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The present invention relates to a device for connecting 
a boat or the like to a pier, landing or other ?xed ob 
ject. 
A well known problem to users of small boats is the 

difficulty of properly securing a boat to a pier or land 
ing. If the boat is secured tightly against a pier or land 
ing in a manner proper for a given water level, the 
water level may change causing the boat to be submerged 
or possibly causing damage to the pier. If the boat is 
not tightly secured, waves may bang the boat against the 
pier causing damage to the boat and pier. 

It is, therefore, an important object of this invention 
to provide a boat fastening device which will retain a 
boat in position adjacent a pier vwhile permitting a certain 
amount of vertical and lateral movement of the boat with 
the waves and rise or fall of the water level. 
A further object of this invention is to provide a boat 

fastening device which is simple in construction, is strong, 
durable and inexpensive to manufacture and is easy 
to install. 

Still further objects and advantages will become ap 
parent as the description proceeds. 

In accordance with the present invention, there is pro 
vided a boat fastening device which includes a coil spring 
having an eye ?xed to one end thereof, the eye being 
suitable for attaching the spring to a dock, pier or the 
like. A rod is ?xed to the other end of the spring and 
projects perpendicularly to the axis of the spring. There 
is also provided means de?ning an aperture for reception 
of the rod, said means being adapted for attachment to 
the side of a boat with the aperture extending vertically. 
A detent spring is mounted within the rod for releasably 
holding the rod within the aperture. 
The full nature of the invention will be understood 

from the accompanying drawings and the following de 
scription and claims. 
FIG. 1 is a top plan view of a small boat and a pier 

showing the boat fastened to the pier by boat-fastening 
means embodying the present invention. 

FIG. 2 is a vertical section taken along the line 2—~2 
of FIG. 1 in the direction of the arrows and showing 
in detail a representative one of the boat-fastening means 
embodying the present invention. 
FIG. 3 is a vertical section taken along the line 3—3 

of FIG. 2 in the direction of the arrows. 
Referring now to the drawings, this invention com 

prises a coil spring 10, the coils of which are tightly 
wound with each of the coils of the spring resiliently en 
gaging the coils adjacent thereto in such a manner that 
the spring resiliently maintains its axis in a straight line. 
In a preferred arrangement for small boats, two such 
springs 10 and 11 are ?xed to a dock or pier 12 in 
such a manner that they extend horizontally from the 
dock. The boat 15 is fastened to the dock by connecting 
the free end of each spring to the boat. 

In FIG. 2, there is illustrated a representative one of 
the coil springs, the device incorporating the spring 10 
being different from the device incorporating the spring 
11 only in that the spring 10 is longer than the spring 
11. Press ?tted within one end 16 of the spring 10 is 
a rod or bar 17 having an eye 18 formed at the free end 
thereof. The spring 10 is ?xed to the pier 12 by means 
of a bolt 20 or may be ?xed thereto in any suitable man 
1161'. 
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Press ?tted within the other end 21 of the spring 10 is a‘ 

right angle bar 22 having an L-shaped spring 25 mounted 
upon the right angular projecting portion 26 of the rod 22." 
One leg 27 of the spring 25 is ?xed within a groove 28 
extending generally axially of the projecting portion 26' 
of the rod and the other leg 30 of the spring 25 is re 
ciprocably received within an aperture 31 extending‘ 
transversely through the projecting portion 26 of the rod 
22. 

Fixed to the forward portion of the boat 15 by means‘ 
of screws 34, is a member 32 de?ning a vertical ‘apere 
ture 33 therethrough. In order to fasten the boat 15 to 
the pier 12, the projecting portion 26 of the rod 22 is 
passed downwardly through the aperture 33 causing the 
spring 25 to be depressed within the aperture 31. After 
the rod 22 is passed a su?icient distance through the aper 
ture 33, the spring 25 will pop out of the aperture 31 so 
as to lock the rod within the aperture 33. In order to 
remove the rod from the aperture, it is only necessary to 
depress the spring 25 within the aperture 31. 
From the above description, it will be obvious the pres 

ent invention provides a boat fastening device which will 
resiliently retain a boat in position adjacent a pier but will 
permit a certain amount of vertical and lateral movement 
of the boat with the waves and the rise or fall of the 
water level. It will also be obvious that the present in 
vention provides a boat fastening device which is simple 
in construction, is strong, long-lasting and inexpensive and 
which is easy to install. 
While the invention has been illustrated and described 

in detail in the drawings and foregoing description, the 
same is to be considered as illustrative and not restrictive 
in character, it being understood that only the pre 
ferred embodiment has been shown and described and 
that all changes and modi?cations that come within the 
spirit of the invention and the scope of the claims are 
also desired to be protected. For example, the above 
‘described dock could be replaced by any suitable landing 
or stationary element. 
The invention claimed is: 
1. A boat fastening device comprising a coil spring, 

a pair of rods each of which is press ?tted within one 
end of said coil spring, said rods and spring being ar 
ranged coaxially, a ?rst of said rods having an eye formed 
at the free end thereof for attachment to a dock or the 
like, the other of said rods having a portion projecting 
perpendicularly to the axes of said rods and spring, 
means de?ning an aperture for reception of said pro 
jecting portion, said means adapted for attachment to a 
boat with said aperture extending vertically, and a de 
tent spring mounted within said projecting portion for 
releasably holding said portion within said aperture. 

2. A boat fastening device comprising a pair of coil 
springs, a pair of right angle bars, each of said springs 
having one of said lbars press ?tted within one end 
thereof, a boat, a pair of members ?xed to one side of 
said =boat, one adjacent the 'bow and one adjacent the 
stern, each of said members having a vertically extend~ 
ing aperture therethrough, the free ends of said right 
angle bars projecting downwardly through said apertures, 
a detent spring mounted within each of said bars for re 
movably holding said bars within said members, a pair of 
rods having eyes formed at one end thereof, said rods 
having their other ends press ?tted within the other ends 
of said coil springs, a pier, and means received within 
said eyes ?xing said bars to the pier. 

3. A boat fastening device comprising a coil spring, 
an eye ?xed to one end of said spring, a stationary ele 
ment, a bolt passing through said eye and ?xing said de 
vice to said stationary element, a rod ?xed to the other 
end of said spring and projecting perpendicularly to the 
axis of said spring, means de?ning an aperture for re 
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ception of said rod, said means adapted 'for attachment 
to a- boat- with said aperture extending vertically, and a 
detent spring mounted Within said rod for removably 
holding said rod within said aperture. 

, 4. A ‘boat fastening device comprising an elongated 
coil spring, said coil spring being tightly wound with each 
of the coils of‘ said spring resiliently engaging the coil 
adjacent thereto in such a manner that said'spring re 
s‘ilien-tly maintains its axis in a straight line, a pair of 
rods each of which is ?xed within one end of said coil 
spring, said rods and spring being arranged coaxially, a 
?rst of said rods having an eye formed at the free end 
thereof for attachment to a dock or the like, the other of 
said rods having a portion projecting perpendicularly 
to the axes of said rods and springs, means de?ning an 
aperture for reception of said projecting portion, said 
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means adapted for attachment to a boat with said aper 
ture extending vertically, and a detent spring mounted 
within said projecting portion for yieldably holding said 
portion within said aperture. 
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