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This invention relates to a modeling device, the pur 
pose of which is to facilitate and make easier and more 
interesting the formation of models and ?gures with 
modeling clay or other plastic or formablelmaterials. 
The concept of the invention is that of an articulated 

?gure such as a ?gure of an animal, for example, a horse, 
the parts of which are constructed and/or con?gurated 
to receive and hold the modeling clay or other formable 
material so that it may be more precisely formed or 
sculptured while held by the ?gure. Preferably, the ?gure 
has articulated joints which are suf?ciently sti? so that 
they will sustain themselves in any position in which they 
are set so as to simulate desired positions or motions. 
The ?gure or device may preferably be mounted on an 
adjustable pedestal supported from a stand or platform. 

In a preferred form of the invention, the construction 
or con?guration in detail comprises central or interme 
diate membranes or septums and positioned normal to 
each other with additional parallel spaced partitions or 
ribs lying in a third transverse plane. This construction 
provides a plurality of pockets opening outwardly in which 
the molding clay or formable material can be con 
veniently placed and held and then more precisely molded 
or con?gurated to the desired artistic or fanciful shape. 

Portions of a ?gure other than articulated joints which 
are to be readily deformable may be formed from a pri 
mary member made up of a series of beads or bead-like 
members having sockets to receive an adjacent bead or 
bead-like formation so that a universally deformable struc 
tural element is provided, the incremental parts of which 
may have extending portions in the form of webs or ribs 
con?gurated to make possible the formation of any de 
sired shape. 

In accordance with the foregoing, the object of the in 
vention is to provide a modeling device in the form of 
an articulated and/or deformable ?gure constructed to 
receive and hold modeling clay or other fo-rmable mate 
rial which can thereafter be more precisely molded or 
shaped as desired. 
Another object is to provide a device as in the fore 

going object comprising parts con?gurated to provide 
pockets opening outwardly adapted to ‘receive and hold 
the modeling clay. 

Another object is to provide a device as in the fore 
going object wherein the construction comprises ?at mem 
bers lying in transverse planes, each member being con 
?gured to a desired shape and a plurality of members 
forming ribs or webs lying in planes transverse to the 
planes of the other members and con?gurated to provide 
a desired external shape. 

Another object is to provide a device as in the fore 
going object wherein the members lying in transverse 
planes provide outwardly opening ?at-sided pockets adapt 
ed to receive and hold modeling clay ‘which may then be 
more precisely formed to a desired shape. 

Further objects and numerous additional advantages of 
the invention will become apparent from the following 
detail description and annexed drawings, wherein: 

FIG. 1 is a perspective view of a preferred form of the 
invention; -_ 

FIG. 2. is a detail view of the neck portion of the model 
or device of FIG. 1; 

FIG. 3 is a sectional view taken along the line 3—3 
of FIG. 1; and 
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FIG. 4 is a detail view of a modi?ed form of the in 

vention. 
FIG. 1 shows a preferred form of the modeling device 

which, by way of example, is shown in the form of a 
?gure of a horse. The device is supported from a stand 
or platform 10 by way of an adjustable telescoping pedes 
tal 11 having a set screw 13. The pedestal is suitably at 
tached to the base 10. 
The ?gure of a horse as shown in FIG. 1 is exemplary 

of any type of ?gure that may be made using the prin 
ciples of the invention. 
The ?gure as shown has a body part 15, a head 16, a 

neck 17; fore legs 20 and 21 and hind legs 23 and 24. 
The neck is deformable universally to any desired 

shape or con?guration as will be described presently. The 
?gure is articulated, that is, the legs or limbs or attached 
to the body by articulated joints and the legs themselves 
have articulated joints. By reason of the articulated 
and/ or deformable construction, the ?gure can be shaped 
or adjusted to simulate any desired position or motion 
of the ?gure such as galloping, and it will sustain itself 
in that position while the modeling clay is being applied 
as for example by a child. The articulated joints are 
suf?ciently stiff so as to hold their positions. 
The parts of the ?gure may be made of molded plastic, 

for example, and have a particular construction or con 
?guration’ to facilitate fabrication and more particularly 
to provide a con?guration particularly adapted to receive 
and hold the modeling clay. FIG. 1 shows a preferred 
construction. Referring to the body part of the horse 15, 
this construction comprises a central plane member or 
septum 27_ shaped ‘generally to simulate the body of the 
horse. Numeral 29 designates another plane member or 
septum lying in a transverse plane generally intermediate 
or medial of the member 27. Its general peripheral shape 
is con?gurated to simulate the shape of the body of the 
horse at that plane or section. Numeral 31 designates 
parallel members lying in planes transverse to the planes 
of members 27 and 29 so that outwardly opening pockets 
are formed between the various transverse members. The 
outer peripheral edges of the members 31 are shaped or 
con?gurated to provide the skeleton of the outer surface 
shape of the body of the horse. 
The breast portion of the ?gure is formed using a simi 

lar construction. However, all of the transverse mem 
bers need not necessarily lie in vertical or horizontal 
planes, the members 33 and 34 in the breast portion being 
tilted from the vertical as shown. 
The head 16 is formed using similar construction com 

prising members lying in transverse planes and forming 
outwardly opening ?at sided pockets. The head includes 
a central member 37, transverse member 38 and the paral 
lel members 39, the outer periphery of the members 
being shaped or con?gurated to delineate the con?guration 
of the head. 
The legs or limbs are made using a similar construc 

tion. For example, the upper part of the leg 21 has 
transverse members 42 and 43 and the parallel transverse 
members 44, all of the members having a peripheral con 
?guration so that together they form or delineate the 
outlines of the leg portion. 
FIG. 3 shows, by way of example, a manner of joining 

the legs to the body by way of articulated joints. The 
central member 27 has an integrally formed transverse 
tubular bushing 49 which receives a tubular pivot pin 
5% on the ends of which are pivotally mounted the upper 
ends of the upper leg portions 20 and 21. The pivot pin 
50 extends through the plane member 42 of the upper 
leg portions. 
The articulated joints in the legs themselves are formed 

simply by pivot pins such as the pin 51 pivoting together 
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an intermediate leg portion '52 and a hoof portion 53 as 
seen in FIG. 1. 
The neck part of the ?gure is deformable universally 

to any desired shape or con?guration. For this purpose, 
there is provided the structure shown in section in FIG.'2. 
It comprises spherical members or beads 57, each of 
which has a spherical opening in which is received a 
smaller spherical member or bead ‘58 which is integral 
with and extends from the adjacent bead 57. This par 
ticular construction may of course be modi?ed in detail. 
It provides a structural element having a plurality of 
closely spaced universal joints as may be seen providing 
a high degree of deformability so that any desired shape 
may be realized. 

Certain of the elements or members 57 as shown at 61 
may have extending webs, frames or discs as shown at 62 
having a desired peripheral shape or con?guration to simu 
late any desired ultimate shape or con?guration by de?n 
ing the outline thereof. In this manner, the neck part of 
the ?gure is formed. 
FIG. 4 shows a slightly modi?ed form of construction. 

'The pedestal is shown at 11 attached to the central ver 
tical plane part or membrane 65. In this construction, 
instead of providing ?at-sided outwardly opening pockets 
to receive the molding clay, a plurality of outwardly ex 
tending pins are provided as shown at 66. The pins may 
be spaced and distributed as desired with the molding 
clay being placed between them and held by them. The 
length of the pins is adjusted so as to provide any desired 
exterior overall shape or contour. In other words, rises 
or projections and depressions in a surface may conven 
iently be provided for by adjusting the length of the pins 
66 accordingly. To accurately delineate very irregular 
surface contour, this particular construction may be uti 
lized with the length of the pins 66 dimensioned so as to 
delineate the irregular surface contour. , 
From the foregoing, those skilled in the art will observe 

that the invention provides a unique and highly utilitarian 
modeling device highly adapted to the formation of ?gures 
and the like from modeling clay or other formable ma 
terial. The device provides the basic ?gure which is to 
be formed and it has the advantage that it may be initially 
shaped by reason of its articulated joints and deformabil 
ity to simulate particular positions or simulated motion. 
The construction is adapted to the receiving and holding 
of the molding clay or other modeling material and to 
then having the material more nicely or precisely shaped 
after it has been initially applied. 
The foregoing disclosure is representative of preferred 

forms of the invention and is to be interpreted in an illus 
trative rather than a limiting sense, the invention to be 
accorded the full scope of the claims. 
What is claimed is: 
1. In a modeling device, a structure providing a gen 

eral exterior contour of a ?gure to be modeled, said 
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structure comprising at least one generally medial mem- ' 
her having a plurality of outwardly extending members, 
said outwardly extending members being formed so that 
‘their outer parts delineate generally the exterior surface 
contour of a ?gure to be modeled, said members having 
surfaces providing a conformation having pockets for 
receiving modeling material and holding said material 
while it is molded and contoured, another part comprising 
a generally stem-like member, said stem-like member 
being comprised of relatively closely spaced mutually 
articulated elements, said stem-like member having out 
wardly extending portions adapted to receive and hold 
a moldable material whereby a form is provided to receive 
the moldable material which is deformable into a desired 
shape or con?guration. 

2. The modeling device as in claim 1 wherein said 
stem-like member is formed of a plurality of bead-like 
members having spherical openings in which are received 
spherical portions of adjacent bead-like members. 

3. in a modeling device, a structure providing a gen 
eral exterior contour of a ?gure to be modeled and in 
cluding a part comprising a generally stem-like member, 
said stem-like member being comprised of relatively. 

, closely spaced mutually articulated elements, said stem 
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like member having outwardly extending portions adapted 
to receive and hold a moldable material whereby a form 
is provided to receive the moldable material which is de 
forable into a desired shape or con?guration. 

4. In a modelling device, a structure providing a gen 
eral exterior contour of a ?gure to be modeled and in 
cluding a body member comprising a generally ?at rigid 
medial member, a plurality of rigid elements rigidly ?xed 
to and extending outwardly from opposite faces of said 
medial member, the outer extremities of said elements 
and the outline of said medial member delineating the 
exterior surface of the body of a ?gure to be modeled, 
and at least one skeletal ?gure member pivoted to said 
medial member and extending outwardly of said de 
lineated exterior surface. - 

5. A device as de?ned in claim 4 wherein said elements 
comprise elongated rods. 

6. A device as de?ned in claim 4 wherein said' elements 
comprise generally ?at planar elements de?ning, with said 
medial member, a plurality of outwardly open pockets. 
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