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The present invention relates to faceplates or covers 
for outlet boxes in which electrical wiring devices are 
mounted. ' In large homes, stores and other business 
establishments, wiring devices are often grouped together 
at a single wall location for ease in wiring each device, 
for a central location for controlling the electrical cir 
cuits, and to make them less conspicuous. An example in 
the home would be found most likely in the kitchen near 
the back door. There might be one switch for the kitchen 
ceiling light, a switch for the patio, a switch for the garage, 
another switch for the yard lights and a convenience 
outlet for servicing the kitchen table which might be 
located nearby. This amounts to ?ve wiring devices, and 
if standard wiring devices were used, a ?ve-gang outlet 
box would be necessary with a special faceplate having 
suitable openings so arranged as to accommodate these 
devices in a particular sequence. The living room near 
the front door might also have a similar gang of wiring 
devices and it will be understood that the manufacturer 
of faceplates must expend large sums of money for mold 
ing equipment and dies for manufacturing the various 
styles of faceplates with the various combinations of 
openings. Also, the wholesale and retail dealers who 
sell faceplates must carry a very heavy inventory of face 
plates in order to satisfy their customers’ demands for 
such a large variety of faceplates. ' 
The principal object of this invention is to provide a 

faceplate design with an open framework for accom 
modating removable inserts where the insects are fastened 
directly to'the wiring devices and hold the frame in place. 
A further object of this invention is to provide a face 

plate design with removable inserts where the positions of 
the underlying wiring devices are individually adjustable 
through the framework of the faceplate for ease in fas 
tening the inserts to the devices. 
A still further object of this invention is to provide 

a group of faceplate designs of open frames having from 
one to six or more rectangular openings, and of produc 
ing a series of metal inserts for accommodating the vari 
ous wiring devices, where the inserts are fastened directly 
to the wiring devices and hold the frames in place. 
The present invention comprises a series of molded 

plastic frames having from one to six or more rectangular 
openings for use with single or multiple gang boxes. Each 
rectangular opening is provided with a recessed ledge 
around the edge thereof for accommodating a removable 
metal insert that is seated against the ledge. Each insert 
is one of a family of inserts with openings for accom 
modating the various wiring devices such as convenience 
outlets, toggle switches, pushbutton switches, remote con 
trol switches or the interchangeable line of wiring devices.v 
One important advantage in a faceplate design with re 
movable inserts is that it incorporates an open frame of 
general utility. This open frame has slender sections 
which encircle the wiring devices and provide access to 
the fastening screws that hold the devices in the gang 
box. Thus, in a multi-gang box with the frame and only 
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one insert in place, it is possible to adjust the positions 
of the other devices through the open frame. 
My invention will be better understood from the fol 

lowing description taken in connection with the accom 
panying drawing and its scope will be pointed out in the 
appended claim. 

Figure 1 is a front elevational view of a two-gang face 
plate with a metal insert for a duplex convenience out 
let at the left and another metal insert for a toggle switch 
at the right. 

Figure 2 is a cross-sectional elevational view taken on 
the line 2—2 of Figure 1 through the center of the 
decorative insert for the toggle switch. 

Figure 3 is an exploded isometric view of the two-gang 
faceplate of Figure 1 showing the details of the recessed 
ledge around the openings for receiving the removable 
inserts. ' 

Figure 4 represents on a reduced‘scale two examples 
of other types of inserts which would be included in a 
complete assortment of inserts for the various types of 
wiring devices used today. ' ' ' 

Referring in detail to the drawing and particularly to 
Figure 3, 10 represents an open frame of slender sections 
having a pair of large rectangular openings 11 and 12. 
This frame 10 is of molded plastic material and covers 
a two-gang box,‘ but it will be understood that this in 
vention is usable in a collection of faceplates for the single 
gang up to and including the six-gang faceplate, which 
is conventionally the largest size obtainable. The two 
gang faceplate is merely used for illustration purposes 
as will be better understood hereinafter. Each rectangular 
opening 11 and 12 has a recessed ledge 13 that extends 
completely around the edge of each opening. As best 
seen in Figures 2 vand 3, the front face 14 ofvthe frame 
10 is slightly concave from top to bottom, while the 
outer edges of the frame 10 are slightly beveled, as is 
clearly seen in Figure 1. Each rectangular opening 11 
and 12 is adapted to receive a removable metalinsert of 
brass, cold rolled steel or anodized aluminum. Two 
examples of inserts are the insert 15 for a duplex con 
venience outlet, and an insert 16 for a toggle switch. 

Every wiring device is provided with a mounting strap 
that is fastened at its ends over the face of a metal box 
by suitable screw fasteners. A duplex convenience out 
let has an additional threaded opening through its center 
for receiving a fastening screw for attaching the faceplate. 
Hence, the insert 15 for a convenience outlet has a central 
hole 17 for receiving a screw fastener such as 24 in Figure 
1 that is threaded into the mounting strap of the duplex 
convenience outlet. Every toggle switch has a mounting 
strap with a pair of threaded openings for receiving screws 
that hold the faceplate. Accordingly,- the insert 16 for 
the toggle switch has a pair of openings 18 for receiving 
fastening screws such as 19. 
When installing wiring devices in an outlet box, it is 

very difficult to align each device perfertly parallel and 
equidistant from the other devices. It might not be too 
di?‘icult to align one device with another, but it becomes 
increasingly di?icullt as the number of devices increase. 
This has always presented an annoyingproblem in the 
past because the faceplates for the multi-gang boxes have 
their openings that receive the wiring devices perfectly 
centered for the ideal placement of the devices. This 
ideal is seldom attained and oftentimes one or more of 
the devices will not ?t through the openings in the face 
plate. This necessitates the complete removal of the 
faceplate and the readjustment of the devices until they 
are all properly in place. This difficulty has been obviated 
by the present invention since each removable insert is 
independently adjustable in the receiving openings 11 or 
12 of the frame 10. Care must be taken to align the 
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devices in the approximate centered position, but. it is 
possible to adjust the inserts to accommodate certain cases 

' of'misalignment of the devices. Also, it‘ is possible to 
' adjust the position of the underlying wiring device with 
out removing the entire faceplate. ,This‘can, be done 
before the insert'is in place since the ,wiring' device is 
exposedthrough the opening in the'frame. ‘ This is of 
particular importance in the exercise of the present inven 
tionf'; " " ' ‘ 

Figure ,4 of the drawing shows two removable inserts 
20 and 21 having different openings 22 and 23, respective 

Insert 20 is'usable with three remote control switches, 
while insert 21 fits over three devices of the type known 
as'the interchangeable‘ line of wiring devices. where as 
many as three devices may be mounted in-a single gang 
box. ' 

' 1 Having described above my invention of a novel face 
plate design with removable inserts, it will be readily 
apparent to those skilled in'this art that l' have provided 
more ?exibility for both the manufacturer andthe sales 

'_ distributor of wiring devices by dividing the faceplate, into 
a plastic frame for accepting various types of removable 
‘metal inserts that will accommodate the many 'typesrof 
wiring devicesthat are available.‘ ' It is much cheaper’ to 
manufacture :andfstock the inserts than itis to keep a 

' complete inventory of the’ entire line of 'faceplates. An 
early attempt to defeat this problem, which'has proved 
most successful has been the use of faceplates with break 
o? strips such as is taught in the Benander Patent No. 
2,212,145, which is assigned to the same assignee as is 
the present ‘invention. An additional, advantage inmy 

‘7 inventiomhowever, is that it is not necessary to perform 
a any operations on this faceplatelito‘ready itffor assembly 
to the devices. ‘The inserts ?t neatly into‘ the openings of 

V the frame with no di?iculty, thereby speeding the installa 

tion'of the .wiring system. oftentimes the homeowner ’ ' desires a faceplate that matches a particular type of wall-, 

a paper or‘ drapery material. flTol satisfy this demandthe 
metal inserts would be of plain, sheet stock; The wally 

, paper or fabric would be glued to the insert and a thin, 
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' ly, for accommodating different types of wiring'devices. - 

a . _ 4 . , 

Modi?cations of this invention will occur to those 
skilled in this art and it is to be'understood, therefore, 
that this invention is not limited to the particular embodi 
ments disclosed but that it is intended to cover all modi 
?cations within the true spirit and scope of this invention. 
What I claim as new and desire to secure by Letters 

Patent of the United States is: ' i v j a ‘ 

A faceplate for electrical wiring devices comprising a 
frame of slender sections with at least two rectangular 
openings, the faceplate being ?at at one side, said side 
being adapted to abut a wall surface adjacent a multi 
gang device’ box, each said vrectangular ‘opening at its 

, top wd bottom having a recessed ledge, each said ledge 
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transparent plastic sheet'would‘be held thereover' by the, 7 
same fastening screws that hold the inserts to the devices. 1 
Alternatively, a decorative vinyl strip could be glued over 
aplain'rnetal insert; The advantage of the vinyl strip 
would be that it is easily cleaned of ?nger marks by a 
damp cloth. 1 

45 

being laterally spaced from the said’?at side‘of'the face 
plate adapted to abut the wall surface, the surfacm of 
said ledges ‘which face away from the said ?at side of the 
faceplate being canted inwardly toward the said ?at'side 
of the faceplate, two other ledges also'recessed from the 
said, opening on either side thereof and joined to said 
canted ledges, said two other ledges being concavely 
cylindrical with their intermediate portions being closer 
to the said ?at side of the faceplate than their end por 
tions, the surfaces of the top, bottom and 'sideiledges 

ibeing continuous and facing away from the said ?at side 
of the faceplate, a '?exible thin sheet metal insert-within 
each said rectangular opening in the faceplate, each insert 
having at least one screw-receiving hole so that a screw ' 
may extend therethrough and be threaded into a wiring 
device to holdthe insert and thus the faceplate over the 
device, the said inserts being free at their mid portions to 
bend inwardlyand contact, along their’ sides, the arcuate 
side ledges, the bending of the inserts producing a stress 
therein to ‘spring bias the faceplate in its desired position 

ona wall. 7 V _ 
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