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This invention relates in general to a carton for ship 
ping and dispensing a package strip of the type that has 
commodity containing compartments spaced longitudinal 
ly thereof and is severable between said compantments so 
that the compartments can be separated from the strip 
individually or in groups, as desired. Package strips of. 
this type generally include two layers of ?exible pack 
aging material such as cellophane, rubber hydrochloride 
and metal foil, scaled together along their longitudinal 
edges and transversely to form compartments between 
the layers in which the commodity such as tablets, pow. 
der, paste or the like is enclosed. Generally the strips or 
layers of packaging material are weakened in lines trans‘ 
verse of the strip, for example, by scoring, to facilitate 
separation of the packages. 
The present invention especially contemplates a carton 

for dispensing a package strip of this character which is 
spirally rolled and enclosed in the carton for storage, 
shipping, and handling, so that the strip can be pulled 
longitudinally through an opening in the carton to permit 
the'package in the vleading end of the strip to be pulled 
from the carton and separated from the strip. The pack 
age strip usually is easily severable or breakable along 
the weakened zones, and desirably, the carton is so con 
structed as to cause a minimum of tendency toward tear 
ing of the package strip within the carton and also to 
produce a minimum of resistance toward the pulling of 
the strip in the carton. It is also desirable that the strip 
shall be easily and quickly removable out of the package 
and yet be yieldingly held against accidental unwinding 
and movement out of the carton and automatic back 
ward movement, into the carton. 
A dispensing carton of this general character is dis 

closed in United States Patent No. 2,771,214, dated 
November 20, 1,95 6, and a primary object of the present 
invention is to provide in such a carton, novel and im 
proved means whereby the package strip shall be yield 
ingly held against accidental movement out of the carton 
and shall also be held against automatic or unintended 
backward movement into the carton. 
Another object is to provide a novel and improved 

construction and combination of a package strip and a 
carton whereby accidental falling or backward move 
ment of the leading ackage on the strip into the carton 
shall be prevented. 
A further object is to provide such a combination of a 

package strip and a carton wherein the strip and carton 
shall have coactive or inter-engageable pms such as a 
projection on the carton and openings or recesses in the 
package strip into which said projection automatically 
enters upon ‘backward movement of the package strip 
into the carton, thereby to prevent unintended or auto~ 
matic backward movement of the package strip into the 
carton. ' 

Other objects, advantages and results of the invention 
will be brought out by the following description in con 
junction with the accompanying drawings in which: 
FIGURE 1 is a central longitudinal vertical sectional 

view through a combination of a dispensing carton and a 
package strip embodying the invention, the package strip 
being shown in edge elevation, illustrating the leading 
package of the package strip in normal position; 
' FIGURE 2 is a transverse vertical sectional view ep 
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proximately on the plane of the line 2—2 of FIGURE 1; 
FIGURE 3 is a horizontal sectional view approximate 

1y on the plane of the line 3-3 of FIGURE 1; _ I 
FIGURE 4 is a fragmentary sectional view similar’ to 

FIGURE 1 illustrating the manner of pulling the leading 
package of the package strip from the carton; 
FIGURE 5 is a fragmentary horizontal sectional view 

approximately on the plane of the line 5—5 of FIG 
URE 4; , > . , 

FIGURE 6 is a greatly enlarged vertical sectional view 
on the plane of, the line 6-6 of FIGURE 3; 
FIGURE 7 illustrates the upper portion of a combina 

tion of a carton and package strip embodying a modifi 
cation of the invention, portions of the package being 
shown in central vertical horizontal section and other 
portions being shown in side elevation, showing the lead 
ing package of the package strip in normal position ready 
to be discharged from the carton; 
FIGURE 8 is a transverse vertical sectional viewpap 

proximately on the plane of the line S-—8 of FIGURE 7; 
FIGURE .9 is a horizontal sectional view on the plane 

of the line 9-9 of FIGURE 7; . 
FIGURE 10 is a view similar to FIGURE 7 of a modi 

?cation and showing the manner of pulling the leading 
package out or the carton; , 
FIGURE 11 is a Similar view showing the manner of 

separating or detaching, the leading package from the 
strip; 
FIGURE 12 is a fragmentary horizontal sectional view 

approximately on the plane of the line l2~—12 of HG 
URE l0; and 
FIGURE 13 is a fragmentary plan view of one end por 

tion of the package strip removed from the carton sho : 
ing the opening in the package strip between adjacent por 
tions to coact with a portion of the carton. 

For the purpose of illustrating the invention, the carton 
has been shown ‘as rectangular and comprising a bottom 
wall 1, side walls 2, end walls 3 and a top wall 4. The 
bottom wall 1 may be of any suitable construction, pref 
erably such that the bottom, end of the carton can be 
opened and the top wall 4 is preferably also of such a 
nature as to permit opening and closing of the upper 
end of the carton to permit insertion and removal of the 
package strip. 

The. carton has within it a chamber that is rectangular 
in both longitudinal and transverse cross section and of 
such dimensions as to enclose within it a guide support A 
for holding and guiding a package strip B that is shown 
as comprising two layers of ?exible packaging material 
such as cellophane or metal foil, sealed together along 
their longitudinal edges and transversely to form compart 
ments 5 between the layers in which the commodity such 
as tablets 6 is enclosed. The compartments with their 
commodities ‘form protuberances on and spaced longi 
tudinally of the. strip and preferably the strip is weakened 
as by scoring 7 between the compartments to facilitate 
severing of the individual packages from the strips. A 
guide support, A is shown as inverted U-shaped in cross 
section and formed of cardboard or the like of the same 
shape and dimensions as the interior of the storage cham 
ber in the carton and has a cut-away portion forming an 
outlet passage 9 between one wall 8 and the top wall 4 
through which the leading end B’ of the package strip is 
pulled outwardly as,v best shown in FIGURES 1 and, 3. 
A guide extension 10 projects from and above said wall 
of the guide support and provides a rounded fold 11 or 
lip at the inner edge. of the guide passage 9 over which 
the package strip must slide during its movement. from 
the storage, chamber through a discharge: opening that. is 
provided, at, the top of, the. carton. . 

Asv shown, the top wall 4 cf the carton is hinged to one 
side wall as indicated at 1'2 and has a tuck ?ap 13 at its 



swinging edge for insertion between the other side wall 
and the guide support A as shown in FIGURE 2. The 
top wall is disposed at a right angle to one end wall 3 at 
right angles and an ‘outlet or discharge opening 14 is pro 
vided between the juxtaposed ends of said walls through 
which the leading end of the package strip is withdrawn 
from the carton; and preferably, said end wall 3 has an in 
turned ?ap ‘15 that may overlie the free edge portion of 
the guide extension 10 as shown in FIGURE 1. 
when the guide support and the rolled package strip A 
are inserted into the storage chamber as shown in FIG 
URES 1 and 2, the leading end of the package strip 
passes through the guide passage 9 over the folded edge 
11 and the guide extension 10 and thence over the ?ap 15 ' ' 
beneath the top wall 4, the folded edge reducing to a 
minimum any catching of the protuberant compartments 
that might cause tearing of the strip within the carton, 
and the flap 15 providing’ a smooth unobstructed guide 
path vfor the packages ‘between 
wall 3. - a 

I The guide extension and folded edge may be of various 
constructions, but preferably, the extension is cut out 
from the wall of the guide support to form the passage 9 
and then folded outwardly as best shown at 10 and 10.’ ' 
in FIGURES 1 and 7 respectively; and in some cases the 
extension may be omitted as shown in FIGURES l0 and 
'1 1. ' ‘ 

Preferably, the top wall 4"has a hole 16 offset from 
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the guide passage 9 and adjacent ‘the discharge opening '5 
14, through which a human ?nger or other member may 
be inserted into contact with the. package strip for push 
ing the strip through the discharge opening. The material 
of which the package 'and'the guide support are formed, 
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and the dimensions of said parts are such that the lip 10 - - 
and ?ap 15 are normally biased toward the under side of 
.the top wall 4 so as to apply friction to the package strip 
and thereby restrain accidental movement of the strip 
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into or out of. the carton. The package strip will be yield- 7 
ingly gripped between the inner edge of the hole 16 and 
ithe inner free edge of the ?ap 15 so as to restrain unin 
tended movement of the package strip outwardly or_in 
~wardly of the carton. The ?ap 15 and the top wall of the 
guide support will readily yield under pressure of the 
‘?nger or the like on the package through the hole 16 so 
that the package can be readily pulled through the dis 
charge opening; and the package may be torn along the 
‘edge of the top wall 4 as shown in FIGURE 11. 

It will be observed that the thickness of the guide-sup 
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port is slightly greater than the width of the strip so that _ 
lateral movement of the strip is limited, and in accord 
ance with the invention, means are provided for prevent 
=ing unintended or automatic backward movement of the 
package strip B or a similar folded strip from the outlet 
opening 14 into the carton; and the invention contem 
plates coactive elements on the strip and the carton that 
‘normally permit the strip to be pulled outwardly of the 
carton through the outlet opening but will coact to pre 
vent backward movement of the strip into the carton. 
More particularly, the invention contemplates a plurality 
of openings equidistantly spaced longitudinally of the 

. strip and at least one projection on the carton beneath 
, which the strip may freely slide as it is pulled from the 
carton through the discharge opening but which will enter 
vat least one of said ‘openings upon backward movement 
of the strip and thereby limit such backboard movement 
of the strip. . 

As shown in FIGURES lrto 6 inclusive of the draw 
ings, the package strip A has a circular hole 17 between 
each two adjacent packages, preferably disposed in the 
corresponding line of scoring 7, and av detent or stop 
member .18 is provided in the carton and'has a tongue 
‘or pointed end 19 to enter any of the openings 17 as best 
shown in FIGURES 1, 3V and 6 and thereby prevent 
backward movement of the package strip into the carton. 
,‘Conveniently, the detent'or stop member is formed inte 
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grally with a tuck ?ap 20 that is disposed on the end 
wall 3 opposite that to which the ?ap 15 is attached so 
that the ?aps cooperate to hold the guide-support against 
pushing the top wall outwardly. It will be observed from 
FIGURE 1 that as the end portion of the package strip 
is unwound from the spiral coil and pulled through the 
outlet‘opening 14, an intermediate portion B’ of the strip 
inwardly of the guide extension 10 is downwardly in 
clined normally beneath the stop member 18 between 
the end 19 of the stop member and the guide extension 
16, and the end of the stop member normally yieldingly 
frictionally engages said portion B’ of the strip as shown 
in FIGURE 4. The end of the stop member is normally 
so related to the top portion of the'carton and the‘pack 
age ‘strip that it will be disposed in the opening '17 of 
the strip that is disposed between the leading package 
and the next package as best shown in FIGURE 3, and 
any tendency of the end portion of the strip to spring or 
snap or slide rearwardly into the carton is prevented by 
engagement of the stop member with the edges of the 
opening 17 as shown in FIGURES 1, 3 and 6. When the 
package strip is pulled forwardly to remove a package, 
the tongue will be lifted out of’ the opening and the 
strip will slidebeneath the tongue as shown in FIGURE 
4; and whenever a package is torn from a package strip 
as shown in FIGURE 11, the stop member will be dis~ 
posed in an opening 17 to hold the strip against backward 
movement. a 

To facilitate the coaction of the stop member and the 
package strip, preferably the inner edge portion of the 
wall at the inner end of the passage 9 and a portion of 
the guide extension 10 are provided'with aligned notches 
21 and 22, respectively, beneath the pointed end'l9 of 
the stop member, the notches permitting yielding or ?ex~ 
ing of the package‘ strip so that the point 19 may easily 
enter the opening 17 when the opening is disposed be 
neath the stop member and in register with said notches. 

It is also desirable in some instances to provide ?exi 
bility of the guide extension intermediate its length, and 
for this purpose, the extension may be folded along'a 
transverse line 23 parallel with the told that connects the 
extension with the wall of the guide-support. This extra 
?exibility and the corresponding spacing-of the guide 
extension from the guide-support wall as indicated at 24 
permits the package strip to be pushed'laterally inwardly 
by a ?nger inserted through the hole 16 in the top'wall 
so as 'to disengage the package strip from the stop mem 
ber and permit the package strip to be pushed rearwardly 
into the carton without hindrance from the stop member 
when that is desired, for example, as shown in FIG 
URE 4. . 

The combination of a dispensing carton and a package 
strip that is shown in FIGURES 7 to 13 inclusive is in 
general the same as that hereinbefore described, the main 
differences between the two combinations being that in 
the construction shown in FIGURES 7 to 13, an elon 
gated slot 25 is formed between each two adjacent pack 
ages instead of the round openings 17, and the stop mem 
ber 18' has a chisel-like end 19’ to enter any of said 
slots 25 as best shown in FIGURE 9. The end of the 
stop member has shoulders 26 at opposite sides of the 
chisel-like portion 19’ to about the package strip at op 
posite ends of the slot 25 and thereby prevent backward 
movement of the package strip into the carton. 
The operation of both forms of the invention prob 

ably will be understood from the foregoing, but it might 
be pointed out that the package strip ?rst will be rolled 
or folded and inserted into the guide-support A as shown 
in FIGURES l and 2, whereupon the top wall 4 of the 
carton and the flap 15 win he opened and the guide 
support with the package strip will be inserted into the 
storage chamber of the carton. Then the leading and 
of the package strip will ‘be pulled outwardly over the 
guide extension 10 and the ?ap 15 and the stop member 
?aps 2t? and 29' will be swung inwardly over the lead 
ing end portion of the package strip, whereupon the top 
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wall 4 will be swung into closed position with the tuck 
?ap 13 between the side wall of the guide-support and 
one side wall 2 of the carton. Initially, the leading pack 
age will be disposed beneath the hole 16 and the stop 
member 18, 19 will project through the opening 17 or 
25 between the leading package and the next package. 
Thus the leading end portion of the package strip will 
be prevented from slipping back into an inaccessible 
position in the carton. To discharge the package, a 
?nger or the like is inserted through the hole 16 and 
gently pressed against the package strip as shown in 
FIGURE 4, and at the same time, the strip is pushed 
by the ?nger through the opening 14 until a scored zone 
7 is aligned with one edge of the discharge opening 
14. Thereupon the protruding package B" is torn 
along the weakened zone as shown in FIGURE 11. 
When the pressure is released from the package strip, 
the end portion of the strip will be pressed upwardly 
from the position shown in FIGURE 4 to the position 
shown in FIGURE 1 by the extension 10 and the ?ap 
15 to hold the strip against movement out of the outlet 
opening, and at the same time, pressure will be exerted 
between the package strip and the stop member 18 or 
18' so as to cause the end of the stop member to enter 
one of the openings 17 or 25 as shown in FIGURES 
l, 6 and 7, whereby the end portion of the package 
strip is positively locked against undesired or automatic 
movement backwardly into the carton. Should the pack 
age strip be accidentally pulled out too far, it may be 
pushed backwardly into the carton by simply pressing 
the package strip and the extension 10 inwardly or down 
wardly as shown in FIGURE 4 to disengage the pack 
age strip from the stop member and thus permit the 
strip to slide freely rearwardly beneath the stop mem 
ber into the carton. Also, simple pressure on the ?ap 
20 through the top wall 4 will facilitate engagement of 
the stop member 18 with the opening 17 or 25, if that 
is desired. 

While two embodiments of the invention have been 
shown, it should be understood that this is primarily for 
the purposes of illustrating the principles of the invention 
and that modi?cations and changes may be made in the 
structural details of the carton and of the package strip 
within the spirit and scope of the invention. For ex 
ample, the strip could be zig-zag folded and the stop 
members and the corresponding openings in the package 
strip can be di?erently shaped and arranged in di?erent 
locations in the carton and on the strip, respectively. 
We claim: 
1. A package including a thin, ?exible continuous pack 
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age strip folded into a plurality of layers and including 
a plurality of sections spaced apart longitudinally of the 
strip each containing a commodity, said strip having open 
ings between said sections, and a carton having a bottom 
wall, side walls, end walls and a top wall providing a 
chamber in which said folded package strip is enclosed, 
one of said end walls and said top wall being disposed 
at a right-angle to each other and each having an end 
spaced from an end of the other providing an outlet open 
ing between said ends through which said package strip 
must move forwardly out of the carton, a guide support in 
said chamber having a wall under-lying said top wall pro 
viding an outlet passage between them leading to said 
outlet opening, said wall of the guide support having a 
guide lip in spaced relation to said outlet opening at the 
inner end of the said outlet passage over which said 
package strip must move out of said chamber through 
sm'd outlet passage, and a stop member on one of said 
walls overlying said package strip with the package strip 
between said stop member and said lip of the guide sup 
port wall, said stop member being yieldingly biased into 
contact with said strip and having a portion to enter one 
of said openings in the package strip upon movement 
of the strip backwardly from the outlet opening, thereby 
to prevent such backward movement of the strip into said 
chamber. 

2. A package as de?ned in claim 1 which is made of 
cardboard having some inherent resiliency and wherein 
said stop member comprises a ?ap on the other end wall 
pressed against the package strip by the inherent resili 
ency of the ?ap, and said ?ap has its free end pointed to 
enter said openings in the package strip. 

3. A package as de?ned in claim 1 wherein said stop 
member comprises a ?ap swingably mounted on the other 
end wall having a portion to enter one of said openings 
and said top wall is ?exible and overlies said ?ap provid 
ing for pressing of said ?ap toward said lip of the guide 
support wall into position to engage said openings upon 
application of external pressure on said top wall. 

4. A package as de?ned in claim 3 wherein the inner 
edge portion of said wall of the guide support ‘and said 
lip are notched to permit yielding of said strip under 
the pressure of said ?ap to facilitate entry of said portion 
of said ?ap in said openings in said strip. 
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