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This invention relates generally to a novel chair con 
struction and more particularly to a folding stadium chair 
adapted to be utilized with backless stadium benches 
to provide increased seating comfort for the user. 
Most everyone is aware of the discomfort encountered 

in being seated on stadium benches for an extended time. 
Initially, the benches provided generally do not have back 
portions and further the seat portions are generally ex 
tremely hard. In view of this, it is the principal object of 
this invention to provide a novel chair construction which 
obviates these disadvantages inasmuch as the construction 
provides a back portion and a soft seat portion. The con 
struction is particularly adapted for utilization with and 
retention on stadium benches. 

I It is a further object of this invention to provide a 
novel stadium chair construction which iscollapsible and 
compact so that it may be easily transported by the indi 
vidual user for its intended purpose. 

It is a still further object of this invention to provide 
a novel stadium chair construction which is lightweight, 
inexpensive, and durable. 

In accordance with the above stated objects, below is 
particularly described the novel construction and utiliza 
tion of the stadium chair. Initially, the construction in 
cludes a seat portion and a back portion which are pivotal 
ly connected by pairs of hinge straps. The seat portion 
includes ?rst and second end members which are posi 
tioned parallel to and spaced from each other. The back 
portion includes a third and fourth end members which 
are parallel to and spaced from each other. First support 
means are provided between the ?rst and second end 
members of the seat portion and second support means are 
positioned between the third and fourth end members of 
the back portion. Each of the ?rst and second support 
means are collapsible and include a pair of aligned and 
opposed U-shaped clips pivotally connected to the opposed 
end members. Rods are terminally and pivotally con 
nected between the legs of the U-shaped clips and extend 
therefrom. The opposed rods are connected to each other 
by a channel member; the rods being pivotally retained 
in the channel of the channel member. It will be appre 
ciated that the end members may be therefore moved 
toward or away from each' other by pivoting the rods to 
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a position perpendicular to the channel member rather ' 
than parallel thereto. Rearwardly extending hooks are 
provided on the ?rst and second end members and are 
adapted to abut or engage the stadium bench to retain 
the stadium chair comprising this invention thereon. 55 
Fabric portions extend between the ?rst and second end _ 
members; and‘the'thi'rd and fourth end members, respec 
tively. The construction is such that it may be compactly 
collapsed so that a chair bag may be provided to accom 
modate the collapsed chair. 

Other objects and advantages which will become subse 
quently apparent reside in the details of construction and 
operation as more fully hereinafter described and claimed, 
reference being bad’ to the accompanying drawings form 
ing a part hereof, wherein like numerals refer to like 
parts throughout, and in which: 
FIGURE 1 is a perspective view of the chair construc 

tion illustrated being utilized with a stadium bench; 
FIGURE 2 is a perspective view of the invention illus 

trated without the connecting fabric portion; 
FIGURE 3 is a front view of a chair bag which may be 

provided to receive the collapsed chair construction; 
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FIGURE 4 is an enlarged fragmentary view of the chair 

construction particularly illustrating the support means 
in extended position; 
FIGURE 5 is an enlarged fragmentary view of the chair 

construction speci?cally illustrating the support means in 
a collapsed position; 
FIGURE 6 is a perspective view of the chair construc 

tion in a collapsed position. 
FIGURE 7 is a fragmentary view of the chain construc 

tion showing the hinge strap and the back and seat por 
tions pivoted to a position ?ush with respect to each other; 
and 
FIGURE 8 is a fragmentary view of the chair construc 

tion particularly illustrating the hinge strap and the back 
and seat portions perpendicularly disposed. 
With continuing reference to the drawings, numeral 10 

generally represents the chair construction comprising this 
invention and including a back portion generally desig-' 
nated at 12 and a seat portion generally designated at 14. 
The seat portion 14 includes ?rst and .second end mem-‘ 

bers 16 and 18 which are preferably a length of aluminum, 
or such, piping. The back portion 12 includes third and 
fourth end members 20 and 22 which are likewise formed 
of lengths of aluminum piping. Av pair of hinge straps 
24 and 26 are utilized to pivotally. connect end member 
20 to end member 16 While a second pair of binge. straps 
28 and 30 are utilized to pivotally connect end member 22 
to end member 18. The hinge straps are all L-shaped. 
As is particularly illustrated in FIGURE 2, the straps 24 
and 26 are secured to the end member 20 by spaced pins 
32 and 34 while the hinge straps 28 and 30 are secured 
to the end member 22 by spaced pins 36 and 38. A pivot 
pin 40 pivotally secures the straps 24 and 26 to the end 
member 16 while a similar pivot pin 42 secures the straps 
28 and 38 to the end member 18. Accordingly, as, is 
particularly shown in FIGURES 7 and 8, the end mem¢ 
bers 20 and 22 of the back portion 12 may be pivoted 
about the pivot pins 48 and 42 from the perpendicular 
relationship illustrated in FIGURE 8 to the collapsed 
parallel relationship illustrated in FIGURE 7. 

Support means 50 are provided between the end mem 
bers 20 and 22 of the neck portion 12 while support means 
52 are provided between end members 16 and 18 of the 
seat portion 14. The support means 50 initially include 
a pair of U-shaped clips 54 and 56 which have bight por 
tions 58 and 60 respectively. Extending from the bight 
portion 58 are leg portions 62 and 64 while leg portions 
66 and 68 extend from the bight portion 68. A bolt 70 
extends from the bight portion 58 while a bolt 72 extends 
from the bight portion 60. The bolts respectively pass 
through end members 20 and 22 and are retained by nuts 
74 and 76 outwardly of the end members 20 and 22 and 
the nuts 78 and 80 between the end members and the bight 
portions. It will ‘be appreciated that the U-shaped clips 
54 and 56 may pivot about the ‘bolts 76 and 72. A red 
82 is pivotally retained by a rivet 84 between the leg por 
tions 62 and 64 of the U-shaped clip 54 while a similar 
rod 86 pivotally retains by rivet 88 between the leg por~ 
tions 66 and 68 of the U-shaped clip 56. As illustrated 
in FIGURE 4, the rods 82 and 86 are substantially op 
posed. They are connected by a channel member 99; 
each being pivotally connected to the channel member 96 
within the channel, by rivets 92 and 94. 
The support means 52 are substantially identical to the 

support means 5!? and accordingly will not be speci?cally 
described. It will be seen that the support means 58 as 
positioned in FIGURE 2 will prevent the end members 
from moving toward each other when a person leans 
thereagainst between the end members 20 and 22. In 
order to collapse the chair 10 to move the end members 
28 and 22 toward each other, the U-shaped clips 54 and 
56 of the support means 50 and the corresponding U 
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shaped clips of the support means 52 are positioned as 
shown in FIGURES 5 and 6. With the U-shaped clips so 
disposed, the rods 82 and $6 of support means 50 and the 
corresponding rods of supportrmreans 52 may be pivoted 
from the position parallel to the channel member 90 to 
a position substantially perpendicular thereto, The re 
spective end members will therefore move toward each 
other and the chair construction will occupy substantially 
half of its expanded width. ' 

In order to retain the chair 10 on a stadium bench 96, 
rearwardly extending hooks 98 and 10% are supported 
from the spaced end members 16 and 18 to engage the 
bench 96 as illustrated in FIGURE 1. Further, fabric por 
tions 102 and 104 connect the end members 20 and 22, 
and 16 and 18 respectively to provide a cushioned or soft 
seat and back portion. It will be realized that the ?exible 
fabric portions 102 and 104 do not hinder the collapsi 
'bility of the chair construction shown in FIGURE 6. 
When the chair is entirely collapsed as illustrated in FIG 
URE 6 it may be conveniently received in a bag 108 or 
such to facilitate the carrying thereof. 
The foregoing is considered as illustrative only of the 

principles of the invention. Further, since numerous 
modi?cations and changes will readily occur to those 
skilled in the art, it is not desired to limit the invention to 
the exact construction and operation shown and de 
scribed, and accordingly all suitable modi?cations and 
equivalents may be resorted to, falling within the scope 
of the invention as claimed. 7 - 

What is claimed as new is as follows: 
1. A collapsible stadium chair comprising a seat por 

tion and a back portion pivotally ?xed thereto, said seat 
portion including ?rst and second end members, said back 
portion including third and fourth end members, said ?rst 
and second end members ‘being spaced and substantially 
parallel, said third and fourth end members being spaced 
and substantially parallel, ?rst support means connecting 
said ?rst and second end members, second support means 
connecting said third and fourth end members, said ?rst 
and second support means being collapsible and each in 
cluding three substantially longitudinally aligned elongat 
ed bracing members, means pivotally securing the adja 
cent ends of the opposite end bracing members to the 
corresponding remote ends of the intermediate bracing 
member for rotation about parallel axes, and means pivot 
ally attaching each of the, remote ends of said opposite‘ end 
bracing members to the corresponding end member for 
movement about a pair of axes one of which extends 
transversely of said corresponding end member and the 
other of which extends at substantially right angles to said 
one axis, said pivotal securing means. including means 
for preventing swinging movement of the opposite end 
bracing members secured to each of said intermediate 

1 bracing members about their ‘axes of rotation to one side 
not that intermediate bracing member whereby each set 
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of said three bracing. members, when longitudinally _ 
' aligned and forming an longated composite Vbracing‘mern 
her will resist folding in all but one direction. . . 

, 2. A collapsible stadium chair comprising a seat portion ' 
and aback portion pivotally ?xed thereto, said seat 60 

4 
portion including ?rst and second end members, said 
back portion including third and fourth end members, said 
?rst and second end members being spaced and substan 
tially parallel, said third and fourth end members being 
spaced and substantially parallel, ?rst support means con 
necting said ?rst and second end members, second sup 
port means connecting said third and fourth end members, 
said ?rst and second support means being collapsible and 
each including three substantially longitudinally aligned 
elongated bracing members, means pivotally securing the 
adjacent ends of the opposite end bracing members to 
the corresponding remote'ends of the intermediate bracing 
member for rotation about parallel axes, and means pivot 
ally attaching each of the remote ends of said opposite 
end bracing members to the corresponding end member 
for movement about a pair of axes one of which extends 
transversely of said corresponding end member and the 
other of which extends at substantially right angles to 
said one axis, said pivotal attaching means including a 
U-shaped clip having a bight portion connecting corre 
sponding ends of a pair of substantially parallel legs, 
means pivotally securing said bight portion to the corre 
sponding end member for rotation about an axis extend 
ing through said bight portion and paralleling said legs 
andtransversely through said last mentioned end member, 
means pivotally securing said remote end of the corre 
sponding opposite end bracing member to said clip for 
movement about an axis extending between said legs 
and paralleling the axis of rotation of the other end of 
said corresponding opposite end bracing member. 

3. The combination of claim 1 wherein said opposite 
end bracing members are each in the form of an elongated 
rod-like member, said intermediate bracing members each 
comprising an elongated channel member substantially 
U-shaped in cross-section and having adjacent ends of 
the corresponding opposite end members disposed therein. 

4. The combination of claim 1 including a laterally 
offset hook member carried by one end of each of said 
?rst and second end members with each hook member 
opening toward the remote end of the corresponding end 
member. 

5. The combination of claim 1 including means for 
limiting pivotal movement of said back portion relative to 
said seat portion. 

6. The combination of claim 1 including a pair of fabric 
portions respectively joining said ?rst and second end 
members and said third and fourth end members. 
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