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3,037,659 
NESTING AND STACKING BASKET 

William H. Fredrick, 7200 Hollywood Blvd., Los Angeles, 
Calif., assignor of one-half to Nathan Gilbert, Bur 
bank, Calif. 

Filed May 2, 1960, Ser. No. 26,103 
9 Claims. (Cl. 220-19) 

This invention relates to a stacking and nesting basket 
preferably formed largely of wire elements and adapted 
to serve as a storing, shipping and dispensing container 
for various types of comestibles. 
The basket of the invention is intended primarily, but 

not solely, for the reception of containers of predeter 
mined dimensions and is designed to be laid on its side 
in conjunction with similar baskets to facilitate the ulti 
mate removal of said containers from the basket by a 
consumer at the point of sale. 

In order to facilitate the storage of the baskets when 
loaded with packaged comestibles in containers, they must 
be susceptible to being stacked one on top of the other 
without damaging the contents thereof or without en 
countering the possibility that the stacked baskets may 
be readily tipped or pushed over. 

Furthermore, after being emptied, the baskets must 
be capable of being nested one within the other so that 
they may be stored and shipped in relatively small spaces. 
In addition, after having been nested in the above de 
scribed manner, the baskets must be readily separable 
from each other. 
One of the primary problems encountered in the utiliza 

tion of baskets adapted to be laid on their sides for the 
dispensing of containers of comestibles stored therein, 
is the fact that conventional nesting baskets having wider 
tops and narrower bottoms could not be utilized because 
of the lack of compression upon the containers at the 
tops of the baskets, which would permit the containers 
to dump or fall out of the baskets. 

It is, therefore, an object of my invention to provide 
a nesting basket which is characterized by its ability to 
nest within an adjacent basket but ‘which is internally of 
uniform container dimensions from the top to the bottom 
thereof so that containers of uniform size, when de 
posited therein, will be retained against displacement 
therefrom when the basket is laid upon its side to facili 
tate the dispensing of said containers from said basket. 

Another object of my invention is the provision of a 
basket of the aforementioned character which is adapted 
to be nested within a similar basket and ‘which includes 
limiting means thereupon engageable with the top of the 
lower basket to prevent wedging of the vertical compo 
nents of said baskets against each other. Therefore, easy 
removal of one basket from within the other is achieved. 
This is an important factor because, if the baskets become 
wedged, it is likely that employees disengaging the bas 
kets may place undue loads thereupon and damage the 
same. In addition, because of an offset relationship be 
tween the vertical and horizontal components of said 
baskets, wedging between said components is also pre 
vented. 

Another object of the invention is the provision of a 
basket of the aforementioned type which, when oriented 
in a predetermined orientation with respect to a basket 
disposed therebelow, can be stacked upon the upper eX 
tremity of the lower basket. 

Other objects and advantages of the invention will be 
apparent from the following speci?cation and the ac 
companying drawings, which are for the purpose of il 
lustration only, and in which: 

FIG. 1 is an isometric view showing a basket con 
structed in accordance with the teachings of my inven 
tion; 
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FIG. 2 is a top plan view of the basket shown in 

FIG. 1; 
FIG. 3 is a transverse sectional view taken on the 

broken line 3——3 of FIG. 2; 
FIG. 4 is a fragmentary, sectional view showing the 

manner in which superimposed baskets may be stacked 
upon one another; 

FIG. 5 is a view similar to FIG. 4 but showing the rela 
tionship of other portions of the baskets than those shown 
in FIG. 4; 

FIG. 6 is an enlarged, fragmentary, sectional view of 
mutually engaging portions of stacked baskets; 

FIG. 7 is an enlarged, fragmentary plan view taken 
from the broken line 7-7 of FIG. 4; 

FIG. 8 is a side elevational view showing the baskets 
internested one within the other; 

FIG. 9 is an enlarged, fragmentary side elevational 
view taken from the broken line 9-9 of FIG. 8; 

FIG. 10 is a vertical, sectional view taken on the 
broken line 10-10 of FIG. 9; 

FIG. 11 is a transverse sectional view taken from the 
broken line 11—11 of FIG. 9; 
FIG. 12 is a fragmentary, transverse sectional view 

taken on the broken line 12—12 of FIG. 8; 
FIG. 13 is a utility view showing the manner in which 

the baskets of the invention can be utilized in conjunction 
with each other to dispense containers of comestibles to 
the purchasing public; 

FIG. 14 is a vertical, fragmentary, sectional view show 
ing in detail the displacement of the upper extremity of 
side bars outwardly to support the top frame member; 

FIG. 15 is an enlarged, fragmentary, sectional view 
showing the co-operative relationship between the bottom 
frame member of a basket superimposed upon the top 
frame member of a lower basket; 

FIG. 16 is a top plan View of two interlocked baskets 
of an alternative embodiment of the invention; 

FIG. 17 is an enlarged, fragmentary, sectional view 
taken on the broken line 17—17 of FIG. 16; and 

FIG. 18 is an enlarged, fragmentary, sectional View 
showing the manner in which the ‘bails incorporated in 
the construction of FIG. 16 support the lower extremity 
of a basket disposed in superimposed relationship with a 
corresponding basket. 

Referring to the drawings and particularly to FIGS. 
1-5 thereof, I show a wire basket 10 constructed in ac 
cordance with the teachings of my invention. The basket 
10 is characterized by the fact that it incorporates a 
sheet metal bottom pan 12 having a peripheral ?ange 
16 thereupon which overlies and is secured to a bottom 
wire frame member 18, as best shown in FIGS. 3-5 of 
the drawings. The securement of the bottom pan 12. to 
the associated bottom wire ‘frame member 18 may be 
accomplished by means of welding or the like. 
The bottom pan 12 incorporates a plurality of up 

wardly directed ribs 14 which are adapted to support 
egg cartons disposed thereupon in spaced relationship 
with the lower portion of the bottom pan 12. The ribs 
14 include openings 15 in the upper portions thereof 
which ‘facilitate the steam-cleaning of the bottom pan 12 
while still supporting the egg cartons ‘disposed upon said 
ribs so that the ingress of dirt and moisture into contact 
with the lower extremities of the lowermost egg cartons 
will be prevented. 
The basket 10 includes oppositely disposed side walls 

20 which, as best shown in FIGS. 1 and 2 of the draw 
ings, include a plurality of side bars 22 inclined from a 
vertical axis but located in a vertical plane. In other 
words, the upper extremities of the side bars 22 are lo 
cated in converging relationship with each other but the 
inner surfaces thereof would contact the same vertical 
plane. ’ 
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Provided intermediate the side bars 22 of the side walls 
20 are V-shaped side wall or frame members 24 which are 
inverted so that the base 26 of the V is located between 
and projects above the upper extremities of the associated 
side bars 22. The lower extremities of the side bars 22 
are secured, as by means of weldments 28, to the external 
periphery of the bottom wire frame member 18, as best 
shown in FIG. 3 of the drawings. 

Furthermore, the lower extremities of the side bars 22 
are ‘displaced inwardly, as best shown at 30 in FIG. 3 of 
the drawings, in order that the inner surfaces 32 of the 
side bars 22 may be located in the same horizontal plane. 
The displacement of the side bars 22 at the lower ex 
tremities thereof may be accomplished by the use of a 
suitably formed die. 
The upper extremities of the side bars 22 are secured 

to a top frame member 34 and are, as best shown at 36 
in FIGS. 1 and 13 of the drawings, displaced outwardly 
to locate the top frame member 34 outwardly of the bot 
tom frame member 18. Similarly, the upper extremities 
26 of the V-shaped side wall members 24 are displaced 
outwardly, as best shown at 38 in FIGS. 1, 5 and 6 of 
the drawings, to locate the inner surfaces of the side wall 
members 24 in the same 'vertical plane as the inner sur 
faces of the side wall bars 22. 
Of course, the lower extremities of the legs of the side 

wall members 24 are displaced inwardly at 40, as best 
shown in FIG. 4 of the drawings, at their points of con 
nection with the bottom frame member 18 to dispose the 
bottom frame member 18 inwardly of the top frame 
member 34. 
An intermediate frame member 50 constitutes a limit 

ing means and encompasses the side walls 20 and, as best 
shown in FIGS. 1 and 4-6 of the drawings, the side bars 
22 and the side wall members 24 are displaced outwardly 
at 52 to locate the intermediate frame member 50 directly 
below and in spaced relationship with the top frame 
member 34. The side walls 60‘ interposed between the 
side walls 20 are constituted by converging side bars 62 
located with their inner surfaces in the same vertical plane, 
as ‘best shown in FIGS. 1 and 4-6 of the drawings. The 
lower extremities of the side bars 62 are inwardly dis 
placed at 64 to secure said side bars in operative engage 
ment with the lower frame member 18. 
The upper extremities of the side bars 62 are displaced 

outwardly at 66, as best shown in FIGS. 2 and 4-5 of 
the drawings, to dispose the upper frame member 34 se 
cured to said extremities outwardly of the lower frame 
member 18. Moreover, the side bars 62 ‘are bent out— 
wardly, as shown at 67 in FIGS. 1 and 4-6 of the draw- ' 
ings, to support the intermediate frame member 50 in 
the same vertical plane as the top frame member 34. 

While the side bars and side wall members 22 and 24, 
respectively, have been described as displaced outwardly 
at 52 and the side bars 62 have been described as dis- ' 
placed outwardly at 67 to support the intermediate frame 
member 50 while said side bars and said side frame mem 
bers are located in substantially the same vertical plane 
with respect to each other, alternative means may be 
utilized to support the intermediate frame member 50. 

For instance, the intermediate frame member 50 may 
have inwardly directed projections thereupon adapted to 
engage the outer surfaces of the side bars 22 and 62 
and the side wall members 24 and thus the necessity for 
outward displacement of said bars and members is elimi 
nated since the inward protrusions on the intermediate 
frame member 50 may be substituted therefor. Further 
more, I have described the basket as constructed with a 
'wire frame and a sheet metal pan. It is conceivable that 
the principles of the invention may be applied to baskets 
having component parts other than the bottom pan formed 
from sheet metal but still applying the teachings of the 
invention and I do not intend the invention to be limited 
to the fabrication of the baskets in exactly the same way 
and from exactly the same materials shown and disclosed. 
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4 
It should be understood, at this juncture, that the vari 

ous vertical side ‘bars 22 and 62 and the side frame mem 
bers 24 are described as having their inner surfaces in the 
same vertical plane with the express limitation that there 
are indentations in said inner surfaces where the side 
bars 22 and 62 and the side frame members 24 are bent 
or displaced outwardly to permit them to support the 
upper frame member 34 and the intermediate frame mem 
ber 50 outwardly of the bottom frame member 18, for a 
purpose which will be described in greater detail below. 
Moreover, although the various frame members are shown 
as being formed of wire of circular cross section, as are 
the various side bars, it should, of course, be understood 
that the frame members and side bars could be fabricated 
of wire of any desired cross section. 
The bottom frame member 18 is provided, as best shown 

in FIGS. 1, 6 and 7 of the drawings, with outwardly 
directed ‘loops 68 which serve, in conjunction with aper 
tures 70 formed in the ?ange 16 of the pan 12, as means 
for engaging the upper extremities 26 of the side wall 
frame members 24 to locate ‘and maintain one of the 
baskets 10 in superimposed relationship with another, as 
best shown in FIGS. 4 and 5 of the drawings. 

Therefore, as best shown in FIG. 15 of the drawings, 
the bottom frame member 18 of the superimposed basket 
10 is actually located inwardly of the top frame member 
34 of the lower basket except that the loops 68 and the 
lower extremities of the side bars 62 engage the top of 
the top frame member ‘34 to stabilize the upper basket 
on the lower basket. Of course, as clearly shown in FIG. 
5 of the drawings, while the loops 68 at the lower ex 
tremities of the side walls 60 engage the upper extremi 
ties 26 of the side wall frame members 24, the opposite 
side ‘walls 20 and the associated portion of the bottom 
frame member 18 are spaced inwardly from the adjacent 
portion of the top frame member 34. 
The baskets 10 are adapted to receive a plurality of 

containers 90 such as elongated egg cartons and, since 
the width of the basket between the side Walls 60 is greater 
than the length of the cartons 90, the cartons are placed 
transversely of the longitudinal protrusions or ribs 14 
with their opposite extremities in engagement with either 
the side bars 22 or side wall frame members 24. When 
the containers 90 of eggs or other comestibles are being 

» shipped in the baskets 10‘, the baskets 10 are disposed 
in upright positions. 

If desired, during shipping and storage of containers 
located therein, the baskets 10‘ can be superimposed upon 
one another, as shown in FIGS. 4-7 of the drawings. 
When superimposed one upon the other, the loops 68 in 
the portions of the bottom frame member underlying the 
side walls 60 are engaged by the upwardly projecting 
upper extremities 26 of the side wall frame members 24 
and the baskets 10 are secured against relative displace 
ment of the upper basket from the lower basket. As 
previously pointed out, the lower extremities of the side 
bars 62 of the side walls 60 actually engage upon the up 
per surface of the top frame member 34 of the lower 
basket 10, as best shown in FIG. 15 of the drawings, to 
assist in stabilizing the upper basket 10. 
When the baskets 10 are located in a suitable display 

?xture 100, they may be placed on their sides upon sup 
ports 102 in the inclined position shown in FIG. 13 of 
the drawings. Since the extremities of the containers 90 
are ?rmly located between the side bars 22 and the side 
frame members 24, the containers 90 will not fall from 
the positions in which they were placed in the baskets 10. 
In other words, the uniformly disposed inner surfaces of 
the side bars 22 and the side frame members 24 exert a 
su?icient compressive load upon the adjacent extremities 
of the containers 90 to hold them in position. 

After the supply of containers 90 in a plurality of bas 
kets 1.0 has been disposed of, the baskets 10 may be dis 
posed in the nested relation shown in FIGS. 8-11 of the 
drawings wherein the baskets are rotated so that the loops 
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68 of superimposed baskets are disposed one above the 
other and the side bars 62 of the side walls 610 of super~ 
imposed baskets internest but are maintained in the spaced 
relationship shown in FIG. 8 of the drawings. 
The maintenance of the side bars 62 of the side walls 

60‘ in spaced relationship, in conjunction with the main 
tenance of the side wall frame members 24 and side bars 
22 of the side walls 20 in spaced relationship, is accom 
plished by the engagement of the intermediate frame mem 
ber ‘5t! of the upper basket upon the upper frame member 
34 of the lower basket. 

In other words, before wedging engagement of the 
various side bars 22 and 62 and side frame members 24 
upon each other occurs, the intermediate frame member 
59 of an upper basket 16} will engage upon the upper frame 
member 34 of a lower basket 10 to keep the various side 
bars and frame members in the spaced relationship shown 
in FIGS. 8 and ‘11 of the drawings. Therefore, the pos 
sibility that the baskets 10‘ will become wedged in locked 
relationship with each other is eliminated. The elim 
ination of wedging eliminates the possibility that the has 
kets will be damaged by the imposition thereupon of ex 
cessive loads in an attempt to separate wedged baskets. 
The desirable result of achieving a basket which will 

co-operate with containers of uniform size to maintain 
them against shifting in the baskets when the baskets are 
laid on their sides and which will still internest without 
wedging within an adjacent basket is the result of the dis 
position of the inner surfaces of the various side bars and 
side frame members in the same horizontal plane and the 
provision of the intermediate frame member in a position 
in which it will engage upon an upper frame member of 
a lower basket. The position of the intermediate frame 
member in this manner is accomplished by the outward 
displacement of intermediate portions of the side bars and 
side frame members. 
As best shown in FIG. 12 of the drawings, when two 

baskets '10 are disposed in the internested relationship of 
FIG, 8, the vertical side bars 62 of the upper basket are 
spaced from the corresponding bars 62 of the lower bas 
ket by spaces 63 and are also spaced from the adjacent 
inner surface of the intermediate frame member 50 of 
the lower basket by spaces 65, thus wedging contact be 
tween the vertical side bars 62 of the upper and lower 
baskets is avoided by impingement of the intermediate 
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frame member 50 of the upper basket upon the top 7 
frame member 34. 

Furthermore, the side bars 62 of the upper basket are 
spaced by the spaces 65 from the intermediate frame 
members 50 because of the fact that the side bars 62 of 
the upper basket are disposed inwardly of the intermediate 
frame member 50 by the outward displacement of the side 
bars 62 at 67, as best shown in FIG. 4 of the drawings. 

Consequently, the upper basket can be pulled easily 
out of internesting relationship with the lower basket be 
cause no wedging or binding action of the component 
parts of the baskets takes place. Of course, it is to be 
understood that the distinction of the nonwedging relation 
ship of the side bars ‘62 is equally applicable to the side 
bars 22 and the side wall members 24 which are similarly 
spaced in respect to each other and to the juxtaposed in 
termediate frame member of the lower basket in the same 
manner as the side bars 62. 
An alternative embodiment 110 of the basket of the in 

vention is shown in FIGS. 16-18 of the drawings and is 
substantially identical in construction with the previously 
discussed basket 10. Therefore, identical parts are called 
out in the drawings by identical reference numerals. 
The main difference between the basket 110‘ and the 

basket 16 lies in the provision of a rotatable bail 112 at 
two opposed sides of the basket 11% adjacent the up 
wardly projecting base 26 of the V-shaped frame members 
24. The bails ‘112 are elongated and have looped ex 
tremities 1116 which engage the corners of the top frame 
members 34. The top frame members 34 are bent in 
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6 
wardly at 118 to accommodate the loops 116 and to pre— 
vent the loops 116 from projecting outwardly beyond the 
perimeter of the associated top frame member 34. 
The bails 112 are rotatable into an inner position, as 

best shown at the left-hand side of FIG. 16 of the drawings 
and in FIG. 18. Each of the bails 112 incorporates a 
centrally located, inwardly bent portion 120 which, when 
the ‘bail is in the inner position, engages the underside of 
the pan 12 of a superimposed basket 110, as best shown 
fragmentarily in FIG. 18 of the drawings. Each of the 
bails 112 also includes offset portions 12-2 adjacent the 
opposite extremities thereof adapted to engage upon ad 
jacent surfaces of the associated side bars 22 to support 
the bail 112 in the inner position and thus enable it to 
engage the pan >12 of a basket superimposed thereupon. 

In addition to serving as retractable supports for a 
superimposed basket v110, the bails 112 can be utilized 
to lock two adjacent baskets 110 in side-by-side relation 
ship with each other, as best illustrated in FIG. 16 of the 
drawings. First the baskets are placed with the side bars 
22 thereof in proximity to each other with one of the bails 
11.2 disposed outwardly of the associated side bars 22 
and side frame members 24, as best shown in FIGS. 16 
and 17 of the drawings. Then the bail 1112 of the as 
sociated basket is rotated to cause the portion 120 thereof 
to engage and encompass the inverted base 26 of the V 
shaped side member 24, thus locking the baskets to each 
other and preventing inadvertent displacement of the has 
kets with respect to each other while they are being trans 
ported or moved upon a pallet, or the like. 

Therefore, the bails 112 serve the dual function of sup 
porting a superimposed basket 1110‘ upon a lower basket 
and also serve the additional function of interlocking a 
plurality of baskets in side-by-side relationship during 
transportation thereof. When not in use, the bails 112 
can be rotated into position externally of the baskets, as 
best shown in FIG. 17 of the drawings, or can be left in 
the basket-supporting position in which they are disposed 
internally of the side walls of the baskets. 

I claim: ' 

1. In a rigid basket for the reception of comestibles 
and adapted to be nested within an identical basket, the 
combination of: a perimetrical bottom frame member; a 
perimetrical top frame member; an intermediate frame 
member between said bottom and top frame members, said 
frame members being of the same con?guration; and a 
plurality of side bars extending between said bottom and 
top frame members to de?ne vertical basket sides, each 
of said bars incorporating a pair of outwardly disposed 
offset portions substantially coterminous with the thick 
nesses of said top and intermediate frame members and 
secured to the inner surfaces thereof, respectively, and an 
inwardly disposed offset portion substantially coterminous 
with and secured to the outer surface of said bottom 
frame member, the vertical planes within which the 
innermost surfaces of said top and intermediate frame 
members fall being spaced outwardly of the vertical planes 
within which the corresponding outer surfaces of said 
bottom frame falls a distance greater than the thickness 
of one of said side bars, said side bars being angularly 
oriented to permit reception therebetween of the side bars 
of said identical basket, said intermediate frame member 
being located below said top frame member a distance 
sufficient to engage the top frame member of said identical 
basket to thereby prevent wedging engagement between 
said side bars and the side bars of said identical basket 
received therebetween. 

2. In a basket for the transportation and storage of 
containers of uniform length and width, the combination 
of: a bottom; a frame-like open top spaced above said 
bottom; an intermediate frame-like member located be 
tween said top and bottom and substantially parallel 
thereto; and side walls connecting said top and bottom, 
said side walls each being constituted by a plurality of 
side bars disposed substantially in a vertical plane but 
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with their longitudinal axes inclined with respect to the 
vertical centerline of each side wall, the lower extremities 
of said bars in each side wall being secured to the cor 
responding edge of said bottom at the exterior thereof, 
the upper extremities of said bars being secured to the 
corresponding edge of said top at the interior thereof, and 
intermediate portions of said bars being secured to said 
intermediate member at the interior thereof, each side 
bar having outwardly and inwardly projecting offsets, re 
spectively, at said upper and lower extremities thereof, 
and an outwardly projecting offset at said intermediate 
portion, said offsets being of a vertical dimension sub 
stantially equal to the thickness of said top, bottom, and 
intermediate members, respectively, and the portions of 
said side bars adjacent thereto being straight, the inner 
edge of said top and the inner edge of said intermediate 
member being disposed outwardly of the outer edge of 
said bottom a distance greater than the thickness of one 
of said side bars, said intermediate member being located 
below said top a distance sufficient to engage the top of 
an identical basket to thereby prevent wedging engagement 
of the adjacent side bars of the nested baskets. 

3. In a basket for the transportation and storage of 
containers of uniform length and width, the combination 
of: a bottom; an open frame-like top parallel to and 
spaced above said bottom and having a continuous inner 
edge; side walls connecting said top and bottom, said 
side walls each being constituted by a plurality of side 
bars disposed substantially in a vertical plane but with 
their longitudinal axes inclined with respect to the ver 
tical centerline of each side wall, the lower extremities 
of said bars in each side wall being secured to the cor 
responding edge of said bottom at the exterior thereof and 
the upper extremities of said bars being secured to the 
corresponding edge of said top at the interior thereof; and 
an intermediate frame member located between and paral 
lel to said top and bottom and having a continuous inner 
edge encompassing said side walls and secured at its 
inner edge only to said bars at intermediate portions be 
tween the extremities thereof, said intermediate frame 
member being adapted to engage the top of an adjacent 
basket when internested therewith to prevent wedging of 
said side bars with the side bars of a nesting basket, each 
side bar incorporating upper and lower straight portions 
located in said plane, said upper portion being de?ned 
by outwardly projecting offsets on the upper extremity 
and intermediate portion of said bar and said lower por 
tion being de?ned by the outwardly projecting offset on 
the intermediate portion of said bar and an inwardly 
projecting offset on the lower extremity of said bar, said 
intermediate offsets on said bars mounting said intermedi 
ate frame member and the offsets on the lower extremities 
of said bars mounting the corresponding edge of said bot 
tom, the inner edges of said top and intermediate frame 
member being disposed outwardly of the outer edges of 
said bottom a distance greater than the thickness of one 
of said side bars. 

4. In a self-nesting wire basket of uniform interior di 
mension from the top to the bottom thereof, the combina 
tion of: a bottom wire frame having a sheet metal pan 
secured thereto; a top wire frame disposed in spaced and 
parallel relationship with said bottom frame; an inter 
mediate wire frame located between said top and bottom 
wire frames and parallel thereto; and a plurality of side 
bars secured to the outer sides of said bottom frame at 
their lower extermities, to the inner sides of said top 
frame at their upper extremities, and to the inner sides of 
said intermediate frame at intermediate portions of said 
side bars, said side bars on each side of said basket being 
in vertical planes and angular with respect to said top 
wire frame, each side bar incorporating outwardly pro 
jecting, vertically oriented offsets at the upper extremities 
and intermediate portions thereof constituting the points 
of securement of said top frame and said intermediate 
frame, respectively, to said side bars, and inwardly pro 
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8 
jecting, vertical offsets at the lower extremities thereof 
constituting the points of securement of said bottom wire 
frame to said side bars, the portions of said side bars be 
tween said olfsets being straight, the inner edges of said 
top and intermediate wire frames being disposed outwardly 
of the outer edges of said bottom wire frame a distance 
greater ‘than the thickness of one of said side bars. 

5. In a self-nesting wire basket of uniform interior 
dimension from the top to the bottom thereof, the com 
bination of: a bottom wire frame having a sheet metal 
pan secured thereto; a top wire ‘frame disposed in spaced 
and parallel relationship with said bottom frame; a plu 
rality of side bars secured to the outer sides of said bot 
tom frame at their lower extremities and to the inner 
sides of said top frame at their upper extremities, said 
side bars on each side of said basket being in vertical 
planes and angular with respect to said top wire frame; 
and an intermediate wire frame located between said top 
wire frame and said bottom wire frame in parallel rela 
tion thereto and secured at its inner edge only to and 
encompassing said side bars and adapted to engage the 
corresponding top wire frame of a nesting basket, each 
side bar incorporating upper and lower straight portions 
located in said plane, said upper portion being de?ned by 
outwardly projecting offsets on the upper extremity and 
intermediate area of said bar, and said lower portion 
being de?ned by the outwardly projecting offset on the 
intermediate area of said bar and an inwardly projecting 
offset on the lower extremity of said bar, said inter 
mediate offsets on said bars mounting said intermediate 
frame and the offsets on the lower extremities of said 
bars mounting the corresponding edge of said bottom 
frame, inner edges of said top wire frame and inter 
mediate wire frame being disposed outwardly of the 
outer edge of said bottom wire frame a distance greater 
than the thickness of one of said bars. 

6. In a self-nesting wire basket of uniform interior 
dimension from the top to the bottom thereof and adapt 
ed to be disposed in side-by-side, adjacent relationship 
with an identical basket, the combination of: a bottom 
wire frame; a top vwire frame disposed in spaced rela 
tionship with said bottom frame; a plurality of side bars 
secured to the outer sides of said bottom frame at their 
lower extremities and to the inner sides of said top 
frame at their upper extremities, said side bars on each 
side of said basket being in vertical planes but inclined 
toward the vertical centerline of each side to permit in 
ternesting of said side bars of said baskets, the upper 
portions of certain of said side bars extending above said 
‘top frame and constituting detent means; and a bail 
mounted to said top frame for rotation about a hori 
zontal axis between a position inwardly of said top 
frame for supporting the bottom frame of an identical 
nesting basket, and a position outwardly of said top 
frame to engage a corresponding detent means on an 
identical, adjacent basket for retaining the same in close 
juxtaposition. 

7. In a basket of uniform interior dimension from the 
top to the bottom thereof, and adapted to be disposed 
in side-by-side relationship with an identical basket, the 
combination of: a bottom wire frame; a top wire frame 
disposed in spaced relationship with said bottom frame; 
a plurality of side bars disposed in vertical planes and 
secured at their lower extremities to the outer sides of 
said bottom frame and at their upper extremities to the 
inner sides of said top frame, the upper ends of certain 
of said side bars extending above said top frame and 
constituting detent means; and a wire bail mounted to 
said top frame for rotation about a horizontal axis 
between a position inwardly of said top frame for sup 
porting the bottom frame of an identical nesting basket, 
and a position outwardly of said top frame in near-align 
ment with a corresponding detent means on an identical, 
adjacent basket, said bail being sufficiently resilient that 
it is adapted to be deformed into alignment ‘with said 
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corresponding detent means for receiving the same with 
in said bail to maintain the adjacent baskets in close 
juxtaposition. 

18. In a self-nesting wire basket of uniform interior 
dimension from the top to the bot-tom thereof and 
adapted to be disposed in sideJby-side, adjacent relation 
ship with an identical basket, the combination of: a 
bottom wire frame; a top wire frame disposed in spaced 
relationship with said bottom frame; a plurality of side 
bars secured to the outer sides of said bottom frame at 
their lower extremities and to the inner sides of said top 
frame at [their upper extremities, the upper portions of 
certain of said side bars extending above said top frame 
and constituting detent means; and a bail mounted to 
said top frame for rotation about a horizontal axis be 
tween a position inwardly of said ‘top frame, for sup 
porting the bottom frame of an identical nesting basket, 
‘and a position outwardly of said top frame to engage a 
corresponding detent means on an identical, adjacent 
basket for retaining the same in close juxtaposition, said 
bail including oifset portions located so as to be disposed 
at the sides of said detent means upon engagement of 
said bail with said detent means whereby said o?set 
portions engage said detent means and prevent substantial 
relative sideways movement of the side-by-side baskets. 

9. In a self-nesting wire ‘basket of uniform interior 
dimension from the top to the bottom thereof and 
adapted to be disposed in sideJby-side, adjacent relation 
ship with an identical basket, the combination of: a 
bottom wire frame; a top wire frame disposed in spaced 
relationship with said bottom frame; a plurality of side 
bars secured to the outer sides of said bot-tom frame at 
their lower extremities and to the inner sides of said top 
frame at their upper extremities, the upper portions of 
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certain of said side bars extending above said top frame 
and constituting detent means; and a wire bail mounted 
to said top frame for rotation about a horizontal axis 
between a position inwardly of said top frame, for sup 
porting the bottom frame of an identical nesting basket, 
and a position outwardly of said top frame to engage a 
corresponding detent means on an identical, adjacent 
basket for retaining the same in close juxtaposition, said 
bail including a centrally located deformed section which 
is adapted to strike the top of said detent means upon 
rotation of said bail to said position outwardly of said 
top frame, said bail being su?‘iciently resilient to be de— 
formed ‘for forcible movement over and onto said detent 
means for engagement therewith to lock the adjacent 
baskets together, said ‘deformed sections, in the position 
of engagement of said bail with said detent means, en 
gaging the sides of said detent means to prevent relative 
sideways movement of the side-by-side baskets. 

References Cited in the ?le of this patent 

UNITED STATES PATENTS 

2,078,165 Schwartz ____________ __ Apr. 20, 1937 
2,252,964 ‘Faulkner ____________ .._ Aug. 19, 1941 
2,401,063 Fordon _____________ .__ May 28, 1946 
2,470,432 Cusick ______________ __ May 17, 1949 
2,554,232 Young ______________ __ May 22, 1951 
2,613,839 Coles _______________ __ Oct. 14, 1952 
2,662,662 Moorhead __________ __ Dec. 15, 1953 
2,698,249 Fisher _____________ __ Dec. 28, 1954 
2,803,369 Fleetwood __________ __ Aug. 20, 1957 
2,925,919 Wilson _____________ __ Feb. 23, 1960 
2,931,535 Lockwood ____________ __ Apr. 5, 1960 
2,964,211 Pfeifer ______________ __ Dec. 13, 1960 


