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To all whom it may concern. 
Be it known that I, BENJAMIN O. FOSTER, 

of Baltimore, in the State of Maryland, have 
invented a new and useful Improvement in 
Folding Cash-Boxes, of which the following is 
a full, clear,‘ and exact description, reference 
being had to the annexed drawings, forming 
part of this speci?cation. 
This invention consists ‘of a cash-box’ made 

in a number of divisions,which are hinged to 
gether and adapted to be folded one upon an 
other, as hereinafter described and claimed. 
In the drawings, Figurelis a side elevation 

of my cash-box when folded, the dotted lines 
showing its position when partly unfolded. 
Fig. 2 is a plan view of theboxlaid open,being 
partly broken away; and Fig. 3 is a detached 
view of one of the coin-holding blocks. 
A indicates a box having two compartments, 

a a’, formed by a partition, b. Each boxAinay 
have any desired number of such compart 
ments, and each compartment is to be of suit 
able size for holding bank-notes when thelatter 
are spread out in a smooth condition. I have 
shown in the drawings four boxes, A, forming 
four divisions or sections of the folding box, 
and these boxes are hinged one to another in 
regular order, to adapt them to be folded one 
on top of another. - 

I am aware that folding boxes are not 
broadly new; but in my invention it is de 
sirable that the several boxes shall be equal 
in size and depth, and be capable of being 
folded together in such manner that one shall 
rest horizontally upon another, and the whole 
be reduced to a compass having a base of one 
fourth the dimensions of the four boxes when 
opened and spread out. To secure this re-_ 
sult the four boxes are arranged in two pairs, 
the two boxes of each pair being hinged togeth 
er by hinges O at their upper edges, and the 
hinges O of both pairs being arranged in align 
ment with each other. One box of one pair is 
hinged to one box of the other pair at their 
lower edges or bottoms by hinges D, so that 
when the two boxes of each pair are folded one 
on top of the other one pair of boxes may be 
folded over on top of the other pair. 
To form a partition between the two boxes 

of each pair, when said boxes are folded one 
over the other, I provide a lid, E, which is 
hinged to the outer and upper edge of one of 

said boxes, and is adapted to shut inward to- _ 
ward the hinges 0, connecting said boxes. By 
shutting this lid down beforethe two boxes of 55 
a pair are folded together,the contents of said 
boxes will be kept separate. 
For assorting and keeping account of coins, 

I provide one or more blocks, F F’, having 
semi-cylindrical grooves G, which are to be 
made of a length for holding a given number 
of coins when the latter are set upon their edges 
side to side. These grooves are to be of differ 
ent diameters corresponding to the sizes of 
coins of the usual denominations. 
At the ends of each grooveG are formed de~ 

pressions H, for the thumb and fore?nger of 
one hand when removing the coins from the 
groove. Besides the grooves, a hemispherical 
depression, I, may be formed in one of the 
blocks for holding one-cent pieces. -With this 
construction the coins are kept assorted,so that 
when the grooves are ?lled with the same the 
amount in the blocks may be ascertained at a 
glance, and the labor of counting the sum at 
the end of a day’s work is thus saved. The 
blocks are to be put in the boxes,which remain 
at the bottom when the several boxes are fold 
ed together, in order that the coins may not 
be displaced in the act of folding the boxes 
together. The blocks F F’ are to be made 
removable, in order that the series of boxes 
may be used for currency alone, if desired. 
In such case two or more boxes may be used— 
one for currency and the other for coin. 
The boxes are to be made of greater or less 
capacity, to suit the requirements of differ 
ent business-houses. \Vhen the boxes are 
folded together, they are to be clamped to 
gether by steel strips J, having ?anges K at 
the ends which hook over or under the beads 
L, formed on the edges of the boxes. These 
strips are to be bent slightly outward from the 
box at their ‘centers, so that by pressing against 
said centers the ends will be expanded to enable 
the ?anges to slip over the beads L and clamp 
them ?rmly. They may be removed by slid 
ing them along the beads to the corners of the 
boxes, where they will slip off. The topmost 
box is provided with a ring, M, by which the 
entire device, with its contents, may be taken 
up after being folded together and deposited 
in a safe or vault for the night. 
IVhen folded, the device occupies compara 
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tively little spaee,and is convenient to handle, 
preserving its contents in perfect order,so that 
in resuming business it onlyneeds to be spread 
out in 'a drawer, where its contents can be 
easily reached when wanted. 
My invention is applicable also to trunks, 

merchants’ sample-eases, and such like de 
vices. 
\Vhat I claim is—— 
1. The combination of the four boxes A, ar- ' 

ranged in pairs, the hinges 0, connecting the 
two boxes of each pair together at their upper 
edges, thesaid hinges being arranged in align 

ment with each other, and the hinges D, con 
necting one box of one pair with one box of 15 
another pair, at their lower edges or bottoms’, 
substantially as shown andjleseribed, and for 
the purpose speci?ed. _ _ 

2. The combination of the boxes A, hinged 
together, as described, and having beads L, 20 
and the clamps J, having ?anges K at their 
ends, substantially as'shown and described.’ 

BENJ. G. FOSTER. 
lVitnesses: 

A. G. LYNE, 
SoLoN O. KEMON. 


