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The present invention relates generally to closure and 
carrier means and is more specifically related to means 
for packaging and merchandising goods in bags. 
Many devices have been proposed for packaging and 

merchandising bagged goods including many bag closure 
devices, and many devices for supporting and carrying 
bags. For the most part, however, the known devices 
have been relatively complicated and expensive to make 
and use, have required special fastener devices and spe 
cial machine operations, and furthermore, have not been 
reusable in the sense that once the bag is opened it can 
not be safely closed or restored to its original unopened 
condition. For these and other reasons the known devices 
have not been entirely satisfactory. 
The foregoing and other disadvantages of the known 

devices are overcome by the present invention which com 
prises a bag having a body with sealed edges, a closure for 
the bag formed by a folded down ñap portion of one or 
more of the bag walls adjacent to the open side edge there 
of, said tiap portion having opposed end edges attached 
to the sealed side edges of the bag body, and a carrier 
device including a foldable member having one portion 
which is adapted to be positioned between the folded 
down ñap portion and the bag body, and another portion 
foldable against said one portion about the folded down 
flap portion, said other portion having means thereon 
cooperating with said one portion to maintain said car 
rier device in folded condition and to support the ybag. 
A principal object of the present invention is to pro 

vide improved means for packaging and merchandlsmg 
bagged goods. . 

Another object is to provide inexpensive means for 
closing and carrying a bag. I 
Another object is to simplify the constructlon of bag 

merchandising means. 
Another object is to provide a resuable bag closure and 

carrier device. 
Another object is to provide improved closure means 

for a bag. 
Another object is to reduce waste and pilferage of 

bagged goods. 
Still another object is to eliminate al1 need for auxiliary 

fastener devices such as staples and the like from mer 
chandise display bags. 

These and other objects and advantages of the present 
invention will become apparent after considering the fol 
lowing detailed description of several preferred embodi 
ments in conjunction with the accompanying drawing. 

In the drawings: 
FIG. l is an elevational view of a bag constructed to 

be used according to the present invention; 
FIG. 2 is a fragmentary cross-sectional view on line 

2_2 of FIG. l which, when considered with FIG. l, 
shows the bag to be open; 
FIG. 3 is a fragmentary cross-sectional view similar to 

FIG. 2 but showing the bag closed instead of> open; 
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2 
FIG. 4 is an elevational view of a closure and carrier 

device for use with the bag of FIGS. l-3, the device being 
shown in its flat unfolded condition; 

FIG. 5 is an end view of the closure and carrier device 
of FIG. 4, the device being shown folded; 
FIG. 6 is a fragmentary cross-sectional view showing a 

bag and a carrier and closure device therefor assembled 
according to the present invention; 
FIG. 7 is a fragmentary cross-sectional view similar 

to FIG. 2 showing a modified form of bag in open condi 
tion; 

FIG. 8 is a fragmentary cross-sectional view of the bag 
o-f FIG. 7, the bag being shown in closed condition; 

FIG. 9 is a fragmentary perspective view showing the 
modified bag of FIGS. 7 and 8 assembled with a closure 
and carrier device; and 
FIG. l0 is a fragmentary cross-sectional view taken on 

line 10--10 of FIG. 9, the closure and carrier device being 
shown supporting the bag on a display rod. 

Referring to the drawing 'by reference numbers, the 
number 20 refers to a bag constructed according to the 
present invention. The bag 2.0 has flexible walls 22 and 
24 which are connected together along opposite side edges 
or seams 26 and 28 and along bottom edge 30. The side 
and bottom edges also can be provided with gussets such 
as the gusset 32 (FIG. l) for increased capacity, if de 
sired. 
The top of the wall 24 is provided with a closure ñap 

34 which may be integral, as shown, or applied in any 
suitable manner. The flap 34 extends the full width of 
thewbag and has its ends 26a and 28a attached to the 
associated side edges or side seams 26 and 28 of the bag 
20. In FIG. 2 the bag 20 is shown with the closure flap 
34 folded down adjacent to the outside surface of the 
wall 24 thereby providing an open entrance 36 to the 
bag 20. In FIG. 3 the ñap 34 is folded over the entrance 
36 to a position adjacent the wall 22 thereby closing the 
bag 20. Changing from the open to the closed condition 
is accomplished quickly and easily by inserting the thumbs 
or index fingers in the space between the ends of the 
closure flap 34 and the adjacent bag wall and reversing 
the position thereof by a simple wrist movement. 
A closure and carrier member 38 (FIGS. 4 and 5) is 

installed on the bag 20 when the bag is in the closed 
condition (FIG. 3). The member 3S is formed of a 
piece of cardboard or similar bindable material and is 
constructed having a tuck portion 40 which is approxi 
mately as long as the bag is wide and approximately as 
wide as the closure flap 34. The member 33 also has a 
body portion 42 which is the same length as the member 
40 and which is connected to the tuck portion 40 along a 
fold line 44. A third portion 46 of the member 38 is 
attached to the portion 42 on the opposite side thereof 
from the portion 40 and is in the same plane as the por 
tion 42. The third portion 46 has a hole 4S therethrough 
and one or more bendable tabs 50 are formed therein 
adjacent to the junction between the portions 42 and 
46. The tabs 50 have free ends formed in the portion 42, 
and the tabs 50 are formed integral with the portion 46. 
When the portion 40 is folded to a position adjacent to 
the portion 42 (FIG. 5) the free edge thereof is posi 
tioned under the tabs Sil and adjacent the body 42 and in 
this way is maintained in folded condition. 

_ In FIG. 6 the closure and carrier member 38 is shown 
attached to the bag 20, and the bag is shown suspended 
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on a display rod 52. This is done by closing the bag 
20 as shown in FIG. 3 and inserting the tuck portion 40 
of the member 38 in the space between the closure ñap 
34 and the wall 22. The portion 42 is then folded against 
the closure iiap 34 and the tabs 50 moved to positions em 
bracing the free edge of the bag and the associated free 
edge of the portion 40. The bag is then ready to be dis 
played and can be suspended on the rod 52 with other 
similar bags. 

In FIGS. 7 and 8 is shown a modified bag 120 which 
has two, instead of one, closure fiaps 134a and 134]). 
Both of the flaps 134a and 134k have their opposite end 
edges attached to the associated side edges or seamed 
edges 128 of the bag in the manner as described above 
for the fiap 34. The reference numbers used in con 
nection with the modified bag 120 are the same as are 
used for the bag 20 except that they are increased by 101i. 
The closure fiap 134/1 in the modified bag 120 is 

formed integral with the bag wall 122 and the closure 
fiap 134b is formed integral with the bag wall 124. These 
flaps 13401 and 134]), of course, may be applied to the 
bag instead of being integral. In FIG. 7 the bag 120` is 
shown open with both of the closure tiaps 134a and 13411 
folded to positions adjacent their associated integral con 
nected bag walls 122 and 124 respectively. 

In FIG. 8 the bag 120 is shown closed with the closure 
flap 134:1 the same as when open and with the fiap 134b 
folded to a position over the closure fiap 13451. A closure 
and carrier member 138 is installed on the bag 120 by 
inserting the portion 140 thereof in the space defined by 
the bag wall 122 on one side and both of the closure flaps 
134a and 134b on the other. The member 138 is then 
folded and hooked to the bag in the same way described 
above for the member 38. For illustrative purposes, how 
ever, the member 138 is shown having a single bendable 
tab 150 (FIGS. 9 and l0) instead of two as in the mem 
ber 38. 

Obviously, the modified bag construction 120 could 
also be closed having the closure tiap 134a folded over 
the closure flap 134b without changing the invention. 
An advantage is obtained using the modified bag 120 

instead of the bag 20 in that both wall members of the 
bag 120 and their associated flaps extend over the portion 
140 of the member 138. This means that both walls are 
supported by the carrier device 138 and this makes it 
more difiicult to pilfer the bag 120 because both walls 
thereof are supported and are also embraced by the tabs 
150. This is particularly important when the bags are 
constructed of a flimsy material such as polyethylene 
plastic or some other similar fiexible material. Further 
more, by using the modified bag 120 the contents of the 
bag are less likely to accidentally fall out during shipment, 
storage and display. 
Thus it is apparent that there has been shown and 

described closure and carrier means for bags and the 
like which fulfill all of the objects and advantages sought 
therefor, said means comprising a bag member having 
side walls connected adjacent two opposite side edges 
thereof and adjacent one end edge, and a closure fiap 
attached to one of said side Walls adjacent to the other 
end edge, said closure fiap also being attached adjacent its 
end edge to the associated side edges of the bag, and a 
closure and carrier member having a first portion adapted 
to be inserted in the space between the closure flap and one 
of the side walls of the bag, and a second portion con 
nected to the first portion and foldable to a position ad 
jacent thereto, said second portion having means thereon 
adapted to engage the first portion for maintaining said 
first and second portions in folded together position. 
Many changes, modifications and variations of the 

present device will become apparent and be suggested to 
those skilled in the art after considering this specification 
and the accompanying drawing. All such changes, modi 
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4 
fications and variations which do not depart from the 
spirit and scope of the invention are deemed to be covered 
by the invention which is limited only by the claims 
which follow. 
What is claimed is: 
l. Means for merchandising goods in bags having body 

portions formed by two connected side walls open along 
one side edge thereof, and having a closure flap attached 
to one of said side walls adjacent the open side edge, said 
closure flap being foldable to a position adjacent to the 
bag body and having opposed end edges connected to 
edges of the bag adjacent to said one open side edge, the 
improvement comprising providing a foldable member 
having a first portion slidable to a position between the 
closure iiap and the adjacent body side wall, a second 
portion foldable to a position adjacent to said first por 
tion `on the opposite side of the closure iiap, and means 
carried by said second portion for engaging said first 
portion to maintain the folded condition thereof. 

2. The means for merchandising goods in bags defined 
in claim 1 wherein a closure ñap is attached to both of 
said bag side walls adjacent to said open side edge and 
the first and second portions of the foldable member are 
positioned on opposite sides of said closure flaps when 
one of the closure flaps is moved to a position over the 
open side edge of the bag and over the other closure iiap. 

3. The means for merchandising goods in bags defined 
in claim 1 wherein said means carried by said second 
portion of the foldable member for engaging said first 
portion includes a bendable tab. 

4. A bag comprising a body having two connected 
Walls open along one side edge thereof, a fiap formed 
on an extension of both walls adjacent to said open side 
edge, said flaps being folded to positions adjacent to their 
associated integral side wall and attached at the end there 
of to the associa-ted side edges of the bag body adjacent 
said open side edge, both of said flaps being reversely 
foldable to positions extending over the other fiap and 
over the open side edge of the bag to close the bag or 
to positions adjacent lto their associated bag walls to open 
the bag. 

5. The bag defined in claim 4 wherein a closure and 
carrier device is attached thereto, said device comprising 
a foldable member having a first panel adapted to be 
positioned between one of said body walls and the as 
sociated flap, and a second panel foldable to a position 
adjacent to said first panel, one of said panels having 
means thereon for maintaining the folded condition of the 
foldable member. 

6. Closure and `carrier means for bags having front 
and rear walls connected along two opposite side edges 
and an end edge and open along another end edge, a 
closure flap formed by an extension of one of said walls 
adjacent said open end edge, said closure fiap having end 
edges attached to the associated side edges of the bag 
adjacent said open end, the improvement comprising 
closure and carrier means for said bags, said means in 
cluding a member having first and second portions fold 
able to positions against each other, said first portion be 
mg of a size and shape to be positioned between the bag 
closure fiap and the adjacent bag wall, whereupon said 
second portion is foldable to a position adjacent to said 
ñrst portion, said second portion having means formed 
thereon by engaging said first portion to maintain said 
first and second portions in folded together condition on 
the bag. 

7. Closure and carrier means for bags having front 
and rear Walls connected along two opposite side edges 
and an end edge and open along another end edge, and 
a closure fiap formed by an extension of one of said 
walls adjacent the open end edge, said closure flap hav 
ing a length approximately equal to the distance between 
the side edges of the bag and end edges attached to the 
side edges of the bag adjacent to the said open end edge, 
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the improvement comprising closure and carrier means 
for such bags including a closure member having a ñrst 
portion adapted to just fit into the space between the 
closure ñap and the adjacent bag wall, a second portion 
foldable to a position adjacent to the opposite side of the 
closure ñap and adjacent to said first portion, and means 
on one of said por-tions engageable with the other portion 
and with the bag to hold Ithe closure member on the bag. 

8. The closure and carrier means for bags defined in 

6 
closure member engageable with the other portion in 
cludes a resilient bendable tab. 
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