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This invention relates to handles and, more particularly, 
to handles which are particularly well adapted for use on 
hand luggage, and the like. 

It is a primary object of the present invention to provide 
a novel handle for use on hand luggage, and the like. 
Another object of the present invention is to afford a 

novel handle of the aforementioned type embodying pad 
ding constituted and arranged in a novel and expeditious 
manner. 

Padded handles for use on hand luggage, and the like, 
have been heretofore known in the art. However, such 
handles as have been heretofore known in the art have had 
several inherent disadvantages such as, for example, being 
weak in construction; not being constructed to effectively 
withstand the handling to which such handles are normal 
ly subjected; being complicated in construction; being ex 
pensive and dif?cult to manufacture, and the like. It is 
another object of the present invention to overcome such 
disadvantages. 
Another object of the present invention is to afford a 

novel padded handle for use on hand luggage, and the 
like, wherein the padding is ?rmly secured in proper posi 
tion therein in a novel and expeditious manner. 
A further object is to afford a novel covered and padded 

handle of the aforementioned type which is attractive in 
appearance and is practical and e?icient in operation. 
Yet another object of the present invention is to afford 

a novel handle of the aforementioned type wherein the 
parts thereof are constituted and arranged, and are se 
cured together, in a novel and expeditious manner. 
Another object is to provide a novel handle for use 

on hand luggage, and the like, which is practical and e?i 
cient in operation, and which may be readily and econom 
ically manufactured in a novel and expeditious manner. 

Other and further objects of the present invention will 
_be apparent ‘from the following description and claims 
and are illustrated in the accompanying drawings which, 
by way of illustration, show the preferred embodiment of 
the present invention and the principles thereof, and what 
I now consider to be the best mode in which I have con 
templated applying these principles. Other embodiments 
'of the invention embodying the same or equivalent prin 
ciples may be used and structural changes may be made 
as desired by those skilled in the art without departing 
from the present invention and the purview of the ap~ 
pended claims. 

In the drawings: 
FIG. 1 is a side elevational view of a handle embody 

ing the principles of the present invention; 
FIG. 2 is a longitudinal sectional view through the 

handle shown in FIG. 1; 
FIG. 3 is a somewhat enlarged detail sectional view 

taken substantially along the line 3-3 in FIG. 1; 
FIG. 4 is a detail sectional view taken substantially 

along the line 4—4 in FIG. 1; and 
FIG. 5 is an exploded perspective view of the handle 

shown in FIG. 1. 
A handle 1, embodying the principles of the present in 

vention, is shown in the drawings to illustrate the pre 
ferred embodiment of the present invention. 
The handle 1 embodies, in general, an elongated, sub 

stantially channel-shaped backing member 2, having an 
elongated pad 3 mounted in the longitudinal central por 
tion thereof, and two socket members 4 and 5 mounted 
on opposite ends of the backing member 2 in position to 
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hold the respective ends of the backing member 2 to 
gether, and to hold the pad 3' in operative position in the 
backing member 2, FIGS. 2., 3 and 4. 
The backing member 2 is substantially channel-shaped 

in construction, embodying a body member 6, which may 
be made of any suitable material such as, for example, 
sheet steel, and a covering 7 extending over and covering 
the outer surface of the body member 6. The lateral edge 
portions of the covering '7 extend inwardly over and are 
attached to the outer edge portions of the inner surface 
of the body member 6, FIGS. 2 and 4. The covering 
7 may be made of any suitable material such as, for ex 
ample, leather or a suitable synthetic plastic, and may be 
secured to the body member'd by a suitable adhesive such 
as, for example, glue. . 
The backing member 2 is of a somewhat modi?ed U 

shape having a substantially straight, elongated central 
portion or bight portion 8 and two end portions 9 and 
10 projecting outwardly from respective opposite ends of 
the bight portion 8 at outwardly opening acute angles to 
the longitudinal center line of the bight portion 8, FIG. 2. 
The end portions 9 and 10‘ afford inwardly opening sockets 
at the opposite ends of the bight portion 8 and preferably 
are gradually diminishing in transverse cross section to 
ward their outer ends, FIG. 5. 
The pad 3 is preferably a substantially straight, elon 

gated member of circular cross section, and embodies a 
filler or padding 11 made of suitable material such as, for 
example, sponge rubber, with the outer peripheral surface 
of the padding l1 completely covered by a suitable cover 
ing 12., FIGS. 2 and 5. The covering 12 may be any 
suitable material such as, for example, leather or a suitable 
synthetic plastic, and may be secured to the padding 11 
by a suitable adhesive such as, for example, ‘glue. 

Prior to the assembling of the parts of the handle 1, 
the backing member 2 is preferably of substantially open 
channel-shape, having two elongated legs or ?anges l3 
and 14 disposed along and projecting from opposite re 
spective longitudinal edges of a web portion 15, FIG. 5. 
The pad 3 is of such size and shape, that when the parts 
of the backing member 2 are disposed in this position, the 
pad 3 may be readily inserted into the bight portion 8 
of the backing member 2, with the ends 16 and 17 of the 
pad 3 projecting into the ends 9 and 10 of the backing 
member 2. The ends 16 and 17 of the pad 3 are prefer 
ably bevelled in such a manner that when the pad 3 is 
disposed in normal position in the backing member 2, the 
ends 16 and 17 are disposed in substantially parallel rela 
tion to the longitudinal center lines of the ends 9 and 
10, respectively, of the backing member 2, FIG. 2. 

After the pad 3 has been mounted in the backing mem~ 
her 2 in the aforementioned manner, the end portions 18 
and '19 of the ?ange 14 may be bent inwardly there 
around toward the other ?ange 13, and the end portions 
20 and 21 of the ?ange 13 may be bent inwardly around 
the pad 3 toward the ?ange 14. As may be seen in FIG. 
5, the end portions 18 and 20 of the ?anges '14 and 13, 
respectively, are disposed in the end portion 9 of the 
backing member 2, and the end portions 19 and 21 are 
disposed in the end portion vl0 of the backing member 
2. The bending of the end portions 18-21 around the 
pad 3 is such that the end portions 18 and 20 terminate 
in spaced relation to each other, FIG. 3, and are disposed 
in ?rm holding engagement with the end 16 of the pad 
3, and the end portions 19 and 21 terminate in spaced 
relation to each other and are disposed in ?rm holding 
engagement with the end .17 of the pad 3. 
The socket members 4 and 5 are identical in construc~ 

tion and may be made from any suitable material such 
as, for example, sheet steel. Each may be made from an 
elongated strip of suitable sheet material such as, for ex 



guesses 
is” 

ample, the aforementioned steel, bent around its longitu 
dinal center portion and, around its longitudinal center 
line in a manner to afford a substantially cup-shaped 
socket member having an outer or closed end '22 and an 
open or. inner end 23, FIG. 5. The longitudinal center 
portion 24 of the strip of material from which the respec 
tive socket members 4 and 5 are formed, is smaller in 
width than the opposite end portions 25 and 26 thereof. 
The end portions 25 and 26 are each bent into a substan 
tially semi-cylindrical shape around their respective center 
lines, opening toward each other, FIG. 5, whereby the 
closed end 22 of the socket members 4 and 5 is in the 
form of a loop projecting rearwardly from the end por 
tions 25 and 26 for a purpose which will be discussed in 
greater detail presently. 
The end portion 26‘ of each strip from which the re 

spective socket members 4 or 5 is constructed, includes a 
?ange 27 on the end thereof opposite to the end 22, and 
the ?ange 27 is disposed substantially perpendicular to 
the end 26 and projects inwardly toward the other end 
portion 25. 

After the end portions 9 and 10 of the backing mem 
ber 2 have been closed around the end portions 16 and 17 
of the pad 3, as previously described, the socket mem 
bers 4 and 5 may be mounted on the end portions 9 and 
all), respectively. During the mounting of the socket 
members 4 and 5 on the end portions 9 and 10 respec 
tively, the end portions 25 and 26 thereof are preferably 
somewhat spaced from each other, as shown in FIG. 5,' 
so as to facilitate the ready mounting of the socket mem 
bers 4 and 5 on the end portions 9 and 10. In mounting 
the socket member 4 on' the end portion 9, it is moved 
inwardly thereover into position wherein the ?ange 27 of 
the socket member 4 is disposed inwardly of, and in abut 
ting engagement with, the inner edges 28 and 29 of the 
end portions 18 and 20 of the ?anges 14 and 13, respec 
tively. Likewise, in mounting the socket member 5 on 
the end portion 10, it is moved inwardly thereover into 
position wherein the ?ange 27 of the socket member 5 is 
disposed inwardly of, and in abutting engagement with, 
the inner edges 30 and 31 of the end portions 19 and 21 
of the ?anges 14 and 13, respectively. ‘ 

Thereafter, the end portions 25 and 26 of the socket 
members 4 and 5 may be squeezed inwardly toward each 
other into ?rm clamping engagement with the respective 
end portions 9 and 10 of the backing member 2, and may 
be secured in such position by suitable means such as 
rivets 32 and 33 extending through the end portions 9 
and 10, respectively, and the socket members 4 and 5, 
respectively, FIG. 2. Each of the socket members 4 and 
5 has two openings 34 and 35 through the end portions 
25 and 26 thereof, through which’the rivets 32 or 33 
may be inserted. The rivets 32 and 33 preferably extend 
through suitable openings 35 and 37 in the webs ‘15 of 
the end portions 9 and 10, respectively, and between the 
end portions 18 and 20 and the end portions 19 and 1211, 
respectively, FIG. 3. 
When the socket members {1 and 5 are so mounted on 
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the end portions 9 and 10, the ?anges 27 thereof project I 
inwardly past the ends 18 and 20, and the ends 19 and 
v21, respectively,‘ and dig into the end portions 16 and 17, 
respectively, of the pad 3, FIG. 2. Thus it will be seen 
that the socket members 4 vand 5 not only hold the end 
portions 9 and 10 in ?rm engagement with the ends 16 
and 17 of the pad 3, but the ?anges 27 of the socket 
members 4 and 5 also afford gripping members which 
bite into the pad 3. 
The pad 3 is preferably of such cross-sectional size and 
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shape that when it is mounted in the backing member 2, 
and is secured in operative position therein, as previously 
expressed, it is ?rmly seated therein with a relatively ‘snug 
?t, whereby it affords a pleasing appearance, and is effec 
tive to afford practical and ei?cient padding for the 
handle 1. " ‘i ' )9 " 

The handle 1 may be secured to a suitable article such 
as, for example, a piece of hand luggage,‘ and the like, by 
means of substantially U-shaped links 38 and 39 extended 
through the end’portion'22 of ‘the socket members 4 
and 5, respectively, and attached to suitable attaching 
devices 40 and 41, respectively, secured to the article to 
which the handle is to be attached. ' ' 
From the‘foregoing it will be seen that \I have af 

forded a novel and practical handle which is particularly 
Well adapted for use on hand luggage, and the like. 

Also, it will be seen that I have afforded a novel 
handle of the aforementioned type'iwhich' may be readily 
and economically produced’comm'ercially, and is e?i 
cient and practical in operation. ‘ ' ' 

Thus, while'l have illustrated and described the pre 
ferred embodiment of my invention, it is to be under 
stood that this is capable of variation and modi?cation, 
and I therefore do not wish to be limited to the precise 
details set forth, but desire to avail myself of such changes 
and alterations as fall within the purview of the follow 

‘ing claim. 
I_ claim: ' - 

A handle for carrying articles comprising an elon 
gated substantially channel-shaped backing member hav 
ing substantially tubular-shaped end portions, an elon 
gated pad mounted in said backing member with each end 
of said pad projecting into a respective one of said end 
portions, two socket members, each of said socket riterh~ 
bers including an upper, portion, a lower portion, and an 
end portion projecting from said upper. and lower por 

' tions in position to a?ord a substantially U-shaped fasten 
ing member projecting outwardly from said upper and 
lower portions, each of said lower portions having 'a 
?ange projecting toward said upper portion of the socket 
member of which it forms a part, each of said ‘socket 
members being mounted on a respective end portion of 
said backing ‘member with said ?ange on ‘said socket 
‘member disposed inwardly of said last mentioned'erid 
portion in abutting engagement with the inner edge poi" 
tion thereof, and elongated fastening members extending 
through said backing member and said upper and lower 
portions outwardly of said pad and in position to secure 
said socket members on respective end portions of said 

- backing member in position to clamp said ?anges in bit 
ing engagement withsaid' pad and in said abutting engage 
ment with said inner edge portions of said end portions 
of said backing member. ' 
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