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This invention relates broadly to hand tools and more 
particularly to a precision tool intended and designed 
speci?cally for use in separating the protective backing 
material from adhesive surfaces such as, alphabetical 
symbols, numerals, tapes, patches, and the like. 
While the instant invention is capable of use broadly, 

wherever the use of a backing material is required over 
an adhesive surface, to facilitate making the initial separa 
tion therebetween, the said tool is especially Well adapted 
for use in the sign making trade wherein a plurality of 
pressure sensitive letters, numerals, and the like are in 
dividually supplied and applied to form the sign. 
The principal object of the invention is therefore, to 

provide a hand manipulated tool for the purpose of mak 
ing the initial separation between the adhesive surface of 
pressure sensitive sign making characters and the like and 
the protective backing material for said adhesive surfaces. 
A further object of the invention is to provide a 

specialized tool of the class described, wherein, after the 
initial separation of the adhesive material and the backing 
material is commenced, said material in the form of a 
numeral, alphabetical character, symbol, or the like, is 
held positioned by the tool to be grasped by the user for 
complete separation of said adhesive material and the 
protective backing material therefor. 
A further object of the invention is to provide a special 

ized manually manipulated hand tool of the class de 
scribed that is readily adjustable for use with materials 
and backing materials having di?erent cross-sectional 
thicknesses. 
A still further object of the invention is to provide a 

tool of the class described that is highly e?'icient for its 
intended use, simple to use, and inexpensive to manu 
facture. 
A still further highly important object of the invention 

is the use of the subject tool as a tweezer wherein, after 
the adhesive material in the ‘form of a letter, symbol, or 
the like is separated from its backing material, the former 
need not be touched by the ?ngers, but instead, trans 
fered directly by the tool to the point of application. 
These and other objects of the invention will become 

apparent from the following speci?cation and claims 
taken in conjunction with the accompanying drawing 
which illustrates the invention and in which, like char 
acters, indicate like parts, throughout the several views. 
To the above end, generally stated, the invention con 

sists of the novel devices and combination of devices 
‘hereinafter described, and de?ned in the claims. 

Referring to the drawings: 
FIG. 1 is a top plan view of the invention. 
FIG. 2 is a side elevational view of the same. 
FIG. 3 is a side elevational view in longitudinal sec 

tion taken on the line 3-3 of FIG. 1, and 
FIGURES 4 and 5 are fragmentary side elevational 

views of the invention on an enlarged scale showing the 
tool in use, and wherein, the backing material has been 
partially separated ‘from the adhesive surface and deliv 
ered to the ?ngers of the user for complete separation of 
said components. , 

In the interest of clarity and for a fuller understand 
ing of the invention, it must be understood that the unitary 
element from which the backing material is to be re 
moved, is prefer-ably moved ‘by the thumb of the user 
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into engagement with the working element of the tool 
and after separation of the said components is com 
menced, by said tool, the uppermost sign character ele 
ment is grasped by the ?ngers of the user or a small 
pincer or tweezer to effect complete separation and ap 
plication to the surface to wlL'ch the adhesive sign char 
acters are to be applied. ' 

The numeral 5 indicates a relatively heavy rectangular 
base plate having at one end portion thereof a transverse 
bore 6 to accommodate a mounting screw, not shown. 
It will be understood that the tool may be rigidly attached 
to a case containing sign characters or symbols or the 
like, or be mounted on a work table or board, neither of 
which are shown in the drawing. 

Adjacent the bore 6 in one end portion of the base plate 
5, is a relatively narrow transversely disposed, upstanding 
anchor flange 7 that is stamped from the parent material 
of the said base plate 5. This anchor ?ange member 7 
is in the form of a wide inverted 'U and protrudes slightly 
above the surface of the base plate 5 and affords an open 
passageway '7’ in the longitudinal plane of said base’ 
plate. . 

inwardly of the anchor ?ange 7 and substantially in 
the transverse center of the base plate 5 is an upwardly 

‘ protruding boss 8 which atfords ‘a fulcrum point for a 
cooperating component of the tool as will presently ap 
pear. This boss 8 is also stamped from the parent metal 
of the base plate 5 and is of somewhat greater depth than 
the anchor ?ange 7, see FIG. 3. 
A relatively long, longitudinally disposed ?nger mem 

ber 9 is mounted on the base plate 5 and is provided with 
downturned, longitudinal marginal edge portions 10, and 
at its outer end portion, with a downturned ?anged por 
tion 11 having a lip 12. An adjusting screw 13 is mount 
ed in the ?nger 9 for free axial rotation and has screw 
threaded engagement with the base plate 5. It will be 
obvious, therefor, that to mount the ?nger 9 on the base 
plate 5, the ‘lip 12, of the ?nger 9 is inserted in the 
passageway 7' of the base plate ‘5. The ?nger 9 overlies 
the fulcrum point, in the form of the boss 8 with which 
it has abutting, surface engagement, and in substantially 
the same plane as the base plate 5. By turning the adjust 
ing screw 13 into the base plate 5, the assembled tool is 
held in working position. 
The inner end portion of the ?nger member 9 is in 

wardly tapered at its marginal edge portions 14, and 
downwardly inclined from the plane of its upper sur 
face to a sharp beveled point 15 to engage the parting 
line between an upper adhesive surface and its lower 
protective backing. This tapered portion of the tool is 
centrally depressed to provide for ?nger clearance, see 
numeral 15', for the user, to facilitate the grasping of a 
backing element 16 of a sign character 17 as the same is 
separated therefrom. 

It will be understood that the tool may be adjusted by 
the adjusting screw 13 to engage the cross-sectional 
thickness of either the sign character 17 or its backing 
material 16. 
A plurality of relatively small, spaced bosses 18 are 

formed in the upper marginal edges of the tapered end 
portion 14 of the ?nger 9 and ‘are provided to offset the 
tendency of the adhesive surfaces of a pressure sensitive 
sign character 17 to adhere to the tool during the separa 
tion of the said sign character 17 from its backing mate 
rial 16. 

It is to be noted, that as shown, the sign character 17, 
having greater cross-sectional thickness than its backing 
material 16, is positioned on the base plate 5 with said 
backing material being separated therefrom and grasped 
by the ?nger of the user. The adjusting screw 13 is 
turned clockwise or anti-clockwise with its head portion 
engaging the upper surface of the ?nger member 9 to 
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adjust the‘ space between the upper surface of the base 
plate 5 and the beveled point 715 of the ?nger 9 accordf 
irig to the parting line at the separation point between the 
backing member 16 and the sign character 17. 

While there are herein disclosed but a limited number 
of embodiments of the structure, process and product of > 
the invention herein disclosed, it is possible to produce 
still" other embodiments without departing. from the in-7 
venti-ve concept‘ herein disclosed, and it is desired, there 
fore, that only such limitations be imposed on the ap 
pended’ claims :as are stated herein, or required by the 
prior art. 7* a _ 

What I claim is: _ . a 

1. A hand tool. to separate an adhesive material from 
its protective- vbacking comprising in combination, a rec 
tangular base plate, a longitudinally disposed ?nger mem 
ber mounted at one of its end portions on said base plate 
for adjustment of its free end portion in a vertical plane 
relative to said base plate, said ‘free end portion of the 
?ngermem-ber being sharpened to a sharp beveled point, 
an adjusting screw in said- ?nger member having screw 
threaded engagement with the said base plate, and a ful 
crum in saidbase plate aifording a base'of resistance for 
the ?nger member when the same is being adjusted rela 
‘tive to the base plate. _ 

2. The structure de?ned in claim I further including a 
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central depression inthe sharpened ‘beveled end portion 
7 of the ?nger member to facilitate the grasping of the pro 
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tective backing of the adhesive material when the same 
has been separated from the adhesive material by the en 

' gagement of the sharp beveled end portion of the ?nger 
member therewith. 

3’. The structure de?ned in claim 1' further including a 
plurality of spaced bosses formed in the upper marginal 
edges of the sharpened, beveled» end portion of the ?nger 
member, said bosses affording means to o?set the 
tendency of ‘an adhesive surface to adhere to a ?at un 
broken surface of the sharpened, beveled: end‘ portion of 
the said ?nger member. 
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