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My invention relates to containers and is directed par 
ticularly to an improved household container for shop 
ping and the like purposes which can readily be expanded 
for carrying additional articles, ‘as may be required, for 
example, as shopping progresses. 
The principal object of my invention is to provide an 

expandable container of the above nature comprising a 
plurality of container body members, each having a 
pair of side handles, the side handles of each body mem 
ber being so formed and placed that when the body mem 
bers are arranged in vertically-stacked relation, the side 
handles can be interlocked by interlooping to secure the 
body members in their stacked or “unitized” relation, thus 
providing a unitary expanded container. 

Another object of my invention is to provide an ex 
pandable container of the character described which com 
prises a plurality of body members in the form of an open 
box, each of which is an individual container, and a 
plurality of body members in the form of a sleeve, open 
at the bottom for increasing the depth of a box member, 
whereby a composite container having individual parti 
tioned portions combined with expanded box portions as 
may be required can be assembled by selectively stack 
ing or “unitizing” the box and sleeve members. 

Another object of my invention is to provide an expand 
able container of the character described, the basic ca 
pacity of which will be multiplied by the number of “uni 
tized” box or sleeve members. 

Still another object of my invention is to provide an 
expandable container of the above nature, the elements of 
which can either be folded ?at or compactly nested for 
convenient storage when not in use or for transportation. 
Yet another object of my invention is to provide an 

expandable container of the above nature which can be 
inexpensively made of cardboard, synthetic plastic, metal, 
paper, ?berboard, reinforced netting or even wood, or 
any other adaptable material, depending upon the in 
tended purpose. 

Other objects, features and advantages of my invention 
will be apparent from the following description when 
read with reference to the accompanying drawings. In 
the drawings, wherein like reference numerals denote 
corresponding parts throughout the several views: 
FIG. 1 illustrates a blank for forming a basic container 

unit according to the invention, 
FIG. 2 illustrates in perspective the blank of FIG. 1 

set up to form a basic container, and the handles applied 
thereto, 

FIG. 3 illustrates, in perspective, how the basic con 
tainer of FIG. 2 can be compactly folded for storage or 
transportation, 

FIG. 4 illustrates a blank for forming a basic sleeve 
insert according to the invention, 

FIG. 5 illustrates in perspective the blank of FIG. 4 
set up to form the basic sleeve insert, and the handles 
applied thereto, 
FIG. 6 illustrates, in perspective, how the basic con 

tainer of FIG. 5 can be compactly folded for storage 
or transportation, 

FIG. 7 illustrates, in perspective, how a basic container 
unit and a sleeve insert inter?t and interlock in stacked or 
“unitized” relation to provide an expanded container of 
double capacity, 
FIG. 8 illustrates, in side elevation, how a sleeve in 

sert can be interlocked between two basic container 
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2. 
units to provide a partitioned or compartmented expanded 
container of triple capacity, the top of one of said basic 
container units having a cover, - 
FIG. 9 is a vertical cross-sectional view, taken along 

the line 9-—9 of FIG. 8 in the direction of the arrows, on 
an enlarged scale, illustrating the interlocking of the 
handles, 

FIG. 10 illustrates, in perspective, a second form of the 
invention wherein the basic container unit is integrally 
moulded of synthetic plastic material, 
FIG. 11 illustrates, in perspective, the second form 

of the invention wherein the sleeve insert is integrally 
moulded of synthetic plastic material, 

FIG. 12 illustrates how the tapering sides of the second 
form of basic container unit shown in FIG. 10 allow com 
pact nesting for storage or transportation purposes, and 

FIG. 13 illustrates how the tapering sides of the sec— 
ond form of sleeve insert shown in FIG. 11 allow com 
pact nesting for storage or transportation purposes. 

Referring now in detail to the drawings, wherein like 
reference numerals denote corresponding parts through 
out the several views, 10 in FIG. 1 designates, generally, 
a blank, which may be of cardboard, for example, from 
which a container unit is formed. The blank 10 is rec 
tangular in shape and scored along a horizontal dotted 
line 11 and vertical dotted lines 12, and cut along vertical 
lines 13 continuous with the score lines 12 to provide 
side panels 14, end panels 15 and bottom panels 16 and 
17 when the blank 10 is folded and “set up” to provide a 
container unit 18 as illustrated in FIG. 2. The folded-in 
bottom panels 16 and 17 can be stapled or glued or other 
wise secured together to provide a ?rm bottom wall. 
The abutting vertical ends of the terminal side panel 14 
and end panel 15 can be secured together by a glued 
strip 9 (illustrated) or any other convenient ?exible con 
necting means. 
The container unit 18 is provided with a pair of up 

wardly-extending side handles 19 which may, as illus 
trated in FIG. 2, take the ‘form of a semi-rigid loop which 
extends down along one side of panel 14, under the bot 
tom of the container unit, and up along the opposite side 
panel 14 ‘for maximum supporting strength. The handles 
19 preferably are formed with horizontal outer end por 
tions 20 and slightly inwardly converging side portions 21. 
For the purpose hereinafter more fully apparent, the dis 
tance between the upper edge of a side panel 14 and 
the inner edge of horizontal outer end portion 20 of its 
handle 19 is greater than the height of said side panel. 
As illustrated in FIGS. 1 and 2, the end panels 15 are 
obliquely outwardly scored from the center point of their 
top edges, as indicated by dotted lines 22, to allow in— 
ward folding of said end panels ‘for compactly folding a 
set-up container unit 18, as illustrated in FIG. 3, for 
storage or transportation. 

Reference numeral 23 in FIG. 4 designates, generally, 
a blank, also preferably of cardboard or a similar fold 
able material, from which a sleeve insert 24 (FIG. 5) 
can be formed, the same being generally rectangular in 
shape and provided with vertical score lines 24a de?ning 
side wall panels 25 and end wall panels 26. Marginal por 
tions of the lower ends of the end wall panels 26 are cut 
out, as indicated at 27, to provide marginal tab portions 
28 at the lower ends of the side wall panels 25, for the 
purpose hereinafter appearing. The abutting vertical 
edges of the folded or “set-up” sleeve insert 24 can be 
?exibly secured together by ‘a glue ‘strip 8 or any other 
attaching means (not illustrated). Handles 19 are ap 
plied to the sleeve insert 24 as in the container unit 18, 
described above. The height ofthe side wall panels 25. 
of the sleeve insert unit 24 is preferably slightly less than 

_ twice the height ofits companion container unit 18, while 
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‘the height of the handles 19 will be the same as those of 
said container unit. 
As illustrated in FIGS. 4 and 5 the end wall panels 26 

of the blank 23 or sleeve insert 24 are centrally vertically 
scored, as indicated at 29, to allow outward folding of 
said end wall panels for compactly folding a set-up sleeve 
insert unit 24, as illustrated in FIG. 6, for storage or 
transportation. 7 

‘ FIG. 7 illustrates, by way of example, how a sleeve in 
sert unit 24 can be combined or “unitized” with a basic 
container unit 18 to provide a single expanded container 
of twice the carrying capacity of the container unit 18. 
This is accomplished merely by inserting the sleeve insert 
24 within the container unit 18 and interlinking the adja 
cent handles 19 by slipping the upper handles through 
the lower handles. The tab portions 28 of the side wall 
panels 25, which are beveled at their ends as indicated at 
28a, facilitate insertion of the sleeve insert 24 within the 
container unit 18. Since, as illustrated in FIGS. 3 and 
6, respectively, the score lines 22 of the container unit 18 
bend inwardly and the score lines 29 of the sleeve insert 
member 24 bend outwardly, the end walls of said sleeve 
insert member will ?t tightly against the end walls of said 
container unit. 
FIGS. 8 and 9 illustrate how two or more container 

units 18 having top portions 14a can be combined or 
“unitized” with an intermediate sleeve insert member 24 
to provide an expanded container of triple the capacity 
of a single container unit 18. Since a container unit 18 
is used as the top expansion member, its bottom wall 
formed by its bottom panels 16, 17 provides a partition 
separating the upper and lower holding space of the uni 
tized container, which is an advantage when it is desired 
to separate some articles, which may be more fragile, for 
example, from the weight of the articles above. It will 
be understood, of course, that merely a succession of 
sleeve insert members 24 could be used above a single con— 
tainer unit 18 to provide a “unitized” expanded container 
having a single deep holding compartment. 

FIG. 10 illustrates a modi?cation- of the invention 
wherein a container unit 30, instead of being fabricated 
of bent cardboard or the like as hereinabove described, is 
integrally moulded with handles 31 of a synthetic plastic 
material, such as polyethelene. In this form of the inven 
tion, the side walls 32 and the ends walls 33 are slightly 
inwardly sloped from top to bottom to allow nesting as 
illustrated in FIG. 12 for convenient storage and shipping. 

FIG. 11 similarly illustrates in the second form of my 
invention -how the sleeve insert members 34 can be in 
tegrally moulded with handles 31 and with tapering side 
walls 35 ‘and end Walls 36 to allow nesting as illustrated in 
FIG. 13 for convenient storage and shipping. 
One important feature of my improved expandable con 

tainer resides in its time and money saving features when 
used in supermarket shopping. For example, under the 
present check out system the procedure is as follows: 

lst——Shopper places her selected purchases in a shop 
ping cart. (First handling of each item.) 

2nd~—Shopper, after completion of her shopping, un 
loads her purchases onto the check-out counter. (Second 
handling of each item.) 
3rd—The Checker Then RingsU'p each item on the 

cash register. (Third handling of each item.) 
4th—The Packer then packs. the order for take-out. 

(Fourth handling of each item.) 
Summary: During the present cheek-out system, each 

item is handled no less than four di?erent times by at 
least two different persons in a slow, time-consuming 
procedure that often becomes bottle-necked during rush 
periods. Considerable damage is often done to fragile 
merchandise by over-handling. 

With the use of my improved expandable container, 
hereinbelow referred to as a “Boxket,” the procedure is 
asafollowsz ' 

lst..—.Shopper places‘ her selected: purchasesiin aBoxket 
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in a shopping cart, with the price facing up and exposed 
for easy reading at check-out. (First handling of each 
item.) 

2nd-Shopper, after completion of her shopping, un 
loads her purchases onto the check-out counter by Lift 
ing Each Loaded Boxket by its Handles. This simpli?es 
and speeds up the unloading of the cart and eliminates 
the Second item by item handling by the shopper required 
in the 2nd step in the present system. 
3rd-The Checker then rings up each item by simply 

reading the exposed prices on the merchandise packed 
in the Boxket. This is done with a minimum of handling 
and eliminates the Third handling as required in the pres 
ent system (step 3). 
4th-The Packer will no longer be needed. The pur 

chases were packed in the Boxket by the Shopper at the 
time of selection and are ready to be carried out as soon 
as the last item has been checked, totaled and paid for. 
Little further packing will be necessary. 

Advantages of improved check-out system over present 
system 

(1) 75% less item by item handling (2nd, 3rd and 4th 
steps above). 

(2) Simpli?ed unloading of cart (2nd step above), a 
great labor saver for the shopper. 
4th—The Packer will no longer be needed. The pur 

chases will be well grouped by the shopper at time of 
selection, ‘and will remain that way with price exposed 
for rapid check-out. 

(4) Elimination of Packer and Packing will reduce 
check-out time by 50% or more. 

(5) Ease of Carry-Out. Boxkets are readily expand 
able and easily unitized. Carry-out will be by the handles, 
like a shopping bag, and carrying of paper bags in one’s 
arms against neat clothes will no longer be necessary. 

(6) Stability of the Boxket eliminates the possibility 
of its becoming upset in the car while in transit, or at home 
after unloading from the car. 

(7) Reduced handling and more ef?cient packing will 
result in improved quality of merchandise for the shopper. 

(8) By eliminating about 75% of the handling and‘ 
packing as outlined above, the e?’iciency of the Boxket 
Check-Out Line Will Be 75 to 100% greater than the. 
present check-out line. 

(9) This Is Possible With a Minimum of Expense or 
Alteration of the Present Check-Out Set-Up and Will Re-' 
suit in Greater Volume Capacity With the Same or 
Smaller Personnel Complement. ' 

While I have shown and described particular embodi 
ments of my invention, it will occur to those skilled in the 
art that various changes and modi?cations may be made 
without departing from the invention. I therefore aim 
in the appended claims to cover all such changes and 
modi?cations as fall within the true spirit and scope of my 
invention. 
What I claim is: 
1. An expandable container assembly comprising a 

plurality of box-like members each having a bottom, end 
walls and side walls, and an inverted U-shaped handle of 
semi-rigid material extending upwardly from each of a 
pair of opposed walls, the handles of any one of said box 
like members being su?iciently ?exible to be passed in 
interlinking relation through the corresponding handles 
of any other one of said box-like members when said other 
box-like member is positioned above said one box-like 
member, the height of said handles being approximately 
equal to the height of said end and side walls, whereby 
the bottoms of superposed box-like members serve as 
closures for their immediately underlying box-like mem 
bers in said container assembly. 

2. An assembly in accordance with claim 1 wherein‘ 
each of said handles comprises a horizontal portion and 
apair of downwardly converging side portions, 
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3. An assembly in accordance with claim 1 wherein the 
side and end walls are downwardly convergent. 

4. An expandable container assembly comprising a plu 
rality of units, certain units comprising box-like members 
each having a bottom, end walls and side walls, and an 
inverted U-shaped handle of semi-rigid material extending 
upwardly from each of a pair of opposed walls, and cer 
tain units being sleeves having side walls and end Walls, 
and an inverted U-shaped handle of semi-rigid material 
extending upwardly from each of a pair of opposed walls, 
the handles of any one of said units being su?iciently 
?exible to be passed in interlocking relation through the 
corresponding handles of any other unit, the height of 
said handles being approximately equal to the height of 
said side and end walls, whereby said handles when inter 
locked will limit relative telescopic movements of the 

10 

15 

nested units upwardly beyond the rim of the immediately 
underlying units. 

5. An assembly in accordance with claim 4 wherein the 
walls of all of said units converge downwardly. 

6. An assembly in accordance with claim 4 wherein 
each of said handles comprises a horizontal portion and 
a pair of downwardly converging side portions. 
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