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The present invention relates to lecterns for use by pub 
lic speakers and the like. 
The need of a lectern by a public speaker is well estab 

lished and when none is available, the speaker may be em 
barrassed or unable to comfortably hold the usual notes 
and other accoutrements of his profession or subject. 
The present invention has for its primary object the 

provision of a demountable lectern which is in the form of 
an attache case when in condition for carrying. 
A second object of the present invention is to provide 

a lectern unit which has ample space for holding papers, 
notes, and the like. 
A further object is to provide a portable lectern unit, 

light in weight, sturdy in structure, and one which lends 
itself to manufacture in quantity at reasonable cost. 
With these objects in mind, their ful?llment will vbe es 

tablished upon consideration of the description of the in 
vention which refers to the drawing attached, in which: 

FIG. 1 is an elevational view of the invention, in con 
dition for carrying, 
FIG. 2 is an elevational view of the assembly shown in 

FIG. 1 with the top panel removed, 
FIG. 3 is a top plan view, partially in section, 
FIG. 4 is a perspective view of the assembly shown in 

FIG. 1, 
-.,FIG. 5 is a perspective view of the device, shown in a 

position of use, the dotted lines indicating an alternative 
position for the top panel, and 
FIG. 6 is a perspective view showing the leg panels par 

tially removed from the case part of the device. 
It is to be understood that the drawing illustrates a pre 

ferred form of the demountable lectern and that, within 
the scope or" the claims which follow this description, nu 
merous alterations may be made and modi?cations are 
possible Without departing from the spirit of the invention. 

With reference to FIGS. 1 and 4, the device of the pres 
ent invention consists in a case 1%} having a handle 11 on 
the upper end. The case It} has end panels 12 and 13, 
upper and lower end members 14 and 1S connecting the 
adjacent ends of the end panels 12 and 13 together, and 
a back panel 16 extending over the edges of the end panels 
12 and 13‘, and end members 14 and 15. . 
A front or top panel 17 is removable from the case 10 

and is disposed, when the case 10 is in carrying condi 
tion, with its end edge portions slidably engaged in op 
posed grooves 1-8 provided in the end panels 12 and 13‘. 
The lower end member 15 is similarly grooved, as at 19 
in FIG. 6, to receive the adjacent edge of the panel 17. 

2 
upper end formed to two edges 24 and 26, shown best in 
FIG. 6. The panels 21 and 22 nest in the case 10, as in 
FIG. 2, with either panel uppermost, in this case panel 
being uppermost. .The remaining space in the case 10, 

5 adjacent and spaced from one end, is ?lled to the level of 
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The panel 17 is provided with a ledge element 20 along 7 
one side edge and on the face which is exterior of the 
case 10 when in the portable condition. 
A pair of leg panels 2} and 22 are provided, each hav 

ing a straight lower end edge, as at 23 in FIG. 5, and an 60 

the nested panels 21 and 22 with a ?ller block 27 having 
a turn latch 28 for holding the panels 21 and 22 in the 
nested position. 

Each panel 21 and 22 is provided with a slot 29 receiv 
ing an adjacent turn latch 34} mounted on the free edge of 
the respective partition 31, 32, which forms, with the ad 
jacent end panels 12 and 13 of the case 10 slots 33 and 
33' (FIG. 3) for receiving the edge portions of the legs 
21, 22 when the lectern is assembled as in FIG. 5. 
The top panel 17 has pins 50* projecting from the face 

opposite the face carrying the ledge 20. The pins 50 are 
selectively receivable in pairs of holes 34, 35 provided in 
the panel 16, as shown in FIG. 1, so that the panel 17 may 
be disposed either in the position shown in full lines in 
FIG. 5 or in the dotted line position. 
The use of the demountable lectern of the present in 

vention is obvious from the above description and illus 
tration attached. It may be quickly and with ease as 
sembled with the case 10 resting either on the leg panel 
edges 24, as in FIG. 5, or on the edges 26 (not illustrated) 
to provide a flat lectern, as the edges 26 are substantially 
parallel to the edges 23. In either positioning the panel 
17 is adjustable and the space within the case 10 a?ords 
storage for pertinent notes or exhibits. 
What is claimed is: 
1. A combination lectern and carrying case comprising, 

end panels, upper and lower end members, and a back 
panel, the upper and lower end members connecting the 
adjacent ends of the end panels and forming therewith a 
rectangular frame, the back panel closing one side of the 
frame to form a box like structure, partition members 
spaced inwardly from the end panels and parallel thereto 
and fastened to the upper and lower end members and 
forming with the end panels elongated slots, leg panels 
removably positioned edgewise in said slots, releasable 
means for retaining said leg panels therein, and a top panel 
member removably engaging the open top of the ‘box like 
structure to close the same. I 

_ 2. The structure of claim 1 in which the removable top 
panel is adapted to be placed upon the ‘back panel and 
is provided with means which are engageable with the 
back panel in different positions of adjustment when the 
device is set up as a lectern and in which the top panel is 
additionally provided with a ledge element to form an 
edge rest for a book or the like resting on the top panel. 
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