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The present invention relates to a therapeutic bathing 
vessel and more particularly to an improved footbath 
adapted to be used for therapeutic treatment of the feet. 
Numerous footbaths have lbeen proposed or used in the 

past and basically all such footbaths comprise a vessel 
in ‘which one or both feet may be introduced. 

In order to provide a practical footbath which will be 
readily adaptable ‘for use without special precautions and 
preparations, the footbath of this invention incorporates 
a novel combination of important features. It is appar 
ent that no single footbath is at present available which 
incorporates the necessary features in a suf?ciently prac 
tical manner to make the use of the footbath simple and 
popular so that the substantial advantages offered by such 
a therapeutic device are largely overlooked. The present 
invention provides a novel footbath combining in a new 
‘and novel manner the various necessary features and it 
combines them in such a Way that an extremely adaptable, 
attractive and e?icient footbath is provided. The bath 
is at the same time so conveniently and easily used that its 
therapeutic values will be taken ‘advantage of on many 
occasions where the effort and preparations involved pre 
viously discouraged such a use. 
One of the principal bene?ts to be obtained from a 

footbath is the application of over-all heat to the feet. 
In order for this application to be fully successful it is 
desirable that the heat be applied at a predetermined and 
constant temperature over a su?iciehtly long period to 
realize the full bene?ts. The novel footbath of the inven 
tion provides for this by incorporating an automatic heat 
control thereby removing the necessity of replenishing or 
reheating the bathing liquid. It is also necessary in order 
to achieve the maximum bene?t that the user be able to 
position his foot in the bath in a relaxed manner and addi 
tionally to ?ex or move the bathed member so that gentle 
circulating action is provided which increases the ther 
apeutic bene?ts of the heat application. It is desirable 
that this be done conveniently and without splashing or 
otherwise causing or requiring excess care to prevent 
spillage of the bathing liquid. 
The bene?cial eifects of the above advantages will be 

largely lost unless the bath itself can be provided in a 
convenient lightweight form of attractive design so that 
the bath is easily stored and handled without chipping, 
cracking or fracturing and so that the average person 
does not hesitate to use it and to consider it an attrac 
tive addition to the home medicine cabinet or the institu 
tional equipment inventory. The footbath of the present 
invention also, therefore, incorporates an improved novel 
design which simultaneously provides the above advan 
tages while also being of an attractive nature and having 
a lightweight and a pleasing shape which is readily adapted 
for coloring in pleasing shades. 
The footbath of the present invention also is designed 

to be ?exible so that its material as well as its shape com 
bine to increase the comfort of the bath in use and its 
ease of handling and storage. In addition, to the above 
advantages, the footbath is formed of heat insulating ma 
terial so that the maintenance of a desired temperature 
Within the bath is greatly facilitated and so that the heat 
is con?ned to the bathing liquid and does not otherwise 
heat the remaining portions of the bath which would make 
it uncomfortable and uneconomical. The full bene?ts of 
heat therapy in many cases are obtained when such ther 
apy is combined with a physical vibration to increase the 
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bather’s circulation and to relax and massage the muscles. 
It is also desirable, therefore, that such a massaging or 
vibrating means be included in the footbath and the novel 
design of the present invention achieves this result by 
providing a combined vibrating means together with mas 
sage assisting pads in the interior of the ‘bath. 

It is accordingly an object of this invention to provide 
an improved footbathing vessel. 
Another object of the invention is to provide an im 

proved foot-bathing vessel with integral massage means. 
Another object of this invention is to provide a foot 

bathing vessel in which heating and vibrator units are de 
tachably provided so that the footbathing vessel may be 
used with or without either ‘or both of them. 

Other and further objects of the invention will be 
obvious upon an understanding of the illustrative embodi 
ment about to be described, or will be indicated in the 
appended claims, and various advantages not referred to 
herein will occur to one skilled in the art upon employ 
ment of the invention in practice. ‘ ' 

Although the invention as herein described relates to 
a footbathing vessel for a single foot, it is not intended 
to be vso limited, as it is evident that changes in design 
could easily be made to have it extend to a similar vessel 
for both feet or other members. ' ' 

A preferred embodiment of the invention has been 
chosen for purposes of illustration and description and is 
shown in the accompanying drawings, forming a part of 
the speci?cation, wherein: 

FIG. 1 is a perspective View of the footbath with the 
heating unit and vibrator; 

FIG. 2 is a vertical sectional view of the footbath of 
FIG. 1, and showing a foot being bathed in the vessel; 
FIG. 3 is a perspective view of the vibrator with its 

' corresponding covering mat shown in a detached posi 
tion; and 

FIG. 4 is an enlarged fragmentary detailed view of the 
papillae or ?nger-like rubber mat which ?ts at the bottom 
of the footbathing vessel. 

Referring to the drawing, a hollow vessel adapted to 
receive one or both feet is illustrated at 1. The vessel is 
preferably shaped in the form of an oversized shoe for 
complete ankle submersion as best illustrated in \FIG. 2 
with the provision of suf?cient space to permit the user 
to readily insert ‘and remove his foot and to allow the foot 
2 to be moved about and ?exed while in position within 
the vessel 1 without any tendency to tip the vessel 1. In 
its preferred form the vessel 1 is made of a relatively ?exi 
ble, non-absorbent, chemical resistant material such as a 
polyethylene plastic. Use of such a plastic provides a 
smooth and agreeable surface for the bather’s foot and 
also provides an unbreakable, non-corroding container 
of light weight which has insulating properties to retain 
the bathing liquid at its desired temperature. In addition 
the use of a plastic such as polyethylene or other plastics 
of the same general characteristics provides a vessel which 
is readily formed by suitable molds and which may be 
formed with an attractive design in pleasing colors. 
By forming the vessel 1 in the shape of a shoe, the 

maximum bene?t is obtained from a minimum of volume 
of the bathing liquid and the user’s foot 2 may also be 
?exed or otherwise agitated to obtain the maximum bene 
?ts of the bath in a relaxed manner without any possibility 
of injury to the foot or of the splashing of the bathing 
liquid out of the vessel 1. 

In order to obtain additional bene?ts from the footbath 
the preferred embodiment as illustrated in the drawings 
includes a vibrator means illustrated generally at 3. As 
seen in FIG. 3 the preferred embodiment of the vibrator 
means comprises two vibrator pads 4 and 5 respectively 
with the pad 4 being located beneath the heel portion of 
the vessel 1 and the pad 5 being located beneath the sole 
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portion of the vessel 1. To improve the transmission of 
the vibration to the user’s foot 2, a ?exible pad 8 is prefer 
ably positioned between the vibrator pads v4’ and 5 and 
the ?exible bottom 6 of the vessel ‘1. The vibrator pads 
4 and 5 are driven by suitable electrically driven vibrator 
coils or motors 7 and a remote control switch for the elec 
trical drive means is illustrated at 9 with a suitable ex 
tension cord to make the switch handy for the user of the 
bath. 
The preferred vibrator means 3 is detachable from the 

vessel 1 to permit the vessel 1 to be cleaned and ?lled and 
otherwise handled independently of the vibrator 3 and 
its associated electrical vibrator equipment. As seen in 
FIG. 2 a suitable ?ange 10 is provided at the upper edge 
of the vibrator 3 to position the vessel 1 thereon with 
the vibrator pads 4 and 5 in position beneath the heel and 
sole portions respectively of the vessel 1 and also to remov 
ably retain the vessel 1 on the vibrator 3. 
A thermostatically controlled heater means illustrated 

at 11 is also provided to maintain the temperature of the 
bathing liquid 12 at a predetermined level. An adjustable 
control knob 13 permits the thermostat 14 to be set at 
the desired value so that the heater 15 maintains the bath 
ing liquid at the preset temperature. The heater means 
15 is also preferably detachably mounted by an adjustable 
screw 16 so that it may be removed together with or in 
dependently of the vibrator means 3‘ when the vessel 1 
is ?lled or cleaned. A convenient electrical attachment 
is provided for the heater means 15 by providing extra 
outlets 17 on the vibrator means 3 which may be con 
nected by suitable cord ‘18 to the heater 15 and which 
are themselves connected to the same source as vibrator 
pad motors 7 by the cord member 19. 

In order to provide additional massaging action for the 
user’s foot a pad member 20 is removably ?tted into the 
bottom 6 of the vessel 1 and this pad has a corrugated or 
papillary upper surface as illustrated in FIG. 4 to permit 
a massaging action as the user’s foot 2 is moved about and 
to provide a light gripping action between the bottom of 
the user’s foot and the pad 20 to allow the foot 2 to re 
main stationary in the vessel 1 while the foot 2 is held 
in a relaxed state. 
As described above the footbath is formed of separate 

units such as the liquid containing vessel 1, the vibrator 
3, the heat and thermostat 11 and the pad 20. This en 
ables the various units to be acquired and stored separately 
or to be used in various combinations. The provision of 
the removable massaging pad 20 also allows this pad to be 
washed to remove any accumulated powder or medicine 
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out of the bathing liquid. 

It will be seen that a new ‘and novel footbath has been 
provided which combines the advantages of an attractive, 

4 
convenient, corrosion resistant, lightweight footbath with 
a footbath having improved therapeutic properties result 
ing from a combination of a thermostatically controlled 
heater for the bathing liquid together with a built-in vibra 
tor massaging action and an improved footbath shape 
which permits the user to either use it in complete relaxa 
tion or to combine bathing with massaging and ?exing 
actions. The footbath of the invention is extremely use 
ful due to its lightweight and its detachable components 
which permit the vessel to be removed for ?lling and 
washing independently of the electrically controlled heater 
and vibrator means. In addition to these advantages the 
footbath of the present invention combines these fea 
tures in a novel way wherein a pleasing and attractive foot 
bath design is achieved so that the footbath makes an 
attractive and convenient addition to home medicine cabi 
nets and institutional equipment. 
As various changes may be made in the form, con 

struction and arrangement of the parts herein without 
departing from the spirit and scope of the invention and 
without sacri?cing any of its advantages, it is to be under 
stood that all matter herein is to be interpreted as illus 
trative and not in a limiting sense. 

Having thus described my invention, I claim: 
1. A footbath comprising ‘a base having a hollow in 

terior surmounted by a ?exible pad surrounded by an 
upstanding ?ange electric vibrator means enclosed with 
in the interior of the base and including a vibrating ele 
ment voperatively engaging [the under surface of said pad, 
a bathing vessel :formed ‘of resilient plastic material of 
‘oversize \genenal‘ly lflootaand-‘ankle shape in side elevation 
and wide enough for insertion of two feet therein, hav 
ing relatively wide upstanding front ‘and "back walls and 
la ?at bottorm formed {of said resilient material and 
mounted on said pad and adapted ‘to contain water and 
a 'foot or pair of feet to be bathed, whereby said water 
may be agitated and said foot or feet may be vibrated by 
operation of said electric vibrator means, and a thermo 
statically controlled electric heating element mounted 
on one of said upstanding walls at ‘substantially the verti 
Ical longitudinal center plane of the vessel. 

2. A ‘footbath ‘as claimed in claim 1 ‘including a resil 
ient pad removably positioned ‘at the bottom of said 
vessel and having a papillary corrugated upper surface 
adapted to make massaging engagement with a foot in 
the vessel. 
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