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F STRUCTURE 

James H. Wilson, Sturgis, Mich., assignor to Sturgis Pos 
ture Chair Company, Sturgis, Mich, a corporation of 
Michigan 

Filed Oct. 23, 1959, Ser. No. 848,300 
13 Claims. (Cl. 297-239) 

This invention relates to furniture of the type which 
can be stacked telescopically with identical pieces, one 
upon another. 
One object of the invention is to provide bases for 

furniture of the above type hving improved means for 
spacing like pieces apart in a stack. Another object is 
to provide furniture bases with novel spacing means which 
make it possible to stack furniture quietly, ‘without the 
usual noisy clatter. Another object is to provide bases 
with stacking means which fasten the stacks of furniture 
together more securely. 

Another object of the invention is to provide improved 
stackable chairs. 

Another object of the invention is to provide a chair 
having a means which serves a two-fold function, ?rst 
to assist in stacking and second to assist in linking chairs 
together in side-by-side operative position. 

In accordance with the invention there is provided, 
on a furniture or chair base of the type which can be 
nested vertically, means for stacking identical pieces of 
furniture in spaced nested relationship, comprising a pair 
of horizontal bars, one on each side, connecting the re 
spective front and rear legs below the tops of the legs 
and above the bottoms thereof, and coacting support 
means at the tops of the legs for supporting the horizon 
tal bars of an identical base. Means are also provided 
for linking the pieces of furniture side by side in opera 
tive position for use. 

Other objects of the invention and resulting advantages 
will be apparent from the following description and from 
the appended drawings, in which: 
FIGURE 1 is a perspective view of a chair 20 made 

in accordance with my invention; 
FIGURE 2. is a side \u'ew showing chair 20 with a chair 

20a of identical construction stacked upon it; 
FIGURE 3 is a perspective view of the base of chair 

20; 
FIGURE 4 is a front view of the base, showing a por 

tion of the chair seat, sectionalized above the front mem 
ber of the base; 
FIGURE 5 is a fragmentary view in elevation, partly 

in section, showing the coacting stacking means of two 
of these chairs; ' 
FIGURE 6 is a fragmentary view showing how two of 

these chairs may be linked together side by side; 
FIGURE 7 is a fragmentary section taken on line 7-~7 

of FIGURE 4; 
FIGURE 8 is a perspective view of another chair 40 

constructed in accordance with my invention; 
FIGURE 9 is a side view of two such chairs stacked 

one upon the other; 
FIGURE 10 is a perspective view of the chair base of 

chair 40; 
FIGURE 11 is a front view of the base showing a por 

tion of the seat in section; 
FIGURE 12 is a fragmentary View showing the co 

acting means for stacking; and 
FIGURE 13 is a fragmentary section taken on line 

13-—13 of FIGURE 11. 
Referring now to the drawings, wherein like characters 

indicate the same or similar parts, FIGURES 1-4 show 
a chair 20 constructed in accordance with my invention, 
comprising a seat 21 rigidly fastened to the top of a base 
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2. 
22. Base 22 comprises a pair of inverted U-shaped front 
and rear standards 23 and 24, formed of metal tubing and 
secured together at their upper ends by a connecting bar 
25 welded to both. As best seen in FIGURE 2, the 
standards are inclined with respect to each other so that 
the front and rear legs 26 and 27 formed by the respec 
tive sides of the U-shaped standards converge upwardly. 
Seat 21 is not as broad as standards 23 and 24, and the 
back portion 21a of the seat inclines slightly upwardly 
and rearwardly, so that identical chairs may be nested 
or stacked vertically by telescoping them, as illustrated in 
FIGURE 2. 

In accordance with my invention I provide means for 
stacking identical chairs of this character, comprising a 
pair of horizontal bars 28 and 29, one on each lateral 
side, each connecting the front and rear legs 26 and 27 of 
the respective side, and bar support means for supporting 
the horizontal bars of an identical chair stacked thereon, 
comprising in this preferred embodiment of my invention, 
support pads 30 extending from standards 23 and 24, one 
pad for each leg, each ?xed to the respective standard at 
the top of the respective leg portion of the latter, in a 
position vertically above the horizontal bar on the same 
side. Each pad is formed with a recess or groove 31 in 
its upper surface, said recess being shaped to ?t the hori 
zontal bar of an identical chair stacked on this chair, and 
the pads 30 being positioned so that they all accurately 
lit the corresponding horizontal bars of such an identical 
chair. Horizontal bars 28 and 29‘ are spaced below the 
tops of legs 26 and 27, and above the bottoms thereof, 
being spaced below recesses 31 su?iciently to space the 
seats and frames of adjacent chairs from each other. 

I prefer to use pads 30 of molded plastic of suitable 
resilient composition, e.g: linear polyethylene, so as to 
provide a quiet, rattle-free connection between adjacent 
chairs. I also prefer to form the recesses 31 with over 
hanging resilient lips 32 spaced more closely together 
than the thickness of horizontal bars 28 or 29, so that 
pads 30 may constitute spring clips to grasp said bars of 
another chair when the latter are forced into them, thus 
releasably locking adjacent stacked chairs together. This 
is illustrated in FIGURE 5, in which a pad 30 of lower 
chair 20 receives the horizontal bar 28a of upper chair 
20w. I may use metallic spring clips instead of the 
plastic ones described. 

Pads 30 also provide a part of the means for linking 
chairs together side by side, in cooperation with a side 
linking loop 33 extending laterally outwardly from one 
side of base 22. Loop 33 is formed of stock having the 
same cross-section as that of horizontal bars 28 and 29, 
and it ?ts in the same manner into the spring clips or 
recesses of the adjacent pads 30a of an identical chair 20a 
placed beside chair 20. 
FIGURES 8~11 show another chair 40 constructed in 

accordance with my invention. This chair is identical 
in structure with chair 20 except for the stacking means. 
A pair of horizontal bars 48 and 49 are provided, one 
on each lateral side of base 42, connecting the inner lateral 
sides of the respective front and rear legs 46 and 47. A 
pair of support bars 50, one on each lateral side, also 
connect standards 43 and 44, and therefore the respective 
front and rear legs 46 and 47. Support bars 50 are at 
tached to and extend outwardly from the standards on 
the outer upper sides thereof, being rigidly joined thereto 
by suitable means, such as welding. An upwardly fac 
ing recess 51 is thus formed at the top of each of the 
four legs, inwardly of the support bars 50, between them 
and the standards 43 and 44, and on top of the latter. 
Support bars 50 are spaced slightly farther apart than 
horizontal bars 48 and 49, so that the horizontal bars 
of an identical chair stacked on ‘top of chair 40 will rest 
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thereon with the centers of bars 48 and 49 inwardly of 
the centers of the respective bars 50. This is illustrated 
in FIGURE 12, in which the horizontal bar 48a of upper 
chair 40a rests in the space between standard 43 and 
support bar 50‘ of lower chair 40. Bars 48' and 49 may 
rest on the inner sides of bars 50 and/or on the adja 
cent upper surfaces of standards 43 and 44. Preferably, 
welded joints 51a between bars 50 and standards 43 and 
44 are shaped and laterally spaced so as to form shaped 
recesses for supporting the horizontal bars of an identical 
chair 40a stacked on chair 40, as illustrated in FIG 
URE 9. 
Lower or horizontal bars 48 and 49‘ are spaced be 

tween the upper and lower ends of the legs, and are 
spaced below upper or support bars 50 su?iciently to space 
apart the chairs and bases of adjacent chairs in a stack. 

It will be seen that I have provided novel and effective 
means for improving the stacking characteristics of chairs 
and the like, and for linking furniture of this character 
together side by side. 
Numerous changes within the scope of the appended 

claims will be apparent to those skilled in the art. 
I claim: 
1. A chair adapted to be stacked telescopically with 

identical chairs one upon another in columns, said chair 
comprising a seat and a base attached thereto, said base 
comprising a pair of inverted U-shaped standards, one 
each at the front and rear, the sides of said standards 
forming legs, one leg on each lateral side, the two legs 
on each lateral side being inclined from each other so 
as to converge upwardly, means securing said standards 
together at their upper ends, a pair of horizontal bars 
spaced from the bottoms and tops of said legs, one at 
each lateral side of said base, each said bar connecting 
the front and rear legs on the respective lateral side, 
and bar support means extending from said standards at 
each lateral side proximate the tops of said legs, said 
bar support means comprising pads, one at the top of 
each leg, each pad being recessed to lit the horizontal bar 
of an identical chair stacked on said ?rst-named chair. 

2. A chair adapted to be stacked telescopically with 
identical chairs one upon another in columns, said chair 
comprisingr a seat and a base attached thereto, said base 
comprising a pair of inverted U-shaped standards, one 
each at the front and rear, the sides of said standards 
forming legs, one leg on each lateral side, the two legs 
on each lateral side being inclined from each other so 
as to converge upwardly, means securing said standards 
together at their upper ends, a pair of horizontal bars 
spaced from the bottoms and tops of said legs, one at 
each lateral side of said base, each said bar connecting 
the front and rear legs on the respective lateral side, 
and bar support means extending from said standards at 
each lateral side proximate the tops of said legs, said 
bar support means comprising spring clips, one at the 
top of each leg, adapted to grip the respective horizontal 
bars of an identical chair stacked on said ?rst-named 
chair. 

3. A chair adapted to be stacked telescopically with 
identical chairs one upon another in columns, said chair 
comprising a seat and a base attached thereto, said base 
comprising a pair of inverted U-shaped standards, one 
each at the front and rear, the sides of said standards 
forming legs, one leg on each lateral side, the two legs 
on each lateral side being inclined from each other so 
as to converge upwardly, means securing said standards 
together at their upper ends, a pair of horizontal bars 
spaced from the bottoms and tops of said legs, one at 
each lateral side of said base, each said bar connecting 
the front and rear legs on the respective lateral side, 
and bar support means extending‘ from. said standards 
at each lateral side proximate the tops of said legs, said 
bar support means comprising a pair of support bars, 
one oneach lateral side, each connecting the front and 
rear standards, the junctures of said support bars and 
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4 
said standards providing cradles on the inner sides of 
said support bars, one at each leg, for supporting the 
respective horizontal bars of an identical chair. 

4. A furniture base adapted to be stacked telescopically 
with identical bases one upon another in columns, com 
prising two pairs of legs, one pair on each lateral side 
of said base, the legs of each pair being inclined from 
each other so as to converge upwardly, means securing 
said legs together at the upper end of said base, a pair 
of horizontal bars spaced from the bottoms and tops 
of said legs, one at each lateral side of said base, each 
said bar connecting the front and rear legs on the respec 
tive side, and bar support means extending from each 
lateral side of said base proximate the tops of said legs, 
said bar support means comprising spring clips, one at 
the top of each leg, adapted to grip the respective hori 
zontal bars of an identical furniture base stacked on said 
?rst-named furniture base. 

5. A furniture base adapted to be stacked telescopi 
cally with identical bases one upon another in columns, 
comprising two pairs of legs, one pair on each lateral 
side of said base, the legs of each pair being inclined from 
each other so as to converge upwardly, means securing 
said legs together at the upper end of said base, a pair 
of horizontal bars spaced from the bottoms and tops 
of said legs, one at each lateral side of said base, each 
said bar connecting the front and rear legs on the respec— 
tive side, and bar support means extending from each 
lateral side of said base proximate the tops of said legs, 
said bar support means comprising a pair of support bars, 
one on each lateral side, each connecting the front and 
rear legs on the respective side, the junctures of said 
support bars and said legs providing cradles on the inner 
sides of said support bars, one at each leg, for supporting 
the respective horizontal bars of an identical base. 

6. A furniture base adapted to be stacked telescopi 
cally with identical bases one upon another in columns, 
comprising two pairs of legs, one pair on each lateral 
side of said base, the legs of each pair being inclined 
from each other so as to converge upwardly, means secur 
ing said legs together at the tops thereof and at the 
upper end of said base, a pair of horizontal bars spaced 
from the bottoms and tops of said legs, one‘at each lateral 
side of said base, each said bar connecting the front and 
rear legs on the respective side and having a lower, longi 
tudinally extending bearing surface, and bar support 
means extending from each lateral side of said base at 
the junctures of said ?rst-named means and said legs, 
said bar support means comprising members each having 
an outwardly and upwardly extending support surface ly 
ing vertically above one of said bearing surfaces, said 
support surface being adapted to engage the bearing 
surface of and thereby support the respective horizontal 
bar of an identical base stacked on said furniture base. 

7. A furniture base as de?ned by claim 6, each said 
bar support means comprising a support cradle having 
an inwardly and upwardly extending support surface dis 
posed inwardly of said outwardly and upwardly extending 
support surface and cooperating therewith to provide 
opposite support surfaces of said cradle. 

8. A chair as de?ned by claim 3, said horizontal bars 
spaced from the tops and bottoms of said legs being 
attached to the respective legs inwardly of the outer 
lateral surfaces thereof, said cradles being in vertical 
alignment respectively with said horizontal bars. 

9. A furniture base adapted to be stacked telescopi 
cally with identical bases one upon another in columns, 
comprising two pairs of legs, one pair on each lateral 
side of said base, the legs of each pair being inclined 
from each other so as to converge- upwardly, means 
securing said legs-together at theupper end of said base, 
a pair of horizontal bars spaced from. the bottoms and 
topsof said legs, one at each lateral side of said base, 
each said bar connecting the front and rear legs on the 
respective side, and bar support means extending from 
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each lateral side of said base proximate the tops of said 
legs, said bar support means comprising pads on said 
base, one at the top of each leg, each pad being recessed 
to ?t the horizontal bar of an identical base. 

10. A furniture base as de?ned by claim 9, each said 
pad having a recess adapted to ?t one of said horizontal 
bars, said recesses being at the same level, said base hav 
ing a laterally offset bar connecting one of said pairs of 
legs, said last-named bar having a portion which is spaced 
outwardly from said base, said portion being at the same 
level as and being parallel to a line joining the recesses 
in the pair of adjacent pads. 

'11. A furniture base as de?ned by claim 5, said hori 
zontal bars spaced from the bottoms and tops of said 
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legs being attached to the respective legs inwardly of 15 
the outer lateral surfaces thereof, said cradles being in 
vertical alignment respectively with said horizontal bars. 

12. A furniture base as de?ned by claim 6 having a 
laterally o?set bar connecting one of said pairs of legs, 
said last-named bar having a portion which is spaced out 
wardly from said base at the same level as said bar sup 
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port means, said portion being adapted to engage the 
support surface of the adjacent bar support means of a 
laterally adjacent identical furniture base. 

13. A furniture base as de?ned by claim 7 having a 
laterally offset bar connecting one of said pairs of legs, 
said last-named bar having a portion which is spaced 
outwardly from said base at the same level as said bar 
support means, said portion being adapted to engage 
the support surfaces of the support cradle of the adjacent 
bar support means of a laterally adjacent identical furni 
ture base. 
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