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1 Claim. (Cl. 220-20) 

This invention relates to a table setting tray for use in 
restaurants and banquet halls to speed the laying of a‘ 
place setting. 

In modern restaurants considerable et?ciency increases 
have been accomplished by installing automatic dish 
washers, food choppers and the like in the kitchen. How 
ever, when one’s attention is turned from the kitchen to 
the dining room it is discovered that table setting pro 
cedures have been modernized very little. The table is 
usually set by transporting the place settings from place 
to place upon a tray or cart, removing the items a few 
at a time, and placing them in their proper place on the 
table. 

It is therefore an object of this invention to provide 
a device which makes table setting essentially a single 
operation in contrast to the usual table setting procedure 
which requires several placing operations. 
Another object is to provide such a device which is 

simple to operate. 
These objects are accomplished by partitioning a tray 

into appropriate sections which are sized to receive a 
knife, fork, spoon, butter plate, etc. and providing the 
tray with a slidable bottom which may be moved out 
from under the tray to drop the table setting onto the 
table in a single operation. The partitions are connected 
to the sides of the tray and spaced from the slidable bot 
tom so that a place mat may underlie all the partitioned 
sections of the tray so that the mat‘drops on the table 
under the weight of the place setting when the bottom 
is moved out from under the tray. 

Several trays may be loaded in advance of peak busi— 
ness periods so that service is expedited during these 
busy times. This advance loading of the trays permits 
help, otherwise practically idle during slack business 
hours, to be kept busy loading the trays. 

Other objects and advantages will be pointed out in, or 
be apparent from the speci?cation and claim, as will ob 
vious modi?cations of the several embodiments shown in 
the drawings in which: _ 

FIG. 1 is a top plan view of a tray having a table set 
ting arranged thereon; 

FIG. 2 is a front view of the tray; 
FIG. 3 is a sectional side view taken on line 3—3 in 

FIG. 1; 
FIG. 4 is a sectional end view taken on line 4-4 in 

FIG. 3; 
FIG. 5 is a view showing several stacked trays; 
FIG. 6 is a front plan view of a tray having a channel 

secured to the tray just below the bottom; 
FIG. 7 is a partial view taken along line 7-—7 in FIG. 

6; and 
FIG. 8 is an end view of a tray having an alignment 

member mounted thereon to properly orient the tray with 
respect to the table. 

Referring to the drawings, a tray 10 has a bottom 12 
slidable on runners 14 bent inwardly from end walls 16. 
The bottom has a back edge 18 bent downwardly to form 
lip 20 for cooperation with ledge 22 which is bent in 
wardly from back wall 24 of the tray to limit the travel 
of the slidable tray bottom. The front edge 19 of the 
tray bottom is bent upwardly to provide a convenient 
gripping surface for moving the tray bottom. Bending 
the edges of the tray bottom as described adds rigidity 
to the bottom and members 27 on the front of the bottom 
may also be bent downwardly to add rigidity. When a 
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place mat 21 is placed on bottom 12, ledge 22 servesas 

I a convenient surface on which the mat can be held by one 
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hand while the other hand is withdrawing the bottom 
from under the mat. 

In order that silverware, dishes, etc. may be placed and 
held on certain portions of the tray, partitions 23 are fas 
tened between back wall 24 and front wall 26. These 
partitions are spaced far enough from the bottom of the 
tray so that a place mat may pass between the partitions 
and the tray bottom, and close enough so that silverware 
and dishes are trapped in the particular partitioned section 
of the tray in which they are placed. The partitions may 
be ?at or, as shown in the drawings, may be strengthened 
by stamping a longitudinally running rib 25 therein. 
A typical table setting is shown in FIG. 1 in which, 

from left to right, salad fork 28, dinner fork 30, butter 
dish 32, napkin 34, dinner knife 38, teaspoon 40, and 
soup spoon 50 are placed in the proper positions for cor 
rectly setting a table. The tray is placed on the table to 
be set and the bottom is withdrawn to the position shown 
in broken lines in FIG. 3 thereby permitting the table 
setting to drop into place upon the table ‘just as the set 
ting was arranged in the tray. Some shifting of the var- 
ious items may occur in transporting the tray from the 
loading station to the table, so a fastidious host may wish 
to align the various items of the setting after they are de 
posited on the table. This alignment requires extra time, 
however, and a satisfactory place setting is laid without 
making any ?nal rearrangement. 
As an aid in aligning the tray with the table before the‘ 

tray bottom is withdrawn, a guide member 52 may be se 
cured to each of the tray end walls 16 to provide position 
ing guides 54 which are outwardly offset from the front 
wall of the tray and project downwardly from the tray for 
cooperation with the edge of the table being set. The 
table setter need only push the inner edge 55 of each po 
sitioning guide against the table edge to properly align 
the tray with the table and then withdraw the bottom. 

' In case no place mat is used in the place setting, a catch 
ledge 56 bent inwardly from the front wall of the tray is 
needed to prevent silverware and other tray contents 
which are pulled toward the trayfront when the bottom is 
withdrawn from getting jammed between the front tray 
wall and tray bottom. 
A channel 58 (shown in FIGS. 6 and 7) may be con 

nected between the tray end walls 16 to extend across the 
front of the tray below the slidable bottom. This chan 
nel contacts portions of the tray bottom at 59 thereby 
both supporting the bottom and frictionally holding it 
against unwanted rattling and slippage. Channel 58 also 
prevents complete removal of the tray bottom by engag 
ing lip 20, which is on the back edge of the bottom, when 
the bottom is substantially fully withdrawn from under 
the tray. 
The tray walls all have their bottom edges bent in 

wardly to serve various utilitarian purposes as heretofore 
described. These inwardly bent edges add a good deal 
of structural rigidity to the tray walls. Further rigidity 
is secured by bending the wall tops 60 outwardly thereby 
forming the walls all into generally Z-shaped members. 
The outwardly bent top walls 60 provide a convenient 

seating surface for corner plates 62 which carry stack 
ing cleats 64. Cleats 64 are adapted to cooperate with 
another identical tray stacked on the tray from which 
the cleats extend (FIG. 5) so that several trays may be 
stacked without danger of lateral shifting or ‘slipping. 
Plates 62 also add further structural rigidity to the tray. 

Although only a few embodiments of this invention 
have been illustrated and described, it will be apparent to 
those skilled in the art that other modi?cations are with 
in the spirit of this invention so the scope of the invention 
is to be limited only by the appended claim. 
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I claim: 
A table setting tray comprising, tray walls connected 

to form a rectangular frame, dividing means spaced to 
accommodae each member of a typical table setting in 
cluding a spoon, fork, knife, plate, napkin and a place 
mat in the same relative position with respect to each 
other, said tray walls and dividing means having a height 
suf?cient only to cover the highest member of the table 
setting, a tray bottom slidable in the frame between a 
supporting position and a non-supporting position with 
respect to the members of the table setting, said dividing 
means and one Wall of said frame being spaced from said 
tray bottom a distance su?icient only to pass said place 
mat under said dividing means and said one wall, an in 
turned ledge on the wall opposite the said one wall of said 
frame forming a continuation of the tray bottom to sup 
port the edge of the place mat and to provide a holding 
surface for the mat when the bottom is withdrawn from 
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the tray, stacking means secured to the frame comprising, 
?at plate gussets having upturned ?anges to engage the 
outer surface of the frame of a tray placed on top of the 
above described tray, and alignment means comprising, 
a guide ?nger located below the tray bottom for position 
ing the tray with respect to a table before the tray bottom 
is withdrawn from the tray. 
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