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This invention relates to sanitary garments, and more 
particularly to a sanitary garment of the panty type for 
being worn with a sanitary napkin. 
The invention is concerned with an improvement on 

a sanitary garment of the type such as that shown in my 
United States Patent 2,678,648, patented May 18, 1954, 
and, more particularly, is concerned with an improve 
ment in the construction of the crotch section of the 
garment. In the garment disclosed in said patent, the 
crotch section is a one-piece crotch section of ?exible, 
impervious, Waterproof material, preferably a coated 
fabric such as commercially available rayon coated on 
one side (which is the inside of the crotch section) with 
a plastic. Some users ?nd it uncomfortable to have this 
impervious plastic layer in contact with the body. Ac~ 
cordingly, the principal object of this invention is the 
provision of an improved construction for the crotch 
section which, while being effectively impervious and 
waterproof, does not have an impervious plastic layer 
in contact with the body, thereby being more comfort 
able to wear. Additionally, the construction is such that 
the crotch section may be readily cleaned and provides 
some ventilation. Other objects and features will be in 
part apparent and in part pointed out hereinafter. 
The invention accordingly comprises the constructions 

hereinafter described, the scope of the invention being 
indicated in the following claim. 

In the accompanying drawings, in which one of various 
possible embodiments of the invention is illustrated, 

FIG. 1 is a front elevation of a sanitary garment hav 
ing a crotch section of this invention; 

FIG. 2 is an enlarged cross section taken substantially 
on line 2—2 of FIG. 1; 

FIG. 3 is a rear elevation of FIG. 1; 
PEG. 4 is a fragmentary section taken substantially on 

line 4-4 of FIG. 2 and on the scale of FIG. 1; 
FIG. 5 is a plan view of the crotch section per se, 

prior to its assembly with the body portion of the gar 
ment, with par-ts broken away; and 

FIG. 6 is an enlarged cross section taken on line 6-~6 
of FIG. 5. 

Corresponding reference characters indicate corre 
sponding parts throughout the several views of the 
drawings. 

Referring to the drawings, a sanitary panty garment 
of my invention is shown to comprise a body portion 1 
of thin fabric material. This material may be a woven 
or knit fabric made from any suitable material, and is 
preferably nylon tricot. The body portion consists of 
front and back sections 3 and 5 joined at stitched side 
scams '7. An elastic waistband 9 encircles the waist of 
the body portion, which is puckered, and is stitched to 
the waist by the seam indicated at if. The garment has 
a crotch section 13 seamed by stitching along its front 
and back margins throughout their extent to the front 
and back body sections as indicated at 15 and i7, respec 
tively. The body portion and crotch section are cut to 
provide leg openings 15?, and elastic bands 2.1 encircle the 
leg openings, being stitched to the puckered margins of 
the body portion and the side margins of the crotch 
section which extend along the leg openings as indicated 
at 23. The front and back margins of the crotch section 
extend from one leg opening to the other. 
On the inside of the front section of the body portion 

is a narrow substantially nonstretchable ‘fabric tape 25 
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extending generally centrally from the waist to and ter 
minating at the center of the front margin of the crotch 
section and caught at its upper end in the waistband 
seam 11 and at its lower end in the front crotch section 
seam '15. The tape 25 is stitched along its side margins 
to the front body section as indicated at 2'7. On the 
inside of the back section of the body portion is a simi 
lar tape 29 extending centrally from the waist to and 
terminating ‘at the center of the back margin of the 
crotch section and caught at its upper end in the waist— 
band seam l1 and at its lower end in the back crotch seam 
17. The tape 29 is stitched along its side margins to the 
back body section as indicated at 31. Attached to each 
tape at its lower end is a sanitary napkin ‘fastener 33 
having an end opening 35 receiving stitching 37 attaching 
it to the tape just above the crotch section seam. The 
fasteners extend over the ends of the crotch section. 

In accordance with this invention, crotch section 13 is 
of special construction, comprising an outside layer 41 
of thin fabric material, which may be the same as the 
material used for the body portion 1, an intermediate 
layer 43 of thin, ?exible, impervious, waterproof heat 
sealable sheet plastic material such as ‘a polyvinyl chlo 
ride ?lm, and an inside layer 45 of open-mesh net ma 
terial, which may be made from heat-scalable plastic 
yarn such as nylon yarn. As appears in FIGS. 1, 2, 4 
and 5, the meshes (openings) of the net material are 
large in relation to the thickness of the yarn from which 
the net material is made. FIG. 5 shows the three pieces 
41, 1E3 and 45 which constitute the crotch section as 
they are laid out and preliminarily assembled prior to 
assembly with the body portion 1. This preliminary 
assembly is accomplished by spot-heat-sealing the three 
layers together at intervals all around the edges of the 
assembled layers as indicated at 47. This preliminary 
tacking of the layers serves to ‘hold them together while 
they are stitched to the front and back body sections 3 
‘and 5 ‘and while the elastic leg bands 21 are stitched to 
the body sections and the side margins of the crotch 
section. The stitching then functions to hold the crotch 
section layers together all around the edges thereof. 
While as above described, all three layers of the crotch 

section may be heat-scalable (i.e., outside layer 41 may 
be nylon tricot, intermediate layer 43 may be a heat 
sealable plastic, and inside layer 45 may be open-mesh 
nylon), it is not essential that all three layers be heat 
sealable. Thus, for example, the outside layer may be 
per se ‘a nonheat-sealable material, such as an acetate 
fabric or even cotton, and the inside layer may be per 
se a nonheat-sealable material. Under such circum 
stances, heat-sealing of the three layers occurs by fusion 
of the intermediate layer to the inside and outside layers. 

In the completed garment, the layer 45 of open-mesh 
net material is on the inside toward the body, between 
sheet plastic layer 43 and the body. This layer 45 of 
open-mesh material eliminates the uncomfortable feel 
ing of sheet plastic material on the body. Being open 
mesh material, it is completely pervious for facilitating 
cleansing of the inside face of the sheet plastic layer 43, 
and, as the garment is worn, it provides some measure 
of ventilation underneath the sheet plastic layer as is 
desirable for comfort. 

In view of the above, it will be seen that the several 
objects of the invention ‘are achieved and other advan 
tageous results attained. 
As various changes could be made in the above con 

structions without departing from the scope of the in 
vention, it is intended that all matter contained in the 
above description or shown in the accompanying draw 
ings shall be interpreted as illustrative and not in a limit 
ing sense. 
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I claim: 
In a sanitary panty garment having a body portion 

of thin heat-sealable plastic fabric material consisting of 
front and back sections joined at stitched side seams and 
a crotch section, the body portion ‘and crotch sections 
being shaped to provide leg openings, the crotch sec 
tion having side margins extending along the leg open 
ings and front ‘and back margins extending from one 
leg opening of the garment to the other, the front and 
back margins of the crotch section being seamed by 
stitching to the body portion throughout their extent, 
and elastic bands encircling the leg openings stitched 
to the margins of the body portionat the leg openings 
and the side margins of the crotch section, said crotch 
section comprising an outside layer of the same material 
as ‘the body portion, an intermediate layer of impervious 
heat-scalable sheet plastic material, and an inside layer 
of open-mesh heat-sealable plastic net material, the 
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meshes of said net material being large in relation to 
the thickness of the yarn ‘*from which said net material 
is made, said crotch section layers being seat-sealed to 
gether at intervals around the edges of the crotch sec 
tion and being stitched together all around the edges of 
the crotch section by the stitching which secures the front 
and back margins of the crotch section to the body 
portion and the stitching which secures the elastic bands 
to the side margins of the crotch section. 
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