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This invention relates to a casing of the type custome 
arily used to house a ballast for ?uorescent lighting ?x 
tures and the like. 

Ballast casings comprise a housing with mounting feet 
thereon which are customarily integral with the housing. 
The integral feet complicate the manufacture of the hous 
ing and accordingly make it relatively expensive to pro 
duce. They further restrict the mounting position to one 
in which the feet will cooperate with the mounting surface. 

I have devised a housing having a base and a cover 
that are held together by means of a clip from which 
mounting feet extend. The housing is formed with a 
cut-away portion over which a side of the clip extends. 
The clip has holes that align with the cut-away portion 
in the housing through Which electrical lead-s can be 
taken. 
A housing according to my invention is easy to make 

because neither the base nor cover have mounting feet 
formed integrally therewith. It is also possible to pro 
vide for more universal mounting of the housing because 
the clip is capable of engaging the base and cover in two 
positions. The invention will be clearly understood after 
reference to the following detailed speci?cation read in 
conjunction with the drawings. 

In the drawings: 
FIGURE 1 is a perspective view of one end of a hous 

ing, it being understood that the ‘other end is identical, 
and 
FIGURE 2 is a sectional view of a complete housing 

but showing the clip removed from the housing. 
The ballast housing illustrated has a base 10 and a 

cover 12 therefor that ?ts over the open upper side of 
the base to form a closed housing, having a top 16, a 
bottom 18, ‘and four sides 20. 
The base and cover are secured together by means of 

clips 22. Clips 22 are generally U-shaped in cross-section 
and have an arm 24, an arm 26, .and a base 28 adapted 
to embrace the top 16, the bottom 18, and a side 20, 
respectively of the housing. 
Each of the clips 22 is also provided with mounting 

feet 40 that extend outwardly from the bases thereof at 
one side, by which one can appropriately mount the bal 
last housing in an operative position in use. 

In use lead wires are conducted from the electrical 
ballast transformer and associated parts on the interior 
of the housing through grommeted holes 32 or 34 in the 
clips 22 through which electrical leads can be threaded. 
One of the holes 32 or 34 at a time overlays a cut-away 
portion 30 in the end wall of the housing embraced by the 
clip whereby to form a restricted through opening for 
the lead wire. 

It will be noted that the clips 22 can be caused to 
embrace the housing in two positions 180° apart. One 
of the two positions is illustrated in the drawings. How 
ever, it will be appreciated that one could remove the 
clips from the housing, turn them through 180°, and re 
place them on the housing so that arm 26 engages the 
top 16 of the housing and arm 24 engages the bottom 18 
of the housing. In this latter instance, hole 34 and not 
hole 32 would align with the cutaway portion of the side 
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of the housing. The purpose of providing two holes 32 
and 34 for the lead lines from the interior of the housing 
is to permit the mounting lugs 4-6 to be disposed at either 
the top or the bottom of the housing, and always have 
a hole 32 or 34 in alignment with the cut-away portion 30. 
The arms 24 and 26 of the clips 22 are adapted to 

spring into position as the clips embrace the casing, and 
in this connection, it will be noted that the edges 44 and 
42 of the housing are spaced apart to cause the arms 24 
and 26 respectively to yield as the clip is pushed over them. 
inwardly of the edges the bottom and top of the housing 
is recessed in the direction of application of the clip so 
that the arms of the clip can reassert themselves and nest 
in the depression formed in the top and bottom of the 
housing whereby the clip is locked in embracing relation 
with the case by its own resilience. 

In use, a ballast or the like is mounted in the casing 
with the lead line extending out of the opening 30. The 
lead lines are then threaded through an appropriate grom 
meted hole 32 or 34 of the clip and the clips are sprung 
into position over the casing sections. 

I claim: 
1. In combination a housing for a ballast and a clip, 

said housing having a base and a cover, said clip being 
adapted to secure said base and cover together and to 
provide means for mounting said housing, said base and 
cover when in co-operating position de?ning a closed 
housing having a top, a bottom and sides, said clip being 
generally U-shaped and having an arm adapted to em 
brace said top of said housing, an ‘arm adapted to em 
brace said bottom of said housing, a base adapted to 
embrace a side of said housing, and mounting feet extend 
ing outwardly from said base at one side thereof only, 
the side of said housing that is adapted for embracing 
engagement by said base of said clip being formed with 
a cut-away portion, the base of said clip being adapted 
to overlie said cut-away portion of said side, said clip 
being formed with a ?rst threading hole for an electrical 
lead and with a second threading hole for an electrical 
lead spaced from said ?rst threading hole, both said ?rst 
hole and said second hole being smaller than the area 
of said cut-away portion of said side, said clip being 
adapted to embrace said housing in two positions 180° 
apart from each ‘other, said ?rst hole being adapted to 
align with said cut-away portion of said side only when 
said clip embraces said housing in one of two positions, 
said second hole being adapted to align with said cut-away 
portion of said side only when said clip embraces said 
housing in the other of said two positions, the ?rst men 
tioned position. 

2. A housing and clip as claimed in claim 1 in which 
the said cut-away portion of said side comprises an open 
slot formed in a marginal portion of said base. 

3. A housing as claimed in claim 1 in which said top 
and said bottom have edges that cause said clip to yield 
as said clip is pushed thereover and with a recessed sur 
face inwardly of said edges that permits said clip to re 
assert itself as said clip is pushed thereover whereby said 
clip is in a locked embracing relation with said case. 

4. A housing as claimed in claim 1 having more than 
one of said clips. 
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