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This invention relates to a restraining device'for insti 
tutionalized patients, and it particularly relates to a re 
straining device which is an'improvement in certain re 
spects of the restraining device disclosed in application 
Serial Number 667,002, ?led June 20', 1957, now Patent 
No. 2,848,993 of which this present application forms a 
continuation-in-part. 

Although the restraining device described in the above 
mentioned application is generally very effective in afford 
ing maximum freedom of movement to the patient while 
keeping him completelyrestrained to the bed so that his 
used to great advantage for both physically and mentally 
ill patients, it has been found necessary to modify the/de 
vice so that it could be secured equally as well to any type 
of hospital bed. In addition, a locking device has been 
found to be necessary to keep the patient from removing 
the restraining device while, at the same'time, permitting 
maximum freedom of arms and legs. 

It is, therefore, one-object of the present invention to 
provide an improved restraining device which enables-the 
patient’s limbs to have maximum freedom of movement 
while still holding the patient securely in locked restraint. 

Another object of the present invention is to provide a 
restraining. device which may be effectively secured and 
locked to all types of hospitalbeds. 

Another object of the present invention is to simplify 
the construction of the restraining device 'while yet-main 
taining its effectiveness. 

Other :objectsof ‘the present invention are to provide an 
improved restrainingdevice, ofith'e- character described, 
that is easily and economically produced, which is sturdy 
in construction, and which is highly ef?cient in operation. 

With the above and related objects in view, this inven 
tion consists in the details of construction and combination 
of parts, as will be more fully understood from the follow 
ing description, when read in conjunction with the accom 
panying drawings in which: 

FIG. 1 is a side elevational view of a device embodying 
the present invention, the device being shown in spread 
out position. 
FIG. 2 is a view taken on line 2-2 of FIG. 1. 
FIG. 3 is a fragmentary, perspective view of a portion 

of the device of FIG. 1, showing one end thereof secured 
to a bed and locked in position. 

FIG. 4 is a view of the body halter strap assembly, with 
the straps in spread-out position and removed from the 
remainder of the device. 
FIG. 5 is a top plan view of the connecting tab for 

securing the ends of the rear body-belt to each other by 
means of buckles. 

FIG. 6 is a plan view of the rear body-belt. 
FIG. 7 is a view taken on line 7——7 of FIG. 3. 
FIG. 8 is a plan view of a modi?ed form of slide belt 

and front body belt which is shown partly connected to 
the slide belt. 

FIG. 9 is a view taken on line 9-9 of FIG. 8. 
FIG. 10 is a View taken on line 10-10 of FIG. 8. 
Referring in greater detail to the drawings wherein simi 

lar reference characters refer to similar parts, there is 
shown a restraining device, generally designated 10, com 
prising a main belt 12 having a support strap 14 secured 
by a loop 15 to each end portion thereof. Rivets 16 fasten 
both the straps 14 and the loop 15 to the belt 12. A wrist 
loop belt 17 having a ‘buckle 18 is positioned on the sup 
port strap 14 and within the loop formed by belt 17 is a 
wrist protector pad 19. The free end of the strap 14 is 
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provided with an extension 20 which is provided vw'th-an 
adjustment buckle 22 as well as with a longitudinally ex 
tending series of eyelets 24. 
An extension tab 26 is provided at each end of the belt ‘ 

12 outwardly of the wrist loop assembly, each of these'tabs 
26 being provided with a cross-strap 28. The cross-strap 
28 extends laterally to each side of the belt 12 and each 
strap 28 is provided at its ends with an additional strap, 

- as indicated at 30 and 32. These straps 30 and 31 extend 
in spaced parallel relation to strap 20‘ (as best shown in 
FIG. 1), extending somewhat beyond the end of strap'20. 
The straps 30 and 32 are also provided with a longitudinal 
series of eyelets as at 34 and 36 respectively. The straps 
30 and 32 are provided with inner extensions on the’ op 
positeside of thecross-strap 28 and on each of these inner 
extensions is positioned a buckle as indicated at 38'and'40 
respectively. 

In use, the patient’s wrists'are engaged within the‘loops 
formed by straps 17, the straps 30 and 32 are then brought 
down and around the side bars 42, and under the mattress 
44 of the bed, and are then passed through their respective 
buckles 38 and 40. Thereafter, the ends ‘of the straps 30 
and 32 ‘are crossed under the strap extension-20 and alock 
46 is engaged through mating eyelets 24, 34-and 36~and 
snapped shut to lockthe entire-assemblyeto the bed (as 
best shown in FIG. 3). 
At its center, the belt 12 is provided with a loop 48; 

Through this loop 48‘extends aslide'belt 52=which is-con 
nected to a shoulder harness assembly generally'desig 
nated ‘50 which will'be described in greater detail‘here 
after. The slide belt 52 is provided with- a-loop 54i-‘at ‘each 
end thereof while, at its center,v the slide belt 52.is provided 
with a tab 56 through which are "passed rivetsiconnectin’g 
the tab ‘56 to the slide belt v52. The-tab 56: is provided at 
opposite-endswith- loops 62 (‘best-seen inIFIG. 2.) to which 
are; attached ‘buckles 564/ ‘These buckles :64 ‘are '» adapted 
to connect the ends of a rear body belt generally desig 
nated 66 to the slide belt ‘52; this rear body belt 66 com 
prising an outer strap 68 provided with an inner liner 70. 
The strap 68 is connected adjacent one end to the liner 70 
by stitching 72 and adjacent the other end by a loop 74. 
The ends of the liner pass under the loops 54 by which 
the belt 66 is connected to the slide belt 52 (as shown in 
FIG. 2), while the ends of the strap 68 are provided, at 
one end with eyelets 76 and at the other end with a series 
of eyelets 78 (see FIG. 6), so that after the ends are in 
serted through the buckles 64, a lock 80 can be inserted 
through mating eyelets of each end (as shown in FIG. 2). 
A front body belt 82 is connected between the loops 54 
(as shown in FIG. 2) . 
Attached to the rear body belt 66 is a shoulder harness 

comprising two straps 84 and 86 (see FIGS. 1 and 4), 
strap 86 being longer than strap 84 and having an inclined, 
offset portion 88. The strap 84 also has a shorter, in 
clined offset portion 90 which is connected to portion 88 
by a rivet 92 inwardly of the end of portion 88. A straight 
strap 94 extends between the straps 84 and 86 and is 
connected thereto by rivets 96. Each of the strap por 
tions 88 and 90 is provided with a loop, as at 89 and 91 
respectively; these loops being formed by unstitched 
portions. 
The ends of straps 84 and 86 are provided with loops 

shown respectively at 98 and 100 while the opposite end 
of strap portion 88 is also provided with a loop 102. 
The belt 66 passes through these loops 98, 100 and 102 
(as best shown in FIG. 2) so that the straps 84 and 86 
are bent over at their line of intersection with portions 
88 and 90 to form the shoulder-straps of the harness illus 
trated in FIG. 1. These shoulder-straps are adapted to 
be passed over the shoulders of the patient in such manner 
that the strap 94 ?ts across his chest, thereby holding him 
securely. > t 
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Instead of the slide-belt 52 and front belt 82 shown in 

FIG. 2, which requires the use of buckles and may be 
somewhat overly bulky for certain purposes, a modi?ed 
arrangement may be used such as illustrated in FIGS. 8, 
9 and 10. In this arrangement there is provided a'slide 
belt 104 having loops at each end formed by tabs 106 
which are bent over. These loops are equivalent to the 
loops 54 of FIG. 2. Stitched to the, slide belt 104, at 
the rear of the loops formed by tabs 106, is a front body 
belt 108. The rear body belt 66 passes through the loops 
formed by tabs 106 in similar manner to the way it passes 
through loops 54. However, instead of the ends of the 
rear body belt 66 being buckled and then locked in place, 
they are connected at all times to the tab 110 on the 
front of slide belt 104 as by a rivet or the like. Although 
this arrangement does not have the adjustable features of 
the arrangement shown in FIG. 2, it is often more desir 
able because of its simplicity and lack of necessity for 
troublesome adjustments while putting the harness on a 
patient. 

Although this invention has been described in consider 
able detail, such description is intended as being illus 
trative rather than limiting, since the invention may be 
variously embodied, and the scope of the invention is to 
be determined as claimed. 
Having thus set forth and disclosed the nature of this 

invention, what is claimed: 
1. A restraining device comprising a main belt, an 

adjustable support strap at each end of the main belt, an 
adjustable wrist-loop forming strap on each support strap, 
an extension on each support strap, a cross-strap at each 
end of the main belt, a pair of securement straps on each 
cross-strap, a buckle on each securement strap whereby 
said securement straps may be passed around the side 
frame of a bed and buckled tightly thereto, and corre 
sponding openings in each support strap extension and in 
each securement strap whereby, when the support strap 
extension and the corresponding securement straps on 
each end of the main belt are overlapped after the secure 
ment straps have been buckled closed around the side 
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frame, a lock may be passed through mating openings 
and locked therein, said main belt being provided at 
substantially its mid-point with a loop through which 
slidably passes a body-belt assembly adapted to engage 
around a patient’s waist. V _ 

2. The restraining device of claim 1 wherein said body 
belt assembly comprises a slide belt slidable through said 
loop on the main belt, a loop on each end of said slide 
belt, a front body-belt portion having its ends secured 
to the loops on said slide belt, and a rear body-belt por 
tion slidable through the loops on said slide belt and 
having its ends secured to said slide belt. 

3. The restraining device of claim 2 wherein a shoulder 
harness is releasably secured to said body-belt. 

4. The restraining device of claim 1 wherein said 
body-belt assembly comprises a slide belt slidable through 
the loop on said main belt, a front body-belt portion 
secured to said slide belt, a rear body-belt portion adjust 
ably slidable relative to said slide belt, a tab on said 
slide belt, and buckles on said tab, the ends of said rear 
body-belt being engageable through said buckles and hav 
ing corresponding openings adapted to mate with each 
other when said ends of said rear body-belt are over 
lapped after passing through their corresponding buckles, 
said mating openings being engageable by a locking 
element. 

5. The restraining device of claim 1 wherein said body 
belt assembly comprises a slide belt slidable through the 
loop on said main belt, a front body-belt portion secured 
to said slide belt, a rear body-belt portion, a tab on said 
slide belt, and the ends of said rear body-belt portion 
being rigidly connected to said tab. - 
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