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This invention relates to an improvement in portable 
partitions and deals particularly with a partition unit 
which may be used to divide a room into a series of 
relatively small compartments. 

Various types of structures which may be used for 
partition purposes have been constructed in the past. 
Some of these are generally rectangular in Shape and 
are supported upon standards which extend on opposite 
side of the plane of the partition 'to support it in a ver 
tical position. Certain such partitions can be placed in 
end to end relation to provide a separation between parts 
of the room or the like. The present device is of this 
same general nature and is for the same general purpose. 
However, the present structure obviates many of the 
dif?culties which have been previously experienced with 
devices of this type. 
A feature of the present invention resides in the pro 

visi-on of a partition embodying the generally rectangular 
frame which is preferably formed of a U-shaped frame 
member and a transverse cross member connecting oppo 
site sides of the ?rst frame member to form a rectlngular 
structure. Inverted U-shaped leg structures are em 
ployed preferably having casters at their lower ends. 
These leg units include a Vertical standard member which 
telescopes into the end of the U-shaped frame member 
to provide a partition frame of generally rectangular 
Shape. 
A feature of the present invention lies in the provision 

of grooved or slotted frame members into which an edge 
of a partition panel may extend. Preferably, the frame 
is tubular in cross section, the cross sectional shape of 
the tube being a matter of choice. A slot is provided 
extending longitudinally of the tubular frame and along 
the inner surface of the U-shaped frame member. The 
panel which is usually a ?at sheet of composition mate 
rial has its edges enclosed within the tubular frmne mem 
bers to sim'plifyl the construction of the partition unit and 
to reduce the cost thereof. 
A further feature of the present invention lies in the 

leg units which support the partition frame. Each leg 
unit includes a generally U-shaped tubular member hav 
ing a central standard projecting upwardly parallel to 

10 

15 

20 

25 

30 

40 

45 

the parallel arms of the U. The arms of one U-shaped ' 
member are longer than the arms of the other. As a' 
result, if two partition units are placed at right angular ~ 
relationship, the taller leg unit of one partition member 
overlies the shorter leg unit of the other partition so that 
the ends of the partition may be in substantially abutting 
relation. 
.A feature of the present invention resides in the fact 

that by providing leg units which overlap, it is possible 
to divide a room into parallel booths or smaller rooms 
with the ends of the partition units abutting together to 
form a close connection. In a similar manner,-a parti 
tion structure may be provided having a series of parti 
tion units in end to end relation in a substantially com 
mon plane and having other partition panels extending 
at right angles to the ?rst panels and in extending in 
oppo'site direotions therefrom from the Corners or points 
of connection therebetween. › › - 

A further feature of the present invention resides in 
the fact that the cross member which connects the oppo 
site arms of the U-shaped frame of the partition unit to 
formthe fourth side of the frame structure may be de 
tachably secured to the sides of the U-shaped member. 
to hold the same in parallel spaced relation. When the 
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means fastening the cross member to the sides of the 
U-shaped member are rem-oved, the U-shaped members 
may be sprung or ?exed su?iciently to permit detachment 
of the cross member. 
A further feature of the present invention resides in 

the provisio-n of a means for holding the panel tightly in 
place within its groove. The tubing which is used in the 
production of the frames of the partition unit, are usually 
roll formed, and it is impossible to maintain the width 
of the groove at the eXact dimension to ?t the panel with 
which it is used. Accordingly, spring clips are provided 
which may be inserted between one surface of the panel 
and an edge of the groove. These clips hold the panel 
snugly in place at all times and compensate for varia 
tions in the width of the groove as well as for variations 
in the thickness of the panels used. ` . 

These and other objects and novel feature of the pres 
ent invention will be more clearly and fully set forth in 
the following speci?cation and claims: 

In the drawings forrning a part of my speci?cation, 
FIGURE 1 is a perspective view of the partition panel 

showing the construction thereof. Å 
FIGURE 2 illustrates diagrammatically one manner in 

which a series of partition panels may be empiloyed to 
divide a room into a series of smaller areas. 
FIGURE 3 is an elevation view of the partition panel, ` 

p'ortions of the structure being broken away so that the 
remainder thereof may be shown on an enlarged scale. 
FIGURE 4 is a sectional veiw through a portion of the 

supporting frame, the position of the section being indi 
cated by the line 4-4 of FIGURE 3. 
FÍGURE 5 is a perspective view of one form of spring 

clip which may be used to hold the panel snugly in the 
supporting groove. 
FIGURE 6 is a rnodi?ed form of clip which may be 

used in place of the clip shown in FIGURE 5. 
FIGURE 7 is a perspective view showing a detail of 

the manner in which the cross member may be attached 
to the U-shaped frame member. 
FIGURE 8 is a cross-sectional view through the top of 

the supporting frame, the position of the section being 
indicated by the line 8-8, FIGURE 3. 
FIGURE 9 is a perspective view of four of the leg units 

of four different partition panels showing the manner in 
which the leg units may be arranged so that four different 
partition units may diverge from a single corner. 
FIGURE 10 is a top plan view of the adjoining ends 

of four pirtition units showing the leg units arranged as 
illustrated in FIGURE 9 of the drawings. 
Each partition unit is indicated in general by the letter 

A. Each of the partition units is identical in form with 
the other units although the partition units are com 
mercially furnished in different sizes. The units vary 
both in width and in height to suit a particular installa 
tion. For this purpose they are manufactured in different 
sizes. In each instance, the legs units are all identical. 

In general, each partition unit A includes an inverted 
generally U-shaped frame member 10 which includes a 
top member 11, and parallel side members 12 and 13. 
The side members 12 and 13 are parallel and are at right ' 
angles to the top member 11. 
The supporting frame also includes a cross member 

14. The cross member is attached to the sides 12 and 
13 of the frame as is best illustrated in FIGURE 7 of the 
drawings. The arrangement illustrated is preferred be 
cause of its simplicity and particular usefulness. How 
ever, this cross frame member could be otherwise con 
nected if preferred. 
The U-shaped member 10 is provided with a slot 15 

which extends longitudinally of each frame member and 
is on the inner side thereof. The frame member origi 
nally is usually supplied in straight lengths and apparatus > 



3 
has been produced for bending these lengths into U 
shaped form without materially changing the width of the 
slot 15. As the slot is on the inside surface of the frame 
it is capable of accommodating the marginal edges of a 
panel such as 16, the panels 16 usually being formed of 
composition such as that known to the trade as Masonite. 
The surfaces of the panel 16 are usually painted or 
treated to provide a writing surface or blackboard so 
that the partition may serve the double purpose of a di 
viding member and also a blackboard for demonstra 
tion purposes. 
A lug such as that íllustrated in general by the numerals 

17 is secured to the sides 12 and 13 of the U-shaped frame 
member in opposed relation. Each lug 17 is of an out 
side diameter to snugly ?t within the passage through the 
cross member 14. In the particular arrangement illus 
trated, the lug 17 is divided into two Sections 19 and 20 
on opposite sides of the slot 15. The purpose of this 
arrangement is to provide a rectangular frame into which 
the panel 16 may extend and so that it is not necessary 
to notch the corners of the panel 16 which otherwise 
could not project into the portion of the slot 15 from 
which the lug 17 extended. However, if preferred, the 
Corners of the panel 16 may be notched so that the lug 
17 may be a single part. 
The cross member 14 is preferably of the same cross 

sectional shape as the U-shaped member 10 and in opera 
tion is arranged with the groove 21 thereof uppermost. 
When engaged, the cross member 14 combines with the 
U-shaped frame 10 to provide a generally rectangular 
slotted frame for enclosing all of the marginal edge of 
the panel 16. 
The ends of the cross member 14 enclose the lug 17. 

Aligned apertures such as 22 are provided in the ends of 
the cross member 14 and corresponding apertures such as 
23 are provided in the portions 19 and 20 of the lug 17. 
Pins, bolts or cap screws may be inserted through the 
apertures 22 and into the aperture 23 to hold the cross 
bar in place. These pins or bolts hold the frame rigid 
and prevent the sides of the U-shaped member 10 from 
spreading apart. 
The material of which the frame portions are made 

are usually eXtruded ín tubular form with the groove 
therein. It is extremely dif?cult to form the tubular 
frame members with the grooves 15 exactly the same 
width throughout the length of the tubular members. 
This fact, coupled with the fact that the material forming 
the panel 16 might also change in thickness to some ex 
tent makes it di?icult to ?t the marginal edges of the 
panels in the groove if they are of proper size to snugly 
accommodate the panel. Accordingly, the grooves 15 
and 21 are preferably made slightly wider than is neces 
sary in order to be sure to accommodate the panel 16 even 
though these panels may not be of exact thickness. 

In order to hold the panel from movement within the 
grooves 15 and 21, spring clips of the type íllustrated in 
FIGURE 5 of the drawings may be employed. The spring 
clips 24 are formed of ?at spring metal and are bent or 
arced so that the center portion of the clip is offset from 
a plane through the ends of the clip. The spring mate 
rial is suf?ciently resilient and ?exible so that it may be 
sprung into ?at form without springing past the elastic 
limit of the material. A pair of opposed ears 25 are 
struck from the body of the clip 24, the ends 26 of these 
ears being in spaced parallel relation. The ends 26 
are spaced apart a distance equal to the thickness of the 
tubing or may be spaced somewhat farther apart when 
these clips are to extend through telescope tubing in a 
manner which will be later described. 

After the panel 16 is in place with its marginal edge 
engaged in the frame, the spring clips 24 are inserted 
between one surface of the panel 16 and an edge of the 
slot 15. One end of the clip 24 is inserted into the tube 
in the manner íllustrated in FIGURE 4 of the drawings 
until the innermost of the tongues or ears 25 engages 
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4 
against the inner wall of the tube or tubes. When thus 
engaged, the panel 16 is urged under spring tension 
against the opposite side of the groove 15. These clips 
thus prevent the panel 16 from being loose in the frame 
and hold the panel from movement in any direction. 

In place of the spring clips íllustrated in 24, the re 
silient members 27 best íllustrated in FIGURE 6 of the 
drawings, may be employed. The members 27 may be 
provided with a ?at surface 29 designed to engage against 
the surface of the panel 16 and an arcuate opposite sur 
face 30. This arcuate surface 30 is provided with a cen 
tral groove 31 which is at least as wide as the portion 
of the frame through which it extends. The p ugs 27 
are formed of rubber or similar ?exible resilient material 
and the portion of the plugs on one side of the groove 
is compressed as the plugs pass between a wall of a groove 
and the panel 16 to hold the panel 16 ?rmly against the 
opposite side of the groove. 
Each of the upright sides 12 and 13 of the U-shaped 

member 10 have open lower ends and are designed to,` 
accommodate a leg unit. As is indicated in FIGURES 
1 and 3 of the drawings, the lower end of the tubular 
side 12 is provided with a leg unit indicated in general 
by the numeral 32. The lower end of the frame side 
13 is provided with a similar leg unit 28. While the leg 
units are quite similar in form, they are not identical for 
reasons which will be later described in detail. 
Each leg unit 32 includes a generally inverted U-shaped 

tubular element having a horizontal top portion 33 and 
downwardly turned extremities 35 and 36 at opposite ends 
thereof. The lower ends of the downwardly projecting 
portions 35 and 36 are preferably equipped with casters 
37 and 39 so that the leg unit may be rolled along the 
?oor. 
Each of the U-shaped frame members 32 is provided 

with a central upwardly extendíng standard portion 40 
which is also usually tubular in form. Each tubular 
standard 40 is of proper exterior diameter to ?t within 
the lower end of the frame side 12 into telescopic relation 
with the member 12. A set screw such as 41 is provided 
for holding the standard 32 of the leg unit in adjusted 
re'ation with respect to the frame side 12. 
The leg unit 28 similarly includes a pair of U-shaped 

frame members including horizontally extendíng top por 
tions 42 which are bent at their ends to form vertically 
extendíng leg portions 43 and 44. These leg portions are 
preferably ?tted in their lower ends with casters 45 and 
46. This portion of the leg unit 28 diifers from the leg 
unit 32 in that the vertically extendíng leg portions 43 
and 44 are somewhat longer than the corresponding 
downwardly projecting leg portions 35 and 36 of the 
leg units 32. Vertically extendíng tubular standard por 
tions 47 project upwardly from the centers of the hori 
zontally extendíng portions 42 of these units. 
The standard portions 47 are designed to ?t into the 

lower ends of the frame side 13 to be in telescoping re 
lation thereto. A thumb screw such as 49 is provided 
in the frame side 13 and this thumb screw may be tight 
ened to hold the leg units and frame in any adjusted 
relation. 
The purpose of providing the legs of one leg unit longer 

than the legs of the similar unit at the other end of the 
partition is to permit adjoining partition units to be posi 
tioned in right angular relationship with their ends in 
substantially abutting relation. Such an arrangement is 
íllustrated in FIGURES 9 and 10 of the drawings. In 
these views, it will be noted that two of the partitions A 
may be inserted in end to end relation with the leg units 
32 being in side by side relation as indicated in these 
?gures. The partition frame and panel have been elimi 
nated in FIGURE 9 of the drawings so that the leg units 
may be íllustrated more in detail. 

After the two partitions are arranged in end to end re 
lation in a substantially common plane, two additional 
partition units may be inserted at right angles thereto. 
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In doing so, the partition units are turned so that the 
leg units 28 provide the abutting ends of these units. As 
the leg units 28 are somewhat taller than the leg units 32, 
these leg units may be rolled over the leg units 32 so that 
the ends of the partition panels to which these leg units 
28 are secured may also extend in a substantially com 
mon plane and in right angular relation to the ends of 
the ?rst two abutting panels. 
The same arrangement is possible at the opposite ends 

of either two pairs of aligned panels. The other ends of 
the partition panels bearing the leg units at one end are 
provided with the higher leg units 28 at the opposite 
end. Before moving the next pair of higher leg units 
into substantial engagement, the lower leg units 32 of a 
similar pair of partitions may be telescoped or rolled 
underneath the same to provide a corresponding con 
struction at the other end of these ?rst mentioned parti 
tion units. 
Thus it will be seen that I have provided a novel and 

effective panel unit which may be constructed at rela 
tively low cost and which is extremely effective for its 
purpose. The arrangement is also such that a series of 
partition panels may be arranged in such a manner as to 
produce a series of rooms or booths with the ends of the 
partition units in end abutting or right angular relation. 

In accordance with the patent statutes, I have de 
scribed the princíples of construction and operation of 
my partition unit, and while I have endeavored to set 
forth the best embodiment thereof, I desire to have it 
understood that obvious changes may be made within 
the scope of the following claims without departing from 
the spirit of my invention. 

I claim: 
l. A portable partition including a tubular frame hav 

ing an inwardly directed slot extending along the inner 
periphery thereof to provide oppositely spaced edges, a 
panel having its marginal edges extending into said slot, 
and means supporting said panel in a generally Vertical 
plane, said slot being wider than the thickness of said 
panel, and including resilient means interposed between 
said panel and one edge of said slot for urging said panel 
against the other edge of said slot, the ends of said 
resilient means engaging said panel, said resilient means 
having spaced, raised portions engaging both the inner 
and outer surfaces of said tubular frame. 

2. The structure of claim l and in which the resilient 
means comprises a curved resilient strip. 

3. The structure of claim 1 and in which the resilient 
means comprises an arcuate spring strip including shoul 
der means projecting therefrom engageable with said 
tubular frame inwardly and outwardly of said slot. 

4. The structure of claim 1 and in which said resilient 
means comprises a tapered plug of compressible material. 
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6 
5. A portable partition including a generally rec 

tangular frame, a panel supported to said frame, inverted 
generally U-shaped leg units supporting opposite ends of 
said frame and arranged on planes at substantially right 
angles to the plane of said frame, each leg unit including 
a central generally horizontal portion and downwardly 
projecting legs at opposite ends of said central portion, 
the legs of one leg unit being materially longer than 
the legs of the other unit to perrnit the leg unit hav 
ing the shorter legs to extend beneath a similar leg unit 
having longer legs when two partitions are |brought to 
gether. 

6. A portable partition including a generally rectangu 
lar panel, means supporting said panel on a substantially 
Vertical plane including leg units of inverted generally 
U-shaped form supported on planes intersecting the 
plane of the panel at substantially right angles, the 
generally U-shaped leg units including a cross bar form 
ing the base of the U and centrally connected to the 
panel and downwardly projecting legs at opposite ends 
thereof, the legs of the leg unit at one end of the frame 
being longer than the legs at the other end thereof with 
the sum of the Vertical distance from said cross bar to 
the upper ends of the legs at said one end plus the length 
of said legs at said one end being equal to the sum of 
the Vertical distance from said cross bar to the upper 
ends of the legs at said other end plus the length of the 
legs at said other end, whereby when two portable par 
titions are placed at right angles with the ends abut 
ting in right angular relation, the higher leg unit of one 
partitíon may extend over the lower leg unit of the other 
partition. 

7. The structure of claim 6 and in which the panel is 
encirclecl by a tubular frame having downwardly ex 
tending tubular sockets, and including upwardly project 
ing shanks centrally on said cross bar telescoping into 
said sockets. 
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