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2 Claims. (til. res-2s) 

This invention relates to a new and improved socket 
which is adapted to be quickly and easily pushed down 
wardly into the earth forming a socket support for posts 
or the like, for umbrella shafts ‘and other supports in 
> eneral, and the principal object of the invention resides 
in the provision of an inexpensively manufactured and 
quickly and easily used socket which, once thrust into the 
earth, will not tilt or become loosened in any way in the 
ground, and therefore provides a solid, efficient post 
holder or support as will become more apparent herein 
after. 
Another object of the invention resides in the provision 

of a device as above described including a tubular mem 
her which is flattened and ‘closed at one end forming a 
point, the opposite end thereof being open, and there being 
provided special new and improved side wings or ?ns on 
said tube at the exterior thereof adjacent to but spaced 
from the open end of the tube, whereby the pointed end of 
the device is easily thrust into the ground and the entire 
device is placed in the ground so that the ?ns or wings 
become completely covered and hold the tube in the posi 
tion in which it is placed, and the ?attened portion near 
the point providing a tapered inner portion for the tubular 
member so that when a post is thrust into the socket, it is 
held ?rmly by reason of the fact that it is gripped by the 
inwardly converging walls. 
The invention further relates to arrangements and com 

binations of parts which will be hereinafter described and 
more particularly set forth in the appended claims. 

‘Reference is to be had to the accompanying drawings, 
in which 

PEG. 1 is a view in elevation showing the device in op 
eration; 

FIG. 2 is a side view thereof, looking in the direction 
of arrow 2 in FIG. 1, part being in section; 
FIG. 3 is a plan view thereof, looking in the direction 

of arrow 3 in FIG. 2; and 
FIG. 4 is a view in elevation of a pair of ?ns. 
In the manufacture of the present device, a length of 

tubing such as galvanized iron, aluminum or the like is 
?attened at one end thereof. The tubing is generally indi 
cated at it? and the ‘?attened portion at 12. The ?attened 
portion forms a chisel end or point 14‘ besides closing this 
end and preventing the entry of dirt thereinto. 
The tubular member is provided with new and improved 

lateral wings or ?ns each of which is in the form of an 
L. having a short leg 16 and a longer leg 18, there being 
two of these members welded, riveted or otherwise secured 
to the exterior surface of the tubing. These ?ns or wings 
are preferably V-shaped at the lower edges thereof, see 
PEG. 4, so that the fins themselves enter the ground easily 
also and extend out laterally to a much greater extent than 
the outer Walls of the tubular members. 

In the operation of the device, it is merely necessary to 
enter the pointed end 14 into the earth and to give it a 
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2 
tap with a hammer or stone to completely submerge the 
?ns under the ground, and the ground will tend to fall in 
over the upper ?at edge surfaces at 20, 20 of the fins, see 
FIG. 1, the ground level being at the top end of the tube. 
With the device in this position, the post or pole 24 may 
be forcibly pushed down into the socket where it is held 
upright rather than wabbling and becoming loose at it 
would if this device were not used. 
At the same time, the lower end of the tapered section 

at 26 of the socket grips the lower end of the pole as 
shown in FIG. 2 and holds the same in position ?rmly so 
that any kind of appliance may be added to the pole and 
held thereby, such as nets for sports use, back stops, 
croquet poles for ?ags, mail boxes, fencing, tents, beach 
umbrellas, and ?shing poles. In the case of small tents, 
no guy ropes of any kind are needed and of course the 
sockets will hold the poles in upright position while a 
canvas is being spread thereon. 

It will be seen that all of the objects of the invention 
have been achieved and that a compact, efficient, and 
inexpensive ground socket has been provided by this in 
vention. 

Having thus described my invention and the advantages 
thereof, I do not wish to be limited to the details herein 
disclosed, otherwise than as set forth in the claims, but 
what I claim is: 

1. A ground socket for supporting an upright member 
in the ground, said socket comprising a hollow tubular 
member that is circular in transverse cross section and 
open at one end and ?at at the opposite end, said flat end 
being closed and forming an entry point for said socket, 
there being a tapered area between the ?at end and the 
tubular portion of the socket, said tapered area tapering 
down from the tubular portion toward the ?at end, a pair 
of Wings mounted on said tubular member, each wing 
comprising a pair of members at right angles to each other, 
one of said wing members being mounted on said tubular 
member and extending substantially tangentialy with re 
spect thereto and the other wing member extending sub 
stantially radially thereof, said respective tangential and 
radial wing members being parallel, said wing members 
being pointed in the direction of entry or" the socket into 
the ground and terminating adjacent to but short of the 
open end of said tubular member, the latter being adapted 
to be pounded into the ground with the open end approxi 
mately along a line with the ground level and the wings 
completely buried, and said tapered portion gripping the 
upright member thrust thereinto. 

2. The ground socket of claim 1 wherein one member 
of the wings is at a general right angle relative to the flat 
end of the tubular member, the ?at end being arranged 
diametrically of the tubular ‘member. 
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