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This invention relates to slitting devices and to those’ 
devices particularly useful as letter openers or the like 
and having provision for replacing the cutting blade. 

in brief the invention comprises a body portionv of 
generally ilat plate-like construction, preferably formed 
of molded plastic material and thus readily adaptable for 
the imprinting thereon of advertising material or the like. 
The body is provided with a slot extending close to one 
edge and parallel thereto, and in the base of which a 
removable cutting blade is provided. The blade has a 
generally hook-shaped cutting edge whereby to prevent 
jamming of paper or other cut material at an edge of the 
slot and the blade is further permanently secured to a 
blade holder removable from the body. To replace the 
cutting blade it is only necessary to release and remove 
the blade holder and to replace the same with a new 
assembly including a sharp cutting blade. The blade 
holder is provided with integral resilient means serving 
to lock the same on the body and the body is provided 
with an opening through which an instrument may be 
inserted to displace the resilient locking means and thus 
release the blade holder for removal.y 

lt is therefore an object of this invention -to provide an 
improved slitting device suitable for use as a letter or 
carton opener and also useful for other purposes. 

Another object of the invention is to provide a slitting 
device of the type set forth which is inexpensive to pro 
duce yet highly efñcient and reliable and endurable. 

Still another object of the invention is to provide-a 
slitting device of fiat plate-like configuration whereby it 
may serve also for novelty or advertising purposes. 
A further object is to provide aV slitting device of the 

type set forth including a replaceable cutting blade and 
novel holding and locking means therefor. 

Other and additional objects will become apparent to 
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those skilled in the art as the description proceeds with ' 
reference to the accompanying drawings, wherein: 
FIG. 1 is a top plan view of a device embodying the 

present invention; 
FlG. 2 is a side elevational view thereof; 
FIG. 3 is a vertical sectional View taken along the line 

3-3 of FIG. l; 
FIG. 4 is an enlarged transverse sectional view taken 

along the line 4-4 of FIG. 3; 
FIG. 5 is an enlarged fragmentary sectional view taken 

along the line 5_5 of FIG. 3; 
FlG. 6 is a perspective view of the blade and holder 

assembly; and 
FlG. 7 is a plan view of the novel blade and illustrat 

ing the manner in which a plurality of blades are cut 
from a single strip of material without waste. 

Referring to the drawings, numeral 2 indicates the 
body portion of the slitting device of the present inven 
tion and as shown comprises a substantially dat plate-like 
body having a front edge 4, a rear edge 6, and a bottom 
edge 8. The body is formed with a slot 10 extending 
rearwardly from the front edge 4 and adjacent and sub 
stantially parallel to the bottom edge 8. That portion 
or” the body between slot lil and bottom edge 8 is pref 
erably pointed, as at 12, and is curved or somewhat 
rounded in transverse section as best seen in FIG. 5. A 
rectangular passageway 14 is formed in the body 2 ex 
tending rearwardly from the bottom of slot 10, at 16, 
and in substantial alignment with slot 10. The passage 
way 14 extends rearwardly through the rear edge 6 of 
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the body 2. which is formed with a transverse notch 18 
into which the passageway 14 extends. The passageway  
14 is of substantial width from the rear face i6 to about 
the position indicated by numeral 2li’ in FIG. 3. For 

Y wardly from that position the passageway 14 is relatively 
arrow and continues forwardly to define narrow grooves 

2?. and 24 at the top and bottom of the slot 10. The 
grooves 22. and 24 are of a width to rather snugly but 
slidabiy receive the upper and lower edge portions of a 
cuttingblade 25. The cutting blade 26 is preferably 
formed from a strip of suitable metal as indicated at 28 
in FIG. 7 and is stamped therefrom with ̀ a front edge 30 
extending upwardly and rearwardly in an oblique direc~ 
tion from the bottom edge of the blade and then curving 
upwardly and forwardly to form a hook portion near the 
upper edge of the blade. 
The rear edge 32 of blade 26 is formed of comple 

mentary shape to the forward edge 30 so that the blades 
may be stamped from the strip 28 without waste. In 
stamping the lades from a strip 2S, openings 34 are 
provided near the upper edge of the blade at the rear end 
of the tang 36 defined by the rear edge blade shape. 
After stamping, the blades are sharpened at their forward . 
edge to form the cutting edge shown. Each blade 26 is 
securely fixed to a molded holder 38 by >having the tang 
36 embedded and .intcrlocked with the holder 38. The 
material of holder 38 is molded around the tang 36 and 
extends through opening 3'4 and thus permanently and 
securely locas the blade and holder together as a unit. 

î 'The holder .33 is of generally rectangular cross 
sectional shape complementary to the passageway 14 pre-` 
viously described and is provided with an enlarged head 
4i) at the rear end thereof which is complementary in 
shape to the notch 18. v Thus, the head 4l) serves as a 
stop means to limit inward movement of the holder 38 in 
passageway 14 to a position where the cutting edge Sil 
of the blade 26 extends across the bottom portion of 
notch 10, as clearly shown in FIG. 2. ’ It is understood 
that the upper and lower edges of the blade 26 at this. 

'_ time reside in the grooves 22 and 24 previously described. 
The holder 33 is preferably molded of a synthetic resin 

material having resilient characteristics and is molded to 
define a notch 42 at its lower edge. The holder further 
includes a rearwardly extending integral resilient linger . 
<44 integrally joined to the holder 38 at the forward end 
of notch 42. The linger 44, when unstressed, extends 
downwardly and rearwardly so that its rear end normally 
projects downwardly below the lower edge of holder 38. 
The body 2 is provided with an opening 46 extending 

upwardly from its lower edge 8 into communication with 
the passageway 14 and is so positioned that when the 
head 46 of holder 38 is ñrmly nested in the notch 18 the 
free end of linger 4d projects downwardly into the open 
ing 46 and engages the rear edge thereof. Thus the finger 
44 serves to releasably lock the blade and holder in the 
body 2 against inadvertent withdrawal while head 40 
serves to prevent accidental forcing of the holder 38 too 
far inwardly in passageway 14. When it is desired to 
remove the holder 38 and blade 26 for purpose of re~ 
placement or otherwise, any slender instrument, such as 
indicated at 48, may be inserted in opening 46 to depress 
the end of resilient linger 44 inwardly into notch ‘l2 
whereupon the head 45t may be grasped and the holder 
and blade withdrawn from the body 2. A new holder 
and blade are inserted in an obvious manner and pushed 
inwardly until the end of finger 44 snaps into opening 46 
and the new blade and holder are then locked in position 
for use. 

In the customary type of letter opener a sharpened 
blade is provided bearing much the same relationship to 
a slot as shown herein. However, it is customary for the 
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cutting edge of the blade in such prior devices to extend 
obliquely rearwardly and upwardly of the slot and to 
intersect the upper edge of the slot at an acute angle. 
With such devices considerable difficulty is encountered 
in having paper or whatever other material is being cut 
jam and pile up in the angle between the cutting edge 
and top edge of the slot. The shape of the cutting edge 
as disclosed and described herein prevents such jamming 
since any paper fibers approaching the top of slot 10 
engage the “overhanging” upper portion of the sharpened 
cutting edge 3€! and are completely severed and cut with 
out jamming against the top of the slot 10. 
The manner of use of the disclosed device is obvious 

insofar as opening of letters, cartons or the like is com 
cerned, but it is to be pointed out, particularly with the 
shape of cutting edge shown, the device has wider utility. 
For example, it may be used to slit iìsh prior to cleaning. 
For this latter purpose it is preferred that the sharpened 
portion l2 be made of metal, preferably non-corrosive. 
As shown in the drawings, a metal tip 50 is formed and 
is provided with a tang 52 having an enlarged head 53 
thereon. The metal tip 50 is placed in the mold at the 
time the body 2 is molded and the material of body 2 
embraces and interlocks with tang 52 and head 53 to 
securely lock the metal tip in place. 

While a single speciñc embodiment of the invention 
has been shown and described herein, it is to be under 
stood that the same is merely illustrative, that other forms 
may be resorted to within the scope of the appended 
claims. 

I claim: 
1. In a slitting device, a tlat unitary body having front, 

rear, and bottom edges, a slot extending inwardly from 
said front edge adjacent and generally parallel to said 
bottom edge, a peripherally closed passageway in said 
body extending from the rear of said slot, in substantial 
alignment therewith, through said rear edge, a blade 
holder slidable in said passageway, a cutting blade ñxedly 
secured to said blade holder and having a cutting edge 
extending obliquely across said slot and facing toward 
said front edge, and resilient locking means integral with 
said blade holder and releasably engageable with stop 
means on said body for releasably locking said blade 
holder in said passageway. 

2. A device as defined in claim 1 wherein said blade is 
formed so that said cutting edge extends obliquely rear 
wardly from the edge of said slot adjacent said bottom 
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edge and then curves obliquely forwardly adjacent the 
opposite edge of said slot. 

3. A device as defined in claim 1 wherein said locking 
means includes an integral resilient linger on said blade 
holder, extending generally rearwardly thereon, and an 
opening extending from the outer surface of said body 
into said passageway, the end of said finger engaging a 
side of said opening. 

4. A ̀device as defined in claim l wherein said body is 
provided with a notch extending across the rear edge 
thereof, said passageway opening into said notch, said 
blade holder having an integral enlargement at the rear 
end thereof complementary to and nested in said notch. 

5. In a slitting device, a flat unitary body having front, 
rear, and bottom edges, a slot extending inwardly from 
said front edge adjacent and generally parallel to said 
bottom edge, a peripherally closed passageway in said 
body extending from the rear of said slot, in substantial 
alignment therewith, through said rear edge, a blade 
holder slidable in said passageway, a cutting blade 
secured to said blade holder and having a cutting edge 
extending obliquely across said slot and facing toward 
said front edge, and resilient locking means secured to 
said blade holder and releasably engageable with an edge 
of an opening extending into said passageway for releas 
ably locking said blade holder against withdrawal from 
said passageway, said body being provided with a notch 
extending across the rear edge thereof, said passageway 
opening into said notch, said blade holder having an 
enlargement at the rear end thereof positioned in said 
notch, and cooperating stop means on said enlargement, 
and said body, forwardly of said rear edge, for limiting 
forward movement of said blade holder in said passage 
way. 
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