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The present invention relates to a new and novel re 
versible support means for shelving and the like, and 
more particularly to a shelf arrangement which permits 
the shelf to be mounted in any desired position upon a 
supporting surface. 
The present invention relates especially to shelving 

arrangements of a modernisticdesign. In modern in 
terior decorating it is desirable to provide shelving ar 
rangements which permit the shelves to be disposed in 
various locations and relationships so as to provide a 
very ?exible and decorative arrangement. Accordingly, 
it is a principal object of the invention to provide an 
adjustable support means which provides what may be 
termed “?oating shelves” which permits ready mounting 
of the shelves in various locations. 

In order to provide a neat ?nished appearance to this 
type of arrangement, it is further desirable to provide a 
support means wherein the actual supporting structure 
which connects the shelving to a supporting wall or the 
like is completely concealed from the eye of an observer. 

This type of shelving arrangement will ordinarily be 
mounted upon the wall of a room, and will be employed 
primarily as a decorative feature in the furnishings of the 
room. The apparatus of the present invention is con 
sequently designed to have a very pleasing appearance, 
and as a commercial product the components will nor~ 
mally be formed of an attractive wood, such as walnut, 
which may be provided with a hand rubbed oil ?nish. 
The reversible support means of the present invention 

includes a pair of support members having a supported 
member mounted therebetween. As disclosed herein, the 
supported member takes the form of a shelf, although it 
is contemplated that within the scope of the invention 
other wall units and items such as cabinets may also be 
supported in operative position by these support members. 
When employing the support members with a shelf, 

for example, the body means of the support members is 
provided with an inner surface which faces toward the 
shelf member, such inner surface including an upper por 
tion which may serve as a bookend. Also formed in the 
inner surface of each of the support members is a groove 
for supporting the supported member therein. Means is 
additionally provided for locking the end portions of the 
supported member within the grooves in the support 
members. 
An important feature of the present invention is the 

fact that the support members are so constructed and 
arranged that they can be reversed in their position with 
respect to a supporting means mounted in a Wall or the 
like and also can be reversed with respect to the sup 
ported member such as a shelf. This arrangement has 
several advantages. Firstly, it permits the decorative 
appearance of the apparatus to be completely altered, 
thereby providing a highly versatile decorating arrange 
ment. Secondly, it permits the position of the supported 
member to be varied with respect to the supporting means 
which may be secured in ?xed position in a wall or the 
like. Furthermore, it permits the ends of various units 
to be interchanged with one another, thereby permitting 
a plurality of units to be interchanged at will. 
The position of the support members may be reversed 

by removing the support members from one end of the 
supported member, turning them upside down and then 
connecting the support members with the opposite end 
of the supported member. . This ready reversal is per 
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2 
mitted due to a novel arrangement wherein a support 
plate connected with each support member is detachably 
secured to the support member such that its position may‘ 
be reversed, thereby permitting the support member to 
be effectively supported upon a suitable support means 
in different positions of the support members. 
An object of the present invention is to provide a 

new and novel reversible support means for shelving and 
the like which permits a supported member to be sup 
ported in any desired position upon a supporting surface, 
and to completely conceal the supporting means which 
attaches the apparatus to the supporting surface. 
Another object of the invention is the provision of re 

versible support means for shelving which permits the 
position of the shelving to be varied with respect to a 
supporting means ?xed to a wall or the like and which 
permits the decorative appearance of the apparatus to be 
completely altered. > 
A further object of the present invention is to provide 

reversible support means for shelving and the like which 
is simple and inexpensive in construction, and yet which 
is sturdy in operation and modernistic and neat in ap 
pearance. 

Other objects and many attendant advantages of the 
invention will become more apparent when considered 
in connection with the speci?cation and accompanying. 
drawing, wherein-— 
FIG. 1 is a perspective view of a preferred embodi 

ment of the present invention in a ?rst operative position, 
FIG. 2 is an end of the apparatus shown in FIG. ’1 il 

lustrating the manner of attaching the apparatus to a wall 
or the like, 

FIG. 3 is a perspective view of the apparatus shown 
in FIG. 1 in a different operative position, 

FIG. 4 is an end view of the apparatus shown in FIG. 
3 illustrating the manner of attachment to a wall or the 
like, 

FIG. 5 is an exploded perspective view of the arrange 
ment shown in FIG. 1 illustrating the manner of assembly 
thereof, 
FIG. 6 is an exploded perspective view illustrating the 

manner of assembly and disassembly of the support plate 
with respect to the support member, 

FIG. 7 illustrates the support member with a support 
plate in an inverted position as compared to FIG. 5, and 
FIG. 8 illustrates an exploded perspective view of the 

manner of assembly of the apparatus shown in FIG. 3 
employing the support member shown in FIG. 7. 

Referring now to the drawings wherein like reference 
characters designate corresponding parts throughout the 
several views, the general assembly is illustrated in FIG. 
1 wherein a supported member, in this case a shelf 10', 
is supported between the end support members 11 and 
12 which may be suitably mounted upon a wall or the 
like as hereinafter described. 

Referring more particularly to FIG. 5, the construc 
tion and mode of assembly of the support member 11 
along with the shelf 10 will be more clearly understood. 
It will be understood that the support members 11 and 
12 are of identical construction with the exception that 
one member is a mirror image of the other member such 
that the two members are adapted to be positioned at ’ 
opposite ends of a supported member. As seen in FIG. 
5, support member 11 includes a main body portion 
which is more or less ?attened, the body means having 
a substantially flat lower surface 15 and a rounded upper 
surface 16 which tapers downwardly from the inner or 
rear surface 17 of the body means toward the front edge 
portion 18 of the body means. 
The inner surface 17 of the body means is adapted to 

be positioned adjacent a supporting wall or similar struc 
ture while the front edge portion 18 of the body means 
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is spaced outwardly rom such supporting structure. The 
front edge portion 18 of the body means may also be 
rounded as is the upper edge 16 such that the rounded 
edges and tapered con?guration of the body means pro~ 
vides a very pleasing and ornamental appearance. 
The body means also includes a pair of opposite side 

surfaces, an outer side surface 2%) normally facing away 
from an associated supported member, and an inner side 
surface 21 facing inwardly toward the supported member 
and toward the opposite support member. A longitu 
dinally extending groove 25 is provided in the lower por 
tion of inner surface 21, groove 25 extending substantially 
parallel with the lower surface 15 of the body means and 
the groove extending completely from the inner surface 
17 to the front edge 18 whereby the groove is open at 
both ends thereof through the front and rear surfaces of 
the body means. 

It is evident that as seen in FIG. 5, the end portion 26 
of the shelf 10 is adapted to be received within groove 25, 
the groove being so dimensioned as to snugly receive 
the end portion 26. A pair of openings 27 are formed 
through the body means from the outer side surface 20 
and open into a central portion of the groove 25. A pair 
of similarly spaced openings 28 are provided in the end 
wall of end portion 26 of the shelf, and when the shelf 
is in operative position within the groove, openings 27 
and 28 are aligned with one another. Screws 30 extend 
through aligned openings 27 and 28, the screws being 
wood screws in the case where the shelf 10 is formed of 
wood, the screws being threaded directly into the material 
of the shelf, preformed openings 28 being provided of 
a slightly less diameter than the threaded portion of 
screws 30. 

Referring now to FIG. 6, it will be noted that inner 
surface 17 of support member 11 is provided with a recess 
35 and that a pair of spaced shoulders 36 are provided 
which are, of course, recessed from the surface 17 and 
are in substantially the same plane. Each of shoulders 
36 is provided with a preformed opening 37 within which 
suitable screws are adapted to be threaded as herein 
after described. A well portion 49 is recessed inwardly 
of shoulder portions 36 for receiving an attaching means 
which is secured to a ?xed supporting portion such as a 
wall. 
A support plate 45 which may be formed of suitable 

rigid material such as metal, is provided with a key 
hole slot indicated by reference numeral 46 and including 
a rounded enlarged portion 47 and an elongated slot por 
tion 48 in communication, with the enlarged portion 47 
and having a smaller cross sectional dimension. 
A pair of screws 50 are provided which extend through 

openings 51 in plate 46, the screws being received within 
openings 37 within the body means for securing the sup 
port plate in operative position. 

Referring back again to FIG. 5, attaching means in 
the form of a screw 55 is provided, this screw having 
formed thereon suitable threads for ?rmly anchoring the 
screw in a supporting wall or the like, and the screw 
also having an enlarged head 56 formed thereon. The 
dimensions of screw 55 are such that the head portion 56 
is adapted to be inserted through the enlarged portion 
47 of the keyhole slot in the support plate, but the head 
56 is of larger dimension than the width of the slot por 
tion 48 of the keyhole slot, thereby preventing the sup 
port member from becoming detached from the screw 
55 when the screw is within the elongated portion 48 of 
‘the keyhole slot. 

The arrangement shown in 'FIG. 5 is illustrated in its 
supporting position in FIG. 2, wherein it will be noted 
that the screw 55 has been threaded into a supporting 

Screw 55 is threaded into the wall 
to a point where the head 56 and a small portion of the 
body of the screw adjacent the head thereof are disposed 
outwardly of the surface 61 of the supporting wall 60. 
When the screw is in thisposition, support member 11 
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4 
is mounted in place by inserting the head of the screw 
through the enlarged part of the keyhole slot in the sup 
port plate, and then allowing the support member to move 
downwardly thereby causing the screw to ride up within 
the elongated portion 48 of the keyhole slot in the sup 
port plate. 

It is evident that when it is desired to mount the ap 
paratus in the position shown in FIG. 1, the support 
members 11 and 12 may be ?rst operatively associated 
with the end portions of the supported member 10 where 
upon each of the end members 11 and 12 may be engaged 
with a pair of suitably spaced screws 55 which are 
mounted within a wall or similar supporting means. As 
seen in FIG. 2, when in such assembled position, the for 
ward portion 10' of the shelf extends beyond the forward 
edge 13 of the support members, and the shelf is dis 
posed below the level of the support means 55. 

Referring now to FIG. 3, a modi?ed position of the 
apparatus is disclosed wherein the position of the end 
members has been reversed. It will be seen that in this 
position, support member 12 has been moved to the oppo 
s'te end of the shelf 10 and inverted while support mem 
ber 11 has also been moved to the opposite end of the 
shelf 10 and likewise inverted in position. It is apparent 
that this reversal of the support members provides a 
completely different decorative effect since as seen in 
FIG. 1, the shelf seems to be supported in a hanging po 
sition by a support means extend'ng thereabove, while in 
FIG. 3 the shelf appears to be supported primarily by 
a bracket type means which is disposed below the shelf 
member. Of course, in FIG. 1 the inwardly facing side 
surfaces of the support members have a tapered con?gu 
ration and may serve, for example, as bookends, while in 
FIG. 3 the support members form substantially bar'like 
abutments at the opposite ends of the shelf. 

Consider‘ng now the manner in which the components 
are reversed from the position shown in FIG. 1 to that 
shown in FIG. 3, it will be assumed that support mem 
ber 11 is ?rst detached from the associated end portion 
of the shelf as seen in FIG. 5, whereupon the support 
plate is removed from the support member 11 as seen 
in FIG. 6. The support plate 45 is then inverted and 
reassembled within the recess in member 11 as seen in 
FIG. 7. It is, of course, evident that the keyhole slot 
46 as seen in FIG. 7 is in the reverse position to that 
seen in FIG. 6. After having reversed the position of 
the support plate, support member 11 is then inverted and 
posit'oned adjacent the opposite end portion 65 of the 
shelf member 10, as is illustrated in FIG. 8. 
When the elements are in the relative position shown 

in FIG. 8, the support member 11 is then attached to 
the end portion 65 of the shelf by inserting the end por 
tion of the shelf within the groove 25 and threading the 
screws 30 through the al'gned openings in the support 
member and the end portion of the shelf. The support 
member can then again be mounted in operative position 
upon a supporting screw 55 by inserting the screw within 
the keyhole slot in the plate. It will, of course, be un 
derstood that support member 12 is reversed in the same 
manner as is support member 11 when changing from 
the position shown in FIG. 1 to the position shown in 
FIG. 3, or vice versa. 

Referring to FIG. 4, the relative position of the com 
ponents as seen in FIG. 3 is illustrated. Here again, it 
is noted that the outer portion 10' of shelf 10 extends 
beyond the outer edge 18 of support member 12, and 
that in this position, the supported member 10 is dis 
posed above the level of the support screw 55. 

It is apparent from the foregoing that there is provided 
a new and novel reversible support means for shelving 
and the like wherein the supported member can be sup 
ported in any desired position on a support'ng surface 
while the support means in the form of the supporting 
screws 55 and the support plates 45 are completely hid 
den from view. The unique arrangement of the present 
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invention permits the support members to be reversed 
with respect to the supported member to completely alter 
the decorative appearance thereof and further this ar 
rangement permits the elevat'on of the shelf or similar 
supported member to be readily adjusted with respect to 
any particular supporting means such as a screw 55 which 
may be disposed in a ?xed position in a Wall or the like. 
it is apparent that the structural arrangement of the 
present invention is quite s'mple and inexpensive yet 
a very sturdy construction is obtained and the apparatus 
provides a modernistic and neat ?nished appearance. 
As this invention may be embodied in several forms 

without depart'ng from the spirit or essential character 
istics thereof, the present embodiment is therefore illus 
trative and not restrictive, since the scope of the inven 
tion is de?ned by the appended claims rather than by the 
description preceding them, and all changes that fall 
within the metes and bounds of the claims or that form 
their functional as well as conjointly cooperative equiva 
lcnts, are therefore intended to be embraced by those 
claims. 

I claim: 
1. Reversible support means for shelving and the like 

comprising a plurality of spaced support members for 
supporting a member thcrebetween, each of said support 
members comprising a body means having side surfaces, 
one of said side surfaces including support means ‘for 
supporting a supported member, each body means de 
?ning an inner surface adapted to be positioned adjacent 
a supporting surface, said inner surface having a recessed 
portion formed therein, a support plate disposed within 
said recessed portion and detachably secured to said body 
means such that the position of the support plate may be 
reversed with respect to the body means, said support 
plate including means vfor engaging a ‘supporting member 
for retaining the associated support member in operative 
supported position. 

v 2. Reversible support means for shelving and the like 
comprising a pair of spaced support members, each of 
said support members comprising a ?attened body means 
de?ninga pair of opposite side surfaces, the facing side 
surfaces of said support members each having an elon 
gated groove formed therein for receiving a supported 
member therewithin, each of said body means having an 
inner surface adapted to be supported adjacent a sup 
porting surface, each of said inner surfaces having a 
recess formed therein, a support plate disposed within 
each of said recesses and detachably secured to the asso 
ciated body means such that the position of the support 
plate may be reversed with respect to the body means, 
and each support plate having a slot formed therein for 
receiving a support member to thereby operatively sup 
port each of the support members in a desired position. 

3. Reversible support means for shelving and the like 
comprising a pair of spaced support members, each of 
said support members comprising a decorative sculptured 
body means including a pair of opposite side surfaces, one 
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of the side surfaces of each body means normally facing 
inwardly toward an associated supported member, each 
of said inwardly fac'ng side surfaces having an elongated 
groove formed therein, a supported member, the oppo 
site end portions of said supported member being re 
ceived within said grooves, means for positively locking 
the ends of said supported member within said grooves, , 
each of sad body means‘ including an inner surface 
adapted to be positioned adjacent a supporting surface, 
each inner surface having a recess formed therein, a sup 
portv plate mounted within said recess and ‘having a key 
hole slot formed therein, and means detachably securing 
said support plate to each associated body means such 
that the position of the support plate and the keyhole slot 
formed therein may be reversed with respect to the asso— 
cfated body means whereby the support members may 
be inverted to completely alter the decorative appearance 
of the apparatus and to permit the position of the sup 
port plate with respect to the supported member to be 
varied. 

4. A reversible support assembly adapted to be 
mounted at any location on‘ a supporting surface and to 
completely conceal the supporting structure comprising a 
pair of spaced support members, each of said support 
members comprising a sculptured decorative body means 
including a pair of normally vertically disposed side sur 
faces, one of said side surfaces normally facing inwardly 
toward an associated supported member, said inwardly 
facing side surface having an elongate groove formed 
therein, a supported member, said supported member 
having opposite end portions disposed within said grooves, 
fastening means engaging the opposite ends of the sup 
ported member and locking the end portions of the sup 
ported member within the associated grooves, each of 
said body means including an inner surface adapted to 
be positioned adjacent a supporting surface, each of said 
inner surfaces having a recess formed therein, a support 
plate ?tted within each recess, said support plate being 
substantially ?ush with said inner surface, each support 
plate having a keyhole slot formed therethrough for re 
ceiving a supporting member, vand means detachably se 
curing each support plate to the associated body means 
such that the position of the support plates may be re— 
versed with respect to the body means thereby enabling 
the support members to be inverted with respect to the 
supported member thereby completely altering the deco 
rative appearance of the structure and permitting the 
support members to be interchanged at opposite ends of 
the supported member and further permitting the posi 
tion of the structure to be varied with respect to a sup~ 
port means. 

References Cited in the ?le of this patent 

UNITED STATES PATENTS 
1,804,420 Kelley ______________ __ May 12, 1931 . 
1,890,289 Harrison _____________ __ Dec. 6, 1932, . 

2,213,115 Bales _______________ __ Aug. 27, 1940 


