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3,028,603 
DETACHABLE BATHTUB APRON 

Clarence J. Rodman, 1315 S. Union Ave., 
Alliance, Ohio 

Filed July 14, 1960, Ser. No. 42,812 
5 Claims. (Cl. 4-173) 

The invention relates generally to free hanging bath 
tubs, and more particularly to a quickly and easily de 
tachable apron for such bathtubs. 

Conventional bathtubs of sheet metal are provided 
with front panels or aprons which are not detachable so 
that, in order to make the plumbing connections at the 
head of the tub after the tub is set, access thereto must be 
provided through a door or opening in the wall against 
which the head of the tub abuts. ' This same door open~ 
ing is necessary for making repairs. 
A general object of the present invention is to provide 

an improved detachable front apron for a bathtub-by 
means of which access can be had to the plumbing con 
nections of the tub. 
The Bowden Patent No. 2,919,449 shows a tub having 

a removable front panel for this same general purpose 
but the construction has certain disadvantages. In the 
?rst place, the patent requires a molding strip to be at 
tached to the ?oor by screws, and this molding must be 
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removed and replaced each time the panel is removed. > 
Such operation is bound to damage or dis?gure the mold 
ing so as to mar its appearance when replaced. 

Secondly, the bottom of the panel of the patent rests 
on a thin block or blocks on the ?oor, so that even with 
the molding removed the block or blocks must be re 
moved before the panel can be swung outwardly, and 
the blocks have to be replaced when the panel is to be 
replaced. The patent shows a modi?cation wherein the 
panel rests on the ?oor instead of blocks, but in either 
case it is quite dit?cult to take hold of the panel to 
swing it outwardly because the panel is designed nor 
mally to abut walls at either end. 

Accordingly, another object of the present invention 
is to provide an improved detachable bathtub apron which 
requires no molding or trim strips of any sort. 
A further object is to provide an improved detachable 

bathtub apron which can be easily taken hold of and 
swung outwardly for removal without removing any 
molding or supporting blocks or the like. 
Another object is to provide an improved detachable 

bathtub apron construction which resiliently snaps into 
and is resiliently held in position. 
A further object is to provide an improved detachable 

bathtub apron which has novel hand holds for swinging 
the apron outwardly. 
A still further object is to provide a novel detachable 

bathtub apron construction adapted to provide toe space 
below the apron. I 

These and other objects are accomplished by the im 
provements comprising the present invention, preferred 
embodiments of which are shown by way of example in 
the accompanying drawings and described in detail here 
in. Various modi?cations and changes in details of con 

struction are comprehended within the scope of the vention as de?ned in the appended claims. 

Referring to the drawings: 
FIG. 1 is a front perspective view showing a tub with 

one embodiment of the improved detachable apron at 
tached thereto. 

FIG. 2 is an enlarged fragmentary vertical section 
Ehrough the tub and apron in installed position on a 
oor. 

FIG. 3 is a fragmentary front elevation thereof, partly 
broken away. 
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FIG. 4 is a view similar to FIG. 2 of another embodi 

ment of the invention. 
FIG. 5 is a front elevation, partly broken away, of the 

embodiment of FIG. 4. 
FIG. 6 is an enlarged fragmentary sectional view on 

line 6-6 of FIG. 5. 
FIG. 7 is a view similar to FIG. 2 of another modi?ca 

tion. ‘ 

FIG. 8 is a view similar to FIG. 2 of still anothe 
modi?cation. 
The bathtub shown in FIG. 1 may be formed from 

sheet metal, and preferably has a bell 10 with a hori 
zontal rim portion around the upper edge of the bell. 
Upturned guard ?anges 11 and 12 are formed at the 
head and foot respectively of the rim, and an upturned 
guard ?ange 13 extends along the rear edge of the rim. 
Along the front edge of the front rim portion 14 and 
coextensive therewith is a downturned ?ange 15 ter 
minating in an inturned leg 16. 
The ?anges 11, 12 and 13 ‘are adapted to abut the 

building walls forming a recess for the bathtub, and one 
or both ends of the rim may be provided with an attach 
ing ?ange 17 below the guard ?ange. Stringer supports 
attached to the walls support the rim of the tub at the 
ends and rear thereof, so that the bottom of the bell is 
spaced above the ?oor 18. 
The front panel or apron, indicated as a whole at 219 

in FIGS. 1-3, has inturned ?ange 21 along its upper edge 
adapted to abut the leg 16,‘ and pins 22 at or near each 
end of ?ange 21 enter holes 22' in ?ange 16 to provide 
detachable interengaging connection means. The central 
part of the apron may be provided with an indented 
panel 23 which is ornamental and also reinforces the 
apron to increase its rigidity. 
The height of the apron 20‘ is such that its bottom 

edge terminates well above the ?oor 18 to provide a toe 
space between the ?oor and the apron. An inturned 
?ange 25 is provided along the bottom edge of the apron 
and spaced apart holes 26 are provided in the ?ange 25 
to provide ?nger holds for pulling outwardly on the bot 
tom of the apron to remove it. The ends of the panel 
preferably have inturned ?anges 27 to abut the end 
walls. 
An apron-retaining bracket 28 has an angular bottom 

?ange 29 secured to the ?oor, or preferably on top of 
the ?oor covering 30, by screws 31, and has a preferably 
vertical leg 32. An angular bracket support is secured 
to the upper end of leg 32, and preferably has a for 
wardly extending ?ange 33 and an upstanding leg 34 
vertically adjustably secured to leg 32 by means of bolts 
35 passing through slots 36 and 37 in legs 32 and 34, 
respectively. ‘ 

The ?ange 33 and the inturned flange 25 of the apron 
are provided with longitudinal ribs or corrugations which 
are adapted to frictionally and resiliently interengage 
when the panel is pushed inwardly into position with the 
pins 22 entered in the registering holes in the leg 16 of 
the rim ?ange 15. These ribs may have a zig-zag cross 
section, and are formed so that the ribs 25’ on ?ange 2.5 
will snap or spring- into inter?tting engagement with the 
ribs 33' on ?ange 33, and so that the ?ange 25’ can 
be pulled out of engagement with ?ange 33' by inserting 
one’s ?ngers into the holes 26 and pulling outwardly on 
the bottom of the apron. The slots 36, 37 allow adjust 
ment of the ?ange 33 to assure a tight snap ?t. 

Accordingly, the apron can be removed and replaced 
at will to allow access to the plumbing connections at 
the head of the tub, without requiring removal of mold 
ing strips or blocks and the like, and Without requiring 
the use of any tools. Moreover, the apron is resiliently 
held in place on the bracket and provides support for the 
front rim of the tub under load. 
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In order to facilitate entering the pins 22 into holes 
22’ when installing the a ron, stop ?ngers 45 are attached 
to the ?ange 16 to provide abutments for the ?ange 21 
of the apron so as to locate the pins is registry with the 
holes. These stop ?ngers may have angular ?anges as 
secured to the ?ange 16 as by spot welding, adjacent to 
the holes 22', and depend from the rear edge of said 
?ange 16. 

In the embodiment of the invention shown in FIGS. 
4—6, the height of the apron 123 to extended so that the 
bottom ?ange 125' thereof is closely adjacent to or abut 
ting the ?oor covering 13%. The inturned ?ange 125 
has a zigzag cross section forming ribs 125’ for resilently 
inter?tting ribs 133’ on the forwardly extending ?ange 
of the bracket 134. The bracket 134 is vertically ad 
justably secured to the vertical leg 132 of the bracket 
support by bolts 135 so that ?ange 125 can rest on the 
?oor covering 130, and the bracket support has a bottom 
horizontal ?ange 129 secured to the ?oor 13 by screws 
131. Thus, a ?oor covering 13% of tile or linoleum, for 
example, may be pro-installed and the apron snapped into 
position in tight abutment therewith. , 
The bracket support 132 preferably has a top hori 

zontal ?ange 149 extending rearwardly toward the bell 
it‘ of the tub, and this ?ange provides a convenient shelf 
for storing and concealing articles in the bathroom. 

Preferably, each end of the front face of the apron is 
provided with a ?nger hold 141 punched or formed out 
of the sheet metal to provide a forwardly spaced ?ange 
142, behind which one’s ?ngers can be inserted to pull 
outwardly on the bottom portion of the apron to disen 
gage the ribs 125' from the ribs 133’. As shown, these 
?nger holds 141 are vertically disposed but, obviously, 
they may be horizontally disposed with the ?nger open 
ings at the bottom. In either case, the outer ?ange 142 
provides a shield over the opening formed in the apron 
to prevent the entrance of water, which may be acciden 
tally splashed in that direction, and also provides an or 
namental appearance at the ?nger hold. 

In the embodiment of the invention shown in FIG. 7, 
the apron 229 has a height similar to that shown in FIG. 
2 to provide a toe space, and is provided with the in 
turned ?ange 225 with the ribs 225’ thereon. In this case, 
the bracket support 223 and the forwardly extending 
?ange 233, which is engaged by the ribs 225’, are in 
one piece. The bottom ?ange 229 of the bracket support 
is secured to the ?oor by means of screws 231. The 
apron 220 may be provided with ?nger holds similar to 
those shown at 141 in the embodiment of FIGS. 5 and 6, 
or with ?nger holds such as those shown at 25 in FIG. 2, 
as desired. 

In the embodiment of FIG. 8, the apron 32%} may be 
identical with the apron 26 shown in FIG. 2, having the 
same type of zigzag ribs 325’ on the bottom inturned 
?ange 325. The bracket support 328 is preferably the 
same construction as the bracket support 23 in FIG. 2 
and has the angular bracket 334 adjustably secured there 
on by screws 335. 

In this case, however, the forwardly extending ?ange is 
provided at intervals with upwardly turned tongues 344- at 
the rear of the ribs 333', said tongues forming stops 
against which the inner edge of ?ange 325 on the apron 
abuts when the ribs 325' and 333’ are in Light engage 
merit. 
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In all embodiments of the improved detachable bath 

tub apron, the apron can be quickly and easily assembled 
on the tub after all plumbing connections have been 
made at the head end of the tub, with the tub set in 
place, by working through the opening normally occupied 
by the apron, All that is necessary to install the apron 
is to insert the pins 22 in the holes in the leg 16 of 
the rim ?ange and then push inwardly on the bottom 
of the apron to snap the zigzag ribs on the apron into 
engagement with the inter?tting ribs on the bracket ?ange. 
No molding strips or trim strips of any kind are required 
to complete the installation. 
At any time, the apron can be quickly and easily re 

moved by grasping the lower part of the apron, using the 
?nger holds, and pulling outwardly to disengage the inter 
?tting ribs. The apron can be removed and replaced 
as often as desired without any danger of damaging or 
dis?guring the appearance of the apron or the adjoining 
parts. 
What is claimed is: 
1. A detachable apron for the front side of a wall sup 

ported bathtub having an inturned upper rim ?ange, said 
rim ?ange and said apron having interengaging detachable 
connection means, a bracket supported on the ?oor co 
extensive with said apron and having a forwardly extend 
ing ?ange, and an inturned ?ange at the bottom of said 
apron for frictionally and resiliently engaging said bracket 
?ange to retain said apron in place. 

2. A detachable apron for the front side of a wall 
supported bathtub having an inturned upper rim ?ange, 
said rim ?ange and said apron having interengaging de— 
tachable connection means, a bracket supported on the 
?oor coextensive with said apron, a forwardly extending 
?ange vertically adjustably mounted on said bracket, and 
an inturned ?ange at the bottom of said apron for fric 
tionally and resiliently engaging said bracket ?ange to 
retain said apron in place. 

3. A detachable apron for the front side of a wall sup~ 
ported bathtub having an inturned upper rim ?ange, 
said rim ?ange and apron having interengaging detach 
able connection means, said apron having an inturned re 
silient ?ange along its bottom edge, a supporting bracket 
coextensive with said apron, a forwardly extending ?ange 
vertically adjustably mounted on said bracket, ribs on 
said ?anges adapted to interengage to hold said apron in 
place, and a rearwardly extending ?ange at the top of 
said bracket providing shelf space between the bracket 
and the bathtub. 

4. A detachable apron for the front side of a wall sup 
ported bathtub according to claim 1, in which the bracket 
?ange and the inturned ?ange at the bottom of the apron 
are spaced above the ?oor to provide toe space. 

5. A detachable apron for the front side of a wall sup 
ported bathtub according to claim 2, in which the bracket 
?ange and the inturned ?ange at the bottom edge of the 
apron are spaced above the ?oor to provide toe space. 
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