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This invention relates to a cleat adapted to be ai?xed to 
the sole of an athlete’s shoe to grip into the ground and 
the same is so constructed and arranged as to prevent 
clogging with dirt, mud and the like between the spikes 
thereof. 
An object of the invention is to provide a cleat for a 

shoe having a resilient pad af?xed to the base thereof 
between the spikes and which is adapted to be compressed 
upon engagement with a supporting surface and to return 
to its normal formation when the foot is raised so as to 
free the same of dirt, mud and the like adherring to the 
cleat between the spikes. 
Another object of the invention is to provide a cleat 

of said character with means securely fastening the re 
silient pad to the spikes. 

Still another object of the invention is to provide the 
resilient pad with a resilient coil spring embedded thereon 
which is adapted to retain the pad in normally expanded 
formation and to return the pad to normal formation 
when released from depressed condition. 

With the foregoing and other objects in view, refer 
ence is now made to the following speci?cations and ac 
companied drawings in which the preferred embodiment 
of the invention is illustrated. 

In the drawings 
FIG. 1 is a top plan view of a cleat constructed in ac 

cordance with the invention. 
FIG. 2 is a sectional view taken on approximately line 

2--2 of FIG. 1 and showing the same secured to the sole 
of a shoe. 

FIG. 3 is a perspective view of the cleat and parts 
thereof shown in separated juxtaposition. 
The cleat is of the usual type affixed to an athlete’s 

shoe to grip into the ground so as to prevent slipping and 
provide traction in running and playing games. As illus 
trated, the cleat includes a base 10 having arcuate side 
edges 11 and depending from the base at the ends of the 
adjacent side edges are spikes 12. The spikes are thus 
three in number and adjacent thereto the base is aper 
tured for receiving fastening means such as screws 13 for 
securing the cleat against the bottom face of the sole 
or heel H of a shoe. 

In order to prevent the cleat from clogging up with 
dirt, mud and the like between the spikes 12, a resilient 
pad 14 is provided which is of the same formation as the 
base 10 and is secured thereon between the spikes. The 
pad 14 has an outer face 15 of arcuate shaped formation 
and has its greatest thickness at the central portion thereof 
and gradually decreases in thickness toward the spikes. 
The pad is preferably cemented or otherwise a?ixed to a 
plate 16 which overlies the base 10 between the openings 
for the screws 13 and embedded centrally therein in hear 
ing engagement against the plate 16 is a resilient coil 
spring 17 having its smallest convolution adjacent the 
curved outer face of the pad. In order to retain the pad 
in position on the cleat, the spikes 12 have threaded side 
edges 18 for receiving the internally threaded ‘ring mem 
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bers 19. The pad projects beyond the spikes and is. 
slotted as at 20 to receive the spikes with the ring mem 
bers 19 tightened thereon and compressed against the por 
tions of the pad surrounding the spikes. 
The pad 14 is of compressible resilient rubber compo 

sition and the like which will readily be compressed or 
reduced in thickness when weight is imposed thereon as 
when engaging the ‘ground as in running and which will 
readily return to its normal formation when released 
from engagement. This prevents the accumulation of 
mud, dirt and the like between the spikes. A clog of dirt 
adhering thereto between the spikes will be forced out 
wardly with the expansion of the pad. The coil spring 17 
functions to maintain the outer face of the pad in nor 
mal arcuate formation and to return the pad to its normal 
formation when released from compressed condition. 
While the preferred form of the invention has been 

shown and described herein, it is to be understood that 
the invention is not so limited but shall cover and in 
clude any and all modi?cations thereof which fall within 
the purview thereof. 
What is claimed is: 
1. In a non-clogging cleat, a ‘base adapted to be al‘?xed 

to the outer face of the sole of a shoe and having a plu 
rality of depending spikes disposed in angularly spaced re 
lation, ‘a pad of compressible material extending over the 
lower face of said base between the spikes and having its 
greatest thickness centrally thereof and gradually decreas 
ing in thickness toward the spikes, and means engaging 
said spikes securing said pad in position on said base. 

2. In a non-clogging cleat, a base adapted to be ai?xed 
to the outer face of the sole of a shoe and having a 
plurality of depending spikes disposed in angularly spaced 
relation, a pad of compressible material extending over 
the lower face of said base between the spikes and hav 
ing its greatest thickness centrally thereof and gradually 
decreasing in thickness toward the spikes, a coil spring 
embedded in said pad centrally thereof, and means en 
gaging said spikes securing said pad in position on said 
base. 

3. In a non-clogging cleat, a base adapted to be a?ixed 
to the outer face of the sole of a shoe and having a 
plurality of depending spikes disposed in angularly spaced 
relation, a pad of compressible material extending over 
the lower face of said base between the spikes and having 
its greatest thickness centrally thereof and gradually de 
creasing in thickness toward the spikes, a coil spring em 
bedded in said pad centrally thereof, and internally 
threaded ring members threadedly engaging said spikes for 
securing said pad in position on said base. 

4. In a non-clogging cleat as set forth in claim 3 in 
which the pad ‘of compressible material is extended at 
the spikes and has openings through which the spikes 
protrude, and the threadedrrings are compressed against 
the extended portions of the pad surrounding the spikes 
for securing the pad to the base. 
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