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This invention relates to devices used in molding meat 
patties and the like, these devices being generally referred 
to as hamburger rings. More particularly, the present 
invention relates to a hamburger ring which is readily 
adjustable for forming patties of various diameters. 
Numerous hamburger rings or molds have been pro 

posed in the prior art but these devices have generally 
been so constructed that they are adapted to produce 
patties of one given size. It is highly desirable to pro_ 
duce patties of different sizes for different purposes or 
occasions and for domestic use it is not feasible to pro 
vide numerous rings for such various purposes. 
The present invention provides an extremely simple 

and e?'ective hamburger ring structure which is readily 
adjustable to provide a ring portion of any size within 
certain predetermined limits. According to the novel con 
struction of the present invention it is merely neces 
sary to rotate the handle member of the device relative 
to the ring portion thereof to release the ring portion 
for adjusting movement and to subsequently secure the 
same in a desired position of adjustment. 

In the drawings: 
FIG. 1 is a general elevational view of one form of 

the device of the present invention; 
FIG. 2 is a side elevational view thereof taken generally 

at right angles to FIG. 1; and 
FIG. 3 is a further elevational view of the device of 

FIG. 1 but taken at right angles to FIG. 2 and showing 
an end view of the device. 

Like characters of reference denote like parts in the 
several ?gures of the drawing and the numeral 11} desig 
nates a ring-forming member which comprises a strip of 
resilient metal having overlapping terminal portions 11 
and 12, the outer terminal portion 11 preferably having 
an outwardly bent end 13 for manipulating purposes. 
The outer terminal portion 11 is longitudinally slot 

ted as at 15 and the inner terminal portion 12 is pro 
vided with a square or other non-circular opening which 
receives a complementary square or non-circular portion 
16 of a screw 17. 
A block 20 has an arcuately concave face 21 which 

seats against the outer surface of terminal portion 11 of 
The shank of screw 17 

beyond the square or non~circular portion 16 passes freely 
through an opening in the block 20 and threads into one 
end of an elongate handle member 23. 

It is merely necessary to rotate handle member 23 in 
one direction to clamp the terminal portions 11 and 12 
and block 21) between the head of screw 17 and the handle 
portion 23 and ?x the ring-forming member 10 in a 
given position; that is, with a desired degree of overlap 
of the terminal portions 11 and 12 thereof. This estab 
lishes the diameter of the patty which the device will 
form. 
When it is desired to alter the effective diameter of 

the ring-forming member 11}, handle 23 is loosened 
slightly whereupon the overlapping portion 11 may he 
slid arcuately and circumferentially along the inner over 
lapping portion 12 and between the latter and block 20, 
by virtue of the slot 15, to enlarge or reduce the degree 
of overlap and thus inversely enlarge or reduce the ef 
fective diameter of the ring-forming member. 

In accomplishing this adjustment the user manipulates 
the end portion 13 with one hand while holding the handle 
23 in the other. As soon as a desired effective diameter 
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of the ring-forming member 10 is attained a simple turn 
ing of the handle member 23 again locks the overlapping 
portions 11 and 12 against further relative intersliding 
movement. 

If desired the outer surface of overlapping portion 11 
of ring-forming member 10 may be provided with gradua 
tions to indicate the approximate diametral dimension 
which the ring-forming member 10‘ assumes for vari 
ous degrees of overlap, or the graduations may merely 
be marked “small,” “medium” and “large,” or with other 
suitable indicia. 

I claim: 
1. A device for forming food patties comp-rising a ring 

member and a handle member, said ring member com 
prising a relatively thin ?at strip of resilient material in 
generally arcuate form with its ends overlapping to form 
a ring, one of said overlapping ends having an aperture 
and the other of said ends having a longitudinal slot, a 
screw disposed with its head within said ring and its 
shank projecting radially outwardly through said aper 
ture and said slot, said handle member having internal 
threads for engagement with said screw shank to clamp 
the overlapping ends of said strip selectively in various 
relative overlapping positions to adjust the effective di 
ameter of said ring. 

2. A device for forming food patties comprising a ring 
member and a handle member, said ring member com 
prising a relatively thin ?at strip of resilient material in 
generally arcuate form with its ends overlapping to form 
a ring, one of said overlapping ends having a non-circular 
aperture and the other of said ends having a longitudinal 
slot, a screw disposed with its head within said ring and 
its shank projecting radially outwardly through said 
aperture and said slot, said screw having a non-circular 
portion beneath its head for engagement with said aper 
ture whereby the screw is held against rotation, said 
handle member having internal threads for engagement 
with said screw shank to clamp the overlapping ends of 
said strip in selectively various relative overlapping po~ 
sitions to adjust the e?ective diameter of said ring. 

3. A device for forming food patties comprising a ring 
member and a handle member, said ring member com 
prising a relatively thin ?at strip of resilient material in 
generally arcuate form with its ends overlapping to form 
a ring, one of said overlapping ends having an aperture 
and the other of said ends having a longitudinal slot, a 
spacer block in registry with said ‘aperture and having a 
concave face portion seating externally against the outer 
overlapping end of said ring member, a screw disposed 
with its head within said ring and its shank projecting 
radially outwardly through said aperture, said slot and 
said spacer block, said handle member having internal 
threads for engagement with said screw shank to clamp 
the overlapping ends of said strip selectively in various 
relative overlapping positions to adjust the effective di 
ameter of said ring. 

4. A device for forming food patties comprising a ring 
member and a handle member, said ring member com 
prising a relatively thin ?at strip of resilient material in 
generally arcuate form with its ends overlapping to form 
a ring, one of said overlapping ends having a non-circular 
aperture and the other of said ends having a longitudinal 
slot, a spacer block in registry with said aperture and 
having a concave face portion seating externally against 
the outer overlapping end of said ring member, a screw 
disposed with its head within said ring and its shank 
projecting radially outwardly through said aperture, ‘said 
slot and said spacer block, said screw having a non— 
circular portion beneath its head for engagement with 
said aperture whereby the screw is held against rotation, 
said handle member having internal threads for engage 
ment with said screw shank to clamp the overlapping 
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ends of said strip selectively in various relative overlap- 1,110,882 Busch _______________ __ Sept. 15, 1914 
ping positions to adjust the effective diameter of said ring. 1,139,550 McCracken __________ __ May 18, 1915 
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