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The present invention relates to containers and more 
particularly, tocollapsible containers of a type compris 
ing a base, a cover and wall panels which when disassem 
bled may be contained within a compartment de?ned by 
the base and the cover or otherwise associated with the 
base and the cover in a compact package. 
The primary object of the present invention is to pro 

vide a durable and attractive container of the ‘foregoing 
type having especially designed and fabricated base, cover 
and wall components, which are easily assembled and 
disassembled by virtue of a novel snap fastener construc 
tion characterized by mated snap fastener elements on two 
of the components coacting through an opening in a third. 

Other objects of the present invention will in part be 
obvious and will in part appear hereinafter. 
The invention accordingly comprises the product pos 

sessing the construction, combination of elements and 
arrangement of parts, which are exempli?ed in the fol 
lowing detailed disclosure and the scope of which will be 
indicated in the appended claims. 
For a fuller understanding of the nature and objects 

of the present invention reference should be had to the 
following detailed description taken in connection with the 
accompanying drawings wherein: I 
FIGURE 1 is a perspective view of a container em 

bodying the present invention, with its components dis 
assembled in condition for storage or transportation; 

FIG. 2 is an exploded perspective view of the com 
ponents of the embodiment of FIG. 1, suggesting rela 
tionships amoung the various components; 

FIG. 3 is a perspective view of the container of FIGS. 
1 and 2 in assembled condition; 
FIG. 4 is a cross-sectional view of the container of 

FIG. 3, taken substantially along the line 4—4; 
FIG. 5 is a perspective view of an alternative embodi 

ment of the present invention, with its components disas 
sembled in condition for storage or transportation; 
FIG. -6 is a perspective exploded view of the container 

of FIG. 5; 
FIG. 7 is a cross-sectional view of FIG. 6 of the con 

tainer of FIG. 5. 
Generally the embodiments disclosed herein as illus~ 

trative of the present invention comprise a lower base and 
an upper lid, each with a face portion of particular con 
?guration and a rim portion along the periphery of the 
face portion. The rim portion of the base and the rim 
portion of the lid, which preferably are of the same extent, 
but which may be of unequal extent so that they may be 
telescoped, de?ne a compartment, when registered, within 
which the remaining components of the container may be 
stored or in conjunction with which the remaining com 
ponents may be packaged. The adjoining portions of the 
base and two of the remaining components are removably 
connected by a snap fastener element on the base mated 
through an opening in one of the two remaining com 
ponents to a snap fastener element on the other of the two 
remaining components. The base and lid are composed 
of an opaque material such as cardboard or cardboard 
covered with quilted plastic or fabric. The walls are com 
posed of a substantially rigid transparent synthetic organic 
polymer such as cellulose acetate from .020 to .030 inch 
thick, which is capable of having an opening punched 
therein without cracking or chipping. 
The generally rectangular container of FIGS. 1 through 

4 comprises a base 20, a lid 22, a pair of end walls 24 
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and 26 and a pair of side walls 28 and 30. Base 20 in 
cludes a horizontal face portion .32 and a rim including 
end portions 34 and 36 and side portions 38 and 40. Lid 
22 includes a face portion 42 and a rim including end por 
tions 44 and 46 and side portions 48 and 50. ' 

Wall components 24, 26, 28 and 30 are secured to each 
other and to base 20 as follows. At the longitudinal ex 
tremities of side portions 38 and 40 of base 20 are in 
wardly directed snap fastener socket elements 52. Ex 
tending integrally from the opposite ends of wall portions 

p 24 and 26 at right angles thereto are pairs of ?anges 54. 
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Each of ?anges 54 is provided at its lower end with an 
opening 56 and at its upper end with an inwardly directed 
snap fastener socket element 58. Side walls 28 and 30 
are provided at the upper and lower edges of their longi 
tudinal extremities with outwardly directed snap fastener 
stud elements 160 and ‘62. When the box of ‘FIGS. 1 
through 4 is assembled, snap fastener stud elements 60 of 
side wall components 28 and 30 project through openings 
56 of ?anges 54 into snap fastener socket elements 52. 
Also snap fastener stud elements v62 of side walls 28 and 
30 project into snap fastener socket elements 58 of ?anges 
54. An insert 64 of substantially the same size and shape 
as face 32 of base 20, when superposed upon face 32, 
clamps walls 24, 26, 28 and 30» tightly against rim portions 
34, 36, 38 and 40, respectively. 
The construction is such that wall components 24, 26, 

28 and 30 may be contained compactly within the com 
partment de?ned by base 20 and lid 22 when the rim por 
tions of the base and the lid, which are of the same extent, 
are registered. The box may be readily assembled by 
snapping fastener studs 60 and 62 into fastener sockets 5'8 
and 52 or may be readily disassembled by unsnapping the 
fastener studs from the fastener sockets. When the box 
is assembled, ?anges 54, which as indicated above, are 
rigidly at right angles to the faces of walls 24 and 26, 
rigidly orient walls 24, 26, 28 and 30 with respect to each 
other. 
The embodiment of FIGS. 5, 6 and 7 comprises a base 

66, a lid ‘68, and two wall panels 70 and 72. Base 66 in 
cludes a circular face 76 and an annular 78. Lid 68 
includes a circular face 80 and an annular rim 82. Rim 
78 and rim 82 are equal in peripheral diameter. Each of 
wall panels 70 and 72 includes at one of its vertical ex 
tremities three male snap fastener elements 84, 86 and 
88 and at the other of its vertical extremities two female 
snap fastener elements 90 and 92 and an opening 94. 
Snap fastener elements 88 are adapted to mate through 
openings 94 with a pair of female snap fastener elements 
96 on rim 7 8. 
Wall panels 70 and 72, which are shipped and stored 

in ?at condition, are assembled simply by mating elements 
84, '86 and 88 with elements 90, 92 and 96 and thereafter 
pressing an insert 98, which is of substantially the same 
shape and extent as face 76, downwardly thereupon. 

Since certain changes may be made in the above product 
without departing from the scope of the invention herein 
involved, it is intended that all matter contained in the 
above description or illustrated in the accompanying draw 
ings shall be interpreted in an illustrative and not in a 
limiting sense. 
What is claimed is: 
1. A collapsible container comprising a generally rec 

tangular base, a generally rectangular lid, a ?rst pair of 
walls each having end ?anges at right angles to the body 
thereof and a second pair of walls, ?rst snap fastener ele 
ments on portions of said base, second snap fastener ele 
ments on portions of said end ?anges, third snap fastener 
elements on portions of said second pair of walls, other 
portions of at least one of said ?anges being provided with 
openings, selected ones of said second snap fastener ele 
ments being mated with selected ones of said third snap 



3 
fastener elements, selected ones of said ?rst snap fastener , 
elements being mated through said openings with selected 
ones of said third snap fastener elements. 

2. A collapsible container comprising a generally rec 
tangular base, a generally rectangular lid, a ?rst pair of 
walls each having end ?anges at right angles to the body 
thereof, and a second pair of walls, ?rst snap fastener ele 
ments on portions of said base, second snap fastener ele 
ments on portions of said end ?anges, third snap fastener 
elements on portions of said second pair of walls, other 
portions of at least one of said ?anges being provided with 
openings, selected ones of said second snap fastener ele 
ments being mated with selected ones of said third snap 
fastener elements, selected ones of said ?rst snap fastener 
elements being mated through said openings with selected 
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ones of said third snap fastener elements, said base and 
said lid ‘being composed of an opaque material, said wall 
components being composed of a transparent plastic 
material. 
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