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This invention relates to furniture and particularly to 
folding tables of small size and light weight which are 
well adapted for occasional use on lawns, terraces, porches 
and in homes, for supporting small objects. 
The advantage of a folding table, which may be stored 

in a small space and quickly erected when needed, is well 
known and many types and designs of tables of this char 
acter have heretofore been suggested and placed in use. 

It is the general object of the present invention to pro 
vide. a folding table having improved means to ?rmly sup 
port the table top when in use, and conveniently foldable 
when the tableis not in use. 

Another object is to provide a table supporting frame 
comprising two substantially U-shaped members, pivoted 
together in their‘side portions, and preferably formed from 
tubing or wire rods. 
A further object is to provide a folding frame by which 

the top will be ?rmly retained and safely held, whether the 
table is folded or unfolded. 

Still another object is to provide an all-metal construc 
tion of the supporting means, which may be easily and 
economically manufactured, and which is well adapted 
for productionin quantity. 

These and other objects of the invention will become 
apparent from a reading of the following speci?cation and 
claims, together with the accompanying drawing, wherein 
like parts are referred to and indicated by like reference 
numerals, and wherein: 
FIGURE 1 is a perspective View of the table in its erect 

position, taken from below; 
FIGURE 2 is a perspective view of the table in its 

folded condition, with its top side faced vdownward; 
FIGURE 3 is a cross-sectional view of the erect table 

taken along the line and in the direction of the arrows 
3——3 of FIGURE 1; 
FIGURE 4 is a cross-sectional view of the folded table 

taken along the line and in the direction of the arrows 
4——4 of FIGURE 2; and 
FIGURE 5 is a perspective View of- one of the frame 

tracks, in its un-mounted condition. 
Referring more particularly to FIGURE 1 of the draw 

ing there is seen the foldable table, that is the subject of 
this invention, broadly indicated by reference numeral 10', 
as it appears in its erect or unfolded condition. 
The table top, broadly indicated by reference numeral 

11, is preferably rectangular in shape, and, as heretofore 
stated, is fabricated of light gauge sheet material such as 
?ber, composition, plastic or metal, attractively painted, 
enameled, or otherwise decorated. 
The top 11 has a depressed center section 14 of substan 

tially rectangular con?guration, which de?nes a peripheral 
rim 12 offset upwardly and outwardly through a shoulder, 
or abutment 13. 

Reference numeral 15 indicates two spaced and parallel 
tracks, ‘or guide bars, which extend the width of the top 
11, with their ends 17 anchored on the underside of the 
peripheral rim 12. 
The body portion of the track 15 is spaced downwardly 

of the depressed section 14 sufficiently to provide a slide 
way for the horizontal top portion 23 of the frame mem 
ber 21. 
The frame members 20 and 21 are U shaped in con 

?guration and are preferably made of metal rod or tubing. 
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The side portions of the frame members are connected by 
pivot studs 24. 

Reference numeral 18 indicates a stiffening rib extend 
ing the length of the track 15. 

Reference numeral 19 indicates a tongue struck in 
wardly of the track 15, which receives and supports the 
horizontal top portion 22 of the frame member 20, and 
acts as a journaled pivot point joining the member 20 to 
the table top 11. The so held element 22 is nested be 
tween the tongue 19 and the table top shoulder 13. 
The horizontal portion 23 of the frame member 21 is 

slidable the length of the tracks 15, between a ?rst posi 
tion, and seen in FIGURES 1 and 3, wherein it is nested 
between the end 16 of the track 15 and the table top 
shoulder 13, which acts as an abutment or lock to prevent 
transverse movement of the frame element 23 as long as 
there is any weight bearing on the table top 11, or even 
the weight of the top 11, itself. 
The depth of the shoulder 13 and the clearance of the 

track end 16 is such that the table top 11 must be lifted 
slightly before the frame element 23 can clear the abut 
ment 13 and be made to slide along the track 15. 

When-the top 11 is intentionally raised so that the frame 
element 23 can enter the space between the depressed 
center section 14 and the track 15, the frame element 
may be simultaneously pivoted and slid to its folded 
position, illustrated in FIGURES 2 and 4, wherein the 
portion 23 is moved transversely of the tracks 15 to take 
a position against the horizontal section 22 of the frame 
element 20. > 

When this is done, the two frame elements 20 and 21 
are substantially parallel and the table top can be tilted to 
a vertical, or folded, condition wherein all the elements 
are parallel. 

In its folded, or collapsed, condition the table top 11 
is positioned ?at against the frame elements 20 and 21 to 
form a compact unit for storage. 

’ When in its erect condition the weight of the top 11 is 
enough to lock the frame element 23 in position between 
the ends 16 of the tracks 15 and the shoulder 13 of the 
depressed top‘ section 14. 
No latches, pins, keys or similar retaining means are 

required. 
It will now be clear that there is provided a device 

which accomplishes the objectives heretofore set forth. 
While the invention has been disclosed in its preferred 
form, it is to be understood that the speci?c embodiment 
thereof as described and illustrated herein. is not to be 
considered in a limited sense, as there may be other forms 
or modi?cations of the invention which should also be 
construed to come within the scope of the appended 
claims. 

I claim: 
1. A foldable table, comprising in combination, a rigid 

sheet material top having a depressed central portion 
including a marginal shoulder which de?nes a peripheral 
rim; a guide track extending cross-wise of the underside 
of the top, having its ends anchored to the rim, the track 
being spaced from both the underside of the central por 
tion and its marginal shoulder; a pair of U-shaped sup 
ports having their respective sides pivotally connected 
intermediate their ends, the horizontal portions of said 
supports being mounted through the track; means pivot 
ally attaching the horizontal portion of one support to 
one end of the track at the shoulder, for swinging move 
ment about an axis ?xed with respect to the track, the 
horizontal portion of the second support element being 
pivotable about an axis movable lengthwise of the track 
between a ?rst position wherein it is nested between the 
shoulder and track, to lock the table in its unfolded con 
dition, and a second position next to the horizontal portion 
of the ?rst support element and below the shoulder, where 
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in the table is in its folded condition with the sides and 
both supports in a plane parallel to the table top. 

2. A foldable table, comprising in combination, a sub 
stantially rectangular rigid sheet material top having a 
substantially rectangular depressed central portion includ 
ing a marginal shoulder which de?nes a peripheral rim; a 
guide track extending cross-wise of the underside of the 
top, having its ends anchored to the rim, the track being 
spaced from both the underside of the central portion 
and its marginal shoulder; a pair of U-shaped supports 
having their respective sides pivotally connected inter 
mediate their ends, the horizontal portions of said sup 
ports being mounted through the track; means pivotally 
attaching the horizontal portion of one support to one 
end of the track at the shoulder, for swinging movement 
about an axis ?xed with respect to the track, the horizon 
tal portion of the second support being pivotable about 
an axis movable lengthwise of the track between a ?rst 
position wherein it is nested between the shoulder and 
track, to lock the table in its unfolded condition, and a 
second position next to the horizontal portion of the ?rst 
support and below the shoulder, wherein the table is in 
its folded condition with the sides of both supports in a 
plane parallel to the table top. 

3. A foldable table, comprising in combination, a rigid 
sheet material top having a depressed central portion 
including a marginal shoulder which de?nes a peripheral 
rim; a pair of spaced and parallel guide tracks extending 
cross-wise of the top, having their ends anchored to the 
rim, the tracks being spaced from both the underside of 
the central portion and its marginal shoulder; a pair of 
U-shaped supports having their respective sides pivotally 
connected intermediate their ends, the horizontal portions 
of said supports being mounted across the tracks; means 
pivotally attaching the horizontal portion of one support 
to one end of the paired tracks, at the shoulder, for 
swinging movement about an axis ?xed with respect to 
the tracks, the horizontal portion of the second support 
being pivotable about an axis movable lengthwise of the 
tracks between a ?rst position, wherein it is nested between 
the shoulder and tracks, to lock the table in its unfolded 
condition, and a second position next to the horizontal 
portion of the ?rst support and below the shoulder, where 
in the table is in its folded condition with the sides of 
both supports in a plane parallel to the table top. 

4. A foldable table, comprising in combination, a sub 
stantially rectangular rigid sheet material top having a 
substantially rectangular depressed central portion includ 
ing a marginal shoulder which de?nes a peripheral rim; 
a pair of spaced and parallel guide tracks extending cross 
wise of the top, having their ends anchored to the rim, 
the tracks being spaced from both the underside of the 
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central portion and its marginal shoulder; a pair of U 
shaped supports having their respective sides pivotally 
connected intermediate their ends, the horizontal portions 
of said supports being mounted across the tracks; and 
means pivotally attaching the horizontal portion of one 
support to one end of the paired tracks, at the shoulder, 
for swinging movement about an axis ?xed with respect to 
the tracks, the horizontal portion of the second support 
being pivotable about an axis movable lengthwise of the 
tracks, between a ?rst position, wherein it is nested 
between the shoulder and tracks, to lock the table in its 
unfolded condition, and a second position, next to the 
horizontal portion of the ?rst support and below the 
shoulder, wherein the table is in its folded condition with 
the sides of both supports in a plane parallel to the table 
top. 

5. A foldable table, comprising in combination, a sub 
stantially rectangular rigid sheet material top having a 
substantially rectangular depressed central portion includ 
ing a marginal shoulder which de?nes a peripheral rim; 
a pair of spaced and parallel guide tracks extending cross 
wise of the underside of the top and having their ends 
anchored to the rim, the tracks being spaced equally from 
both the underside of the central portion and its marginal 
shoulder, the tracks having aligned support retaining 
?ngers at one end thereof; and a pair of U-shaped sup 
ports having their respective sides pivotally connected 
intermediate their ends to form an X shape; the horizontal 
portions of said supports being mounted across the tracks 
with the horizontal portion of one support pivotally 
engaged with the aligned retaining ?ngers for swinging 
movement about an axis ?xed with respect to the tracks; 
the horizontal portion of the second support being pivot 
able about an axis movable lengthwise of the tracks be 
tween a ?rst position, wherein it is spaced from the re 
taining ?ngers and nested between the shoulder and the 
far ends of the tracks, to lock the table in its unfolded 
condition, and a second position, next to the retaining 
?ngers, wherein the table is in its folded condition with 
the sides of both supports in a plane parallel to the table 
top. 
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