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William H. Meeker and I‘Douglas R. Salter, Rochester, 
N.Y., assignors to Hickok Manufacturing Co. Inc., 
Rochester, N.Y., a corporation of New York 

Filed Sept. 22, 1958, Ser. No. 762,575 

6 Claims. (Cl. 223-85) 

This invention relates to a display holder for belts 
and is an improvement on copending application, Serial 
No. 652,060, ñled April l0, 1957 now Patent 2,855,132. 

In providing a holder for displaying belts, it is of 
primary concern that the holder itself be substantially 
hidden from view so as to neither cover up any portion 
of the belt nor in any way detract from the appearance 
thereof and, in addition, those portions of the holder 
which are exposed should lend a pleasing appearance to 
the eye. Furthermore, the holder must function in such 
manner as to maintain the belt in a desired position or 
physical relation such that even if the merchandise is 
handled, the shape of the belt will not be altered so that at 
all times it will present a pleasing and `attractive 
appearance. 

It is therefore of primary concern in connection with 
this invention to provide such a display holder for belts 
and one which is economically manufactured. 
Another object of this invention is to provide a display 

holder of the character described which includes a stirrup 
portion at its upper end adapted to engage and support 
a belt therefrom, which belt is in flattened looped condi 
tion and which holder also includes a main body portion 
depending from the stirrup portion adapted to be dis 
posed between the layers of the belt loop and which 
terminates at its lower end in a portion adapted to extend 
behind the belt and then back through the ilattened loop 
and through the loop portion of the belt to which the 
buckle is secured so as to hold the medial portion of the 
belt together in ilattened condition so that the entire 
extent of the belt will be maintained in the flattened 
looped condition for display purposes. 
A further object of this invention is to provide a 

display holder for belts which functions to hold a belt 
in a flattened looped condition for display purposes and 
`wherein the engagement of the holder with the belt is 
such as to hold a medial or intermediate portion of the 
looped belt together in the ilattened condition so as to 
maintain the pleasing appearance of the belt while being 
displayed and which will permit the belt to be handled by 
customers without being easily disengaged from the holder 
so as to destroy the attractiveness of the display. 

Still another object of this invention is to provide a 
display holder for belts which engages the belt at the 
upper looped end thereof and in an intermediate portion 
of the belt, holding the stated intermediate portion in a 
flattened condition so that the looped arrangement of the 
belt is maintained and wherein the main body portion of 
the holder extends between such intermediate portion of 
the belt and the upper looped end thereof and serves to 
stiften the same while leaving the lower extremity or loop 
of the belt freely suspended. 

Still another object of this invention resides in the 
provision of an improved type of display holder for 
belts which will effectively maintain the belt in a iiattened 
looped condition without tensioning the belt such that 
the belt is displayed in a normal relaxed condition. 
A further object of this invention is to provide a display 
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holder for belts which incorporates a pair of belt-engaging 
portions disposed in spaced relationship to each other 
and maintained in that condition by an intermediate or 
main body portion of the holder which extends there 
between, the upper belt-engaging portion being in the 
form of a stirrup open at one side thereof and the lower 
belt-engaging portion being in the form of a transverse 
loop which is open at one side thereof but to that side 
which is opposite to the opening of the stirrup so that 
although there is no clamping action as such in either of 
the belt-engaging means, by virtue of the fact that the 
engagement of the belt initially is through opposite sides 
with relation to the two engaging means, the belt will 
not be easily disengaged from the holder even when 
handled by a customer. 
A further object of this invention lies in the provision 

of a belt holder in accordance with the immediately pre 
ceding paragraph and wherein the lower belt-engaging 
means or loop, being open at one side, presents a ñnger 
portion ywhich is to be engaged through that loop portion 
of the belt to which the buckle is normally attached 
wherein, by virtue of this linger portion, the belt is held 
against longitudinal shifting with respect to the holder. 
Another object of this invention is to provide an 

improved form of display holder »for belts incorporating 
an elongate main body portion having upper and lower 
ends thereof respectively angulated or offset laterally in 
opposite directions from the main extent of the main 
body portion and joining at their upper and lower free 
ends respectively with a stirrup portion and with a loop 
portion which extend back across the axis of the main 
extent of the main body portion and to the two opposite 
sides thereof so that when the belt is engaged upon the 
holder the main body portion, `and particularly the major 
or main extent thereof, is positioned substantially along 
the center line of the belt which is held in ñattened 
looped condition thereon, and so that the holder is sub 
stantially'hidden from view by the belt itself, the upper 
belt-engaging portion of the holder and a suspending 
means extending upwardly therefrom for engagement with 
a support rod or similar mechanism upon which the dis 
play belts are to be held. 

Still another object of this invention is to provide an 
improved form of belt holder having an upper stirrup 
formed with a horizontal -bar over which the upper loop 
of a flattened looped belt is engaged, there being at one 
side of the bar a vertically projecting abutment portion 
and at the opposite side a vertically extending suspending 
portion, which suspending portion terminates in spaced 
relation to the abutting portion so as to present an open 
ing therebetween to permit the entry of the looped belt 
therebetween and onto the bar, the lower end of the holder 
being in the form of a generally rectangular loop having 
an opening at one side through which an intermediate 
portion of the belt may be projected with the loop having 
one finger or side thereof spaced from the major portion 
or main body of the holder extending between such loop 
and the stirrup and another finger spaced therefrom but 
on the opposite side of the main body portion of the 
holder, which latter ñnger is adapted to engage through a 
loop to which the belt buckle is fastened and with the 
former ñnger lying behind the rear flight of the flattened, 
looped belt so that the two fingers cooperate together 
in holding an intermediate portion of the belt in the 
flattened condition so that the entire belt itself is main 
tained in flattened looped condition. 

In the drawings: 
Fig. 1 is a front elevational view of a belt engaged 

upon the holder constructed in accordance with this in 
vention and illustrating the relative disposition between 
the belt and the holder; 

Fig. 2 is a side elevational view of the display assem 
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b'ly shown in Fig. l and illustrating further the disposi- I 
tion of the component parts of the holder with respect 
to the belt suspended therefrom; 

Fig. 3 is a perspective view of the holder itself; 
Fig. 4 is an enlarged partial side elevational view illus 

trating~ the engagement between the lower holder loop 
and the belt as viewed from the open side of the holder 
loop; 

Fig. 5 is a View similar to Fig. 4 but being a View from 
the closed side of the holder loop; 

Fig. 6 is a partial rear elevational View illustrating the 
engagement of one of the fingers of the holder loop 
with the rear flight of the belt; and 

Fig. 7 is an enlarged holder section taken substantially 
along the plane of section line 7-7 in Fig. l, and fur 
ther illustrating the relative disposition between the hold 
er loop and the belt. 

Referring at this time more particularly to Fig. 3 the 
reference numeral 10 indicates in general the holder 
assembly which will be seen to include a relatively straight 
and elongate main body portion 11 terminating at its upper 
and lower ends respectively in the angulated or laterally 
offset portions 12 and 13 which, it will be seen, project 
in opposite relative directions from the main body por 
tion 11 for a purpose which will be presently apparent. 
The offset portion 12 is joined integrally with a stirrup 

indicated generally by the reference character 14 and 
presents an abutment or stop indicated generally by the 
reference character 15 at one side of the stirrup. The 
upper continuation 16 of the laterally offset portion 12 
is bent back upon itself as indicated by the reference 
character 17 and continues in this reverse direction for 
a slight distance as indicated by the reference character 
18 so as to present a looped end at one side of the holder 
assembly, substantially as shown. 

Joined with the portion 18 is a transverse or horizon 
tal bar 19 which extends from the portion 18 within 
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Y therefor. The upper loop of the belt 36 is engaged 
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through the opening 25 of the'stirrup assembly and rests 
upon the bar 19 whereas the rear flight 35 of the belt is 
first engaged'through the opening 32 of the loop por 
tion 26 of the holder yWhereafter the main body portion 
1.1 is engaged between the front and rear flights 34 and 
35 and, lastly, the finger 28 is projected laterally through 
the loop 41 for holding the buckle in place. Thus, the 
two fingers ‘27 and '28 cooperate to hold the intermediate 
portion of the belt in the fiattened condition or, stated 
another way, these fingers cooperate to hold the front 
and rear liights 34 and 35 close together in the i-nter 
mediate portion of the belt thus retaining the overall 
flattened looped condition of the belt. 
The material from which the holder is made is rela 

tively stiff and so that the main body portion 11 rigidiiies 
the upper end of the looped belt and provides means by 
which the belt may be grasped by a potential customer 
without permitting that portion of the belt to ldisturb 
holding the same relatively straight. At the same time, 
the finger 28 prevents the belt from slipping longitudinal 
ly relative to the holder in either direction. Moreover, 
by virtue of the fact that the two openings 25 and 32 
are disposed on opposite sides of the holder, the belt 
cannot be easily disengaged from the holder once it is 
positioned thereon and the prospective purchaser may 
handle the belt in any manner without causing disengage 
ment. This is true even though the purchaser may 
spread the front and rear flights 34 and 35 apart to in 
spect the inner surface of the belt and then, at the same 
time, the disengagement of the belt from the holder may 
be accomplished, purposely, in a relatively easy manner 
if and when it is so desired. Likewise, the initial engage 

~ ment of the belt upon the holder is a relatively'simple 
35 

the plane containing the main body portion 11 and por- Y, 
tions 12 and 13 and which extends therein across the 
center line or axis of the main body portion 11 to a 
point spaced laterally therefrom opposite the juncture 
between the portions 18 and 19 Whereat it is joined in 
tegrally in the curved portion 20 with a hook assembly 
indicated generally by the reference character 21. 
The hook assembly 21 includes the upwardly projecting 

stem 22 terminating in suspending means in the form of 
a generally U-shaped hook bill 23. This hook bill ter 
minates at 24, in spaced relationship to the c_ar 15 so as 
to provide an opening therebetween as indicated by the 
reference character 25 and the purpose of which will be 
presently apparent. 
The lower lateral extension 13 is joined integrally with 

a loop assembly indicated generally by the reference char 
acter 26, which loop assembly may be stated as con 
sisting essentially of two finger portions 27 and 28` which 
lie generally parallel to each other and on opposite sides 
of that plane containing the main body portion 11 and 
the two lateral projections 12 and 13. The extension or 
projection 13 terminates at its `lower end in a portion 29 
which is joined to one of the lingers 27 and which is of 
materially less length than that cross piece 30 which 
joins the opposite ends of the two ñngers 27 and 28. The 
terminal or free end portion of finger 28 is positioned sub 
stantially opposite to the lower terminus of the extension 
13 and presents therebetween an opening 32 the purpose 
of which will be presently apparent. 

Referring now to Figs. l and 2, the belt indicated 
generally by the reference character 33 will be seen to 
be disposed in a iiattened looped condition presenting 
the forward and rear flights 34 and 35 and the upper 
and lower loops 36 and 37. The belt is maintained in 
the looped extension by virtue of the fact that the free 
or tongue end 38 thereof is engaged with the buckle 39. 
The buckle, in turn, is secured to the buckle end 40' 
of the belt through the conventionalV loop 41 provided 
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task, although, as above stated, the belt when complete 
ly engaged on the holder is very iirmly held thereon. 

It is to be understood that the holder is applicable to 
all types of belts, including leather belts, flexible belts or 
the like, as well as different types of belts having diiferent 
types of buckles associated therewith and is not neces 
sarily limited to any particular kind or type of belt at all. 
We claim: 
I1. A display holder for belts comprising an elongate, 

1 substantially iniiexible main body portion having upper 
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and lower ends and laterally and oppositely obliquely 
directedV projections at such upper and lower ends, the 
projection at the upper end extending in a lateral direc 
tion opposite to the direction of the lower projection 
with the upper projection and the main body portion ofy 
the holder being substantially coplanar, the upper end 
of said upper projection being doubled back upon itself 
to present an ear at one side of the holder and there 
being a horizontal, transverse bar joined with such ear 
and extending therefrom across the longitudinal center 
line of said main body portion and terminating in an up 
wardly extending suspending portion which is positioned 
to leave an opening between such suspending portion 
and* said ear on one side of said holder, said lower lateral 
projection terminating in a transverse loop including 
front and rear generally parallel fingers disposed on oppo 
site sides of and lying in a plane substantially perpendicu 
lar to said main body portion and presenting an opening 
between said front finger and the main body portion on 
that side of the holder opposite to the side thereof on 
which the upper opening is presented, said bar being 
adapted to receive the upper loop of a display belt there 
on which is in the form of a flattened, continuous loop, 
and said fingers being adapted to capture an intermediate 
portion of such belt therebetween so as to maintain the 
belt over all in a ñattened looped condition. 

2. A display holder for belts comprising an elongate, 
substantially inliexible main body portion having lateral 
ly, oppositely directed projections at its> upper and lower 
ends, the projection at the upper end extending in a 
lateral `direction opposite to the direction of the lower 
projection with the upper projection- and the main body 
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portion of the holder being substantially coplanar, the 
upper end of said upper projection being doubled back 
upon itself to present an ear at one side of the holder 
and there being a horizontal, transverse bar joined with 
such ear and extending therefrom across the longitudinal 
center line of said main body portion and terminating in 
an upwardly extending suspending portion, said lower 
lateral projection terminating in a transverse loop in 
cluding front and rear `generally parallel iingers disposed 
on opposite sides of and lying in a plane substantially 
perpendicular to said main body portion, said bar being 
adapted to receive the upper loop of a `display belt there 
on which is in the form of a flattened, continuous loop, 
and said iingers being adapted to capture an intermediate 
portion of such belt therebetween so as to maintain the 
belt over all in a ñattened looped condition. 

3. A belt display assembly comprising the combina 
tion of a buckle carrying apparel belt with the ends there 
of buckled together to be in the form of a continuous, 
long, flat loop, and an elongate holder for engaging the 
belt and for suspending the same from a supporting 
member, said holder including an upper end portion re 
ceiving and supporting the one end loop of the belt 
thereon and a lower portion coupling the front and rear 
tlights of the belt together in an intermediate portion of 
the continuous loop whereby the entire belt may be sus 
pended in its ñattened condition. 

4. The combination as `defined» in and by claim 3, 
wherein the buckle of the belt is connected through a 
loop at the buckle end of the belt and the lower portion 
of the holder includes a finger engaged through such 
loop. 

5. A display holder for an apparel belt comprising an 
elongate member of substantially inilexible material and 
characterized by a main body portion having an upper 
end terminating in a laterally upwardly oiîset portion 
extending above the upper end of the main body portion 
and being doubled back upon itself and then extending 
back across and bisecting the longitudinal axis of said main 
body portion and then extending laterally upwardly there 
from in the same general direction as the portion im 
mediately attached to the upper end of the main body 
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portion and then being down turned to present a hook, ' 
the terminal portion of the upper end of the main body 
portion being coplanar therewith and the hook portion 
being spaced from said doubled back portion to detìne 
a belt loop receiving opening therebetween, the lower 
end of said main body portion terminating in a substan 
tially closed loop lying in a plane substantially perpendicu 
lar to the longitudinal axis of the main body portion and 
presenting an opening to a side thereof opposite to the 
belt receiving opening provided by the upper terminal 
end portion of the body. 
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6. A display holder for an apparel belt comprising an 

elongate member of substantially inflexible material and 
characterized by a main body portion having an upper 
end terminating in a laterally upwardly ofr’set portion ex 
tending above the upper end of the main body portion 
and being doubled back upon itself and then extending 
back across and bisecting the longitudinal axis of said 
main Ibody portion and then extending laterally upwardly 
therefrom in the same general direction as the portion 
immediately attached to the upper end of the main body 
portion and then being down turned to present a hook, 
the terminal portion of the upper end of the main body 
portion being coplanar therewith and the hook portion 
being spaced from said doubled back portion to deñne a 
belt loop receiving opening therebetween, the lower end 
of said main body portion terminating in a substantially 
closed loop lying in a plane substantially perpendicular 
to the longitudinal axis of the main body portion and 
presenting an opening to a side thereof opposite to the 
belt receiving opening provided by the upper terminal 
end portion of the body, said substantially closed loop 
having opposite elongate sides disposed in spaced parallel 
relationship spaced fore and aft relative to a plane con 
taining the upper terminal portion of the main body and 
the main body itself with one of such sides being integral 
With a laterally upwardly extending portion joining the 
loop to the lower end of the main body portion and with 
such last mentioned laterally upwardly extending portion 
extending generally parallel to the laterally upwardly ex 
tending portion of the upper terminal portion which is 
immediately joined to the main body portion, the other 
side of said substantially closed loop being spaced at its 
free end from said last mentioned laterally upwardly ex 
tending portion to define the loop opening which is on 
that side of the body opposite to the opening provided 
by the upper terminal portion. 
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