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1 (Claim. (Qt. 5-81) 

This invention relates to appliances and, more par 
ticularly, to an appliance for controlling the position of 
the body of an invalid in bed. 

Ordinarily, it is di?icult for bedridden invalids to move 
about sufficiently for various toilet, sanitary, and com 
fort purposes. It is therefore an object of the present 
invention to provide a body tilt mechanism which may 
enable the invalid to shift the position of his body in order 
to more conveniently carry out various types of treat 
ment, sanitary, and other movements. 

Another object of the present invention is to provide 
a body tilt mechanism which is extremely simple in con 
struction, efficient in operation, and which is completely 
actuated by the shifting of the weight of the body of the 
invalid in a prone position. 

Still a further object of the present invention is to 
provide a body tilt apparatus of the type described which 
is comfortable, easily used, and which can be manufac 
tured in large quantities at a relatively low cost. 

All of the foregoing and still further objects and advan 
tages of this invention will become apparent from a study 
of the following speci?cation, taken in connection with 
the accompanying drawing, wherein: 
FIGURE 1 is a perspective view of a body tilt appara‘ 

tus made in accordance with the present invention; 
FIGURE 2 is a longitudinal cross sectional View taken 

along line 2—2 of FIGURE 1, showing the apparatus in 
a normally forwardly inclined position; 
FIGURE 3 is a side elevational view of the assembly 

shown in FIGURE 1, showing the device in a centered 
position; and 
FIGURE 4 is a view similar to FIGURE 3, showing 

the device in an elevated body lifting position. 
Referring now to the drawing, a body tilt assembly 

19 made in accordance with the present invention is 
shown to include a base panel 12 having transversely 
extending frame pieces 14 secured at opposite ends of 
the base panel 12. Substantially triangularly shaped 
side pieces 16 project upwardly from the base panel 12 
and extend between the longitudinally spaced apart cross 
pieces 14. 
Each side piece 16 has a rearwardly and upwardly 

inclined forward surface 18 which converges with an 
upwardly and forwardly inclined rear surface 2%. The 
forward surface 13 de?nes an acute angle with the base 
of a triangular side piece 16 which is greater than the 
angle de?ned between the rear surface 26 and the base 
of the side piece ‘16; however, the rear surface 2% of 
each side piece 16 is substantially longer than the 
front surface 18 thereof. 
A body supporting panel 24 of generally rectangular 

shape, is hingedly connected to the side pieces 16, ad 
jacent to the apices thereof between the front and rear 
surfaces 18, 20, such as by a hinge pin 22. Because 
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of the con?guration of the side pieces 16, the hinge pin 
22 of each side piece 16 is connected to the body support 
ing panel 24 forwardly of the center thereof, which has 
the effect of tending to maintain the body supporting 
panel 24 in the rearwardly inclined position, as shown in 
FIGURE 4. The forward edge 25 of the main body 
supporting panel 24 is tapered so as to be more readily 
engageable adjacent to the small of the back of the patient, 
whereby the patient may lean rearwardly and downwardly 
upon the rear portions of the panel 24 to e?ectively 
rotate it from the initial position shown in FIGURE 
2 to the elevated position shown in FlGURE 4, in which 
elevated position, the small of the back of the patient is 
lifted above the level of the bed upon which the base 
panel 12 is supported. Such raising of the back of the 
patient ‘will enable the attendant to place new dressings, 
a bed pan, or other apparatus beneath the back of the 
patient in a simple and convenient manner. It will also 
be recognized that a pillow may be placed upon the 
rear portion of the body supporting panel 24, to increase 
the comfort to the patient, or to more effectively con 
trol the tilting action of the panel 24. If desired, the 
respective parts of the present invention may be con 
veniently constructed of molded plastic material for 
sanitary, weight, and strength requirements. 

While this invention has been described with partic 
ular reference to the construction shown in the draw 
ing, it is to be understood that such is not to be con 
strued as imparting limitations upon the invention, which 
is best de?ned by the claim appended hereto. 
Having thus described my invention, 1 claim as new 

and desire to secure by Letters Patent: 
Body tilt apparatus ‘for facilitating the movement of 

invalids comprising, in combination, a base, a body sup 
porting panel, hinge means pivotally supporting said body 
supporting panel upon said base for selected pivotal 
movement about a horizontal axis between a forwardly 
‘and a rearwardly inclined position, said base compris 
ing a substantially flat bottom panel, a frame secured to 
said bottom panel supporting said hinge means, said body 
sup-porting panel comprising a substantially rectangular 
panel of the same size and shape as ‘said bottom panel, 
said hinge means comprising a pair of substantially tri 
angular side pieces secured to said frame having forward 
base angles de?ned by the forward surfaces that exceed 
rear base angles de?ned by the rear surfaces to limit 
the inclined positions of the body supporting panel, and 
pivot pin means carried by the uppermost spaces of said 
side panels hingedly connected to said body supporting 
panel. 
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