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The present invention relates to surgical instruments 
and, in particular, to a circumcision instrument to be used 
in amputating the excessive foreskin (prepuce) present 
at the glans of the penis on an infant male. 
The circumcision operation is presently accomplished 

by somewhat antiquated procedures and cumbersome 
instruments, whereby the operator grasps the foreskin and 
amputates at any desired distance and bleeding is con 
trolled by sutures or other means. In most instances a 
clamping device is utilized to hold the glans in a desired 
position while a separate cutting instrument is employed 
to perform the amputation. 

It is an object of this invention to provide in a unitary 
construction an instrument having both the properties of 
a hemostat and a knife. Another object of this invention 
is to provide a light, compact instrument capable of per 
forming the circumcision operation with great e?iciency 
and accuracy. 
A further object of this invention is to provide a cir 

cumcision instrument having means thereon for compress 
ing the blood vessels in the cutting area thereby arresting 
immediate bleeding. 

Another important object of the invention is to provide 
a circumcision instrument having a cutting means thereon 
whereby the entire circumference of the prepuce surround~ 
ing the glans may be cut simultaneously. 
A still further object of this invention in its preferred 

embodiment is to provide a circumcision instrument in 
cludng a shaft member having at one end thereof a means 
for receiving the glans of a penis, a knob mounted at the 
other end of the shaft member for longitudinal movement 
therealong, and a housing slidably mounted along the 
shaft member intermediate the knob and the penis re 
ceiving means and having a circular cutting edge thereon 
adjacent the penis receiving means and engageable there» 
with when the housing is moved longitudinally along the 
shaft member in response to the movement therealong of 
the knob. 

Another object of this invention is to provide a cir~ 
cumcision instrument whereby hemostasis and amputa 
tion are substantially achieved by a single manipulation of 
the component parts. 

Still another object of this invention is to provide a cir 
cumcision instrument having a securing means whereby 
the foreskin of a penis can be held in cutting position until 
the cutting edge can be actuated to amputate the excessive 
foreskin. ‘ 

It is a further object of this invention to provide a 
circumcision instrument having a presure sensitive ad 
hesive which serves as a securing means for holding the 
foreskin of a penis in cutting position until the cutting 
edge can be actuated to amputate the excessive foreskin. 
A still further object of this invention is to provide a 

circumcision instrument having such a simple arrangement 
of components that the assembly and disassembly thereof 
before and after sterilization can be done with great speed 
and ease. 
The foregoing obiects, advantages, features and results 

of the present invention, together with various other ob 
jects, advantages, features and results thereof which will 
be evident to those skilled in the art to which the inven 
tion pertains, may be achieved with the exemplary embodi 
ment described in detail hereinafter-and illustrated in the 
accompanying drawing, in which: 
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2. 
FIG. 1 is a side cross-sectional view of a preferred em 

bodiment of the invention; 
FIG. 2 is a side elevational view of the invention in an 

amputating position; 
FIG. 3 is a bottom elevational view taken along the 

arrowed line 3—3 of FIG. 2; and 
FIG. 4 is a partially sectional view taken along the 

arrowed line 4-4 of FIG. 2. 
Referring particularly to FIGS. 1 and 2 of the drawing, 

the numeral lil designates a circumcision instrument in 
cluding a threaded shaft member 12 having at one end 
thereof a means 14 for receiving the glans of a penis 
15. The penis receiving means 14 comprises a substan 
tially bell-shaped member 16 formed integrally with one 
end of the shaft 12 and having a concavity l7 therewithin 
and a substantially horizontal ?ange 18 extending radially 
outwardly therefrom. A presure sensitive, heat resistant 
adhesive 19 is located on the exterior of the bell-shaped 
member 16 adjacent the ?ange 18. The adhesive 19 
is painted on the circumcision instrument It) in liquid 
form and upon drying acquires its pressure sensitive prop_ 
erties. The pressure sensitive properties of the adhesive 
19 will withstand a number of sterilizations at rela 
tively high temperatures and pressures. Examples of a 
pressure sensitive adhesive meeting the above-mentioned 
requirements are Permacel Adhesive No. EZ 40501 pro 
duced by Permacel, New Brunswick, New Jersey, and 3M 
Adhesive No. EC-1434 produced by Minnesota Mining 
and Manufacturing Co., 900 Bush Avenue, St. Paul 6, 
Minnesota. These products are composed of a synthetic 
rubber and resin base and are well known. in the art of 
adhesives. 
A nut or knob 2%‘ providing radially extending handles 

21 and a centrally located threaded opening 22. is rotatably 
mounted on the other end of the threaded shaft member 
12.. Consequently, upon rotation of the knob 26 it will be 
moved longitudinally along the shaft member 12. 

. Located between the bell-shaped member 16 and the 
knob 20 and mounted axially on the shaft member 12 
is a housing 24. The housing 24 is slidably movable along 
the shaft 12 and provides a cylindrical upper portion 25 
having a transverse knob-engaging surface 25 adjacent the 
knob 2i} and a circular cutting means 27 spaced longi 
tudinally from the knob-engaging surface 26 and substan 
tially adjacent the bell-shaped member 16. The cutting 
means 27 includes a transverse circular plate 28 having a 
centrally located circular opening 29 de?ned by a sub 
stantially vertical downwardly extending circular cutting 
edge or knife 3i). The diameter of the opening 29 is 
greater than the diameter of the bell~shaped member 16 
but less than the diameter of the radially extending 
?ange 18. 
The housing 24, being slidably movable along the shaft 

12, is responsive to the relative longitudinal movement 
therealong of the rotatable knob 20. Other suitable means 
can be employed for creating this relative movement but 
the illustrated arrangement is preferred in View of its 
simplicity and the accuracy of its action. 

Connecting the cylindrical upper portion 25 and the 
circular cutting means 27 is a pair of rigid support arms 
32 spaced to provide a substantially open area in the 
vicinity of the cutting edge 30. An open working area 
surrounding the cutting edge 30 is important in that it per 
mits either the ?ngers of the operator or small mosquito 
forceps to be utilized in holding the foreskin 34- of the 
glans of the penis 15 in proper cutting position. 

In actual operation the knob Ztl is rotated upwardly 
along the shaft member 12 and away from the bell-shaped 
member 16. The housing 24 is then slidably moved along 
the shaft 12 toward the knob 21}. This movement away 
from the bell-shaped member 16 leaves the penis receiv 



ing means 14 substantially unobstructed while the ?ngers 
of the operator join such means with the glans of a 
penis 15. The tip of the glans of the penis 15 is pressed 
against and somewhat into the concavity 17 of the bell 
shaped member 16 and the foreskin 31!; of the penis is 
then drawn by the ?ngers of the operator, over the glans, 
the ?ange 18, and the body of the bell-shaped member 
16, being pressed into contact with the pressure sensitive 
adhesive 19 located on the exterior of the bell-shaped 
member 16 and thereby held ?rmly in position until the 
amputation is completed. 
The housing 24 is now allowed to slide down the shaft 

12 with the circular cutting edge 3t} passing over the bell 
shaped member 16 until it comes in contact with the entire 
circumference of the foreskin 34 at the ?ange 18 and at an 
angle substantially normal to such ?ange. The knob 29 is 
now rotated downwardly along the threaded shaft 12 to 
press lightly against the transverse surface 26 of the hous 
ing 24 thereby further urging the housing 24 toward the 
penis receiving means 14. The foreskin 34 is thus initially 
compressed and the blood vessels therein constricted by the 
clamping action between the cutting edge or knife 3t} and 
the ?ange 18. Hemostasis is thereby accomplished. 
Upon further downward rotation of the knob 20, the 

housing 24 being responsive thereto, the circular cutting 
edge 30 is forced against the ?ange 18 thereby cutting 
through the foreskin 34 and completing the amputation 
thereof. The glans of the penis 15 then separates from 
the instrument l0 and the amputated foreskin. It is thus 
seen that hemostasis and amputation can both be achieved 
by a single manipulation of the instrument 10. The cir 
cumcision operation having been completed the instrument 
10 may now be simply disassembled for sterilization pur 
poses. The knob 20 is rotated upwardly along the shaft 
member 12 until it reaches the end thereof and is then 
removed. The housing 24 may be slidably removed from 
the same end of the shaft member 12. The individual 
components, e.g., the shaft member 12, the housing 24, 
and the knob 20 may be effectively sterilized and thus 
made ready for rapid assembly and another operation. 

It will be understood that various modi?cations, minor 
changes and substitutions may be incorporated in such 
embodiment without departing from the spirit of the in 
vention as de?ned by the claims which follow. 
What is claimed is: 
1. In a means for amputating the excessive foreskin 

from the glans of a penis the combination of: a threaded 
shaft member having a bell-shaped member at one end 
thereof including a substantially horizontal ?ange extend 
ing radially outwardly therefrom; a housing axially 
mounted on said shaft member and slidably movable 
therealong and including a downwardly extending circular 
cutting edge engageable with said radially extending ?ange 
of said bell-shaped member and extending in a plane 
perpendicular thereto; and a knob threaded to said shaft , 
member and engageable with said housing for urging said 
housing toward said bell-shaped member. 

2. In a'circumcision instrument the combination of: a 
threaded shaft member having a means for receiving the 
glans of a penis at one end thereof including a bell-shaped 

' member having a foreskin-receiving ?ange extending radi 
ally outwardly therefrom and in substantially a horizontal 
plane; a threaded knob rotatably mounted on the other 
end of said shaft member for longitudinal movement there 
along; and a sidewardly apertured housing slidably 
mounted on said shaft member intermediate said knobv 
and said belLshaped member and including a circular 
cutting edge sized to engage said ?ange at an angle perpen 
dicular thereto, said housing being movable in response to 
the relative longitudinal movement along said shaft mem 
ber of said knob. 

3. In a circumcision instrument the combination of: 
a threaded shaft member having a means for receiving 
the glans of a penis at one end thereof including a bell 
shaped member having a foreskin-receiving ?ange extend 
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ing radially outwardly therefrom and in substantially a 
horizontal plane; a centrally threaded knob rotatably 
mounted on the other end of said shaft member for longi 
tudinal movement therealong; and a housing axially 
mounted on said shaft member intermediate said knob 
and said bell-shaped member and including a knob-en 
gaging surface at one end thereof and a downwardly di 
rected vertically oriented circular cutting edge at the 
other end of said housing, said housing being responsive 
to the relative longitudinal movement along said shaft 
member of said knob upon engagement with said knob 
engaging surface, said cutting edge being sized to engage 
said flange of said penis receiving means. 

4. In a circumcision instrument the combination of: 
a shaft member having a means for receiving the glans 
of a penis at one end thereof including a ?ange extend 
ing radially outwardly therefrom and in substantially a 
horizontal plane; a housing axially mounted on said shaft 
member and slidably movable therealong and including a 
transverse surface at one end thereof, a downwardly ex 
tending vertically oriented circular cutting edge at the 
other end thereof facing said penis receiving means, 
and at least one rigid support arm connecting said trans 
verse surface and said cutting edge; and means urging 
said housing toward said penis receiving means and cans 
ing said cutting edge to engage said ?ange thereof at an 
angle substantially normal thereto. 

5. In a circumcision instrument the combination of: a 
threaded shaft member having a means for receiving the 
glans of a penis at one end thereof including a bell-shaped 
member having a ?ange extending radially outwardly 
therefrom and in substantially a horizontal plane; a side— 
wardly apertured housing axially mounted on said shaft 
member and slidably movable therealong including a 
transverse surface at one end thereof, a downwardly ex 
tending circular cutting edge at the other end facing said 
?ange at an angle perpendicular thereto, and at least one 
rigid support arm connecting said transverse surface and 
said cutting edge; and a centrally threaded knob rotatably 
mounted on Said threaded shaft member and engageable 
with said transverse surface of said housing for urging 
said housing toward said penis receiving means and caus 
ing said circular cutting edge to engage said ?ange thereof. 

6. In a means for amputating the excessive foreskin 
from the glans of a penis the combination of: a shaft 
member having a means for receiving a penis at one end 
thereof including a ?ange extending radially outwardly 
therefrom in substantially a horizontal plane and a secur 
ing means adjacent said ?ange for engagement with the 
foreskin of said penis and for holding same in a cutting 
position; a housing axially mounted on said shaft member 
and slidably movable therealong and including a circular 
cutting edge engageable with said radially extending ?ange 
of said penis receiving means at an, angle perpendicular 
thereto; and means operatively interconnecting said shaft 
member and said housing for urging said housing toward 
said penis receiving means. 

7. In a circumcision instrument the combination of: 
a threaded shaft member having a means for receiving 
the glans of a penis at one end thereof including a bell 
shaped member having a foreskin-receiving ?ange extend 
ing radially outwardly therefrom and a pressure sensitive 
adhesive located on the exterior of said bell-shaped mem~ ' 
ber and adjacent said ‘?ange for engagement with the 
foreskin of said penis and for holding same in a cutting 
position; a centrally threaded knob rotatably mounted 
on the other end of said shaft member for longitudinal 
movement therealong; and a housing axially mounted 
on said shaft member intermediate said knob and said 
bell-shaped member and including a knob~engaging sur~ 
face at one end thereof and a downwardly directed cir 
cular cutting edge at the other end of said housing, said 
housing being responsive to the relative longitudinal 
movement along said shaft member of said knob upon 
engagement with said knob-engaging surface, said cutting 
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edge being sized to engage said ?ange of said penis re 
ceiving means. 

8. In a circumcision instrument the combination of: 
a shaft member having a means for receiving the glans 
of a penis at one end thereof including a ?ange extend 
ing radially outwardly of said penis-receiving means and 
a pressure sensitive adhesive located on the exterior of 
said penis-receiving means and adjacent said ?ange for 
engagement with the foreskin of said penis and for hold 
ing same in a cutting position; a cutting means movably 
mounted on said shaft member for engagement with the 
outwardly extending ?ange of said penis-receiving means; 
and means operatively interconnecting said shaft member 
and said cutting means for urging said cutting means to 
ward said ?ange of said penis-receiving means. 
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