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9 Claims. (Cl. 206-—45.33) 

This invention relates to a container and has for ‘one 
of its objects the provision of a container having a semi 
rigid support for objects that are to form the contents of 
the container, and a ?exible, transparent sheet or wrapper 
that is secured to the support as a unit therewith, and 
which transparent wrapper is so formed that it will 
conform to the shape of the objects packaged therein 
and yet will adhere closely to the edges of the support 
and may be secured to the support so as to enable 
securing the same to itself in enclosing or encircling re 
lation to the support and its contents. 
The use of thermosealing plastic material such as re 

generated cellulose, cellophane, polyethylene, chlorinated 
rubber and rubber hydrochloride, in the packaging of 
goods is popular for the reason ‘that the plastic material 
is transparent, thus enabling the contents of the package 
to be seen and at the same time protecting said contents. 
Where rigid or semi-rigid containers or supports for the 
objects to be packaged have been used, the usual method 
of enclosing the container and its contents where the 
thermosealing material is used, has been to provide a 
strip of said material which is wrapped thereabout to 
totally enclose the container and its contents and the 
thermosealing material is heat sealed onto itself on the 
bottom of the container. 

This structure obviously has its limitations, especially 
_ when packaging produce, and an improvement has been 
suggested wherein the ?exible sheet and the container are 
provided as a unit with one end thereof attached to the 
bottom of the container. Once the container is ?lled, 
the sheet is merely swung over the contents and thence 
under the container to overlap the one end and is secured 
thereto. 

This structure also has its limitations in that when the 
width of the sheet and the container are the same and 
when the sheet is wrapped about the produce, there is 
a gap between the unattached sides of the sheet and the 
container. This gap is troublesome in that the produce 
can ‘fall out of the gap when the package is inverted. 
When the Wrapper is pulled more tightly around the 
container to lessen the gaps, the sheet which is susceptible 
to tearing is often split with the result that the produce 
is lost or damaged and the package rendered useless. 

‘ ‘ It is therefore an object of the present invention to 
provide an improved container for rapidly and efficiently 
forming into a package that encloses and securely holds 
the contents on a semi-rigid support having a transparent 
and ?exible cover. 

Another object of the present invention is to provide 
an improved container having a transparent and ?exible 
Wrapper adapted to encircle a semi~rigid support hold 
ing the contents in such a manner that the wrapper 
closely follows the contour of the support and contents 
without forming large gaps at the unattached edges. ‘ 
A ‘still further object of the invention is to provide an 

improved wrapper adapted to encircle a container and 
its contents and which closely follows the contour of the 
contents without forming large gaps at the unattached 
edges. 
Another object of the present invention is to provide 

an improved package including a container its contents 
extending thereabove, and a wrapper adapted to closely 
follow the contour of the contents without forming large 
gaps at the unattached edges. 
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Other objects and advantages will appear in the draw 

ings and in the description. 
In the drawings: . 
FIG. 1 is a perspective view of the container and 

contents; 
FIG. 2 is a cross-sectional view taken along the line 

“ 2--_2 of FIG. 1; 
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FIG. 3 is a cross-sectional view taken along the line 
3-—3 of FIG. 1; 

' FIG. 4 is a top plan view of the wrapper before it 
is attached to the container; 

FIG. 5 is a cross-sectional view along the line 5—5 
of FIG. 4; and 

FIG. 6 is a cross-sectional view along the line 6—6 
of FIG. 4. 

In accordance with this invention, the wrapper is so 
arranged as to reduce the dimension of the outer edges 
thereof in the intermediate portion thereof with respect 
to the central portion of the wrapper so that in encircling 
the container and produce contained therein the wrapper 
will give a contoured or covered wagon effect. In this 
manner the wrapper will adhere closely to the produce 
being packaged without excessive wrinkling in the central 
areas and yet will approach the container on each side to 
prevent the large gaps that would otherwise occur. 

Referring to the drawings, the container illustrated in 
FIG. 1 consists of a semi-rigid support generally desig 
nated 10, having a bottom wall 12, side walls 14, end 
walls 16 and an open top. This support may be used 
for the packaging of various food products and is espe 
cially suitable for packaging produce. 
The wrapper 18 used for encircling the container and 

the produce contained therein is made of a transparent, 
thermoplastic, thin, ?exible sheet material, such as cello 
phane, polyethylene and the like. One end thereof 20 
is secured to and underlies the bottom wall 12 of the 
support 10. This end portion that so underlies the bot 
tom wall 12 of the support may be cemented, glued or 
otherwise suitably secured to the support, and while the 
latter is usually made of cardboard or molded from 
paper pulp, it may be of any suitable material, such as 
wooden or plastic berry boxes. The support 10 and the 
wrapper 18 may be secured together as a unit for ship 
ping, handling, ?lling and closing purposes. 
The remainder of the wrapper 18 that projects from 

the bottom extends away from one of the sidewalls 14, 
' and the Width of the strip is preferably substantially 

50 

equal to the ‘distance between the end Walls 16, hence 
none of the wrapper projects outwardly of the end walls 
of the support. 
The wrapper 18 is of su?icient length to extend com 

. pletely around the support 10 and any products or ob 

55 

jects to be packaged therein, such as, for example, to 
matoes, lemons, oranges, or any other fruits or vegetables 
22. The end portion 24 of the wrapper 18 that is opposite 
the end portion 20 is adapted to overlap the latter to a 

' more or less degree according to the size of the objects 22, 
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hence the end portions 20 and 24 can be heat sealed to 
gether after wrapping the wrapper around the support 10 
and the objects 22. 
The central portion 26 of the wrapper 18 intermediate 

the end portions 20 and 24, is so shaped as to provide a 
covered wagon effect in the portion of the wrapper ad 
jacent to the objects 22. This is accomplished by reduc 
ing the length of the wrapper adjacent the ends walls 16 
with respect to the length of the wrapper in‘the central 
portion along the intermediate portion of the wrapper. 
As illustrated in the drawings, this can be accomplished 
by forming a plurality of pleats 28 along each edge of the 
wrapper adjacent to the end walls 16. These pleats may 
be formed by heat sealing the folds of the pleat together 
for a short distance inwardly from ,the edges of the 
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wrapper, with the intermediate portions unsealed. Thus, 
the wrapper will remain ?at until used. When the 
wrapper is wrapped tightly over the upport and the ob 
jects packaged therein, the intermediate portion of the 
wrapper will open up to follow the contour of the ob 
jects while the outer pleated edges will follow the top 
surface of the end walls 16 making only a small gap at 
the sides which will not permit removal of the contents. 

It is contemplated that other methods of reducing the 
dimension on the outer edges of the wrapper can be 
utilized. For example, by chemical treatment, using a 
volatile solvent, the edges of the wrapper could be caused 
to shrink in dimension either by an overall smooth shrink 
age or puckering. The edges could be reduced in di 
mension by use of a hemming or gathering device utilizing 
heat, for example. This would yield a very uniform 
mechanical shrinkage along the edges. It is also con 
templated that portions along the edge could be die cut 
and then joined together. Conversely, the intermediate 
portion of the wrapper could be expanded by heat or 
vacuum to yield the same effect of lesser dimensions 
along the two edges than along the intermediate portion. 

Thus, it is seen that by reducing the dimension of the 
wrapper on the outer edges so as to create a covered 
wagon eifect in the overwrapping of the support and ob 
jects, a greater protection is given to prevent the objects 
from ‘falling out of the supports. 
As illustrated, the intermediate portion of each wrap 

per is provided with two pleats, the folds of which extend 
across the entire width of the wrapper but which are 
heat sealed together only at the two outer edges of the 
sheet. The central portion of each pleat thus is unsealed 
and remains ?attened until ready for use. It is con 
templated that a roll of the wrapper material can be 
made with the pleats at the proper spacing therein, and 
the wrappers of the proper length can be cut therefrom 
as they are attached to the bottom surface of the con 
tainer. 
Although FIG. 4 of the drawings shows a wrapper 

with two pleats at each edge, it should be understood 
that a larger number of pleats could be used, or even a 
single pleat, and that the pleats can be staggered alonlg 
opposite sides of the sheet if desired. 

‘It will be obvious to those skilled in the art that 
various changes may be made without departing from 
the spirit of the invention and therefore the invention 
is not limited to what is shown in the drawings and de 
scribed in the speci?cation, but only as indicated in the 
appended claims. 
What is claimed is: 
1. A package comprising a support having a horizontal 

bottom wall and upstanding side walls and end walls 
integral with said bottom wall and an open upper side, 
said side walls, end walls and bottom wall being of semi 
rigid material, objects to be packagedresting on said bot 
tom wall, said obejcts extending above the height of the 
side walls and end wall- of said support, a rectangular thin 
?exible sheet of wrapping material having a width sub 
stantially the same as the width of said bottom wall and 
a length su?icient to extend across the bottom wall, over 
the side walls, across the open upper side including the 
packaged material, ‘and again across the bottom wall, 
said wrapping material being secured at one end thereof 
to the underside of said bottom wall, wrapped around 
said‘holder and contents, and secured at its other end into 
underlying lapping relation to said one end, the inter 
mediate portion of said sheet which extends over the open 
upper side of said support and the objects extending up 
wardly therefrom having its outer edges adjacent the end 
walls reduced in dimension with respect to the central 
portion between said edges to form a covered wagon 
e?ect over the objects in the support extending from one 
edge of the sheet adjacent to one end wall of the support 
to the other edge of the sheet adjacent to the other end 
wall of the support. 
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2. A package in accordance with claim 1 wherein said 

outer edges of the intermediate portion of said sheet are 
reduced in dimension by the formation of at least one 
pleat in each outer edge the folds of which are secured 
together only at the outer edge and which are unsecured in 
the central portion thereof. 

3. A package in accordance with claim 1 wherein said 
outer edges of the intermediate portion of said sheet 
have been reduced in dimension by the shrinkage of the 
edge portions with respect to the central portion thereof 
which remains unshrunk. 

4. A container adapted for the packaging of objects 
comprising a support having a horizontal bottom wall 
and upstanding side walls, and end walls integral with said 
bottom wall and an open upper side, said side walls, end 
walls and bottom wall being of semi-rigid material, a rec 
tangular thin ?exible sheet of wrapping material having a 
Width substantially the same as the Width of said bottom 
Wall and a length sufficient to extend across the bottom 
wall, over the side walls, across the open upper side includ 
ing the objects to be packed in said support, and again 
across the bottom wall, said wrapping material being 
secured at one end thereof to the underside of said bot 
tom wall to ?xedly hold said sheet on said support in a 
predetermined position for wrapping about said support 
and its contents, the intermediate portion of said sheet 
which is adapted to extend over the open upper side of 
said support and the objects therein having its outer 
edges which will lie adjacent the end walls reduced in 
dimension with respect to the central portion between 
said outer edges to form a covered wagon effect in the 
intermediate portion of said sheet when the sheet is 
wrapped tightly around the support and its contents with 
the edges of the sheet being positioned adjacent to the 
upper surfaces of the end walls of the support to prevent 
removal of the contents. 

5. A container in accordance with claim 4 wherein said 
outer edges of the intermediate portion of said sheet are 
reduced in dimension by the ‘formation of at least one 
pleat in each outer edge the folds of which are secured 
together only at the outer edge and which are unsecured 
in the central portion thereof. 

6. A container in accordance with claim 4 wherein said 
outer edges of the intermediate portion of said sheet have 
been reduced in dimension by the shrinkage of the edge 
portions with respect to the central portion thereof which 
remains unshrunk. 

7. A wrapper which is adapted for encircling an open 
top container having articles packaged therein extending 
above the height of the side and end walls of said con 
tainer, .comprising a rectangular, thin, ?exible sheet of 
wrapping material, said sheet having a width substantially 
the same as the length of the side walls of the container 
and a length su?icient to encircle the container and its 
contents and to overlap a distance suf?cient for sealing, 
the intermediate portion of said sheet which is adapted 
to extend over the open top of said container having its 
outer edges which are adapted to lie adjacent the end walls 
of the container reduced in dimension with respect to the 
central part thereof, between said outer edges whereby a 
covered wagon effect over the articles in the container will 
be obtained when the wrapper is applied to the container. 

8. A wrapper which is adapted vfor encircling an open 
top container having articles therein extending above the 
height of the side and end walls of said container, com 
prising a rectangular thin, ?exible sheet of wrapping mate_ 
rial, said sheet having a width substantially the same as 
the length of the side walls of the container and a length 
su?icient to encircle the container and its contents and to 
overlap a distance su?icient for sealing, the intermediate 
portion of said sheet having at least one pleat extending 
across the width thereof, the folds of each pleat being 
secured together at each edge but unsecured at the central 
portion thereof, whereby a vflat wrapper is obtained yet 
when pressure is applied across the central portion of 
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the intermediate part when using said Wrapper the sheet 
will extend to yield a covered wagon effect over the 
articles in the container; 

9. A wrapper which is adapted ‘for encircling an open 
top container having articles packaged therein extending 
above the height of the side and end walls of said con 
tainer, comprising a rectangular, thin, ?exible sheet of 
wrapping material, said sheet having a width substantially 
the same as the length of the side walls of the container 
and a length sufficient to encircle the container and its 
contents and to overlap a distance su?icient ‘for sealing, 
the intermediate portion of said sheet having its outer 
edges reduced in dimension by shrinkage of the edge por 
tions with respect to the central portion thereof. 
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