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This invention relates generally to sca?old equipment 
and more particularly is directed to a device or assembly 
adapted to be mounted on a ladder for supporting a plank 
or platform. 

It is recognized that various devices have heretofore 
been utilized for this purpose. Some of the devices are 
too heavy and cumbersome for convenient manipulation 
while others, for example, are either too unstable or intri 
cate in design and construction for ef?cient use. Also, 
such devices are usually constructed so that they can 
only be attached to a ladder of the rung or step type 
and not both types. 
With the foregoing in mind, the principal object of the 

subject invention is to provide a supporting assembly 
embodying improved principles of design and construc 
tion which may be readily adjusted for use with either a 
ladder of the rung or step type. Although reference is 
being made to a device or assembly it is to be understood 
that a pair of the assemblies are utilized for attachment 
to a pair of ladders for supporting the ends of a plank. 

Additional objects of the invention are to provide an 
assembly which offers advantages with respect to economy 
in manufacture and assembly, durability, manipulatability, 
stability, strength and efficiency. 
A signi?cant object of the invention is to provide an 

assembly which may be readily attached to a rung type 
of ladder for projection from one side thereof for sup 
porting a plank between the ladder and a building or 
other abutment against which the ladder rests or for pro 
jection from its other side for supporting a plank or plat 
form. 
An important object of the invention is to provide an 

assembly which may be easily attached to a stepladder 
to support a plank or platform within the con?nes or up 
rights of the ladder or exteriorly thereof. 

Other objects and advantages of the invention will be 
come apparent after the description hereinafter set forth 
is considered in conjunction with the drawings annexed 
hereto. 

In the drawings: 
Figure l is a perspective view illustrating the assembly 

operatively connected to steps adjacent the top of a 
stepladder for supporting a plank or platform exteriorly 
of the ladder; 

Figure 2 is a side elevational view of the ladder, on a 
reduced scale, showing the assembly adjusted for opera 

‘ tive connection with the ladder in positions lower and 
different from the one shown in Figure 1; 

Figure 3 is a perspective view illustrating the assembly 
operatively connected to the rungs of a rung type ladder 
for support exteriorly of the ladder; and 

Figure 4 is a side elevational View of the rung type 
ladder leaning against a wall, showing the structure of 
Figure 3, including a different way of mounting the 
assembly on the ladder for supporting a plank or plat 
form between the ladder and wall. 
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Referring more particularly to the assembly exempli 
?ed in Figure 1 of the drawings, numeral 1 generally 
designates an elongated ?rst support provided with an 
adjustable and/or pivotal fastener 2 adjacent one ex 
tremity, 3 an elongated second support provided with a 
pivotal ?tting or fastener 4 adjacent one extremity, pivot 
means 5 pivotally connecting the opposite extremities of 
the supports, and a brace 6 pivotally connected to the 
support 3. As will be explained more in detail subse 
quently, the assembly is so designed and constructed that 
it can be adjusted and manipulated to cause the fasteners 
2 and 4 to respectively receive upper and lower steps or 
rests 7 and 8 of a stepladder 9, as shown in Figure 1 and 
the upper part of Figure 2, to support a plank or platform 
10 on the support 1 at a location exteriorly of the ladder, 
on upper and lower steps 11 and 12 adjacent the bottom 
of the ladder for supporting a plank 13 within the con 
?nes of the ladder as depicted in the lower part of Figure 
2 or to the rungs or rests of a rung type ladder 14 as 
will be apparent when the structure disclosed in Figures 3 
and 4 is later described. 
The support 1 is preferably made straight and com 

prised of a pair of corresponding steel bar members 15 
secured at one end by the pivot means 5 and by a bolt 
16, or equivalent means, at the opposite end. A spacer 17 
is secured between the bars by the pivot. means 5 which 
extends through the spacer and bars, and another spacer 
18 is secured between the bars by the bolt 16 which ex 
tends through this spacer and bars for maintaining the 
bars in a stable parallel assembled relationship. 
The adjustable fastener 2 may be designed and con 

structed in various ways but as depicted is preferably 
made to include an elongated element 19 provided with 
transverse holes 20 therein so that a pivot pin or bolt 21 
can be selectively passed through these holes and any 
pair of aligned pairs of apertures 22 provided in the 
bars 15 in order that the element can be adjustably se 
cured between the bars in any one of a plurality of longi 
tudinal positions. The fastener may pivot relative to the 
support and also includes a holding member 23‘ prefer~ 
ably in the form of a hook which has a base portion 
welded to the underside of the element 19‘ so that the 
hook portion extends beyond one end of the element for 
embracing the rear edge of the step 7, as shown in Figure 
l. The width of the base portion of the holding member 
is preferably such that it will butt up against the under 
side of the bar members 15. In Figure l, the fastener 2 
is secured relatively close to one end of the support, where 
as in both of the installations illustrated in Figure 2, the 
fastener is secured farther inward from said end to ac 
commodate leverage and weight factors as will be ex 
plained subsequently. 
The support 3 may be designed and constructed in 

various ways but as illustrated, is preferably comprised 
of a pair of corresponding steel bar members which are 
formed with straight extremities 24 and divergent e." 
tremities 25. These bars are preferably constructed from 
the same kind of stock that the bars of the support 1 
are made from and fastened together in a predetermined 
spaced relationship by spacers 26 and 27 respectively 
secured between the straight extremities by a pin 28 
and a bolt or pin 29 extending through the spacers and 
bars. The bolt or pin 29 extends through one pair of 
pairs of aligned apertures 38 provided in the bars to 
facilitate attachment of the support 1 or brace 6 thereto 
at any one of a plurality of longitudinally spaced locations 
depending on the manner in which the assembly is to be 
mounted. It will be noted that the straight extremities 
24 straddle the support 1 and are pivotally connected 
thereto by the pivot means 5 as alluded to above. 
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The pivotal fastener 4 is preferably made in the form 

of a generally U-shaped frame having a pair of corre 
sponding side portions 31 provided with depending hold 
ing or hook portions 32. A bridge 33 joining the side 
portions and apertured lugs 34 extending upwardly at an 
acute angle with respect to the side portions as clearly 
shown in Figure 1 so that bolts 35 can be extended 
through the apertures and also through offset ends 36 
of the divergent extremities 25 to pivotally connect the 
fastener thereto. The fastener is preferably made rela 
tively large so that it will ?nd ?rm support on the step 
desired with the hook portions 32 embracing the fore or 
rear edge of the step depending on the installation to pro 
mote stability. 

Referring now to the various ways in which the assem 
bly can be adjusted for use in supporting a plank or plat 
form with respect to the stepladder exempli?ed in Figures 
1 and.2 of the drawing, ‘Figure 1 shows the supports 1 
and 3 pivotally connected at one end with the adjustable 
fastener 2 located relatively close to the free extremity 
of the support 1, with this fastener and the fastener 4 
respectively hooked onto the steps 7 and 8 so that the 
supports project outwardly from the ladder in order 
that a plank may be mounted on the support '1 exteriorly 
of the ladder. Although only one ladder is shown it is 
to be understood that two are employed with an assembly 
on each ladder whereby the ends of the plank are sup 
ported by the assemblies as alluded to above. It is, of 
course, to be understood that the fasteners may be at 
tached to any pair of adjacent steps or alternately to the 
steps if so desired. The assembly, as shown in Figure 1, 
is adjusted for mounting relatively close to the upper ex 
tremity of the ladder, and when so mounted the supports 
1 and 3 project laterally outward from the ladder appre 
ciable distances, so it is essential that they be located 
well within the space de?ned by the front uprights of the 
ladder and a vertical line X extending upwardly from the 
lower ends of the uprights as depicted in Figure 2, other 
wise any weight placed on the plank would tip the ladder. 
As depicted in Figure 1, the hook portion of the fastener 
2 engages the rear edge of the step 7 and the hooks 32 
of the fastener 4 engage the fore edge of the lower 
step ‘8 to provide three positive interlocking connections 
with the ladder. The spacing between the connections is 
predetermined so as to impart stability to the assembly. 
The brace 6 is not employed when the assembly is attached 
to a stepladder and merely hangs in a non-interfering lo 
cation. 
As shown in the lower part of Figure 2, the assembly 

can be adjusted and reversed so that the supports 1 and 
3 extend inwardly between the front and rear uprights of 
the ladder for supporting the plank therebetween. As 
mentioned above, in this particular setup the fastners 2 
and 4 respectively engage the fore and rear edges of the 
steps 11 and 12 and the fastener 2 has been connected to 
the support 1 at a location somewhat closer to the pivot 
means 5, so that the plank is disposed closer to the front 
uprights of the ladder than it would be if the assembly 
as shovm in Figure 1 was merely reversed without ad 
justing the fastener 2 for mounting on the ladder. 
As exempli?ed in the upper part of Figure 2, the outer 

end of the support 1 is pivotally connected to the sup 
port 3 by the pivot means 5 at a location spaced inwardly 
from the outer end of the support 3. In other words, one 
of the pair of outer apertures 30 in the bars of the support 
3 are utilized to receive the pivot means 5. 
When the supports and the fastener 2 are adjusted as 

shown in the upper part of Figure 2, the inner free ex 
tremity of the support 1 projects an appreciable distance 
between the front and rear uprights of the ladder and 
the free outer extremity of the support 3 projects angu 
larly outwardly and upwardly beyond the outer end of 
the support 1. 

This assembly is preferably adjusted for mounting 
on the ladder at substantially the location shown or at 
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4 
any higher elevation, and as set forth above, it is desirable 
that the plank 10 or the portions of the assembly that 
are adapted to bear the weight of the plank and/or an 
individual, for example, are located well within the area 
de?ned by the vertical line X and the front uprights of 
the ladder, because if the weight is to the left or outside 
of the line X the ladder will tip over. 
As exempli?ed in Figures 3 and 4 of the drawing, 

the assembly is adjusted for mounting on either the rear 
or front side of the rung type of ladder 14, so that the 
support 3 serves to support 1a plank or platform 37 in lieu 
of the support 1. 
More particularly‘ in this regard and referring to Figure 

3 and the upper part of Figure 4, the support 3 is turned 
upside down and connected adjacent the bolt or pin 29 
to the outer end of the support 1. It will be noted that 
the fastener 2 is attached to the inner end of the sup 
port _1. With this setup the hook portion of the fastener 
2 can be hooked over a round 38 of the ladder, the hooks 
32 of the fastener 4 over a lower round 39 and a hooked 
end 40 of the brace 6 can be hooked onto the bridge 33 
of the fastener 4 for operatively connecting the assembly 
to the outer side of the ladder so that the plank 37 can 
be placed on the support 3 between the support 1 and 
the ladder. The brace serves to prevent the support 3 
from pivoting relative to the fastener 4 and vice versa. 
The assembly as shown in Figure 3 may be mounted 

vfor projection from the front side of the ladder on any 
of the rounds and, of course, it is desirable that it be 
mounted back of a vertical line Y depicted in Figure 4, 
in order to provide stable supports for the plank. 
The lower assembly shown in Figure 4 is mounted for 

projection from the rear side of the ladder between the 
ladder and a building wall 41 or ‘other support for support~ 
ing a plank 42. The supports 1 and 3 of this assembly 
are connected at one end by the pivot means 5. This 
assembly may be operatively attached to any pair of ad 
jacent rounds or alternately thereto as desired. 

It will be noted that in the setups or arrangements 
shown in Figures 3 and 4 and in the upper part of Fig 
ure 2 that the plank or platform may be held against 
displacement by the support 1. It is to be understood that 
the holding or hooked portions on the fasteners 2 and 4 
and brace may also be referred to as fasteners or con 
nectors and that the fasteners may be referred to as 
connectors or ?ttings. 

In view of the foregoing, it will be manifest that the 
assembly is comprised of a plurality of supports and other 
components which can be connected together in differ 
ent unique operative relationship for attachment in vari 
ous ways to different types of ladders for supporting a 
scaffold or platform. 

Having thus described my invention, it is obvious 
that various modi?cations may be made in the same 
without departing from the spirit of the invention, and, 
therefore, I do not wish to be understood as limiting my 
self to the exact forms, constructions, arrangements, and 
combinations of parts herein shown and described. 

I claim: 
1. A supporting assembly adapted for attachment to 

a ladder; said assembly comprising a pair of elongated 
supports pivotally connected at one end and provided with 
fasteners at their opposite ends for selective connection 
with different rests of a ladder for supporting a scaffold 
on one of the supports, one of said fasteners being piv 
otally connected to one of said supports and provided 
with connecting means, and a brace pivotally carried 
by one of the supports and provided with means for 
detachable connection with said connecting means on 
said pivotal fastener for holding the same against move 
ment. 

2. A subassembly of the kind described comprising a 
support comprised of a pair of elongated bars having 
straight extremities secured together in spaced parallel 
I61ati0I1ShiP for attachment with another support and 
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divergent extremities having ends provided with aper 
tures, a ?tting having spaced apertured lugs thereon, 
means extending through all of the apertures pivotally 
connecting the ?tting to the said ends of the divergent 
extremities, said ?tting including a bridge and spaced 
fastening means for attachment with the rest of a ladder 
at spaced locations, an elongate brace having one end 
pivotally connected to the bars adjacent the junction 
between the straight and divergent extremities and its 
other end being provided with means for connection with 
said bridge to prevent said ?tting from pivoting in one 
direction with respect to said elongate support. 

3. An assembly of the kind described including an 
elongate substantially straight ?rst support comprised 
of a pair of bars secured together in spaced parallel re 
lationship throughout their lengths, said bars being pro 
vided with a pair of aligned openings, an elongate fas 
tener adapted to overlie an upper rest of a ladder and 
provided with a portion adapted to hook over the rest, 
means extending through the openings and the fastener 
for connecting the latter to the bars, a second support 
comprised of a pair of elongate bars having straight 
extremities secured together and divergent extremities 
having ends provided with apertures, means extending 
through the ?rst support and the straight extremities 
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6 
of the second support to pivotally connect the supports 
together, a ?tting having a bridge and arms extending 
therefrom provided with apertures, means extending 
through the apertures in the ends of the divergent ex 
tremities and the apertures in the arms pivotally con 
necting the latter to said divergent extremities for move 
ment about an axis transverse thereto, spaced hooks car 
ried by the ?tting adapted to hook over a lower rest 
at longitudinally spaced locations thereon, and an elon 
gate brace having one end connected to the second sup 
port and its other end detachably engaging said bridge 
for locking the ?tting against relative movement with 
respect to this support. 
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