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This invention relates to means for spanning the seam 
formed by the abutting edges of sectional fm'niture, such 
as sofas, and has for an object to provide separable strip 
elements that not only improve the appearance of the 
seam or joint ‘where sections are abutted but also aid in 
registering or the sections and imparting to the 
same a unitary appearance. 

Another object of the invention is to provide a match 
ing element as above contemplated that includes means 
adapted to be disposed between abu-tted furniture sec 
tions and be clamped thereby and thus held in operative 
position when the furniture is in use. 
The invention also has for its objects to provide such 

means that are positive in operation, convenient in use, 
easily installed in a working position and easily discon~ 
nected therefrom, economical of manufacture, relatively 
simple, and of general superiority and serviceability. 
The invention ‘also comprises novel details of construc 

1110111 and novel combinations and arrangements of parts, 
which will more fully appear in the course of the follow~ 
ing description. However, the drawing merely shows and 
the following description merely describes, preferred em 
bodiments of the present invention, which are given by 
way of illustration or example only. 

In the drawing, like reference characters designate simi 
lar parts in the several views. 

FIG. 1 is a fragmentary perspective view of a piece 
of sectional furniture with matching elements of the pres 
ent invention in operative position. 

FIG. 2 is an enlarged perspective view of one of the 
matching elements shown in FIG. 1, a portion thereof 
being broken to show detail. 

FIG. 3 is a further enlarged cross-sectional view as 
taken on the line 3—3 of FIG. 1, the view showing frag 
ments of abutting furniture sections rather than the single 
section of FIG. 1. 

FIG. 4 is a partly broken perspective view of a modi? 
cation. 

FIG. 5 is an enlarged cross-sectional view thereof simi 
lar to FIG. 3. 

While sectional sofas and the like are ordinarily up 
holstered, parts thereof, such as the back, may have no 
padding. Regardless how otherwise made, such sectional 
furniture items each has at least one end 10 that is 
usually transverse to the length of the item and exactly 
matches a similar end of another section that may be 
abutted thereagainst. The exactness or nicety of match 
of the seam formed when two such furniture pieces are 
abutted has heretofore depended on the care taken in 
matching up the ends 10. The present matching element 
not only aids such matching register but also provides an 
enhanced appearance as well as imparting continuity or 
the appearance of being unitary to abutted sectional 
pieces. 
As shown in FIG. 1, the matching elements 11 and 12 

respectively cover the scam at the backs 13 and at the 
forward portions of the seats or seat frames 14. Each 
said element comprises, generally, a thin metal strip 15 
that may be provided with a fabric cover or sheath 16, 
and a clip ?tting 17 on at least one end of the strip 15. 
The element 11 uses two such clip ?ttings. 
The element 11 is formed by suitable bends to have a 

front portion 18 that is adapted to span across the seam 
at the front of the backs of abutted sectional furniture, 
a top portion 19 that is adapted to span across the top of 
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said backs and ‘a rear portion 20 that may extend to 
the lower end of the back or, if desired, terminate ad 
jacent the top portion 19. In any case, the ?ttings 17 
are provided on the free ends of the portions 18 and 20. 

Said clip ?ttings are each shown as provided with a 
thin extension 21 that extends from the medial line of 
the element 11. Thus, with the extensions 21 disposed 
in the seam between abutted ends 10 and the portions 
18, 19 and 20 in respective overstanding engagement with 
the front, top and rear of the backs of the abutted sec 
tional pieces, on each side of said scam, the latter is com 
pletely hidden from view and the element thus provided 
performs the functions herein-above set out. The single 
clip ?tting of the element 12 is similar, said element 
in other respects and except for the length of its por 
tions 22 and 23 being structurally comparable to the ele— 
ment 11. 

I The clip ?ttings 17 each comprises a sheet metal strip 
that has a portion 24 that encircles the fabric-covered 
strips 15 and conforms to the ?attened form thereof, par 
allel arms 25 of said encircling portion and which, to 
gether, make up the extensions 21, and a returnabend end 
26 on one arm 25 and in clamping engagement with the 
end of the other arm 25. Of course, the encircling por 
tion is formed according to the cross-sectional form of the 
strip 15, regardless whether or not ?at. The resilience 
of the fabric cover 16 assures tight ?t of the ?tting 17 
and assures that the elements 11 or 12, or both, will be 
held in operative position across the seam of abutting 
sectional pieces when the abutting ends 10 of said pieces 
clamp the extensions 21 between them. 
The ?exible nature of the metal strips 15 provides for 

adjustment of conforming ?t, and it will be understood 
that other materials, such as plastics, for instance, may 
be substituted for the metal strip 15. Of course, the strips 
15 may be uncovered rather than sheathed and the gauge 
of the same, as well as its color or design, may be varied 
as desired. 
The fabric-provided elements above described have 

their fabric sheaths clamped against end shifting by the 
?ttings 17 and no other means is needed to lock the fabric 
in place. 
The modi?cation of FIGS. 4 and 5 shows a matching 

element that is of rigid construction and is advantageously 
made of wood with a fabric cover where the same is ex 
posed. Accordingly, the portions 18a and 19a are op 
eratively related to the seam of abutment of two sectional 
units, as are the portions 18 and 19, except that the same 
are formed to the shape to which ?tted. Wooden strips 
15a covered by fabric 16a product the portions 18a and 
19a, the fabric being secured by tacks 17a since clip ?t 
tings are not needed for this purpose. Instead of the 
extensions 21, the element of FIGS. 4 and 5 is provided 
with a rigid wooden rib 21a that serves the same purpose 
of being clamped by the furniture units. Said rib, of 
course, may be made in sections instead of extending for 
the full length of the item. 
While the foregoing speci?cation illustrates and de 

scribes what I now contemplate to be the best modes of 
carrying out my invention, the constructions are, of 
course, subject to modi?cation without departing from 
the spirit and scope of my invention. Therefore, I do 
not desire to restrict the invention to the particular forms 
of construction illustrated and described, but desire to 
cover all modi?cations that may fall within the scope of 
the appended claims. 

Having thus described the invention, what is claimed 
and desired to be secured by Letters Patent is: 

l. A matching element for sectional furniture com 
prising a ?exible strip of ?at material provided with trans 
verse ‘beuds to conform the strip to the contour of 
abutting portions of two sections. of such furniture, said 
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formed strip being adapted to span the seam or line of 
abutment and cover adjacent portions of the sections, a 
fabric sheath covering said ?at strip, and securing means 
of ?at strip clamped around the exterior of at least one 
fabric-covered end of the ?at strip and provided with a 
plate like extension disposed in the seam between the 
furniture sections and adapted to be clamped by said 
sections to frictionally hold the element and the fabric 
sheath thereon in position when said sections are secured 
together. 

2. In a matching element, a seam-covering strip, and 
a clip ?tting of ?at strip secured to and around the sur 
faces of an end of said strip and provided with a trans 
verse plate-like portion adapted to ?t in the seam cov 
ered by the seam covering strip, said plate-like portion 
being provided by parallel extensions of the clip ?tting 
in face to face abutting relation. 

3. In a matching element according to claim 2 in 
which one said plate-like portion is provided with an end 
bent back on the other plate-like portion to clamp the 
extensions together. 

4. A matching element extending over the seam be 
tween abutted parts of sectional furniture comprising: a 
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20 

length of ?at strip positioned to extend along and over 
the seam; and securing elements of short lengths of ?at 
strip folded at points to lie ?at against the outer and 
inner surfaces of the strip and to project as a plate-like 
extension normal to the ‘back of the ?at strip at about 
the center thereof to a distance su?icient to be inserted 
in the joint between sectional furniture parts and fric 
tionally clamped therein when the parts are secured to 
gether. 
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