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opening 49 to combine with the spring clip 46 for de 
tachably mounting the block or bed 45 immovably on 
the‘ upper side of the lever 24. The block 45 is provided 
with a depending lip 51 at is forward end forming a 
shield which is disposed beyond a tapered pointed for 
ward end 52 of the head 32. 
A U-shaped member 53 is disposed around the under 

side of the lever 24 and has upwardly extending legs 54 
which straddle said lever and extend upwardly there 
from. The member 53 may be welded, as seen at 56, 
or otherwise secured to the lever 24 and the legs 54 there 
of are provided with aligned apertures 55 which are 
disposed above said lever 24. Said member 53 is dis 
posed Ibetween the handle 27 and the block d5. 
The lever 25 includes two transversely spaced bars 

57 which are formed of a spring metal having laterally 
offset substantially parallel end portions '5S and S9 con 
nected by an intermediate portion 60. ri‘îhe end portion 
58 forms the jaw portion of the lever 25 and a plate 
61 is secured against the inner edges of the bars 57, 
as by welding, as indicated at 56, so that said plate is 
located adjacent the terminal of the lever jaw 5S. The 
other ends of the bars 57, constituting a part of the lever 
end 59, are brought together in abutting engagement and 
are restricted and tapered to provide an elongated spike 
62 which is embedded in an end of a handle 63 for se 
cuning the handle to said lever end 59. As best seen 
in FIGURES 3 and 5, the parts of the bars 57 forming 
the lever portion 60` have aligned studs or pins 64 fixed 
to and projecting inwardly therefrom and which detach 
ably engage turnably in the openings 55 for pivotally 
connecting the lever 25 to the lever 24. The bars 57 
are sufficiently resilient so that said bars can be sprung 
apart from their substantially parallel positions, as seen 
in FIGURE 5, for engaging the pins 64 with the o-pen 
ings 55 or for disengaging the pins therefrom. One of 
the bars 57 is provided with an angular extension 65 
having a terminal portion 66 extending partially across 
the gap between said bars and which is offset therefrom 
to form a stop. The stop 66 is disposed to engage the 
underside of the iever 24 when the tongs 23 are in an 
open position, as seen in FIGURE l, `and to prevent 
the lever 25 swinging further in a counterclockwise di 
rection relative to the lever 24. With the tongs 23- in an 
open position, as seen in FIGURE l, the tag 16 is in 
serted into the jaws of the tongs from right to left and 
when the lower side 18 of the tag is seated in the recess 
48 with the bend of the tag in an innermost position, 
the free end of the other side 19 of the tag will bear 
slidably against the upper jaw plate 6i. 
Assuming that the plug ¿i3 is connected to an electrical 

outlet and that the plastic tag 16 is mounted in the tongs, 
as seen in FIGURE l, the combination 1S is ready for 
use `for applying the tag 16, assuming that the resistance 
element 40 has heated the heat conduct-ing head 32. If 
the tag 16 is to be »applied to an animal’s ear, not shown, 
for exampie, a part of the ear is inserted into the tag 
after which a gripping pressure is exerted on the handles 
Z7 and 63 for swinging the handles toward one another 
for closing the jaws of the tongs and for closing the tag 
16. As the tag 16 is ñexed or deformed from its open 
position of FIGURE 1 toward its closed position of FIG 
URE 8, the pointed prongs 2t) will initially pierce the 
ear or other article to be tagged, after which said prongs 
will pass through the two openings 22 and into contact 
with the head part 50. The part 5@ is suñiciently hot 
to cause the pointed end portions of the prongs 2i] to 
melt quickly and be fused or welded around the openings 
22, as seen at 67 in FIGURES 8 and 9, to thus lock the 
tag in a closed position attached to the article or element 
to be tagged thereby. The outer surface of either or 
both sides of the tag 16 may contain suitable identifying 
indicia. The tong jaws can then be returned to an open 
position and disengaged from the closed tag i6. It will 
thus be seen that the tag is closed and locked and the 
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4 
prongs thereof caused to pierce the article to which the tag 
is applied by a single closing operation of the tongs 23. 
When the tongs 23 are used for the aforedescnibed pur 
pose, the plug 43 is preferably connected to an elec 
trical outlet having a thenmostat control to avoid over 
heating the heat conducting head 32. 
The block 45 can be removed from the tube 26, by dis 

engagement of the clip 46, so that the point 52 can 
then be utilized as a conventional soldering iron nose. 
If desired, the lever 25 can be disengaged from the lever 
24 for using the implement as a soldering iron and can 
be passed over the forward end of the tube 26 by discon 
necting the head 32, which can thereafter be readily re 
applied. When the implement is used as a soldering 
iron the plug 43 is connected to a conventional outlet 
not having a heat control attachment. 

Various modifications and changes are contemplated 
and may be restored to, without departing from the 
function or scope of the invention as hereinafter defined 
by the appended claims. 

I claim as my invention: 
l. A device of the character described comprising a 

first lever and a second lever, means pivotally connecting 
said levers together in cross relation to one another at 
a point spaced from the lever ends, said levers having 
complementary ends forming tong jaws adapted to re 
ceive therebetween `an open identifying tag, when said 
jaws are in `an open position, said levers having opposite 
ends forming handle portions manually operable for 
closing the jaws to effect a closing of the tag, heating 
means carried by one of said jaws and including a part 
disposed to weld parts of the tag in a closed position, 
when said jaws are closed, and a heat insulating mem 
ber carried by said jaw and disposed between said heat 
ing means and the tag and having a portion surrounding 
said part of the heating means. 

2. A device as defined by claim l, said heating means 
including .a heat transmitting element having an out 
wandly projecting tapered point forming a soldering iron 
nose. 

3. Tag applying tongs comprising a pair of levers 
pivotally connected together at a point spaced from 
the ends of the levers, said levers having complementary 
ends forming jaws and opposite ends forming handles for 
moving the jaws to open and closed positions, said jaws, 
when in an open position, being adapted to receive there 
between `an open tag, lheating means carried by one of 
the jaws and including a part disposed to weld parts 
of the tag together for sealing the tag closed when the 
jaws are moved to a closed position, and a heat insulating 
member carried by said jaw and disposed between said 
heating means and the tag and having a portion sur 
rounding said part of the heating means. 

4. rPag applying ton-gs as in claim 3, said heat insulat 
ing member including means engaging a portion of the 
tag to retain the tag correctly positioned so that said 
tag parts will be disposed in close proximity to said part 
of the heating means when the jaws are moved to a 
closed position. 

5. A tag applying tool comprising a pair of levers 
pivotally connected to one another in crossed relation 
at a point spaced from the ends of said levers, said 
levers having complementary ends forming jaws, a mem 
ber mounted on a iirst one of said jaws and having a 
recessed face disposed to face the other second jaw, said 
member having an opening extending through a part of 
said face, a heating element carried by said first jaw and 
having a part disposed in said opening, said recessed 
face being adapted to receive and position -a part of a 
tag with an opening thereof in registration with the 
opening of said member, said second jaw being adapted 
to engage another part of the tag having a fusible prong 
projecting toward the opening of said ñrst mentioned 
tag part, and said jaws being swingable toward closed 
positions for causing the prong to pass through the open 
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ing of the ñrst mentioned tag part and into the opening 
of said member to be heated by said heating element part 
for «fusing the prong to the ñrst mentioned part of the 
tag to heat seal the tag in a closed position. 

6. A tag »applying tool as im. claim 5, said member be 
ing formed of a heat insulating material for heat insulat 
ing the tag, except the parts thereof which are heat 
sea-led together, from said heating element. 
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