitting a ?le folder or sheet with a 
label af?xed thereto to be inserted therein and between 
said rotatable elements, means mounting said elements 
in said housing to maintain said slot in alignment with 
said longitudinal opening during rotation of said rotata 
ble elements, and an ‘adjustment means at each end of 
one of said rotatable elements for moving said one of 
said rotatable elements laterally and substantially paral 
lel to the other of said rotatable elements to adjust the 
space between said rotatable elements for accommodat 
ing folders or sheets of different thicknesses. 

2. An apparatus for removing labels from ?le folders, 
sheets and the like, including a body housing, a motor 
mounted in said body housing, a pair of opposed longi 
tudinally extending rotatable elements having a longitudi 
nal opening .therebetween, connection means connecting 
said motor to said rotatable elements, said body housing 
having a slot therein coinciding with the opening between 
said rotatable elements thereby permitting a ?le folder 
or sheet with a label a?ixed thereto to be inserted there 
in and between said rotatable elements, spring guides in 
said slot, each of said spring guides having a window 
through which said rotatable elements extend there 
through for engagement with the ?le folders while said 
spring guides engage the folders outwardly of said ro 
tatable elements, an adjustment means for one of said 
rotatable elements, said adjustment means including a 
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6 
bracket having a horizontal slot therein, a bushing mem 
ber connected to said one of said rotatable elements and 
slidably positioned in said horizontal slot, and means for 
moving said bushing member in said horizontal slot to 
thereby move said one of said rotatable elements to ad 
just the space between said rotatable elements for receiv 
ing folders or sheets of different thicknesses therebetween. 

3. The structure recited in claim 2, including an ad 
justing screw on said bushing member, said body hous 
ing having a threaded opening therein adapted to receive 
said screw and to be engaged therewith whereby the 
movement of said bushing member in said horizontal slot 
is accomplished by the turning of said adjusting screw. 

4. An apparatus for removing labels from ?le folders, 
sheets and the like, including a pair of opposed rotatable 
elements having a longitudinal opening therebetween, a 
motor for driving said rotatable elements, connection 
means connecting said motor to said rotatable elements, 
said longitudinal opening between said rotatable ele 
ments ‘being of a width to receive a ?le folder, sheet or 
the like therebetween, and separate screw adjustment 
means at each end of one of said rotatable elements for 
moving it laterally and substantially parallel to the other 
of said rotatable elements to adjust the space between 
said rotatable elements for accommodating folders, sheets 
or the like of different thicknesses. 

5. An apparatus for removing labels from ?le folders, 
sheets and the like, including a pair of opposed rotatable 
elements having a longitudinal opening therebetween, a 
motor for driving said rotatable elements, connection 
means connecting said motor to said rotatable elements, 
said longitudinal opening between said rotatable elements 
being of a width to receive a ?le folder, sheet or the like 
therebetween, means for guiding said ?le folder, sheet 
or the like through said longitudinal opening between 
said rotatable elements while said rotatable elements are 
rotating, and said rotatable elements each having a sub 
stantially cylindrical external surface and blades protrud 
ing therefrom for effecting the scraping of a label from 
the ?le folder or sheet. 
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